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1.1 Summary Statement of Heritage Significance  

The site of 75 – 75 ½ George Street has historical significance as part of the site of the 

colony's first hospital and, subsequently, as part of land held by several prominent colonial 

figures.   

The earliest elements built on the site, the sandstone fireplaces to the basement of 75 ½ 

George Street and the remnants of Samson's Cottage, date from the mid 1840s and are rare 

in Sydney. 

75 – 75 ½ George Street are substantially intact in their detail and planning and are 

excellent representative examples of the small retail and residential developments erected 

during the boom years of the 1880s.  Although the ground floor shops have been altered, 

the buildings retain much of their original planning and fabric and are still able to 

demonstrate the key characteristics of their building type – a small commercial development 

with shops at ground floor level and residential accommodation above. 

From their construction in 1883 up until the present time, the ground floors of 75 and 75 ½ 

George Street have been occupied by retail shops and small service businesses.  The site 

has supported the same, or very similar, uses for almost 160 years.  The use of the upper 

floors of the buildings for residential accommodation, and later for boarding houses, is also 

of historic significance.  

In addition to its association with public figures including William Balmain, Frederick Garling 

and Frederick Wright Unwin, the site's associational significance stems from its connection 

to the prominent Hoffnung merchant family and to the early Sydney Chinese community. 

75 – 75 ½ George Street, with its scale, materials, finishes and the eclectic Victorian 

ornamentation of its George Street façade, makes an important contribution to the 

streetscape of George Street, The Rocks, the most intact Nineteenth and Early Twentieth 

Century streetscape in the city.  The buildings' George Street façade, which, with its eclectic 

ornament influenced by the Victorian Free Classical, Victorian Free Gothic and Eastlake 

architectural styles is rare, and probably unique, in Sydney.  Also rare are the intact timber-

framed shopfronts with their Gothic inspired detailing. 

The site of 75 – 75 ½ George Street has research significance because of its potential to 

reveal information about building configurations, services and features that date from the 

time before the construction of the extant buildings, including whether the basement pre-

dates the existing building.  In addition, the building fabric has the potential to reveal 

evidence of past decorative finishes, services, floor plan configurations and information 

contained within concealed spaces.   

 

1.2 The Site, its Background and Context 

The site is located at 75-75 ½ George Street, The Rocks.  It sits in the middle of the block 

bounded by George Street, to the east, Mill Lane, to the north, Kendall Lane, to the west and 
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Argyle Street, to the south.   

The site is identified as Register Folio 2/790998 (formerly Lot 2 of Deposited Plan 790998). 

The site, its immediate surrounds and adjacent structures are owned and managed by the 

NSW State Government Agency, the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority 

http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au 

The identified curtilage for the site is indicated in Part 4.4 Curtilage, Setting and Streetscape. 

1.3 The Aim of the CMP & its Structure  

This Conservation Management Plan (CMP) aims to identify the significance of 75 – 75 ½ 

George Street and to establish a management and policy structure for its ongoing use and 

conservation. 

The overall structure of this CMP is shown below: 

PART 1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Includes Summary Statement of Significance 

PART 2 CONSERVATION POLICIES & STRATEGIES 

Includes Opportunities, Challenges & Recommendations 

PART 3 HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 

Includes Curtilage Analysis; Comparative Analysis and Analysis under 

NSW Heritage Act Criteria. 

PART 4 ANALYSIS OF EVIDENCE 

Includes Analysis of Documentary & Physical Evidence. Annotated images 

are used for much of this section. 

PART 5 ABOUT THIS CMP: 

Includes, Authorship. Acknowledgements, Further Research required. 

References, Terms & Abbreviations 

PART 6 ILLUSTRATED HISTORY 

Historical Value. 

PART 7 SCHEDULE OF ELEMENTS 

Significance & Recommendations By Element 

This CMP fits within the following hierarchical framework and supersedes previous CMP 

documents.  Further information about the structure of this CMP is outlined in Part 5 – About 

this CMP.  Policies for management and change are provided in Part 2 – Conservation 

Policies and Strategies.  

http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/
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LEGISLATION SYDNEY HARBOUR FORESHORE AUTHORITY ACT 1998 

Ensures the protection and conservation of natural and cultural heritage of 

the foreshore area. 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/shfaa1998411/ 

NSW HERITAGE ACT 

Is intended to promote and manage the conservation and protection of 

items of State Heritage Significance. 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/ 

PRECINCT 

MANAGEMENT 

ROCKS HERITAGE MANAGEMENT PLAN 

Although not a statutory document, the RHMP provides an understanding 

of the heritage value of The Rocks and guidance to the Authority in the 

conservation and management of the wider Rocks precinct. 

http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/0B9628D6-B745-

73FA-E1F20F992872ED23.pdf 

ASSET 

MANAGEMENT 

CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN 

This CMP sits under the RHMP and provides a framework for the 

management of site specific heritage matters developed in consideration of 

the identified significance of 75 – 75 ½ George Street. 

 

1.4 Heritage Listings 

1.4.1 Statutory Listings 

State Heritage Register 

The buildings at 75 – 75 ½ George Street are listed on the State Heritage Register as 

follows: 

 Shops, Victorian pair/Samson's Cottage    No. 01597 

Heritage and Conservation Register 

The Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority has prepared a Section 170 Register that has 

been endorsed by the NSW Heritage Council.  As 75 – 75 ½ George Street have been 

assessed as having State significance, they are listed on the Authority's Section 170 

Register.  

Non-statutory Listings 

75 – 75 ½ George Street have been classified by the National Trust of Australia (NSW) as 

part of the George Street/Kendall Lane Precinct.   

 

  

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/shfaa1998411/
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/
http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/0B9628D6-B745-73FA-E1F20F992872ED23.pdf
http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/0B9628D6-B745-73FA-E1F20F992872ED23.pdf
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/07_subnav_04_2.cfm?itemid=5053213
http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/sydney-About_us-Our_heritage_role-Heritage_and_Conservation_Register.htm
http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/sydney-About_us-Our_heritage_role-Heritage_and_Conservation_Register.htm
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1.6 Vision for 75 – 75 ½ George Street 

The vision for 75 – 75 ½ George Street is captured by the Authority's obligation under the 

Act 'to protect and enhance the natural and cultural heritage of the foreshore area'.1  The 

conservation of individual items is one way in which the Authority delivers on this obligation.  

The Illustrated Burra Charter provides background to this vision from a philosophical 

approach: 

One of the fundamental reasons for conserving places is that they contain information that 

documents, photographs, drawings, film or video cannot. Regardless of how skilfully a place 

may be captured on film or how evocatively it may be described, there is no substitute for 

the experience of the actual place.2  

75 and 75 ½ George Street have historic, associational, aesthetic and research significance 

at a State level.  They contain extensive intact fabric of Exceptional and High Significance 

and retain many of their original spaces in their intact forms.  The site on which the buildings 

stand has been used for similar retail and commercial purposes for almost 160 years.  The 

buildings originally also provided residential accommodation on their upper levels but they 

are currently not being used for this purpose.  

The vision for 75 – 75 ½ George Street is to conserve the fabric and spaces of the buildings 

in accordance with their State significance and, where possible, to undertake additional 

works that will demonstrate or reveal this significance further. 

The following objectives develop from this vision: 

 The ground floor retail uses of the buildings should be retained, 

 The dividing wall between spaces 2.02 and 2.03, and the window to space 2.01, 

on the second floor of 75 ½ George Street should be reconstructed, 

 There should be no openings made in the party wall between the two buildings, 

 Both of the shop entrance doors to George Street should remain in use, 

 Separate uses (possibly commercial or residential) for the upper floors of the 

buildings should be investigated, 

 

1.7 Key Findings 

The following key findings have arisen from the preparation of this CMP: 

 The planning and fabric of 75 and 75 ½ George Street remains substantially 

intact.  The buildings are therefore able to demonstrate the key characteristics of 

their building type and architectural style, 

                                                      

1
 http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/shfaa1998411/s12.html 

2
 The Burra Charter: The Australia ICOMOS Charter for Places of Cultural Significance, 1999. 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/shfaa1998411/s12.html
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 The continuity of use of the buildings has reduced the pressure for alteration of 

the significant fabric and spaces of the buildings.  Any new uses for the buildings 

must not increase the pressure for change to the fabric,  

 The upper floors of the buildings are under-utilised and provide more storage 

space than necessary for shops of the size of those at ground floor level. 

The following areas of additional research should be considered for future management 

plans. 

 Research to determine the original purpose of the steel shelf and brackets on the 

southern wall of G.01, ground floor, 75 ½ George Street, 

 Investigation of the area beneath the vertical groove in the section of wall that 

projects from the western end of the northern wall of 77 George Street at its 

junction with 75 ½ George Street, 

 Investigation of the original purpose of the hardwood beams that project from the 

northern and southern elevations of the building towards the side boundaries, 

 The architectural style of the buildings appears to have been influenced by the 

Eastlake Style, an American variant of the Queen Anne Revival Style.  Further 

research into the use of the style in Sydney, and on the possible architect for the 

building, could be undertaken.   
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PART 2 
POLICIES & STRATEGIES 
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2.1 Best Practice Heritage Management 

Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority Act 1998 

Management of The Rocks is vested in the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority under the 

Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority Act 1998.  One of the Authority's functions as stated in 

the Act is to ' …. protect and enhance the natural and cultural heritage of the foreshore 

area'.3  The Authority's Statement of Purpose identifies the role of the Authority ' … to ensure 

the preservation and interpretation of our natural and cultural heritage'.4 

NSW Heritage Act 1977 – s.170 Heritage and Conservation Register 

The buildings are owned and managed by the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority, 

Department of Planning & Infrastructure, NSW State Government.  As a State Government 

agency, the Authority is required to maintain a register of heritage assets under Section 170 

of the NSW Heritage Act 1977.  75 – 75 ½ George Street are included on this list.  The 

Authority is required to review and update this register annually. 

Under Section 170A of the NSW Heritage Act 1977, the Authority must provide a minimum 

of 14 days notice to the Heritage Council before removing any item from the Register, 

transferring ownership of an item, ceasing to occupy or proposing demolition of an item. 

NSW Heritage Act – Heritage Asset Management Guidelines 

As a State Government agency, the Authority has an obligation under the NSW Heritage Act 

to operate within the Government's Heritage Asset Management Guidelines. 

NSW Heritage Act – Minimum Standards of Maintenance and Repair 

The Minimum Standards of Maintenance and Repair were legislated in 1999, under Section 

118 of the Act, to prevent 'demolition by neglect' of State Heritage Register listed items.  The 

Minimum Standards relate to weatherproofing, fire protection, security and essential 

maintenance. 

An inspection to ensure that the item is being managed in accordance with the minimum 

standards must be conducted at least once a year (or at least once every 3 years for 

essential maintenance standards).   

Failure to meet the minimum standards may result in an order from the Heritage Council to 

do any works necessary to ensure the standards are met.  Failure to comply with an order 

can result in the resumption of land, a prohibition on development or fines and 

imprisonment. 

  

                                                      

3 The Rocks Heritage Management Plan: Volume 1, 2010, p5. 

4
 ibid. 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/shfaa1998411/
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/StateAgency_HeritageGuide.pdf
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/info_minimumstandards.pdf
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Policies 

POLICY 1.  

75 - 75 ½ George Street should be managed in accordance with well accepted 

national and international guidelines and industry best practice. 

POLICY 2.  

This Conservation Management Plan should be read in conjunction with The 

Rocks Heritage Management Plan and Policy. 

POLICY 3.  

The Authority is to manage 75 - 75 ½ George Street as part of an integrated 

asset management system in accordance with the Government's Total Asset 

Management Policy and Heritage Asset Management Guidelines. 

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

The following publications should be read in association with this CMP: 

1. The Rocks Heritage Management Plan 2010 

The Rocks Heritage Management Plan is not a statutory planning document, 

however it has been adopted by the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority Board for 

the purpose of providing a clear understanding of the heritage value of The Rocks 

and to guide the Authority in the conservation and management of the place.5 

2. Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter, specifically Articles 2, 3 & 29 

Although not a statutory document, the Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter 1999 is 

widely accepted in Australia as the standard for best practice conservation in 

Australia.   

Article 3 of the Burra Charter encourages the principle of doing '… as much as 

necessary, as little as possible'.  This principle should apply to all aspects of 

decision-making. 

The conservation principles of the Burra Charter have been incorporated into the 

policies in this CMP.  These principles are outlined in Part 6, Section 6.6.2. 

3. The NSW Heritage Council's Heritage Asset Management Guidelines 2004 

The NSW Heritage Council publication contains guidelines for State agencies to 

better frame heritage management within the existing legislative and policy 

structure defined in the Government's TAMS Policy, the Heritage Act 1977 and the 

Burra Charter. 

                                                      

5 ibid., p6. 

http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/0B9628D6-B745-73FA-E1F20F992872ED23.pdf
http://australia.icomos.org/wp-content/uploads/BURRA_CHARTER.pdf
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/StateAgency_HeritageGuide.pdf
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4. Due Diligence Code of Practice for the Protection of Aboriginal Objects in New 

South Wales. 

The Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) is responsible for the protection and 

preservation of all Aboriginal objects and places in NSW.  The primary piece of 

legislation that protects Aboriginal cultural heritage in NSW is the National Parks 

and Wildlife Act (NPW Act) 1974.  The Due Diligence Code of Practice for the 

Protection of Aboriginal Objects in New South Wales assists individuals and 

organisations to exercise due diligence when carrying out activities that may harm 

Aboriginal objects and to determine whether they should apply for consent in the 

form of an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit. 

Policies 

POLICY 4.  

Decision-making must be based upon a proper understanding of heritage 

significance.  All decisions should consider and seek to retain the values 

identified in the Statement of Significance. 

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. All management decisions that have the potential to affect the heritage values of 75 

- 75 ½ George Street should be founded on a clear understanding of those values.  

The heritage impact of decisions should be stated and evaluated as part of the 

decision-making process. 

Policies 

POLICY 5.  

This CMP should be adopted and implemented as a key management 

document for 75 - 75 ½ George Street.  The CMP should be issued to those 

who manage, operate and occupy the building. 

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. The CMP should inform lease contracts, construction works packages (including 

tenders) and Asset Management Strategies. 

2.  The CMP should be consulted in the development of leasing strategies, when 

considering future tenants and identifying future uses. 

3.  This CMP should form part of any leasing contracts and be consulted during 

leasing negotiations. 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/cultureheritage/ddcop/10798ddcop.pdf
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/cultureheritage/ddcop/10798ddcop.pdf
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4. The CMP should be a central consideration in the development of the Total Asset 

Management Framework for the building. 

5. This CMP should be made publicly available subject to security and privacy 

considerations. 

Policies 

POLICY 6.  

This CMP is to be revised on a seven (7) year cyclic basis, when major works 

are proposed to 75 – 75 ½ George Street or as appropriate to the leasing and 

maintenance cycle of the buildings. 

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. Irrespective of the cycle of revisions, the most recently adopted CMP should be 

considered an appropriate management reference.  Previous CMPs may be 

consulted for further guidance. 

Policies 

POLICY 7.  

The Authority is to inspect 75 and 75 ½ George Street on an annual basis to 

monitor their ongoing condition.  The buildings are to be kept in accordance with 

the Minimum Standards of Maintenance and Repair outlined in Section 118 of 

the Heritage Act 1977. 

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. This inspection is to be undertaken by representatives of the Facilities and Heritage 

teams. 

2. This inspection is to be informed by the NSW Heritage Office Heritage Information 

Series Minimum Standards of Maintenance and Repair. 

 

2.2 Supervision & Documenting Change 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

The Authority maintains a record repository as a resource to inform decision-making and 

provide insight into the history and development of The Rocks.  The Burra Charter sees this 

as a basic resource for understanding and interpreting that place.6  The following policy has 

                                                      

6 The Illustrated Burra Charter, 2004, p94. 

http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/info_minimumstandards.pdf
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/info_minimumstandards.pdf
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been developed so as to allow the emerging history and development of 75 – 75 ½ George 

Street to be recorded for future generations. 

Article 23 of the Burra Charter states that 'Existing fabric, use, associations and meaning 

should be recorded before disturbance occurs'.7 

Policies 

POLICY 8.  

Records associated with the place and its conservation should be placed in a 

permanent archive and made publicly available, subject to requirements of 

security and privacy and where it is culturally appropriate8 in accordance with 

Article 32 of the Burra Charter. 

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1.  Archival recording is to be undertaken in accordance with Heritage Branch 

guidelines.  http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/info_archivalrecords.pdf 

2. Copies of 'as-built' documentation should be provided to the Authority for archival 

purposes at the completion of all projects. 

3. Major alterations should be preceded by photographic archival recording in 

accordance with Heritage Branch guidelines. 

http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/info_photographicrecording2006.pdf 

4. When citing source material from the Authority's archives, the author is to make 

reference to the unique identifying number attributed to the source by the 

Authority's Archivist and Records Department. 

 

2.3 Skills & Experience 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

Articles 4 and 30 of the Burra Charter encourage the use of appropriately skilled and 

multidisciplinary teams in the ongoing management and conservation of items of heritage 

significance.   

  

                                                      

7 Article 23 – Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter 
8
 Article 32 – Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter 

http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/info_archivalrecords.pdf
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/info_photographicrecording2006.pdf
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Policies 

POLICY 9.  

All those advising on or implementing works on site shall be suitably qualified in 

conservation and/or adaptive re-use works of a similar nature. 

POLICY 10.  

Technical input should be sought from those who can demonstrate previous 

experience in, and knowledge of, works of that nature. 

POLICY 11.  

Any maintenance manager, contractor or tradesperson working on site must be 

informed of the building significance and the care with which building fabric 

should be treated. 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1.  Relevant skills required for each project are to be identified early and a project 

team developed to reflect the specifics of the project. 

2. Multi-disciplinary teams should be established to ensure that all areas of 

conservation are equally considered and represented. 

3. An 'induction' should be provided by those supervising the works.  

  

2.4 Approvals / Participation 

NSW Heritage Act 1977 

As 75 – 75 ½ George Street is listed on the NSW State Heritage Register, it is protected 

through a legislative framework.  A summary of these listings is provided within Section 1.4.  

Under Section 57(1) of the NSW Heritage Act 1977, Heritage Council approval is required to 

make changes to a State listed property or move, damage or destroy a relic or to excavate 

or disturb land when there is reasonable knowledge of likelihood of significant relics being 

disturbed.  The Authority has delegations from the NSW Heritage Council to approve 

applications for works that will not materially affect an item. 

There are various types of archaeological works under the NSW Heritage Act.  The Heritage 

Branch provides an overview of the applications on its website.  The Authority also provides 

an outline of various statutory approvals and requirements in The Rocks Fitout Guide. 

Under Section 57(2) of the Act, the Minister may make exemptions for works otherwise 

requiring approval under Section 57(1).  Standard exemptions cover maintenance, repair, 

minor alterations, temporary events and installations.  Further details on standard 

exemptions can be found at the following link 

http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/info_standardexemptions2006.pdf 

http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/12A70AAF-01B7-843B-4277847E1A35A1D4.pdf
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/info_standardexemptions2006.pdf
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Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 

The NSW Department of Planning has transferred some planning responsibilities to the City 

of Sydney.  The transfer includes determinations on development with a capital investment 

value of under $5 million at Sydney Harbour Foreshore sites including such development in 

The Rocks.   

The Minister for Planning will remain the consent authority for: 

 major development of sites identified on the State Heritage Register, 

 development that breaches height limits outlined in the Sydney Cove 
Redevelopment Authority scheme for The Rocks, 

 Proposals deemed 'development' under State Environmental Policy (State and 
Regional Development) 2011. 

The relevant consent Authority should be consulted for further details. 

Landowner's Consent 

The consent of the land owner will be required prior to the lodgement of any statutory 

applications.  It is important to commence discussions with the Authority and its 

representatives as early as possible to ensure the suitability of the proposal through its 

design development. 

The Authority's Landowners Consent Supplementary Guide provides an outline of the 

approvals process.  This document helps the applicant to identify the various consent 

authorities and directs them to web sites providing both application forms and 

supplementary guides that identify submission requirements. 

Policies 

POLICY 12.  

No works should be undertaken without the relevant statutory approvals 

POLICY 13.  

Prior to the granting of owner's consent, the Authority should be satisfied that 

the proposal is consistent with the applicable policies, guidelines and technical 

manuals and will not result in an adverse impact on the significance of the place.  

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. The following publications will assist in the development of proposals: 

a. The Authority's Landowners Consent Supplementary Guide 

b. The Authority's The Rocks Fitout Guide. 

c.  Application guides of other consent authorities, such as the City of 

Sydney. 

http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/A8D06A3F-0D3B-E978-A5AE5CA6EC529C01.pdf
http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/A8D06A3F-0D3B-E978-A5AE5CA6EC529C01.pdf
http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/12A70AAF-01B7-843B-4277847E1A35A1D4.pdf
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2. Pre-lodgement consultations with the Authority's heritage team should be 

undertake to ensure that the direction of any proposal is consistent with the 

conservation objectives of this CMP, The Rocks Heritage Management Plan 

2010and the statutory framework controlling development. 

3. Prior to the granting of land owner's consent, the Authority should be satisfied that 

there are no adverse impacts associated with the proposal, 

4.  A Heritage Impact Statement and documentation sufficient to describe the 

proposal will be required to enable the Authority to adequately assess the potential 

impacts of the proposed modifications.  The NSW Heritage Branch publication, 

Statements of Heritage Impact, can assist in the preparation of these reports. 

 

2.5 Use 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

The ground floor shops at 75-75 ½ George Street appear to have been used almost 

continuously for the retail purpose for which they were built, or for similar purposes, since 

the time of their completion.  Similarly, the upper levels of the buildings appear to have been 

used for the residential purpose for which they were originally designed at least until the 

early 1970s. 

Continuity of use contributes to the heritage significance of buildings and reduces the 

pressure for change to their significant fabric.  Over time, only relatively small changes have 

been made to 75-75 ½ George Street to allow them to cater to modern needs, so, the 

buildings still retain a high degree of intactness in their planning and detail. 

To ensure the continued commercial viability of the buildings while maintaining their historic 

uses, alternative uses may be sought for particular spaces.  Such proposals should take 

advantage of the character and size of the different spaces but not change the fabric to the 

extent that a former use is not recognisable.   

There are several challenges in selecting an appropriate alternative use for these buildings.  

Firstly, it would be difficult to meet statutory requirements, in particular the Building Code of 

Australia, in terms of access within the buildings.  The stairs are steep and non-compliant 

and it is difficult to see how disabled access could be provided to the upper levels of the 

building without an unacceptable level of impact on significant fabric.  Providing disabled 

access into the shops from George Street, or from the rear of the property, would also be 

difficult because of level changes, widths of existing passageways and openings, the 

difficultly of achieving required circulation areas as well as the likely level of impact on 

significant fabric. 

However, the upper levels of the buildings appear to have been under-utilised for some time 

and it would be preferable for them to be used for purposes other than for storage. 

One possible use of the upper floors could be as commercial space leased separately from 

http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/0B9628D6-B745-73FA-E1F20F992872ED23.pdf
http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/0B9628D6-B745-73FA-E1F20F992872ED23.pdf
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/hm_statementsofhi.pdf
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the ground floor retail space.  The two rear entrances at ground floor level could assist this 

use.  Building regulations advice would have to be sought regarding the non-compliance of 

the stairs with the Building Code of Australia.  The issues of street address and location of 

business identification signage would also need to be addressed.    

It would be ideal to use the upper floors of the buildings for residential accommodation, the 

traditional use.  There are precedents for bathrooms and kitchens at first floor level and 

some services for these are already available.  However, the impact on significant fabric of 

the required fire rating and acoustic insulation may prove to be too great and, again, advice 

regarding the stairs would have to be sought. 

 

Policies 

POLICY 14.  

Future uses should be compatible and have a low impact on building fabric, i.e. 

retail.    

POLICY 15.  

The upper levels of the buildings may continue to be used for storage or they 

could be adapted for commercial or residential use, either in association with the 

use of the shops or separately. 

POLICY 16.  

If the servicing, building ordinance or accessibility implications of a proposed 

new use for a space would result in a negative impact on heritage significance, 

that use should not be supported. 

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. Uses that retain the original planning and layouts of rooms should be encouraged., 

2.  If required, the rear first floor rooms of 75 and 75 ½ George Street (spaces 1.05 

and 1.10) could be adapted for use as bathrooms. 

3. If required, the centre first floor rooms of 75 and 75 ½ George Street (spaces 1.02 

and 1.07) could be adapted for use as kitchens. 

4. The stair configuration should remain as existing and no further stairs should be 

introduced to the buildings.  Any use of the upper levels will rely on the support of a 

building regulations consultant regarding the acceptability of the existing stairs for 

the proposed use. 
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2.7 Sustainability 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

In 2009 the Authority adopted a Sustainability Policy with commitments to reduce the carbon 

footprint of its precincts by 80% from a 2000 baseline, with a 20% reduction by 2012. The 

policy aims to achieve climate change targets through: 

 Reductions – increased energy efficiency and reduced energy consumption. 

 Renewables – a portion of energy from non-fossil fuel sources. 

 Offsets – the remainder of fossil-derived energy being sourced from green energy 
tariffs and/or offset through accredited providers. 

In its aim for a socially inclusive and sustainable community the Authority: 

 Acknowledges its responsibility to protect heritage buildings and their cultural 
significance on behalf of the people of NSW. 

 Aims to provide improved tenant amenity through improved air quality, comfort 
levels and natural light, in ways that support heritage considerations. 

In line with this Policy the Authority has adopted a Sustainable Development Fit-out Guide 

which aims to reduce the environmental impact of new construction and building fit-outs. It 

has been shown that the implementation of the measures outlined in the Fit-out Guide have 

the potential to reduce operational costs and improve indoor environmental quality (IEQ) and 

occupant satisfaction. 

Historically buildings were designed, constructed and sited to maximise the effectiveness of 

passive solutions, to provide for thermal comfort needs. Historic buildings also often have 

thermal properties that need little modification to maintain good thermal comfort levels for 

the majority of operational hours. 

In addition to their high level of power consumption, the plant and servicing for air-

conditioning systems to historic buildings can have an unacceptable impact on significant 

building fabric. 

The ground floor spaces of 75 – 75 ½ George Street have previously been air-conditioned 

using split systems but fixed air-conditioning units have not been installed on the upper 

levels of the buildings. 

The Sydney Cove Authority investigated some options for cooling the first floor front room of 

75 ½ George Street in the late 1990s9.  The options suggested for improving thermal comfort 

in 1.01 were the installation of a ceiling fan and the fixing of blinds inside the eastern 

windows. 

 

  

                                                      

9
 Letter from Sydney Cove Authority to Mr Ken Marks, 24 March 1998, Foreshore Authority File REI 364.10.02.pdf 

http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/24FF67C1-FB9B-965C-AE1E7766A6CDC65E.pdf
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Policies 

POLICY 17.  

All applications for building modifications and fit-outs are to demonstrate 

measures which work toward the objectives of the Authority's Sustainability 

Policy. 

POLICY 18.  

Passive ventilation is the preferred means of improving internal occupational 

temperatures. 

POLICY 19.  

Full and mixed mode mechanical ventilation systems will not be considered by 

the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority unless it can be demonstrated that 

passive solutions and the inherent properties of the building envelope cannot 

provide comfortable thermal environments throughout the majority of the 

seasonal character. 

POLICY 20.  

Mechanical solutions, following the implementation and analysis of passive 

solutions, should be designed and selected in consideration of the heritage 

significance of the place and the objectives of the Sustainability Policy. 

POLICY 21.  

Mechanical solutions may not be supported if they present an adverse impact to 

the significance of the place. 

POLICY 22.  

Mechanical systems should be developed on a ‘whole of building’ basis so as to 

mitigate potential impacts, consolidate plant and equipment and rationalise 

reticulation routes. 

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. Where additional cooling is required, the current conditions and the factors 

contributing to discomfort should be identified, monitored and quantified before the 

development of any solutions. 

2. Sustainable and passive solutions should be investigated and implemented to 

measure their effectiveness before the need for mechanical ventilation.  These 

measures may include the installation of internal blinds and ceiling fans. 

3. Building users and managers should understand the impacts that a proposed use 

of a space will have on the existing thermal properties of the space.  If the use will 
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increase the levels beyond that which can be managed by passive solutions, and 

the required modifications present an unacceptable level of intervention, the use 

should not be supported.  Refer to 2.5, Use 

4. Reference should be made to the Foreshore Authority’s Sustainable Development 

Fit-out Guide and the Green Building User Guide for criteria relating to the 

installation and alteration of mechanical ventilation systems. 

5. The policies of this Conservation Management Plan, The Rocks Heritage 

Management Plan, the Foreshore Authority Sustainability Policy, Sustainable 

Development Fit-out Guide, ICOMOS Burra Charter and best conservation practice 

should be key guidelines in the design and development of mechanical ventilation 

systems. 

 

2.8 Ordinance Compliance 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

The National Construction Code, which incorporates the Building Code of Australia (BCA) is 

the legislative framework providing design and construction technical standards for 

structural, fire, health, amenity, sustainability and plumbing works. 

The legislation is performance based providing a framework of ' … Deemed-to-Satisfy 

Provisions, which cover established and acceptable practices, or flexibility to develop 

Alternative Solutions'10 

In general, when considering the BCA in heritage buildings, proposals must ensure that 

significant fabric and spatial qualities are not compromised when methods for achieving 

BCA compliance are being developed. 

Policies 

POLICY 23.  

Compliance works should seek to respond to the intent of legislation.  

Alternative Solutions are preferable when full compliance will adversely impact 

on the significance of 75 – 75 ½ George Street. 

POLICY 24.  

Uses that require an unacceptable degree of intervention resulting from 

ordinance compliance should be avoided.  This applies to both the use of the 

entire building and to the use of an individual space within a building. 

 

                                                      

10 www.abcb.gov.au 

 

http://www.abcb.gov.au/
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Strategies/Guidelines 

1.  NSW Heritage Council Fire, Access and Services Advisory Panel (FASAP) 

provides advice to government and private bodies to achieve acceptable solutions 

for building compliance. The FASAP Resource Listand further details about their 

services is available through the NSW Heritage Branch web site. 

2.  Consultants should be encouraged to consider alternatives which present fewer 

physical and visual impacts but achieve the performance requirements of the Code 

through Deemed-to-Satisfy Provisions or Alternative Solutions. 

3.  Solutions that implement fire or smoke detection and active fire suppression are 

preferred over those which respond literally to ordinance requirements. 

2.9 Curtilage and Setting 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

75 – 75 ½ George Street belongs to a larger, significant streetscape group of historic 

Victorian and early Twentieth Century buildings.  The group runs along the western side of 

George Street between Argyle Street and Mill Lane.  The George Street façade of the 

buildings makes an important contribution to this significant streetscape. 

Also important are the views of the rear elevations of 75 – 75 ½ George Street from the 

pedestrian precinct that runs behind Nos. 71 to 85 George Street.  This precinct was formed 

by the Sydney Cove Development Authority in the late 1970s and it incorporates trees, 

historic rear yards, walls and other archaeology (including the evidence of the former 

external WCs to 75 and 75 ½ George Street, see Figure 38).  Although the views towards 75 

and 75 ½ George Street from this area are secondary views and were not originally intended 

to be open to the public domain, they have formed part of the pedestrian experience of The 

Rocks for over 30 years. 

The setting and curtilage of the buildings is discussed in detail in Part 4.4. 

Policies 

POLICY 25.  

The setting of 75-75 ½ George Street, as defined by the curtilage indicated in 

Figure 9 should be retained. 

POLICY 26.  

The significant views towards 75 – 75 ½ George Street, as indicated in Figure 9 

should be retained. 

POLICY 27.  

In order to conserve the urban qualities of the rear yard no further removal of the 

historic elements between the rear of 75-75 ½ George Street and Samson's 

Cottage should be permitted. 

http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/Fasap_Resources.pdf
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/
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Strategies/Guidelines 

1. Views towards the rear elevations (north, west and south) of the buildings should 

not be further obscured by tree plantings or structures in the public domain, 

2. The trees planted directly behind the western elevation of the building could be 

removed if desired as they are not of heritage significance. 

 

2.10 Archaeology 

2.10.1 Indigenous Archaeology 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

Current research indicates that Cadigal may not have permanently occupied The Rocks 

because it was a rugged, rocky peninsula that had no permanent water supply (except for 

the Tank Stream some distance to the south).  Nevertheless, as with the rest of the harbour, 

the Cadigal would have taken advantage of the plentiful food supply along the foreshore, 

including the fish and shellfish.  Evidence of use or occupancy in the general area around 

the site prior to the arrival of the Europeans is highly likely to have been destroyed by later 

development.  Some deep deposits may survive and policies should be included in this plan 

to deal with the unlikely event Aboriginal archaeological resources are uncovered. 

Sites of Aboriginal archaeological potential are managed under the provisions of the NSW 

National Parks and Wildlife Act 1979 administered by the NSW Office and Environment and 

Heritage (OEH). 

 

Policies 

POLICY 28.  

Any potentially encountered Aboriginal archaeological resources should be 

conserved in accordance with the requirements of the NSW National Parks and 

Wildlife Act 1979 and their potential for interpretation considered. 

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. In the event that Aboriginal archaeological material is unexpectedly discovered, 

work shall immediately cease in the affected area and the Sydney Harbour 

Foreshore Authority and the NSW Office and Environment and Heritage (OEH) is to 

be contacted. 

2. Should disturbance be required where Aboriginal archaeological material has been 
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identified, an application under Section 90 of the National Parks and Wildlife Act will 

be required for this disturbance. 

 

2.10.2 Historical Archaeology 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

The site of No 75 and 75 ½ George St has been occupied by Europeans since 1788.  The 

early documentary record does not provide enough detail to ascertain if the site ever had out 

buildings or other structures constructed upon it, or if the land was used for any purpose 

other than for the hospital garden before 1800.  There is a chance that the wells depicted on 

the March 1788 Bradley Plan may lie within the subject site.  There may be evidence of the 

1809 Gaudry house and part of Fredrick Garling’s residence or garden within the 

archaeological resource of the site.  Archaeological excavations have been carried out  

on the site, on Samson’s cottage and next door at the Observer Hotel.  These investigations 

revealed an extensive archaeological resource.  The Observer Hotel excavation revealed 

only part of the Garling residence indicating that more could survive in unexcavated areas, 

such as on the subject site. 

The archaeological resource may answer questions about the use of the land prior to the 

construction of the single story shop c.1853, and whether that shop had a basement.  An 

inspection of the basement of 75 ½ George St indicates there is demolition rubble in the 

sand deposit of the floor and this could relate to any of the earlier building phases.  The 

basement fireplaces display shell mortar indicating they were constructed prior to the current 

building, completed in 1883.  Shell mortar is commonly associated with construction prior to 

the 1850s and the previous CMP claimed the fireplaces were built at the same time as 

Unwins Stores, c.1844. 

The archaeological resource of the subject site is likely to be extensive enough to answer 

questions about early land use that is not detailed in the historical record. 

Policies 

POLICY 29.  

Disturbance of the ground should be avoided so as to avoid impact to potential 

archaeological deposits. 

POLICY 30.  

Any works involving ground disturbance must be preceded by a Heritage Impact 

Statement/Archaeological Assessment outlining the nature of the disturbance, 

assessing the impact on the archaeology, and presenting a methodology for 

dealing with the archaeology. This document must be prepared by a suitably 

qualified archaeologist approved by SHFA or the NSW Heritage Branch. 
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POLICY 31.  

Should excavation of archaeological relics be deemed necessary, application 

must be made under the Heritage Act. The site is listed on the State Heritage 

Register. Application will be made under s57 (1) of the Heritage Act. If it is 

determined that excavation will not adversely affect potential archaeological 

relics, then an application for Exemption from the s60 process can be made 

under s57(3) of the Heritage Act. 

POLICY 32.  

Additional services are to be located in existing trenches. New services are not 

to be considered without first exploring options that limit excavation, such as 

above ground reticulation. 

POLICY 33.  

Relics recovered during archaeological works on site may be required to form 

part of an interpretation installation on site, prepared in consultation with Sydney 

Harbour Foreshore Authority heritage officers. Refer to Section 2.18. 

POLICY 34.  

Relics should not be removed without consultation with SHFA heritage staff and 

the implementation of suitably approved recording measures. Such items must 

be conserved and stored in accordance with SHFA’s archaeological artefact 

collection procedures. 

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. Particular care should be taken in the basements, which still contain soil deposits.  

Rock-cut features and other structural remains should be conserved and new 

works in sub-floor areas should be designed around them.  Removal is only 

possible under archaeological supervision and subject to a statutory assessment 

and approval under the relics provision of the NSW Heritage Act. Any movable 

artefacts from the site and selected for retention should be stored along with 

original site records in the Foreshore Authority artefact store and archive.  

2. The publication Assessing Significance for Historical Archaeological Sites and 

‘Relics’ outlines the responsibilities of the proponent when dealing with 

archaeological sites. 

2. Roof spaces and cavities between ceilings and floors often contain artefacts stored 

there or deposited by animals such as rats. These can provide valuable evidence 
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of site occupation and should not be removed without consultation with SHFA 

heritage staff. 

 

2.11 Adaptation / Alterations & Additions 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

The shops at 75 – 75 ½ George Street are still used for the purposes for which they were 

designed.  The upper floor levels are currently not used for residential purposes, but the 

commercial uses to which these levels have been put in recent years have not led to undue 

pressure for change to their layout or fabric.   

Apart from the demolition of the dividing walls to the ground floor shops, and the loss of the 

fireplace to space G.02 in the shop at 75 ½ George Street, the succession of tenancies over 

the years has had relatively little impact on the significant fabric of the building.  However, 

every time a new tenant takes over the lease for one of these buildings, there is the 

possibility change to 75 – 75 ½ George Street and this may impact on their cultural 

significance.  It appears that the upper floors of the buildings are currently under-utilised and 

this may lead to a change in the type of use.   

 

The Burra Charter (Article 15) states that the contribution of all periods to a place must be 

respected, unless what is removed is of slight cultural significance and the fabric which is to 

be revealed is of much greater cultural significance.  It also states (Article 22) that new work 

may be acceptable where it does not distort or obscure the significance of a place and that 

new work should be readily identifiable as such on close inspection. 

75 – 75 ½ George Street has already been developed to its maximum capacity.  In 

combination with its level of significance, this means that scope for new external 

development is very limited.   In general, no external alterations or additions should occur, 

except minor additions for services, where these can be concealed from public view or 

where major alterations have already been made.   

Within the general principles outlined in this CMP, some relatively minor internal alterations 

and additions could occur.  These should be designed so that they affect only limited 

amounts of original fabric.   

The Gradings of Significance drawings and Summary of Elements in Part 7 of this document 

give further information that will guide proposals for alterations and additions to the building. 

  

  



32 October 2012 2975 – 75 ½ George Street  CMP   

 

Policies 

POLICY 35.  

Alterations and additions should be managed to minimise impacts on cultural 

significance.  Generally, they should be planned only in spaces and for elements 

that have been altered previously, i.e. areas of lower significance.  Refer to the 

Gradings of Significance drawings and the Summary of Elements in Part 7 of 

this document. 

POLICY 36.  

The introduction of new fabric should be undertaken in such a manner that it 

does not impact on the cultural significance of the place.   

POLICY 37.  

There should not be any subdivision or partitioning of significant spaces.  The 

exception is where the installation of a wall would re-establish an earlier or more 

significant plan form.. 

POLICY 38.  

Any new development should be carried out within the existing building 

envelope. 

 

Strategies / Guidelines 

1. Where proposals for alterations provide opportunities to re-establish earlier or more 

significant plan forms, these opportunities should be taken. 

2. Fitouts should be designed with reference to the Rocks Fitout Guide . 

3. The two separate retail tenancies at ground floor level at 75 – 75 ½ George Street 

should be retained as separate shops and the two entrances to the George Street 

footpath should remain operational. 

4. The ground floor shops to 75 and 75 ½ George Street could be partitioned if the 

partitions were designed to sit in line with the original dividing walls to the spaces.  

The demolished wall between spaces 2.02 and 2.03, on the second floor of 75 ½ 

George Street, could be re-built if desired. 

5. The missing window facing George Street in space 2.01 of 75 ½ George Street 

should be replaced to match the intact window in the corresponding location in 75 

George Street (see Figure 100). 

6. No openings in the party wall between the two buildings should be permitted. 

7.  If further documentary evidence that provides detail of the original streetfront 

awning is found, the existing awning may be re-built so that it is a more accurate 

reconstruction of the original. 

http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/12A70AAF-01B7-843B-4277847E1A35A1D4.pdf
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2.12 Design & Detailing 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

The architectural language employed for future alterations, additions and reconstructions 

should be clearly identifiable from that of the original extant fabric.  New elements should 

also seek to be complementary to, rather than competitive with, significant fabric. 

 

Policies 

POLICY 39.  

New work should be identifiable as a new layer within the building while 

complementing and responding sympathetically to the architectural form, layout 

and detailing of the space.   

POLICY 40.  

New work should be reversible and should be able to be removed without 

damaging significant fabric. 

POLICY 41.  

Future fitouts should not visually detract, through detailing or clutter, from the 

opportunity to experience the design and patina of the extant fabric.  This 

extends to furnishings, artworks, internal signage and the like. 

POLICY 42.  

Period detailing should only be used to reconstruct removed or damaged 

elements and should be based on physical or documentary evidence. 

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. New materials should be of a quality and finish comparable with the significance of 

the place. 

2. New furniture items should be freestanding and self supporting in their design and 

detailing. 

3. Period detailing should only be employed in instances where original fabric is being 

reconstructed and there is sufficient evidence to inform the profile, material and 

finish of the fabric.  Where there is no evidence of the original detail, it is not 

appropriate to invent a period detail.  New bathrooms or kitchenettes, for example, 

should be fitted out in a simple, contemporary style.  
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4. Partitioning of internal spaces, if necessary, should be undertaken in a secondary 

manner, using partitions that can eventually be removed and which do not impact 

on the existing fenestration, finishes or details.  The exception is the partition 

between spaces 2.02 and 2.03 on the second floor of 75 ½ George Street.  This 

partition could be reconstructed to match the original detail still evident in the 

corresponding location in 71 George Street. 

 

2.13 Painting 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

The current external colour scheme to the upper levels of the George Street elevation of 75 

– 75 ½ George Street has been based on paint scrapes and the tonal variations visible in 

historic photographs.  The internal colour schemes of the spaces G.04 and G.08, at the rear 

of the ground floor of the buildings, of the stair halls and of the upper levels have also been 

based on historic precedent.  

An interpretive panel of paintwork that shows the original colour scheme has been retained 

in former kitchen G.04 in 75 ½ George Street. 

 

Policies 

POLICY 43.  

External colour schemes are to be consistent with historic schemes as identified 

by physical and documentary evidence. 

POLICY 44.  

Painting is to be undertaken without disturbance to or removal of earlier paint 

layers and should retain these layers except in instances where the surface is 

loose and flaking, blistering or chalking.11 

POLICY 45.  

Previously unpainted surfaces should remain unpainted. 

POLICY 46.  

The interpretive panel of paint on the eastern wall of space G.04, former kitchen, 

ground floor 75 ½ George Street, is to be retained.  The tape currently adhered 

to the surface of the panel should be removed as it will damage the paint over 

time. 

 

                                                      

11 Standard Exemption 3: Painting http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/Standard_Exemptions.pdf 

http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/Standard_Exemptions.pdf
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Strategies/Guidelines 

1. When preparing for the repainting of previously painted external surfaces, care 

should be taken to ensure that evidence of previous painted wall signs or 

decorative paint finishes (which may exist below existing painted surfaces) is not 

damaged.   

2. Any proposed internal or external colour schemes should be informed by historic 

schemes and/or historic precedent. 

 

2.14 Significant Fabric (Change, Repair, Maintenance) 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

One of the key objectives of contemporary conservation practice is that the significant fabric 

of a building or place should be retained and conserved in order to preserve the essential 

integrity of the building or place for future generations.  Article 3 of the Burra Charter states 

that 'conservation work should be based on a respect for the original fabric, should involve 

the minimum interference to the existing fabric and should not distort the evidence provided 

by the fabric'.  

While any building repair, alteration or conservation activity will affect the building in some 

way, the aim should be to minimise change to the building.  In this way, the authenticity of 

the item will be retained as far as possible when changes are made or maintenance is 

carried out. 

Adaptations of existing fabric for practical reasons such as installation of new services and 

equipment, and the need to meet fire safety and other statutory requirements, may also be 

required to ensure that the use of the building can continue. 

This section provides the broad policies and guidelines for conserving the significant fabric 

of 75 – 75 ½ George Street.  The individual components and spaces of the two buildings 

have been carefully assessed to identify the differing level of contribution each makes to the 

significance of the overall site.  Part 7 of this document includes Gradings of Significance 

diagrams that provide a graphic representation of the various levels of significance of the 

buildings' individual spaces and elements of fabric.  Accompanying these diagrams are 

policies that outline how fabric of various grades of significance should be conserved.  Part 7 

also includes the Summary of Elements, which illustrates the individual elements that are 

significant and provides specific policies for their conservation.  

Section 118 of the Heritage Act provides for the regulation of minimum standards for the 

maintenance and repair of State Heritage Register items.  The minimum standards cover the 

areas of weatherproofing, fire protection, security and essential maintenance.  Refer to 

Section 2.1. 

 

http://australia.icomos.org/wp-content/uploads/BURRA_CHARTER.pdf
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Policies  

POLICY 47.  

The significant elements and spaces of 75 – 75 ½ George Street shall be 

retained and conserved in accordance with the gradings of significance 

indicated on the diagrams in Section 7.3 and with the accompanying policies 

included in Section 7.2. 

POLICY 48.  

Areas of significant fabric that are damaged or missing should be repaired and 

reconstructed when the opportunity arises.  

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. The conservation of significant fabric should be directed by appropriately 

experienced personnel.  Inspection and maintenance works, and the preparation of 

the maintenance schedule, should only be carried out by those with professional 

knowledge of and demonstrated experience with the materials and types of fabric 

found in 75 – 75 ½ George Street.  Refer to Section 2.3. 

2. The NSW Heritage Branch provides general advice as to the cause, treatment and 

remediation of deterioration in various traditional building materials.  These 

publications can be sourced from the NSW Heritage Branch website 

www.heritage.nsw.gov.au. 

3. The treatment of hazardous materials should be documented and undertaken with 

a thorough understanding of the options for retention, encapsulation or removal 

4. Old building fabric that is not causing any on-going deterioration of other fabric 

should not be repaired simply for visual reasons.  The patina of age and the ability 

to demonstrate evidence of significant uses should be retained.  The replacement 

of significant fabric should only be considered when deterioration cannot be 

retarded and it is beyond repair. 

 

2.15 Fixtures & Fittings 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

The intactness of the buildings of 75 – 75 ½ George Street are represented not only through 

their plan form but through their intact fixtures and fittings. 

 

 

 

http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/
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Article 10 of the Burra Charter acknowledges that contents, fixtures and fittings make a 

direct contribution to the cultural significance of the place.12 It is important to maintain their 

physical relationship with the place through retention in-situ.  Any removal for the purposes 

of maintenance or conservation works should be carefully documented and managed to 

ensure accurate and timely reinstatement. 

Policies 

POLICY 49.  

The following significant fixtures and fittings of 75 – 75 ½ George Street should 

be retained and conserved in situ.  They should not be removed, concealed by 

new fabric or relocated to another space. 

 The sandstone, timber and plaster mantelpieces to 75 and 75 ½ 
George Street, 

 The intact joinery – door leaves, windows, skirtings, architraves and 
cornices to the buildings. 

 The intact hardware, such as rimlocks, that remains on some original 
doors and windows, 

 The internal cast iron and plaster wall vents, 

 The steel shelf to the southern wall of the ground floor shop in 75 ½ 
George Street, 

 The original gas wall brackets and the original ceiling roses designed 
for gas light fittings, 

 The historic electrical installations to the buildings, including surface 
mounted conduits, timber wall plates and roses. 

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

2. Any maintenance of the significant fixtures and fittings of 75 – 75 ½ George Street 

should be carried out by personnel experienced in the conservation of similar items.   

Refer to Part 4.8 and Part 7.36 for further information about the significant fixtures and 

fittings of the buildings. 

2.16 New Services 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

The installation and periodic upgrading of services is an intrinsic component of the ongoing 

use and management of 75 – 75 ½ George Street and is acceptable in the context of 

upgrading to suit current building ordinances and contemporary requirements.  Services 

installations may have an unacceptable impact on significant fabric and spaces, and must 

be carefully designed.  The buildings contain several examples of original gas brackets and 

plaster ceiling roses designed for gas light fittings.  There are also elements of the buildings' 

                                                      

12 ICOMOS Illustrated Burra Charter p42 
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early electrical installation that remain in situ.  These elements are significant and should be 

retained. 

Refer to Section 2.6 Sustainability. 

 

Policies 

POLICY 50.  

The extension or alteration of existing services in 75 – 75 ½ George Street  

should not have a detrimental impact on the significance of the building 

components as a whole. 

POLICY 51.  

The proposed upgrading of services should be carefully planned.    Service 

routes must be planned so as not to damage the significant fabric, disturb 

potential archaeological deposits or disrupt significant spaces. The preparation 

of schematic layouts is not sufficient. 

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. New services should be concealed within floor and ceiling voids where possible 

and surface mounted outside of these zones.  This approach should be balanced to 

ensure visual clutter is minimised. 

2. Areas previously modified for services installations should be re-used in preference 

to modifying intact fabric. 

3. Services are not to be chased into significant fabric, such as brickwork, stonework 

or rendered masonry.  Where existing chases for services exist, they may be re-

used for new services but they should not be enlarged. 

4. Brackets or fixings for services should not damage significant fabric.  Fixings to 

face brickwork or stonework should only be made into mortar joints. 

5. No externally mounted air-conditioning or ventilation equipment, water heaters or 

service components to the facades of the buildings is permissible. 

6. Any plant located on the roof of the buildings should be located so as to minimise 

visual impacts when the building is viewed from the public domain. 

7. An overall services strategy/plan should be completed before any upgrading of 

services, particularly air-conditioning systems, is proposed.  The services strategy 

should plan for the consolidation and centralisation of services systems where 

possible, so that their impact on heritage significance is minimised.  Any overall 

services plan should develop strategies for the reconfiguration of services so that 

as much as possible of the existing roof level plant can be removed. 
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8. The practice of leaving the evidence of original gas fittings and ceiling roses, as 

well as early electrical fittings, in situ should be continued.  New electrical services 

and fittings should be designed to sit in different locations from these original and 

early fittings. 

 

2.17 Signage & External Lighting 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

It is recognised that business identification and external lighting are important components 

of the commercial use of 75 – 75 ½ George Street. The signage and external lighting must 

not, however, have an adverse impact on significant heritage fabric or the overall character 

of the place.  

Both 75 and 75 ½ George Street already have appropriately designed signage as outlined in 

Part 7, Summary of Elements.  If required, additional signage could be painted onto the 

glazing of the shopfronts as this was a traditional signage solution that historic photographs 

suggest was used previously on the buildings. 

Currently, the George Street facade of the buildings, at ground floor level, is lit by a light 

mounted to the soffit of the streetfront awning.  There are also small lights fitted above each 

shop entrance.  Other lighting of the façade at ground level is provided by light spillage from 

the ground floor internal spaces of the building.   

 

Policies 

POLICY 52.  

Any future proposals for external signage and lighting should be consistent with 

the relevant policies and technical guides of the Sydney Harbour Foreshore 

Authority. 

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. Fixings for signage and light fittings are to be non-ferrous in nature and they are to 

be located either in mortar joints or in previous fixing locations, 

2. Signs could be painted on to the glazed shopfronts if required as long as their 

design is consistent with the policy above, 

3.  Further lighting to the George Street facade of the buildings could be considered.  

Its design should be consistent with the policy above. 

4.  Illumination should highlight the architecturally significant features of the façade, 

rather than floodlight the whole facade.  Care should be taken to ensure that over-

illumination does not occur. 
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5.  Refer to The Rocks Lighting Policy 2009 and The Rocks Signage Policy 2009. 

 

2.18 Accessibility 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

Building improvements should seek to improve access for those with ‘…mobility or sensory 

impairments, the elderly, parents with small children and anyone who is temporarily disabled 

as a result of injury or illness.’[1] 

The provision of full disabled access to the building would present a significant challenge 

and would be very likely to result in unacceptable impacts on significant fabric.  It is 

accepted that this may limit the potential uses of the building.  The internal stairs do not 

comply with the standard provisions of the Building Code of Australia, let alone Section D.3 

that deals with accessibility.  Providing disabled access into the shops from George Street, 

or from the rear of the property, would also be very difficult because of level changes, widths 

of existing passageways and openings, the difficultly of achieving required circulation areas 

as well as the likely level of impact on significant fabric.. 

 

Policies 

POLICY 53.  

Access solutions should seek to improve accessibility to the building while 

maintaining the identified significance of the place. 

POLICY 54.  

Where possible, access solutions should seek to supplement existing amenity 

rather than replace existing fabric.  This may be achieved, for example, by 

retaining existing door hardware in an inoperable state and introducing lever 

action hardware mounted at an appropriate height. 

POLICY 55.  

A strategy should be developed that seeks to address accessibility from a whole 

of building perspective to avoid piecemeal and incremental alterations. 

POLICY 56.  

Modifications to increase the level of access to the buildings should, where 

possible, be planned to areas of lesser significance and designed with 

reversibility in mind. 

                                                      

[1] Improving Access to Heritage Buildings, Martin, E.J, 1999, p.1 

http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/0B9837B8-B9CD-A9AA-7244C7594E7C388E.pdf
http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/747E20A7-FFE1-3AC2-F59C03CE6D3B5196.pdf
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POLICY 57.  

Interpretation initiatives should be considered for areas of the building for which 

full and dignified access cannot be achieved. 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. Improving Access to Heritage Buildings E.J Martin, Australian Council of National 

Trusts, 1999. 

2. Access for all to Heritage Places Technical Leaflet Heritage Council of Victoria. 

3. NSW Heritage Council Fire, Access and Services Advisory Panel (FASAP) 

provides advice to government and private bodies to achieve acceptable solutions 

for building compliance. The FASAP Resource List and further details about their 

services is available through the NSW Heritage Branch web site. 

4. Refer to Policy 40. 

 

2.19 Interpretation 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

Interpretation of historic places essentially reveals long-term connections and cohesions that 

underpin our cultural identity.  To 'interpret' a historic place in its geographic and physical 

setting is to bring its history to life to increase the public's understanding and, through this 

extended understanding, to give the public an enhanced perception of the significance of the 

place. 

Due to its history, significance and setting in The Rocks, 75 – 75 ½ George Street is capable 

of being interpreted for promotional and educational purposes. 

Policies 

POLICY 58.  

An interpretation plan should be developed and implemented for 75 – 75 ½ 

George Street. 

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. The ongoing asset management of 75 – 75 ½ George Street should include the 

development and implementation of an interpretation strategy that reveals the 

cultural significance of the place. 

2. The ICOMOS International Cultural Tourism Charter should be taken into account 

in developing any interpretation strategy. 

http://www.environment.gov.au/heritage/ahc/publications/commission/books/pubs/improving-access-heritage-buildings.pdf
http://www.heritage.vic.gov.au/admin/file/content2/c7/HVC015_Disability_Access_dc05.pdf
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/Fasap_Resources.pdf
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/13_subnav_02.htm
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PART 3 
HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 
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3.1 Method Used to Assess & Present Heritage 

Significance 

The following evaluation of significance has been developed with reference to the previous 

conservation management plans prepared for 75 – 75 ½ George Street and to the NSW 

Heritage Branch publication Assessing Heritage Significance.13  The assessment of 

significance follows the investigation and historic background forming Parts 4 and 5 of this 

CMP, as well as the themes established by the previous CMPs. 

A summary Statement of Significance is provided within the Executive Summary 1.1, and a 

further detailed statement in Section 3.9. The relative significance of individual building 

elements is identified within Part 7. 

 

3.2 Criterion (A): Historical Significance 

An item is important in the course, pattern of NSW’s or the local area’s cultural or natural 

history. 

Soon after the arrival of the First Fleet in 1788, the site of 75 – 75 ½ George Street was 

located within the gardens of the colony's first hospital.  Early plans do not indicate any 

structures on the site of 75-75 ½ George Street.  

Around 1800, land that was not required for future extensions to the hospital was made 

available by the government, and the site was part of a grant made to William Balmain, who 

became principal surgeon to the colony in 1796.  The surgeon's house was adjacent to the 

land granted to Balmain in The Rocks and it is assumed that Balmain lived in the house as it 

was provided with the position. 

By 1809, William Gaudry had acquired the lease and he built a house on or near the subject 

site.  Gaudry had arrived in the colony in 1807 and worked for his patron, Colonel Peterson 

in Van Diemen's Land.  He returned to Sydney with Paterson in 1808 and took a 

government post.  It is not clear if any further structures were erected on the site between 

1816, when Gaudry died, and 1835. 

Around 1824, Frederick Garling, who became Crown Solicitor and later Crown Prosecutor, 

acquired the lease.  Garling and his family lived in a substantial two-storey house on the site 

of the Observer Hotel in the 1820s.   

The grant was formalised by 1838, by which time it has been transferred in trust to William 

Carr and George John Rodgers.  Carr and Rodgers transferred the grant to Frederick Wright 

Unwin, who subdivided it into a series of lots and erected the substantial sandstone stores to 

the south of the site of 75-75 ½ George Street c.1845.  Garling's house is believed to have 

been demolished c.1844. 

                                                      

13 http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/assessingheritagesignificance.pdf NSW Heritage Office 2001 

http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/assessingheritagesignificance.pdf
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/assessingheritagesignificance.pdf
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In 1845, Lot 7 of Unwin's subdivision was transferred to William Samson, a stevedore, who 

took out a mortgage to build a house on the lot.  Samson constructed a two-storey brick and 

shingle house with three rooms at the rear of the block to Kendall Lane in 1844.  The two 

stone fireplaces that survive in the basement of 75 ½ George St were built by Unwin when 

he constructed his stone stores, c.1844-46, and the chimneys cross the boundary line.  

Samson may have intended to build a commercial property at the George St frontage of the 

Lot.  William Samson died in 1847 and his wife, Martha, and daughter, Mary, became joint 

owners of the property.   

A single storey shop at the front of the block was constructed by 1853, its frontage set 

slightly back from the alignment of Unwin's Stores.  From 1861 until 1880 the shop was 

occupied by various grocers and fruiterers, followed by a butcher and a cooper.  Samson’s 

cottage became the residence attached to the shop, and in Sands Directory both the shop 

and Samson's Cottage are listed as the one address, No. 79 George Street.   

The Samsons' cottage was resumed after the outbreak of the plague in 1901.  After being 

used as a Chinese boarding house for several years in the early 20
th

 century, the cottage 

was partly demolished in c.1929 or 1930.  Parts of the western wall survive in the Rocks 

Discovery Museum today.  

In 1882, the single storey shop fronting George St had been demolished and it was replaced 

by the extant pair of three storey brick shops, with residences above, built by Alexander 

Cormack and completed in 1883.  The development was typical of the early boom years of 

the 1880s.  The street numbers for the new buildings became 75 George and 75 ½ George 

St.   

In 1889 the pair of shops was sold to Abraham Hoffnung, a member of the Hoffnung family 

that had established its business, Hoffnung & Co., in Sydney in 1852.  The company 

supplied a wide range of local and imported goods.  In addition to importing goods, Sigmond 

Hoffnung also developed trade relations with Sydney’s Chinese Merchants. 

In 1885, the ground floor shop at 75 George St became a hairdressers that was run by 

several different proprietors until 1890.  It was subsequently occupied by hatters, outfitters 

and tailors for the next few years.  From 1898, the shop was used as refreshment rooms 

and then as a confectionery shop in 1900.  A boarding house, that may have incorporated 

Samson’s Cottage, was opened at 75 George Street in 1901 and it ran on the site until 

c.1910.  The boarding house shared the building with a bootmaker from 1904.  The upper 

levels of the building appear to have been used as a residence from 1910 to 1926.   

During the depression in the 1930s, the premises was not continuously tenanted.  The shop 

was a Chinese laundry from 1944 until 1947 when the ‘goodwill and fittings’ were sold to 

Henry James, who continued the business until 1974, living above the shop.  

Joseph Landers, a bootmaker, is listed in Sands Directory as being in residence in 75 ½ 

George Street from 1885 until c.1890.  The building remained a bootmakers' premises, 

under several different operators, until 1900 when a tobacconist opened, remaining on the 
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site until c.1903.   

In 1906 the building's long association with the Chinese community began when Quan Lee 

opened up refreshment rooms.  These operated for only a few years, being replaced by a 

dressmaker.  By 1914, the dressmaker had left and by 1916 Hong On Jang was running a 

shipping provedore, and probably boarding house for the Chinese community, from the 

building.  Archaeological excavations at the Samson's cottage site found extensive evidence 

for the Chinese occupation of Samson’s cottage, so it is likely that Hong on Jang's boarding 

house also occupied the cottage.  Hong on Jang occupied the site until about 1925.  

From 1925 until c.1929 or 1930 a fish shop operated from No. 75 ½ George St.  The MSB 

became the landlords in 1936 and records for the building use during the 1930s have not 

been located.  During the Second World War, from 1942, the Department of Social Services 

used the building as an emergency store.  It was still being used for that function in 1961, 

but there are no records for the intervening period. 

Refer to Part 5 for further information about the historical significance of the site. 

The item meets this criterion at a STATE level. 

 

The historical significance of 75-75 ½ George Street is demonstrated by: 

 The association of the site with the first hospital and the early colonial 

development of Sydney,  

 The basement of 75 ½ George Street its two sandstone fireplaces (c.1844) and 

their contemporary sandstone chimneys.  The chimneys are shared by 75 ½ 

George Street and the northernmost building of Unwin's Stores, directly to the 

south, 

 The remnants of Samson's Cottage, built c.1844, at the rear of the site, 

 The surviving early 1880s subdivision of the lot, which demonstrates the 

increasing density of development in The Rocks in the 1880s, 

 The building type, with shops at ground floor level and residential 

accommodation/workrooms above, 

 The integrity of the original planning and fabric of the extant buildings, including 

their intact original exteriors and shopfronts, their relatively intact ground floor 

plans and their highly intact first and second floor plans, 

 The evidence of the former external WCs at the rear of the building, 

 The use of the buildings as boarding houses during the early Twentieth Century, 

 The range of small businesses that occupied the buildings up to the 1950s, 

including hairdressers, bootmakers, hatters, outfitters, tailors, refreshment rooms 
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and provedores, and the continuation of the retail use of the site that commenced 

with the construction of the single-storey shop in 1853, 

 The continuing use of the buildings for specialty shops, sometimes with 

workrooms above, today. 

 

3.3 Criterion (B): Associational Significance 

An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person or group of 

persons, of importance in NSW’s or the local area’s cultural or natural history. 

The site of 75 – 75 ½ George Street formed part of the land granted to William Balmain 

(1762-1803), surgeon and landholder.  Balmain was an assistant surgeon on the First Fleet 

and served in Sydney between 1788-1791, after which he was sent to Norfolk Island.  Upon 

his return to Sydney in 1795, Balmain was granted the land that included the subject site, 

although it appears that he did not develop the site.  In 1796, he was appointed principal 

surgeon to the colony. 

The site also has an association with Fredrick Garling Snr (1775-1848), a solicitor who 

became Crown Solicitor and, later, Crown Prosecutor.  The site formed part of the garden of 

the residence Garling occupied in Sydney in the 1820s.  The exact dates between which 

Garling's residence sat on the site are not known but are likely to have been between 

c.1815-1838.  The site also has association with Fredrick Garling Jnr (1806-1873), customs 

official and marine artist. 

Fredrick Wright Unwin (1798-1852), landowner and solicitor, is also associated with the site.  

Unwin subdivided the former Garling property and constructed the substantial stone Unwin's 

Stores just to the south of the site. 

The site is also associated with Abraham Hoffnung, (1834-1912) businessman and diplomat 

to England, Hawaii and Portugal.  Abraham Hoffnung was a member of the prominent 

Hoffnung family that that had established its business Hoffnung & Co., which sold local and 

imported goods, in 1852.  By 1880, the business employed 99 people and operated 9 stores 

in the vicinity of Pitt Street, as well as a large saddlery and harness making company.  

Hoffnung purchased 75–75 ½ George Street, apparently as an investment, in 1889, holding 

them until they were resumed in 1900.   

Both buildings also have associations with the early Sydney Chinese community and with 

Chinese merchants.  For a few years from 1906, 75 ½ George Street operated as 

refreshment rooms operated by Quan Lee and it was later associated with Hong On Jang, a 

Chinese merchant and shipping provedore.  Between 1904-1911, Hong On Jang regularly 

boarded his countrymen within his household in Harrington Street, and between 1916-24 he 

accommodated them at 75 ½ George Street.  Hong On Jang was also involved with the S.S. 

Courtney incident, when several stowaways were found to be holding letters, addressed to 

Hong on Jang, asking for assistance in sending them to their family members already 
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resident in Australia.  At 75 George Street, a Chinese laundry operated between 1944 and 

1947.  

Refer to Part 5 for further information about the associational significance of the site. 

The item meets this criterion at a STATE level . 

 

The associational significance of 75 and 75 ½ George Street is demonstrated by: 

 The association of the site with prominent Colonial figures William Balmain, 

Frederick Garling and Frederick Wright Unwin, 

 The association of the site with the Hoffnung family, 

 The association of the site with the early Sydney Chinese community. 

 

3.4 Criterion (C): Aesthetic / Technical Significance 

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of 

creative or technical achievement in NSW or the local area. 

75 – 75 ½ George Street, with its scale, materials, finishes and the eclectic Victorian 

ornamentation of its George Street façade, makes an important contribution to the 

streetscape of George Street, The Rocks, the most intact Nineteenth and early Twentieth 

Century streetscape in the city.  The ornamentation of the building continues to the parapet 

giving the building a decorative skyline. 

The architectural details of the George Street façade and shopfronts show the influences of 

the Victorian Free Classical and Victorian Free Gothic architectural styles but also appear to 

have been influenced by the Eastlake Style.  This demonstrates the influence of 

international architectural trends on commercial architecture in Sydney, the likely result of 

the arrival of a group of English trained architects during the 1880s.  Evidence of the 

Eastlake Style also survives in the detail of the building's original mantelpieces. 

The item meets this criterion at a STATE level. 

 

The aesthetic significance of 75 – 75 ½ George Street is demonstrated by: 

 The important contribution of the buildings to the streetscape of George Street, 

The Rocks, 

 The eclectic Victorian George Street façade of the building, with its ornament 

influenced by the Victorian Free Classical, Victorian Free Gothic and Eastlake 

architectural styles. 
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3.6 Criterion (D): Social Significance 

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in 

NSW or the local area for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. 

75 – 75 ½ George Street does not have significance under this criterion. 

 

3.7 Criterion (E): Research Significance 

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of NSW’s 

or the local area’s cultural or natural history. 

The fabric of the buildings at 75 and 75 ½ George Street has a high level of integrity.  It 

therefore has the potential to reveal evidence of past decorative finishes, services, floor plan 

configurations and information contained within concealed spaces that have not been 

opened up during previous works. 

On the northern side of the projecting section of the stone north wall of Unwin's Stores (this 

wall projects beyond the western wall of the front portion of No. 75 ½ George Street) there is 

a vertical groove that runs from the top to the bottom of the wall.  The groove could have 

been constructed to house a rainwater downpipe or the jambs of windows of a building to be 

built at a later date.  Alternatively, it could be evidence of an earlier building on the site.  The 

last-mentioned possibility could be checked by excavating the ground in line with the groove 

to determine if a wall had ever been built in this location.  This investigation was not made 

during the 1996 conservation works but could be carried out if the opportunity arose. 

Spanning diagonally from the south wall of 75 ½ George Street to the stone garden wall 

projecting from the north-west corner of Unwin's Stores is an unpainted hardwood beam, the 

original use of which is unknown.  A similar beam exists on the northern side of the building.  

Further research may determine the original purposes of these beams. 

The historical development of the site indicates European occupation from 1788, when this 

site was within the grounds of the first hospital.  Bradley’s March 1788 plan shows wells 

within or very close to the site.  Documentary records including drawings, pictures and plans 

and do not show substantial buildings in the area of No 75 and 75 ½ George St until 1809 

when the Gaudry house was built.  Building locations have been recorded on both sides of 

the site, most notably Frederick Garling’s residence and garden.   

Archaeological excavations have been carried out on the site, at Samson’s cottage behind 

the site and also nearby at next door at the Observer Hotel.  These investigations revealed 

an extensive archaeological resource.  The Observer Hotel excavation revealed only part of 

the Garling Residence, indicating that more could survive in unexcavated areas, such as on 

the subject site. 

The archaeological resource may answer questions about the use of the land prior to the 

construction of the single storey shop c.1853, and may also confirm whether that shop had a 
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basement.  An inspection of the basement of 75 ½ George St indicates there is demolition 

rubble in the sand deposit of the floor, and this could relate to any of the earlier building 

phases.  The basement fireplaces display shell mortar, which was commonly associated 

with construction prior to the 1850s.  This suggests that they were constructed prior to the 

current (1883) building.  The previous CMP claimed that the fireplaces were built at the 

same time as Unwins Stores, 1844. 

Since 1991, archaeological excavations and testing elsewhere in The Rocks have shown 

that there is a greater potential for significant remains than has been predicted from the 

historical records.  The archaeological resource of the subject site is likely to be extensive 

enough to answer questions about early land use not detailed in the historical record. 

Refer to Parts 4 and 5 for further information about the research and archaeological 

potential of the buildings. 

The item meets this criterion at a STATE level. 

 

The research potential of 75-75 ½ George Street is demonstrated by: 

 The high level of integrity of much of the fabric of the buildings, 

 The projecting section of the north wall of Unwin's Stores and the vertical groove 

that runs from the top to the bottom of this projecting section of wall 

The archaeological potential of 75 and 75 ½ George St is demonstrated by: 

 The potential of the site to reveal information about building configurations, 

services and features that date from the time before the construction of the extant 

buildings, including whether the basement pre-dates the existing building. 

 

3.8 Criterion (F): Rarity 

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of NSW’s or the local area’s 

cultural or natural history. 

75 and 75 ½ George Street shows the influence of three architectural styles: Victorian Free 

Classical, Victorian Free Gothic and the Eastlake Style.  While there are several examples 

of the Victorian Free Classical and Victorian Free Gothic architectural styles in Sydney, this 

particular, eclectic combination of styles is rare in Sydney.  The use of the Eastlake Style in 

Sydney is also rare, and it was used mainly in interior design. 

The buildings retain their original timber-framed shopfronts.  There are very few examples of 

intact shopfronts of the 1880s remaining in Sydney, although there are some 

reconstructions.  In addition, the Gothic influenced detailing of the shopfronts, of which No. 

75 is the most intact, is very rare and no other examples of the carved capitals and trefoil 

motif have been located during the preparation of this CMP or the earlier CMPs for the site.  
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Also rare are the basements to the buildings, particularly that of 75 ½ George Street with its 

c. 1845 sandstone fireplaces. 

Refer to Parts 4.6 – 4.9 for further information about the rarity of 75 – 75 ½ George Street.  

The item meets this criterion at a STATE level. 

 

The rarity of 75 – 75 ½ George Street is demonstrated by: 

 The eclectic design of the George Street façade, which demonstrates the 

influences of the Victorian Free Classical, Gothic Revival and Eastlake styles of 

architecture, 

 The influence of the Eastlake Style on the design of the George Street façade, 

 The intact timber-framed shopfronts to the buildings, 

 The Gothic Revival influenced detailing of the shopfronts, 

 The basement of 75 ½ George Street with its c.1845 sandstone fireplaces. 

 

3.9 Criterion (G): Representativeness 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of NSW’s or the 

local area’s cultural or natural places, or cultural or natural environments. 

75 – 75 ½ George Street is an example of a small retail and residential development erected 

during the boom years of the 1880s.  Although the ground floor shops have been altered, 

the buildings retain much of their original planning and fabric and are still able to 

demonstrate the key characteristics of their building type. 

The item meets this criterion at a STATE level. 

 

The representativeness of 75 – 75 ½ George Street is demonstrated by: 

 The intact planning and fabric of the pair of buildings, which are good 

representative examples of their building type: 1880s period retail shops with 

residences above. 
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3.11 Statement of Significance 

The site of 75 – 75 ½ George Street has historical significance as part of the site of the 

colony's first hospital and, subsequently, as part of land held by prominent colonial figures 

William Balmain, principal surgeon, Frederick Garling, Crown Solicitor and Crown 

Prosecutor, and Frederick Wright Unwin, solicitor and merchant.   

Unwin subdivided the site in the early 1840s and erected the substantial sandstone stores 

that still sit to the immediate south of 75 ½ George Street c. 1845.  It appears that the 

sandstone fireplaces to the basement of 75 ½ George Street date from the time of the 

stores' construction, and structures dating from this period are rare in Sydney. 

Also of historic significance are the remnants of Samson's Cottage, at the rear of the 

combined site of 75 -75 ½ George Street.  Samson bought Lot 7 of Unwin's subdivision in 

1843, and the stone house was built soon afterwards.  

75 – 75 ½ George Street are substantially intact in their detail and planning and are 

excellent representative examples of the small retail and residential developments erected 

during the boom years of the 1880s.  Although the ground floor shops have been altered, 

the buildings retain much of their original planning and fabric and are still able to 

demonstrate the key characteristics of their building type – a small commercial development 

with shops at ground floor level and residential accommodation above. 

From their construction in 1883 up until the present time, the ground floors of 75 and 75 ½ 

George Street have been occupied by retail shops and small service businesses.  The retail 

use of the site commenced with the construction of the previous single-storey building in the 

same location in 1853, so the site has supported the same, or very similar, uses for almost 

160 years. 

The use of the upper floors of the buildings for residential accommodation, and later for 

boarding houses, is also of historic significance.  Boarding houses became more common in 

The Rocks after demolition of sub-standard housing by the Rocks Resumption Board in the 

early Twentieth Century reduced the number of available residential properties in the area.    

In addition to its association with William Balmain, Frederick Garling and Frederick Wright 

Unwin, the site's associational significance stems from its connection to Abraham Hoffnung, 

a member of the prominent merchant family, who bought the extant building in 1889 and 

held it until it was resumed in 1900.  The site also has associational and historic significance 

for its connection with the early Sydney Chinese community. 

75 – 75 ½ George Street, with its scale, materials, finishes and the eclectic Victorian 

ornamentation of its George Street façade, makes an important contribution to the 

streetscape of George Street, The Rocks, the most intact Nineteenth and Early Twentieth 

Century streetscape in the city.  The buildings' aesthetic significance also results from their 

George Street façade, which, with its eclectic ornament influenced by the Victorian Free 

Classical, Victorian Free Gothic and Eastlake architectural styles is rare, and probably 

unique, in Sydney.  Also rare are the intact timber-framed shopfronts with their Gothic 
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inspired detailing. 

The site of 75 – 75 ½ George Street has research significance because of its potential to 

reveal information about building configurations, services and features that date from the 

time before the construction of the extant buildings, including whether the basement pre-

dates the existing building.  In addition, the building fabric has the potential to reveal 

evidence of past decorative finishes, services, floor plan configurations and information 

contained within concealed spaces.    
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PART 4 
ANALYSIS OF EVIDENCE 

 

 

 

 



56 October 2012 2975 – 75 ½ George Street  CMP   

 



75 – 75 ½ George Street  CMP   October 2012   57  

 

4.1 Historical Context 

The history of the subject site and building should be read with reference to the broader 

contextual history of The Rocks precinct. An overview of the history of The Rocks can be 

found within The Rocks Heritage Management Plan and publication such as Anchored in a 

Small Cove. – A history and archaeology of The Rocks, Sydney, Sydney Cove Authority, 

1997. 

 

4.1.1 Indigenous Sydney – The Cadigal 

Archaeological evidence for the Indigenous People of the Sydney Region suggests they 

have been in the area for 15000 years.  However earlier evidence may have been drowned 

when the sea levels and the harbour shoreline rose to approximately its current level around 

6000 years ago.  The people of the Port Jackson area around where the future city of 

Sydney would be built were of the coastal Dharug (or Darug) Language and were called, 

erroneously by the Europeans the Eora.  The clan or subgroup who inhabited the southern 

side of the Harbour called themselves the Cadigal (or Gadigal).  The Cadigal’s name for The 

Rocks, or more specifically the western shore of Sydney Cove between Globe Street and 

Argyle Street was Tallawolodah, Sydney Cove itself was known as Warrang or Warrane and 

Dawes Point called Tarra.  In May 1788, Captain Arthur Phillip wrote to the Colonial 

Secretary estimating that the local indigenous population was 1500 people.  

Whilst the evidence may have been destroyed, it is unlikely that the Cadigal occupied The 

Rocks as a permanent base because of the rugged nature of the rocky topography.  They 

did use the area extensively and flat stones by the shore at Dawes Point were used for 

cooking fish.  In the 1870s a rock engraving of a whale was reported, but it appears to have 

disappeared when the seawall was constructed around 1880.  A campfire dated to the late 

1400s was excavated on the site of the Shangri-la Hotel in Cumberland Street in 1989.  The 

campfire was made for a single meal of rock oysters, bream, schnapper and other shell fish. 

After the arrival of the Europeans in 1788, the Cadigal people were decimated by introduced 

diseases, the most notable event being the outbreak of Smallpox in April and May of 1789 

which it is estimated killed at least half of the population.  However some Cadigal survived 

and continued to occupy the area, although they appear to have disappeared by the 1860s.  

A group continued to camp around the boatsheds until they were moved out to La Perouse 

in 1881.  Some may have stayed, integrated into colonial society, or moved back into the 

area.  Later, Aboriginal men were employed on the docks and wharves and other maritime 

occupations. 

 

4.1.2 The Convict Settlement (1788-1820) 

When the British arrived in the First Fleet in 1788, the land around Sydney Cove was loosely 

segregated into different areas for the Government, Military, Administration, and the 

http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/0B9628D6-B745-73FA-E1F20F992872ED23.pdf
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convicts’ shelter.  Government House was set up on what is now the corner of Bridge and 

Phillip Streets, where the Museum of Sydney now stands.  The Military Barracks were 

approximately where Wynyard is now.  Administrative necessities, such as the Hospital, 

dockyards, marketplaces and store were built along what is now George Street on the 

shoreline of Sydney Cove.  The convicts were directed to set up their small tents ‘on the 

rocks’ of the peninsula on the western side of the Cove.  Hence the name “The Rocks” was 

coined and it stuck, despite attempts in later years to change it.  At the northern end of the 

peninsula, Lt Dawes built a small observatory, and named the area Port Maskelyne after the 

Astronomer Royal.  The guns from the Sirius were set up to defend the infant colony and 

later a fort was constructed, Dawes Point Battery, and Dawes Point became the accepted 

name. 

The first huts constructed on The Rocks were of wattle and daub, a simple technique of 

digging in postholes and intertwining branches between them for a frame, with clay daubed 

over it to attempt to make the structure weatherproof.  These crude dwellings were soon 

replaced with small cottages and modest houses built of wood, stone and locally produced 

brick.  As the colony grew in size and prosperity, several wealthy merchants and others 

constructed mansions on the upper levels of The Rocks.  At first all the dwellings faced 

outwards to the harbour, demonstrating the importance of the harbour and its shipping in the 

lives of the colonists.   

Archaeological investigations carried out in The Rocks since the late 1980s have found 

evidence that help understand the lives of the convicts, their dwellings and early building 

techniques.  Although the evidence for the first wattle and daub buildings did not survive 

later development, the earliest house found in the archaeological excavations dates to 1795.  

The material culture recovered has given a greater insight into the lives of the convicts who 

lived in The Rocks and has helped to dispel the stereotype of the convict lifestyle as being 

desperately impoverished.  Many of the convicts who settled in The Rocks were trades 

people from British cities who were transported for crimes against property such as forgery 

and theft.  After the 1798 Rebellion in Ireland, numerous Irish were exiled, they considered 

themselves political prisoners, many settled in The Rocks.  Regardless of why the convicts 

found themselves sent to Sydney, the archaeological evidence suggests that they lived 

better lives here than many could have hoped for in their homeland.  Their diet was more 

varied and included more meat and varieties of fruit and vegetables than their 

contemporaries at home.  They also had the means to furnish themselves with household 

items such as some fine and expensive crockery and to decorate their homes with figurines 

and exotic curios.  Some made substantial fortunes in pursuits such as mercantile activities 

and shipping, opportunities that they may not have had in their homelands. 

Although Parramatta, or Rose Hill as it was first titled, was settled in November 1788, only 

ten months after the arrival of the First Fleet, the colonial population remained concentrated 

in The Rocks.  Free settlers began arriving in the Second Fleet, landing in Sydney in 1790, 

and land grants at Parramatta and further west were taken up beginning clearing and 
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farming.  The concentration of the population in The Rocks began to thin, and those who 

remained consolidated larger areas around themselves for yards and gardens on permissive 

occupancies; there were no title deeds.  When Governor Macquarie arrived in 1810, he 

began to formalize the ownership, a daunting task as land had been bought and sold, 

passed along in families, and leased out.  Permanent occupiers of land in The Rocks had to 

present submissions to the Government to prove their long term occupancy and/or the 

legitimacy of their claims to the land.  Town leases were set up and people were forced to 

register the land they occupied and pay a fee to the colonial secretary. 

Governor Macquarie also formalised the town layout and named the streets.  The main road, 

High Street became George Street after the ruling Monarch, King George III.  Other streets 

in The Rocks lost their local names; Church Row, Windmill Row and were replaced with 

regal or viceregal titles after various Lords and Aristocrats in Britain. 

 

4.1.3 The Port Town (1800-1900) 

Although Sydney was founded as a penal colony, it soon became a busy bustling Port 

Town.  Robert Campbell led the way for free merchants; many would make fortunes from 

the dependence of the colony on goods brought in by ship.  Campbell was fundamental in 

initiating the first export industries by starting the whaling and sealing fisheries.  Along with 

trade to Southeast Asia, the fisheries attracted mariners and The Rocks became the centre 

of the maritime industry.  The wool industry began to boom soon after, increasing the 

amount of shipping from Sydney. From the early 19th Century, the waterfront was 

extensively developed with wharves and warehouses.  Numerous Rocks’ men were involved 

in the maritime industry, either as directly employed on ships and boats or employed in jobs 

that supported the shipping. Many of the Hotels operating through the 19th Century reflected 

the importance of the maritime industry, with names such as “The Whalers Arms” “Marine” 

and “British Seaman’s Hotel”.     

The arrival of Governor Macquarie saw the formalization of land ownership and the opening 

of areas beyond Sydney for free settlers and time expired convicts.  Promises of large tracts 

of land for well off settlers encouraged immigration and assisted immigration began in the 

1820s.  This caused a population boom and landowners in The Rocks and other parts of 

Sydney began to subdivide their land and build tenements and terraces.  The pressure for 

housing became greater in the 1850s when the Gold Rushes began.  Absentee landlords 

exploited this and ran up housing that was quick and cheap to build, unfortunately they did 

not always keep up the maintenance of their buildings. By the late 19th Century the 

population density in The Rocks was among the highest in Australia. The area was 

considered a slum from around the mid-19th Century.  It was a typical waterfront area with 

its numerous pubs, gangs and prostitutes.  The rundown housing and buildings contributed.  

The Rocks and the other older suburbs working class suburbs were not considered healthy 

by the middle classes and, when they could, they fled into the suburbs of freestanding 

houses and gardens.   
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The bubonic plague broke out in Sydney in January 1900 to the alarm of city councillors, 

state parliamentarians, the press, and local inhabitants. The threat of a serious epidemic 

had been prevalent for years with the harbourside areas of the city being particularly prone 

to pestilence given their insanitary conditions. While the government authorities had done 

little to stem the potential for outbreak, the general panic of the early part of 1900 prompted 

effective and expensive responses in the form of cleansing, rat catching, enforced 

quarantine and ultimately resumption of private property. 

The initial plague resumption in The Rocks and Millers Point were made in May 1900 and 

others soon followed.  To administer the resumed areas a number of government authorities 

were established.  In the Millers Point area extensive demolition and construction works 

were undertaken under the direction of the Sydney Harbour Trust and the City Improvement 

Advisory Board (until about 1903).  The Rocks was initially administered by The Rocks 

Resumption Board, except the foreshore areas, then by the Sydney Harbour Trust and by 

the State Housing Board from 1912.  Over the next 20 years, the entire waterfront was 

demolished and rebuilt.  In the residential areas, hundreds of houses were demolished.  

Millers Point was rebuilt with extensive public housing.  In The Rocks, the number of new 

houses fell far short of what had been destroyed.  The State government hoped that industry 

and commerce would eventually sweep  

away the old houses and streets.  During the next 30 years factories and stores did appear. 

Bushell's tea factory in Harrington Street, the State Clothing Factory and the Metcalfe Bond 

Stores, which still line George Street north, replaced earlier buildings but also provided work 

for local people.  The city tram network was also extended along George St to Millers Point.    

 

4.1.4 Redevelopment (1900-current) 

The State Government Housing Board designed and built “workers” housing in 1911-13.  

Rows of new terrace-style houses were occupied by waterside workers and their families. 

Shops, pubs and other commercial buildings were constructed following the resumption.  In 

1913 Sydney Council opposed the construction of “terrace” housing as being unhealthy 

(coinciding with the development of the “Garden Suburb” ideal) The First World War halted 

much of the Government’s redevelopment plans for the area and effectively stopped further 

demolition. 

In the inter-war period (1918-1939) little construction occurred in The Rocks; with notable 

exceptions of a few pubs (The Fortune of War & Glenmore), and some NSW Government 

offices (Housing Board, Dept of Labour & Industry, State Clothing Factory). Some private 

factories were also built in The Rocks at this period (Playfair’s butchers, Bushell’s, 

Cadbury’s). These factories and the waterfront employed locally based labour. One of the 

last buildings to be designed, and commenced, was the new offices for the Maritime 

Services Board (MSB) which, interrupted by the World War II, was not completed until 1953. 

The buildings now houses the Museum of Contemporary Art.  
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The construction of the Sydney Harbour Bridge between 1923 and 1932 saw the demolition 

of some 400 buildings in The Rocks, including housing, shops, churches and pubs.  The 

western side of Cumberland Street, much of Lower Fort Street and all of Princes Street were 

completely cleared for the building of the Bradfield Highway and the bridge approaches. 

With the exception of the MSB, almost no new development occurred in The Rocks in the 

period from c1932-1970.  Further houses were demolished in 1956-7 along with the removal 

of Little Essex St (Brown Bear Lane) for the Cahill Expressway.  The other significant 

construction at this time was the Overseas Passenger Terminal at Circular Quay between 

1959 and 1962, serving as one of the post-war immigration gateways to Sydney.  

In the 1960s the State Government planned to demolish all the buildings in The Rocks and 

redevelop the precinct with high-rise.  The “Wallace Scheme” was accepted as the 

successful tender but the plans did not eventuate.  The building boom in the 1960s changed 

the CBD with high rise construction and land at The Rocks, seen as the gateway to the CBD 

became more valuable, although the building stock had been let run down.  In 1970 the 

Sydney Cove Redevelopment Authority was formed with the charter to plan redevelopment 

‘in an economically feasible way, with a maximum financial return, at the same time taking 

advantage of its location, setting and historical links.’  

The local residents, planners, historians and sociologists, with the support of the Builders 

Labourers Federation, opposed the re-development and in 1973 a “Green Ban” was placed 

on any demolition in The Rocks, although restoration of buildings was allowed.  SCRA was 

forced to give in to their demands and local residents were re-housed in the area.  Whilst 

SCRA originally planned to restore historic buildings north of Argyle Street, the Green Ban 

ensured that much more of the historic built environment also remained. The area south of 

the Cahill Expressway, known as the “sacrificial zone” was redeveloped with high-rise 

commensurate with the rest of the city from 1979 onwards.  

 

4.1.5 Archaeology 

The historical development of the site indicates European occupation since 1788 when this 

site was within the ground of the first hospital established shortly after initial settlement until 

1800 when the site was alienated from the hospital grounds.  Wells were depicted on or 

close to the subject site in a plan of 1788, they may still exist in the archaeological record.  

The plans, maps, drawings and other records of the site later in the 19
th

 century indicate that 

the land was being used, possibly by the Gaudry residence and then the Garling residence 

as a garden.   

The shop constructed on the site in 1853 could have also left a trace in the archaeological 

record as there is demolition rubble in the sandy deposits of the existing basements.  Shell 

mortar is evident in the fireplaces in the basement and this usually indicates a construction 

date of pre-1850s, which is earlier than the existing building at 75 – 75 ½ George Street.   

The site contains an archaeological resource. 
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4.2 Outline Chronology 

Date Activity 

1780-1800 Establishment and use of the western side of George St (formally 

High St) for the first Hospital, initiated by Surgeon John White.  The 

site of No 75 and 75 ½ George was located in the hospital garden 

until it was alienated as surplus to the hospital’s requirements in 

1800. There is no record of any building during this period but there 

were wells dug in the vicinity that could still exist in the 

archaeological record 

1800-1809 Part of the land grant to William Balmain  

1809-c1835 Lease to William Gaudry who constructed a house on or very close 

to the subject site, this lease may have lapsed in 1810 and 

purchased by Jon Plummer, however records are not clear. 

Plummer and Garling are involved in a dispute about land 

ownership in 1822, but it is unclear if this involved the subject site. 

1838 William Carr and George John Rodger have the land transferred to 

them in trust.  It was part of the Frederick Garling Snr’s property 

and formed part of the garden to his residence. 

1843 Grant transferred to Fredrick Wright Unwin who subdivides and 

sells Lot 7, the subject site to William Samson.   

1844 Samson’s cottage constructed on the western (rear) of Lot 7, the 

George St side of the lot remains vacant. 

1853 Single story shop constructed on the George St side of the Lot, 

Samson’s cottage becomes the residence for the shop. The 

address is 79 George St. 

1882 Martha Samson sells the shop and cottage to Alexander William 

Cormack and the shop is demolished. 

1884  Two three story brick shops with residences above are constructed 

on the site of the single story shop.  The address changes to 75 

and 75 ½ George St. 

1889 The shops are sold to Abraham Hoffnung who appears to rent them 

as an investment. 
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Date Activity 

1884-1901 Samson cottage becomes 1 Kendall Lane during this period. Exact 

details of when and how are unknown. 

1900 Plague outbreak. 

1901 Resumption of the precinct by the NSW Government, the Sydney 

Harbour Trust becomes the landlord 

C1929-c1930 Samson Cottage demolished 

1936 Maritime Services Board becomes landlord 

1970 - now Sydney Cove Redevelopment Authority formed and takes over 

ownership and management of entire Rocks area.  This Authority 

later becomes the Sydney Cove Authority and then the Sydney 

Harbour Foreshore Authority.   

  



64 October 2012 2975 – 75 ½ George Street  CMP   

 

4.3 Relationship to Historic Themes 

The significant values of a heritage item and its setting can be related to a number of key 

historical themes, as identified below.  The Australian and State historical themes have been 

taken from Assessing Historical Importance: A Guide to State Heritage Register Criterion A  

(NSW Heritage Office, Heritage Information Series, 2006).  

 

Australian Theme NSW State Theme  Associated Elements / Issues  

Peopling Australia Convict  Site was part of the first hospital 

gardens 

Peopling Australia Ethnic Influences   Buildings occupied by Chinese 

merchants and later a Chinese 

laundry. 

 Buildings owned by company whose 

principals were important in the 

Jewish community and 

instrumental in building the Great 

Synagogue.  

Developing local, 

regional and national 

economies. 

Commerce  Buildings on the site were shops  

Building settlements, 

towns and cities 

Accommodation  Buildings had residences above the 

shops. 

 Samson’s cottage built as residence 

and provided accommodation for 

Chinese labourers. 

 

  

http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/info_historicalimportance.pdf
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4.4 Curtilage, Setting and Streetscape 

Streetscape and Setting 

Numbers 75 – 75 ½ George Street belong to a larger, significant historic streetscape group 

that runs along the western side of George Street from Argyle Street, to the south, to Mill 

Lane, at the northern end.  The buildings in the group are three-storey, predominantly 

Victorian era commercial buildings.  Two later buildings, The Observer Hotel (1909) and 71 

George Street (1992) sit at the northern end of the group, adjacent to Mill Lane.   

The buildings in the group are characterised by their: 

 Widths, which were determined by historic property boundaries, 

 Heights (three storeys), 

 Materials – stone, render and face brick, 

 Colours –unpainted stone, dark face brickwork or painted stone and render in a 

palette of light hues generally contrasting with dark colours for the timber joinery 

elements, 

 Uses – ground floor retail or commercial, upper floors generally commercial, 

 Awnings – all of which are mid 1980s reconstructions, 

 Roof forms – all with parapets facing George Street and many with chimneys. 

Nos. 75-75 ½ George Street is a pair of late Victorian shops that have ornate, rendered 

facades with projecting cornices and a shared parapet above.  A small pediment with the 

construction date, 1883, is centrally located on the parapet.  Pilasters decorated with 

columns, Corinthian capitals and cornices rise to the full height of each storey, separating 

the two shops from the adjacent buildings and dividing them from each other.  The buildings 

are three stories high above street level and have cellars below street level.   

Directly to the north of 75-75 ½ George Street, at No. 73, is the former Ambulance Station. 

This building is a two-storey, painted, rendered masonry structure with a cellar.  Its George 

Street façade was altered to its existing configuration and detail in 1927-1928.  The 

building's gabled roof is of corrugated steel and is screened from George Street by parapets.  

The rear section of the site, facing Kendall Lane, is now occupied by an open pedestrian 

precinct bounded by masonry walls on two sides.   

In 1992, the former Ambulance Station was altered by McDonald McPhee Architects in 

conjunction with the construction of a new three storey building at No. 71 George Street.  

No. 71 George Street is also a painted, rendered masonry building and its design draws 

upon the architectural details and finishes of the significant historic buildings in this section 

the street.  

The Observer Hotel, at 69 George Street, dates from 1909.  It is a face brick building with 

painted, rendered bands and decorative details, and sits on the corner of George Street and 
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Mill Lane. 

To the south of 75 - 75 ½ George Street is the three storey terrace of sandstone shops 

known as Unwin's Stores, Nos. 77-85 George Street.  These buildings were constructed 

between 1843 and 1846. 

Completing the block south to Argyle Street is the three storey Orient Hotel, built 1843-1844.  

The two northern bays of the Orient Hotel are of a later construction date. 

Views and Vistas 

Historically, views of the building were limited to those along George Street, from the water 

at Circular Quay and from East Circular Quay, as shown in the views in Figures 163 and 

164.  Today, the view of the buildings from East Circular Quay is largely blocked by the 

former Sailors' Home (106-108 George Street) and the trees that sit behind Cadman's 

Cottage.  The buildings are, however, now visible in the distance from the tall buildings at 

Circular Quay.  Their roofs and rear elevations can also be seen from The Rocks Square 

development, which sits at a higher level directly to the west of the site. 

Also important today are the views of the rear of 75 – 75 ½ George Street from the 

pedestrian precinct that runs behind Nos. 71 to 85 George Street inclusive (see Figures 6, 7 

and 8).  This precinct was formed by the Sydney Cove Development Authority in the late 

1970s and it incorporates trees, historic rear yards, walls and other archaeology (including 

the evidence of the former external WCs to 75 and 75 ½ George Street, see Figure 38).  

Although the views towards 75 and 75 ½ George Street from this area are secondary views 

and were not originally intended to be open to the public domain, they have formed part of 

the pedestrian experience of The Rocks for over 30 years. 

 

Figure 1 

George Street, looking south.  75 – 75 ½ George Street 

sits in a block of significant three-storey painted 

masonry buildings dating from the Victorian period and 

the early Twentieth Century. 

 

Figure 2 

George Street, looking south towards Argyle Street 

from opposite the end of Mill Lane.  Nos. 75 – 75 ½ 

George Street sit in the centre of the image.  At the far 

right is No. 71 George Street, built in 1992. 
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Figure 3 

George Street, looking north.  The Orient Hotel (87 – 89 

George Street), sits at the far left of the image.  It was 

built in 1843-44.  75 – 75 ½ George Street sits to the 

right of the image. 

 

Figure 4 

75 – 75 ½ George Street, centre, with part of Unwin's 

Stores (77 George Street) to the left and the former 

Ambulance Station (73 George Street) to the right.   

 

Figure 5 

View along Kendall Lane, at the rear of the site, 

showing the Rocks Discovery Museum, built to mimic 

the form of the demolished Samson's Cottage.  The 

entry to the pedestrian precinct that runs behind 75 – 

75 ½ George Street is at the left. 

 

Figure 6 

View of the northern elevation of 75 George Street 

(face brickwork, top left of image) from the pedestrian 

precinct that runs behind the site.  The trees directly 

behind the buildings contribute to the character of the 

public area but are not of heritage significance. 
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Figure 7 

View from Kendall Lane towards the rear of 75 and 75 

½ George Street (behind tree).  

 

Figure 8 

Looking north through the pedestrian precinct, towards 

the southern elevation of 75 ½ George Street (face 

brickwork, top right of image). 

Curtilage 

The curtilage proposed by this updated CMP for 75 – 75 ½ George Street is defined by its 

historic property boundaries and it is illustrated in Figure 9. 
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Figure 9 

The listed curtilage of 75 – 75 ½ George Street, Lot 2 of DP 790998, is indicated by the red lines above.  The wider 

curtilage of the site incorporates views of the building from along George Street, from The Rocks Square development 

and though the landscaped pedestrian precinct to the rear of the buildings.  These significant and important views 

towards the buildings are indicated by the blue arrows.  (Source: Google Maps).  

 

4.5 Archaeological Potential 

The site contains an archaeological resource that was identified during a site inspection in 

April 2012.  However, the archaeological potential of the site was also broadly assessed in 

The Rocks and Millers Point Archaeological Management Plan in 1991.  The AMP identified 

the site as Inventory Item Number R36 and noted the item as 'Partly disturbed, Basements 

to building on George Street. Otherwise surviving vestiges of former buildings'.  The 

archaeological potential of the site was noted as being 'Archaeology partly disturbed' in the 

Foreshore Authority’s S.170 Heritage Register, Inventory Sheet Number 4500034.  Since 

1991, the archaeological potential of The Rocks has been shown to be much greater than 

the AMP indicates. 

The basement of No. 75 ½ George Street was inspected by archaeologist Anthony Lowe of 

Casey and Lowe Associates during the 1996 conservation works to the building and his 

advice was included at Appendix D of the 1996 CMP prepared by Robertson and 

Hindmarsh.  Mr Lowe's letter expressed the opinion that 'archaeological remains predating 
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the construction of the building were unlikely' due to the fact  

that the basement had been cut into the bedrock but that the earthen floor of the basement 

'could be expected to contain artefacts associated with the use of the basement and the use 

of the building in general'.14 

The historical development of the site indicates European occupation from 1788, when this 

site was within the grounds of the first hospital, until 1800 when the site was alienated from 

the hospital grounds. Bradley’s March 1788 plan shows wells within or very close to the site.  

Documentary records including drawings, pictures and plans and do not show substantial 

buildings where No 75 and 75 ½ George St now stand until 1809 when the Gaudry house 

was built.  Building locations have been recorded on both sides of the site, most notably 

Frederick Garling’s residence and garden.   

Archaeological excavations have been carried out on the site, on Samson’s cottage and also 

nearby at next door at the Observer Hotel.  These investigations revealed an extensive 

archaeological resource.  The Observer Hotel excavation revealed only part of the Garling 

Residence, indicating that more could survive in unexcavated areas, such as on the subject 

site. 

The archaeological resource may answer questions about the use of the land prior to the 

construction of the single storey shop c.1853, and may also confirm whether that shop had a 

basement.  An inspection of the basement of 75 ½ George St indicates there is demolition 

rubble in the sand deposit of the floor, and this could relate to any of the earlier building 

phases.  The basement fireplaces display shell mortar, which was commonly associated 

with construction prior to the 1850s.  This suggests that they were constructed prior to the 

current (1883) building.  The previous CMP claimed that the fireplaces were built at the 

same time as Unwin's Stores, 1844. 

Since 1991, archaeological excavations and testing elsewhere in The Rocks have shown 

that there is a greater potential for significant remains than has been predicted from the 

historical records.  The archaeological resource of the subject site is likely to be extensive 

enough to answer questions about early land use not detailed in the historical record. 

  

                                                      

14
 Robertson and Hindmarsh P/L. Conservation Management Plan 75-75a George St, The Rocks. 2007 pg 168. 
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4.6 Building Exterior 

The earliest close up view that has been found of the extant exterior of the current building 

dates from c.1930 (Figure 10).  It shows the Ambulance Station at No. 73 George Street 

with the 1883 building at 75-75 ½ George Street to its left.   

The photograph shows: 

 The rendered masonry façade with pilasters, columns, moulded cornices, 

brackets and other decorative rendered details, 

 A single double-hung window to the second floor of each building and a pair of 

double-hung windows to the first floor of each building, 

 Parapets facing George Street and on the northern elevation of the building.  The 

parapet to George Street has a central pediment, 

 Vents at second floor level, in line with the heads of the windows, and at first floor 

level, to the sides of the moulded arches above the pairs of double-hung 

windows, 

 A timber post supported awning over the George Street footpath.  Note that there 

is no evidence of cast iron columns supporting the awning, although cast iron 

columns were used in the awning reconstruction in 1985. 

 

Figure 10 

The Ambulance Station, 73 George Street, c.1930.  To the left sits 75-75 ½ George Street, built in 1883.  This 

photograph indicated the tonal quality of the paint colours on the George Street façade and, combined with paint 

scrapes, assisted in determining the original colour scheme that was applied during conservation works in 1996.  

(Source: Foreshore Authority image GE 52, in Robertson and Hindmarsh CMP, 2007, p 112).  
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The next close up photograph of the building (Figure 11) dates from 1952 or 1953.  This 

photograph was included in a 1979 streetscape restoration study for George Street North by 

Ian J. Connolly and Mark A. Lochrin.  Figure 11 also shows the timber post supported 

awning over the George Street footpath outside 75 – 75 ½ George Street, although it shows 

that the lining to the northern side of the awning (which may have been timber boards or 

was possibly a canvas blind) had been replaced with narrow timber boards that appear to 

have had scalloped ends. 

The northern section of the 75 George Street shopfront is visible in this image, and it 

appears that there was a painted sign on the glass of the shopfront.  The step at the 

entrance to 75 ½ George Street is also just visible.  An awning to 77 George Street, directly 

to the south of the site, can also be seen.  

Prior to this, in 1944, a sketch plan of the buildings was prepared by the city council (Figure 

12).  The plan shows the two ground level shops divided into two rooms each.  The dividing 

walls shown in the plan appear to be forward of the extant beams that indicate the former 

locations of internal walls at ground floor level (see Figures 50 and 61).  This may be 

because the plans are slightly inaccurate, or because the original dividing walls had already 

been demolished and partition walls built further forward.  

The stairs and rear rooms at ground floor level are in the same configuration as today, but 

the two externally accessed WCs that were originally attached to the western walls of the 

pair of shops were removed in the late 1970s when the pedestrian precinct behind the site 

was created.  Evidence of the former locations of these WCs can be seen in Figure 38. 

Samson's Cottage, at the rear of the site, had been demolished by the time the sketch plan 

was drawn, and sheds are shown at the rear of each property, along the boundary with 

Kendall Lane.  The Rocks Discovery Museum, which mimics the form of Samson's Cottage, 

now sits in this location.  There is now no boundary fence between the buildings and the 

rear breezeways, to the north and south of the rear wing of 75 and 75 ½ George Street, are 

now separated from the public domain by modern steel grilles. 

The site plan in the top right corner of Figure 12 indicates that, on the site of 73 George 

Street, adjacent, a single-storey wing extended all the way to the Kendall Lane boundary.  A 

wing in this location is visible in Figure 16, taken in 1975.  This structure has now been 

demolished and the resultant space incorporated into the public pedestrian area.  Part of the 

southern wall of the wing remains as a wall that indicates the location of the boundary 

between 73 George Street and 75 George Street. 

The sketch also shows that behind 77 George Street, to the immediate south of the site, 

there was a small yard.  Today this area forms part of the pedestrian way that runs behind 

Unwin's Stores. 

The sketch plans of the first and second floors shown in Figure 12 are almost identical to 

today, with the following exceptions: 
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 The lath and plaster dividing wall between spaces 2.02 and 2.03, on the second 

floor of 75 ½ George Street, has been removed, 

 A WC has been added in the south-east corner of space 1.05, on the first floor of 

75 ½ George Street, 

 Space 1.10, at the rear of the first floor of 75 George Street, has been fitted out 

as a bathroom. 

 

 

Figure 11 

Unwin's Stores, the pair of shops at 75 – 75 ½ George Street and the Ambulance Station in 1952 or 1953.  Note 

again the lack of any evidence of cast iron columns to the streetfront awning.  The original shopfronts are intact.  

(Source: George Street North study by Connolly and Lochrin, in Robertson and Hindmarsh CMP, 2007, p 113, copy 

obtained from the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority). 
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Figure 12 

Sketch plan of 75 and 75 ½ George street, 28 March 1944.  (Source: Building Survey Cards, City of Sydney Archives, from 

Robertson and Hindmarsh CMP, 2007, p 137, copy obtained from the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority).  
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The next photograph of the exterior dates from 1960 when the tram tracks were removed 

George Street, in front of the building (Figure 13).  The image shows only part of the ground 

floor and part of the first floor of the building but, importantly, indicates that the awning over 

the footpath had been removed by this date, as had the awning to 77 George Street. 

A 1970s photograph (Figure 14), primarily of Unwin's Stores, shows the southern edge of 75 

½ George Street on the far right.  The rounded head of the glazed shopfront window is 

visible, as is one of the shared chimneys between 75 ½ George Street and Unwin's Stores. 

By 1975 (Figure 15), the panels directly above the shopfronts, to which the timber post 

supported awning had been attached, were being used for painted signage, and a small 

awning had been fixed above the shopfront window to 75 ½ George Street. 

At the rear of the site at this time (see Figure 16), sat the remains of the western wall of 

Samson's Cottage (compare to Figures 159 and 160).  A long, single-storey wing, possibly 

that indicated in the 1944 sketch, still sits to the rear of 73 George Street.  The extant gable 

to the rear of No. 73 George Street is also visible. 

The face brick western elevation of 75 – 75 ½ George Street can also be seen, in the centre 

of the image.  There are two downpipes on this elevation, one on either side of the rear wall 

and both connecting to the single eaves gutter that ran above the western elevation. 

 

 

Figure 13 

Removing the tram tracks from George Street in 1960  Note that the awning of 75 – 75 ½ had been removed by this 

date.  (Source: City of Sydney Archives SCC011189, in Robertson and Hindmarsh CMP, 2007, p 113, copy obtained 

from the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority). 
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Figure 14 

1970s photograph, primarily of Unwin's Stores, with 75-75 ½ George Street North at the far right.  Note the 

monochromatic colour scheme on the building.  (Source:  Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority Dataworks 39981). 

 

 

Figure 15 

1975 photograph showing the two-tone colour scheme to the George Street façade. The chimneys of 75-75 ½ George 

Street appear to be intact in 1975.  (Source:  Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority Dataworks 158007). 
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Figure 16 

1975 photograph showing the rear façade of the buildings from Kendall Lane, before the construction of the Samson's 

Cottage replica.  (Source:  Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority Dataworks 158068). 

Figure 17, a photograph dating from 1980, shows the second storey of the buildings before 

the historic colour scheme was applied to the George Street façade.  Figure 20 shows the 

building after completion of the painting and it also shows the reconstructed awning. 

During the 1980s, the Sydney Cove Redevelopment Authority undertook a program of 

restoration to the street frontages of the buildings along the section of George Street north of 

the Cahill Expressway.  The intention of the works was to return each façade to its original 

configuration.   

The buildings at 75 -75 ½ George Street were painted in 1984 and the extant streetfront 

awning was built in 1985.  The awning was constructed using cast iron columns and corner 

brackets (manufactured by the Richmond Ironworks), although the documentary evidence 

indicates that the original awning had timber posts.  No photographic evidence of cast iron 

posts to the original awning has been discovered to date.  The extant awning does not have 

an infilled timber board panel to its northern side, although the early photographs (see 

Figures 10 and 11) show this detail.  The other awnings along the section of George Street 

between Argyle Street and Mill lane were also reconstructed during this period – none of the 

awnings in this section of the street is original.  

The shopfronts to both 75 and 75 ½ George Street are substantially intact, with the 

exception of the trefoil panels above the windows the 75 ½ George Street shopfront.  A 

1975 photograph of the interior of 75 ½ George Street (Figure 34) shows that the panels had 

been removed from the shopfront and replaced with glass.  The trefoil panels were 

reconstructed to match those at No. 75 during the 1996 conservation works to the building. 

In April 1996, the Sydney Cove Authority commissioned Robertson and Hindmarsh Pty Ltd, 
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architects, to prepare a conservation plan and measured drawing of 75 – 75 ½ George 

Street, excluding the rear yards of the property.  In May 1996, Robertson and Hindmarsh 

was also engaged to undertake conservation works to No. 75 ½ George Street to allow for 

the imminent occupation of the premises by a new tenant.  The works included the 

upgrading of services, replastering of walls, stabilisation of collapsed ceilings, provision of 

indoor toilet facilities, refurbishing the existing first floor kitchen and a staff kitchen, repairing 

the collapsing internal staircase and repairing and replacing roof flashings to the south and 

east parapet walls.  Whilst this work was being carried out, the opportunity was taken to also 

repair the stonework and capping to the north parapet wall of Unwin's Stores, adjacent.  The 

brief was extended to cover the repainting of the George Street façade of both 75 and 75 ½ 

George Street.  The western walls (facing Kendall Lane), northern and southern walls were 

not repainted. 

In July 1998, the Sydney Cove Authority undertook conservation work on No. 75 George 

Street.  The works were documented and supervised by Catherine Donnelly, staff architect 

at the Authority.  In addition to undertaking similar internal works as were carried out to No. 

75 ½ two years previously, the missing chimneys were reconstructed above roof level as 

recommended by the Robertson and Hindmarsh CMP of 1996. 

No. 75 ½ George Street was tenanted by jewellers Percy Marks from the time of the 

conservation works in 1996 until 2011.  The building is currently empty.  No. 75 George 

Street was tenanted by Interforex, foreign currency exchange, directly after the completion 

of the 1998 works, but is now occupied by leather goods designer and manufacturer Louis 

Cardini. 

 

Figure 17 

1980 photograph showing part of the George Street façade.  The apparent colour difference when comparing this 

image with Figure 15, above, is most likely the result of the deterioration of the 1975 colour film.  (Source:  Sydney 

Harbour Foreshore Authority Dataworks 158219). 
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Figure 18 

1980 photograph of the rear façade of the 

buildings from Kendall Lane, prior to the 

construction of the Samson's Cottage replica 

but post the creation of the pedestrian precinct 

behind the buildings (as evidenced by the post 

lights). (Source:  Sydney Harbour Foreshore 

Authority Dataworks 158223). 

 

Figure 19 

75 ½ George Street 1982.  (Source:  Sydney Harbour 

Foreshore Authority Dataworks 158421). 

 

Figure 20 

1986 photograph showing the front façade with new 

streetfront awning and colour scheme. (Source:  Sydney 

Harbour Foreshore Authority Dataworks 158477). 
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Figure 21 

George Street elevation, 75 George Street, 1997, prior 

to the 1998 conservation work.  (Source: Sydney 

Harbour Foreshore Authority, Dataworks 559319). 

 

Figure 22 

Northern wall to the rear of 75 George Street, 1997, 

prior to the 1998 conservation work. (Source: Sydney 

Harbour Foreshore Authority, Dataworks 559336). 

 

Figure 23 

Stairwell (2.09), second floor, 75 George Street, 1997, 

prior to the conservation work on the building in 1998.  

(Source: Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority, 

Dataworks 559320). 

 

Figure 24 

First floor bathroom (1.10), 75 George Street, 1997, 

prior to the conservation work on the building in 1998.  

(Source: Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority 

Dataworks 559307). 
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Figure 25 

75 ½  George Street, 1999, Percy Marks fitout following 

the completion of conservatio works in 1996.  (Source: 

Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority Dataworks 

295655). 

 

Figure 26 

Conservation of the interior (2.01), second floor, 75 ½ 

George Street, c.1996, showing areas of plaster repair.  

(Source: Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority 

Dataworks 300236). 

Exterior – East (George Street) Façade (Nos. 75 and 75 ½ George Street) 

The three storey George Street facade of the buildings is a highly modelled, ornate elevation 

of painted, cement rendered brickwork. The upper storeys of the building have pilasters 

decorated with columns with Corinthian capitals.  The elevation has projecting cornices and 

is topped by a shared parapet with a central rendered pediment that incorporates the 

construction date, 1883.  The façade has timber-framed, double-hung windows to its upper 

levels, glazed timber-framed shopfronts and a timber framed footpath awning supported on 

cast iron columns, one of which acts as a downpipe to drain water from the awning roof.   

The decorative eastern façade of Nos. 75 – 75 ½ George Street has a highly eclectic mix of 

architectural elements of Classical and Gothic origin.  It demonstrates some of the important 

characteristics of the Victorian Free Classical Style15 including: 

 A symmetrical façade, 

 A parapet concealing the roof, 

 Decorative accents on the skyline (the steeply pitched central pediment with an 

acroterion at its apex, and the shallower pediments to either side), 

                                                      

15
 Apperley, Irving and Reynolds, A Pictorial Guide to Identifying Australian Architecture, p56. 
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 An unconventional order of architecture: the purely decorative columns on the 

faces of the pilasters have capitals influenced by the Corinthian order, but the 

fluted shafts and the proportions of the order are not evident.  

The pediments above the second floor windows (although not Classically proportioned), the 

pilasters and the projecting cornice of the building are also influenced by Classical 

architecture.   

In addition to these elements, the façade also contains elements that appear to have been 

influenced by Victorian Gothic architecture.  These include: 

 The rendered imitation bosses at the ends of the horizontal and arched mouldings 

to the central section of the façade, 

 The trefoil detail to the small timber spandrels on the shopfronts (see Figure 139), 

 The character of the carved capitals on the slim columns that frame the 

shopfronts (see Figure 139). 

The façade also includes a number of elements that may have been influenced by the 

Eastlake Style (see Part 4.9) including:  

 Double and triple brackets (above and on either side of the columns at first and 

second floor level) 

 Roundels,  

 Small pediments  

 Repetitive decorative motifs above the second floor windows. 

 The steep pitch of the central pediment on the parapet. 

There are painted terracotta vents of differing patterns to the first and second floor rooms 

facing George Street.  From the 1930s photograph of the northern end of George Street 

(see Figure 10), it appears that the terracotta vents were not original to the building but were 

cut into the walls at some time prior to the time of the photograph (as evidenced by what 

appear to be mortar joints/smears around the vents).  Refer to 4.8 Fixtures and Fittings. 

Evidence in the transom of the door frames of the shopfronts indicates that there were 

originally operable fanlight sashes above the entry doors to the shops.  Both fanlight sashes 

have been removed and replaced with fixed glass and operable fanlight sashes were not 

reinstated in the 1996/1998 conservation works to the buildings.  Small steel fixings that are 

likely to have been the supports for early blinds or shutters to the shopfronts are still in situ 

on both of the shopfronts (see Figure 28). 

Paint scrapes in the late 1990s revealed a number of paint schemes on the rendered 

façade.  The earliest layers were used to reconstruct the colour scheme applied during the 

1996 repainting of the eastern façade, assisted by the tonal qualities evident in the c.1930 

photograph (see Figure 10). 
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Figure 27 

75 – 75 ½ George Street, eastern façade, 2012. 

 

Figure 28 

Shopfront, 75 ½ George Street, 2012. 

 

Figure 29 

Reconstructed awning and original shopfronts, 75 – 75 

½ George Street, 2012. 

 

Figure 30 

Looking north along the George Street footpath towards 

the reconstructed awning, 2012.  

 

Figure 31 

Vent to the basement level of 75 ½ George Street, 

2012. 

Figure 32 

Parapet detail, George Street façade, 2012.  The two 

different patterns of terracotta vents (which are likely to 

be later additions) to the façade are visible.  . 
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Figure 33 

Small fixings that may have been the supports for 

external shutters or blinds for the shopfronts (see either 

side of column in the image above) remain on both 

buildings.  Figure 34 

Ground floor (space G.01) of No. 75 ½ George Street in 

c.1975 ('The Rocks Gallery'), looking east.  The small 

triangular panels above the main shopfront (visible in 

Figure 28, above) are glazed at this stage.  The original 

trefoil detail was reconstructed in the 1996 works.  

(Source: Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority 

Dataworks 187861). 

Exterior - South Façade (No. 75 ½ George Street) 

The south façade is constructed of common brickwork built in English bond (ie. alternating 

courses laid as 'headers' and 'stretchers').  The bricks are soft, underfired, 'sandstock' bricks 

and may have been salvaged from an earlier building as by the time of the building's 

construction, efficient Scotch and Downdraft kilns (after 1860) and Hoffman and Tunnel kilns 

(1870s and 1880s) were in operation in NSW.16  The brickwork appears to have received 

one coat of a rusty-brown coloured paint at some stage.  Some of this brown paint remains 

on the upper levels of the façade. 

There are terracotta vents at the ground, first and second floor level on the southern façade.  

The mortar joints and smears around the vents suggest that they are not original.  In 

addition, cast iron vents would have been more likely for buildings of this age.  

Window heads on the ground and first floors are built in low brick arches consisting of two 

courses of brick-on-edge headers and on the second floor of single courses of brick-on-end 

soldiers.  Door heads are built as per ground and first floor window heads.  Window sills are 

sloping rendered sills.  The exception to this is the lower of the two windows in the stair well 

(see Figure 86).  The window head is flat, supported by a metal lintel bar and the sill is flat 

(ie. with no fall), which indicates that it may have been a later addition.  A similar window, 

which also appears not to be original, exists in the complementary location on the northern 

façade (No. 75 George Street, see Figure 72). 

  

                                                      

16
 Gemmel, W, 1986, And So We Graft from Six to Six: The Brickmakers of New South Wales, North Ryde, Angus and 

Robertson, p 20. 
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All the windows are timber-framed, double-hung windows with the exception of the stair 

window mentioned above.  This window is a timber-framed window with a pair of casement-

hung sashes.  Internally, its architraves are of a different profile from the others in the 

building, further supporting the proposition that this window was a later addition. 

The French doors at the rear of the shop, facing the side passage of No. 75 ½, do not 

appear to be original as the detail is not standard for the period of the building's construction 

and the location of French doors in such a position is highly unlikely – a window would be 

more likely in this location.  The sketch plan of 1944 (Figure 12) shows a doorway in this 

location, but this plan was prepared some sixty years after the completion of the building 

and the opening may have been altered during this period.  A doorway also exists in the 

complementary location in No. 75 George Street, and it is possible that these doorways 

were created to provide rear access to the shops while the residents of the upper storeys 

used the doors opposite the bases of the stairs to reach their dwellings. 

The ground and first floor doors and windows of No. 75 ½ are protected by modern steel 

bars and grilles.  The date of their installation is not known and they were left in position 

during the 1996 conservation works.  The presence of the bars was felt to be of importance 

to the tenant at the time, a jeweller and gem merchant.  

On the northern side of the projecting section of the north wall of Unwin's Stores (the wall 

projects beyond the rear wall of the front portion of No. 75 ½ George Street) there is a 

vertical groove in the stonework and it runs from the top to the bottom of the wall.  The 

groove could have been constructed to house a rainwater downpipe or the jambs of 

windows of a building to be built at a later date or alternatively it could be evidence of an 

earlier building on the site.  The last-mentioned possibility could be checked by excavating 

the ground in line with the groove to determine if a wall had ever been built in this location.  

This investigation was not made during the 1996 conservation works. 

Spanning diagonally from the south wall to the stone garden wall projecting from the north-

west corner of Unwin's Stores is an unpainted hardwood beam, the original use of which is 

unknown (see Figure 35). 
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Figure 35 

South elevation, 75 ½ George Street, 2012.  The wall 

projecting from Unwin's Stores, far right, predates the 

construction of 75 – 75 ½ George Street. 

 

Figure 36 

Steel grille separating the public domain at the rear of 

75 ½ George Street from the rear breezeway, 2012.  

The French doors at the western end of G.02 are 

visible in the distance. 

Exterior - West Façade (Nos. 75 and 75 ½ George Street) 

As for the south façade, the west façade is constructed of 'sandstock' common brickwork 

laid in an English Bond pattern.  There is documented evidence that the wall was to have 

been repointed and exfoliating bricks replaced in association with the courtyard construction 

in the late 1970s.  The exfoliated bricks, as shown in the filed photographs of the work, 

appear to have been replaced. 

The outlines of the outhouses are still clearly visible in the west wall (see Figure 38), in both 

the paint finishes and in the damaged brickwork at the former locations of the walls that ran 

at ninety degrees to the west elevation.  It appears from the documentary evidence of 

surviving drawings held by the Foreshore Authority that the outhouses were demolished 

when the courtyard behind the buildings was created. 

Similar to the southern façade, there are terracotta vents at the ground and first floor level 

on the western façade.  The mortar joints and smears around the vents suggest that they 

are not original.  In addition, cast iron vents would have been more likely for buildings of this 

age.  

The west wall of the rear room (G. 04) of No. 75 ½ George Street was damp when the 1996 

interior conservation works were commenced.   It was assumed that this was caused by the 

ground level at the rear of the building having been raised for the construction of the 

courtyard.  Subsequent investigation of the files at the Sydney Cove Authority in 1998 

revealed that a dry area had been constructed behind the wall when the courtyard level was 

raised.  It is also worth noting that the outline of the former outhouses would indicated that 
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the original ground level was similar to the level of the current courtyard. 

Water has penetrated the rear wall of the building by either a flooding of the non-ventilated 

'dry' area behind the wall, because the bottom of the 'dry' area sits above the floor level 

inside the building or due to rising damp within the wall. 

 

Figure 37 

Northern elevation of 75 ½ George Street, 2012. 

 

Figure 38 

Western elevation, 75 – 75 ½ George Street, 2012.  

The wall shows evidence of the externally accessible 

WCs that once sat in the buildings' rear yards but were 

demolished for the creation of the pedestrian area in 

the late 1970s. 

 

Figure 39 

Rear breezeway of 75 George Street, 2012.  The lower 

section of the wall was painted white at an unknown 

date, possibly to help bounce light into the ground floor 

rooms of the building. 

 

Figure 40 

Looking east bewteen 75 George Street and 73 George 

Street, 2012.  Remnants of the original (or early) rusty 

brown paint finish are visible above the second floor 

window visible in this image. 

At the top of the façade runs a copper eaves gutter that dates from the time of the buildings' 

conservation in the late 1990s.  The gutter now runs to a single rainwater head and central 

downpipe.  At some time prior to 1980, possibly when the courtyard behind the buildings 

was created, the two downpipes that had served the roof were removed and replaced with a 
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single downpipe and rainwater head in this location (see Figure 18).  The rear wall has white 

paint at first floor level, and traces of paint further up the façade. 

 

Exterior - North Façade (No. 75 George Street) 

The north façade is again constructed of sandstock common brickwork laid in an English 

Bond pattern.  The brickwork has been painted white at ground floor level, perhaps to 

increase the level of light in the ground floor rooms of the building.  The upper level of the 

recessed area near the back doors has been painted in the same rusty brown paint as is 

visible on the south façade. 

As on the southern façade, the window heads on the ground and first floors are built in low 

brick arches consisting of two courses of brick-on-edge headers and on the second floor of 

single courses of brick-on-end soldiers.  Door heads are built as per ground and first floor 

window heads.  Window sills are sloping rendered sills.  The window head of the lower of 

the two stairwell windows is flat, supported by a metal lintel bar that indicates that the 

window could have been a later addition.  A similar window exists in the complementary 

location on the southern façade, as discussed under Exterior – South Elevation, above. 

All the windows are timber-framed, double-hung windows with the exception of the lower of 

the two windows to the stair.  This window, similar to that described on the southern façade, 

is a timber-framed window with a single casement-hung sash.  The casement swings in and 

there is evidence of a fixed sash mounted outside the existing sash.  Internally, its 

architraves are of a different profile from the others in the building, further supporting the 

proposition that this window was a later addition. 

Similar to the western and southern façades, there are terracotta vents at first and second 

floor level on the northern façade.  The mortar joints and smears around the vents suggest 

that they are not original.  In addition, cast iron vents would have been more likely for 

buildings of this age.  

The single external door at the rear of the ground floor shop (in space G06) appears to be 

original although one would expect to find a window in such a situation.  It is possible that 

two external doors were required so that the occupants of the upper levels could have 

private access to their dwelling.  Refer to Exterior – South Elevation, above. 

As for the southern façade, the ground and first floor windows and doors are protected by 

steel grilles.  The date of their installation is not known. 

Spanning diagonally from the north wall to the south-west corner of the former Ambulance 

Station is an unpainted hardwood beam, the former use of which is unknown (see Figure 

40). 
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Exterior - Roof (Nos. 75 and 75 ½ George Street) 

The roof has rendered masonry parapets to the east and part of the north façade, brick 

chimneys built against the stone wall of the adjoining building to the south (Unwin's Stores) 

and rendered and painted chimneys that sit on the centre line of the roof and on the northern 

boundary.  The roof was not inspected closely during the preparation of this report. 

The buildings share a skillion roof that slopes from a high point behind the east (George 

Street) parapet to an eaves gutter along the west façade.  There are also two short sections 

of eaves guttering to the western end of the main roof (above rooms 2.02 and 2.07).  These 

are connected to the main eaves gutter above the west façade by additional gutters that 

follow the barge boards/fascias of the northern and southern elevations of the rear part of 

the building.  The gutters, rainwater heads and downpipes were all replaced with copper 

rainwater goods during the late 1990s conservation works. 

The roof cladding is light grey Colorbond-coated corrugated steel that was installed some 

time prior to the 1996 conservation works.  During the same works, the flashings into the 

north and east parapets were installed and the flashings along the south wall were re-

flashed with lead.  In 1998 the missing chimneys were reconstructed. 

The chimneys built against the stone wall of Unwin's Store, as well as the stonework of 

Unwin's Store, were covered with peeling paint when the interior works of 1996 commenced.  

During the course of the 1996 repair works, the painted was removed from the brickwork 

and stonework of these walls, badly exfoliated stone was cut back and re-faced with new 

stone, the stone cappings were refixed with new mortar and the pinnacle stone was 

replaced.  Some mildly fretting stone was re-tooled.  The wall was repointed at the 

conclusion of the 1996 works.  

In 1996, the parapet along the north wall of No. 75 was in sound condition with only minor 

surface cracks in the render.   

The 'fairy' lights and transformers that were installed on the parapet for the Bicentenary 

celebrations in 1988 were removed during the 1996 conservation works because of their 

visual intrusion and because of the corrosion of the transformer stands.  
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Figure 41 

Skillion roof of 75 – 75 ½ George Street, viewed from 

the top floor of The Rocks Square development, 2012. 

 

Figure 42 

Front parapet of 75 – 75 ½ George Street, 2012.  The 

chimneys that sit between 75 ½ George Street and 77 

George Street (Unwin's Stores) are visible to either side 

of the stone gable to 77 George Street. 

 

 

Figure 43 

This detail of the 1857 panorama (see Figure 163), 

prior to the construction of the extant 75 and 75 ½ 

George Street, shows stone chimney breasts and brick 

chimneys (centre of image) on the northern wall of 

Unwin's stores.  These were incorporated into the 

chimneys of 75 ½ George Street. (Source: Sydney 

Harbour Foreshore Authority Dataworks 168110). 

 

Figure 44 

Conservation works, souther side of the roof of 75 ½ 

George Street, 1996.  Paint is being removed from the 

chimneys shown in Figure 42 and 43, above.  (Source: 

Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority Dataworks 

168110). 

4.7 Item/Building Interior 

Interior - Basements (Nos. 75 and 75 ½ George Street) 

The basements of No. 75 and 75 ½ George Street consist of two rooms each.  Access to the 

basements is gained via trapdoors in the floors of the shops above.  Below each trapdoor is 

a set of steps.  The steps to 75 George Street are timber, while those to 75 ½ George Street 

are galvanised steel and were installed during the 1996 conservation works.  Each 

basement has a ventilation hatch at its eastern end, within the pavement of the George 

Street footpath (see Figure 31).  
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The floors of the basements are natural earth with a build up of detritus.  The floors have 

been excavated down to natural bedrock (as shown by the cut marks at the junctions of the 

walls and floors) which would indicate that no archaeological evidence remains of former 

buildings on the site within the area of the excavated basement (refer to 4.5, above).   

There are no fireplaces in the basement of No. 75 George Street but there are piers 

supporting the ground floor fireplace on the south wall of the second room (B.04).  There are 

also relieving arches to the north walls of both basement rooms (B.03 and B04).  The walls 

have been painted white at some time relatively recently (the paint is not a lime wash but a 

more modern coating). 

On the southern wall of both rooms B.01 and B.02, in 75 ½ George Street, there are 

substantial sandstone fireplaces complete with sandstone mantel shelves.  Stylistically, the 

fireplaces are not Victorian but are more late Colonial or Regency.  They are integral with 

the sandstone north wall of Unwin's Stores (No. 77 George Street) and penetrate the 

boundary between the properties significantly.  This indicates that they were built c.1845/46 

by Unwin and suggest that it was intended to construct a similar building at No. 75 George 

Street.  Unwin had sold No. 75 to William Samson in 1843 and so presumably there must 

have been an agreement between Samson and Unwin to construct the fireplaces ready for 

use by the proposed building at No. 75 – 75 ½.  These chimney breasts and chimneys are 

visible in Figures 42, 43, 49 and 83. 

The mantel shelf in the east basement room of No. 75 ½ (B.01) has been damaged and 

both fireplaces and chimneys have evidence of fires having been lit in them. 

In the course of the 1996 work of adapting No. 75 ½ for use by a retail tenant occupying the 

whole building, the fireplace in B.02 was utilised to act as the ventilation shaft for a split 

system air-conditioning unit installed in the basement.  The fireplace opening was closed off 

in a reversible, non-damaging manner around the exhaust fan from the air-conditioning unit. 

In 1996 it had also been proposed in the documented conservation works for No. 75 ½ that 

a clear ventilation area under the stair case (accessible from the basement) be excavated as 

part of the repair work to the sunken newel post at ground floor level.  In addition, a 

ventilation well outside the back door of the premises was documented.  The well was 

intended to generate through ventilation in the basement area.  This would also have 

enabled an investigation as to whether there had been a wall of a previous building in the 

alignment of the groove in the stone wall of Unwin's building (see Exterior – South Facade 

above).  Sydney Cove Authority staff at the time decided that this work should not be 

undertaken. 
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Figure 45 

Basement (B.03), 75 George Street, looking east 

towards the ventilation shaft connecting to the George 

Street footpath, 2012.  The stairs to the ground floor are 

visible on the right.  (Source: Sydney Harbour 

Foreshore Authority). 

 

Figure 46 

Basement (B.03), 75 George Street, looking west 

towards the rear of the building, 2012.  (Source: 

Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority).  

 

Figure 47 

Basement (B.02), 75 ½ George Street, showing air-

conditioning plant sitting within one of the two 

sandstone fireplaces, 2012. (Source: Sydney Harbour 

Foreshore Authority).  

 

Figure 48 

Basement (B.01), 75 1/2 George Street, looking east 

towards the ventilation shaft to the George Street 

footpath, with recent steel access ladder visible on the 

left.  (Source: Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority). 
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Figure 49 

Basement (B.02), 75 ½ George Street, 

showing air-conditioning plant sitting 

within one of the two sandstone 

fireplaces, 2012. (Source: Sydney 

Harbour Foreshore Authority). 

 

Interior – Ground Floor (No. 75 George Street) 

The ground floor of No. 75 George Street consists of the following spaces: 

G.05 Shop (originally a shop) 

G.06 Shop (originally a sitting room) 

G.07 Stairwell 

G.08 Shop (originally a kitchen) 

Physical evidence suggests that today's shop (G.05 and G.06) was originally divided into 

two rooms.  This evidence is seen in: 

 the beam replacing the former wall that divided the space in two,  

 the painted brickwork of G.05 compared to the plastered walls of G.06,  

 the different ceiling materials (timber boards to G.05 and lath and plaster to G.06)  

There is a fireplace in what was the centre of the southern wall of G.06.  The mantelpiece is 

of timber which was likely to have been painted originally.  The paint has been removed but 

some traces remain on the surface of the timber.  The north wall of G.05 and G.06 has 

relieving arches, as does the basement below.   

On the eastern end of the party wall dividing 75 George Street from 75 ½ sits an electrical 

cupboards which contains the boards for both buildings. 
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There is also evidence of there being another wall further east of the beam dividing G.05 

and G.06 and the wall is plastered in the location of that second wall.  This is perhaps 

evidence of the use of the shop as a laundry at one stage: the laundry may have had a small 

'front of shop' area and a larger work area behind the wall. 

G.05 has a beaded timber board ceiling and G.06 has a lath and plaster ceiling with a 

disused plaster ceiling rose that was restored in 1998. 

Stairwell G.07 has plastered walls and a timber floor and there are shelves constructed 

under the staircase.  The brick walls are is unplastered under the staircase but this finish is 

considered to be the original finish as it was, and still is, standard practice not to carry the 

wall finish under an enclosed staircase (especially if the stair was installed prior to the walls 

being plastered).  A door (not original) with a mesh vent panel encloses the area under the 

stair.  It is closed with a timber toggle that appears to be original or early.  Vertical steel rods 

fixed to the newel post act as handrails.  The floor and stair to G.07 were repaired during the 

1998 conservation works. 

Space G.08, the former kitchen, has painted brick walls, a beaded timber board ceiling and 

a timber floor raised up one step above the general level of the ground floor.  The floor level 

of this room is very close to ground level, as was revealed when an access panel of loose 

boards was removed in the north-west corner of the room in 1996.  The fireplace has also 

lost its cast iron stove and the hearth brickwork has been modified from its original 

configuration (as still exists at No. 75 ½).  There is a modern sink unit in the north-eastern 

corner of the room. 

The door leaves to the openings between G.06 and G.07 are replica panelled doors and 

have been installed since the time the previous CMP was completed in 2007.  The 

architraves to these openings are original. 

During the 1998 conservation works, new electrical outlets and lighting were installed (refer 

to Part 4.8 Fixtures and Fittings).  
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Figure 50 

G.05, 75 George Street, looking towards George 

Street, 2012. 

 

Figure 51 

Similar view in 1996.  The paint had been removed 

within the brick arches on the northern wall.  (Source: 

2007 CMP by Robertson and Hindmarsh, p 122). 

 

Figure 52 

G.06, 75 George Street, looking towards the rear of the 

building from G.05, 2012. 

 

Figure 53 

Timber mantelpiece, G.06, 75 George Street, 2012. 
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Figure 54 

G.07, stairwell to 75 George Street, 2012.  The timber 

board door with its mesh panel is not original, although 

the timber toggle that holds the door closed is original 

or early.  

 

Figure 55 

View from G.08, former kitchen to 75 George Street, 

towards stairwell G.07, 2012. 

 

Figure 56 

Original kitchen fireplace opening, G.08, former kitchen 

to 75 George Street, 2012. 

 

Figure 57 

View looking west in G.08, former kitchen to 75 George 

Street, 2012. 
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Interior – Ground Floor (No. 75 ½ George Street) 

The ground floor of No. 75 ½ George Street consists of the following spaces: 

G.01 Shop (originally a shop) 

G.02 Shop (originally a sitting room) 

G.03 Stairwell 

G.04 Shop (originally a kitchen) 

As for No. 75 George Street, today's shop space (G.01 and G.02) was originally divided into 

two rooms (as indicated by the beam replacing the former wall dividing the two spaces, the 

different alignment of the skirtings and the change in wall finish. 

Both G.01 and G.02 have beaded timber lining board ceilings, as does G.04.  The ceilings 

have been patched where UPVC conduits were removed from G.01 and G.02.  The ceiling 

of G.04 is penetrated by the copper wastes from the bathroom above.   

Prior to the conservation works in 1996, Room G.01 had had the original paint removed from 

the walls.  The paint removal process had destroyed the outer casing of the bricks and left 

them in a severely damaged state.  During the 1996 works, a skim coat of lime plaster was 

bagged onto the bricks so that the texture of the outline of the bricks would still be visible 

after repainting.  This replicated the original painted brick finish that was still visible in the 

front portion (G.05) of the shop at No. 75 George Street. 

Prior to the conservation work in 1996, G.01 and G.02 had had the plaster removed from the 

walls to expose the brickwork.  During the 1996 works, the walls were replastered with 

slaked lime plaster and repainted to replicate the original wall finish (see Figure 59).   

At some time before 1996, the sandstone fireplace and chimney breast was cut back to 

become flush with the general wall line.  The edges of the sandstone chimney breasts have 

been outlined with V joints in the plaster finish but the mantelpiece has been removed and 

the fireplace opening infilled.  As for staircase G.07 in 75 George Street, the brickwork is 

unplastered under the staircase in G.03. 

In 1996, the original internal colour scheme to G.01 and G.02 was discernable on a 

fragment of plaster remaining near the junction of the former dividing wall at skirting level.  

The original colour scheme was not reproduced in G.01 or G.02 at the request of the tenant 

and with the concurrence of the Sydney Cove Authority.  The dado was a dark stone colour 

equivalent to Pascol Dark Stone (ie. Australian Standard Brown X54 which is practically 

equivalent to British Standard BS 381C Colour 411 and BS 5252 Colour 06D39). 

In 1996 there were no doors or door frames between G.02 and G.03 and between G.03 and 

G.04 but timber plugs in the horizontal joints of the brickwork indicated that either door 

frames or reveal linings had been there originally.  A reveal lining was installed between 

G.02 and G.03 (based on the extant evidence from No. 75) and a door frame and replica 

panelled door were installed between G.03 and G.04 at the request of the then tenant. 
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The staircase has vertical steel rods fixed to the sides of the newel post from the ground 

floor level to the second floor.  This enables easier use of the steep, narrow stairs.  The steel 

rods were left intact by the 1996 works as they were deemed to be non-intrusive and 

extremely useful. 

When the floor boards at the base of the stair in G.03 were lifted it was discovered that the 

floor joists had been laid directly in the soil with a coke breeze packing in between.  Some of 

the joists had already been replaced and it was decided by the Sydney Cove Authority not to 

proceed with the documented work but to reinstate the existing detail in addition to 

constructing a brick pier under the newel post of the staircase.  Thus there is no ventilation 

under the timber floor of the stair lobby and the timbers are in direct contact with the soil.   

The space under the stair is open and the underside of the stair is clearly visible from G.03.  

There is no evidence of the space having been enclosed by a door although such a door 

would have been likely.  It is possible that the evidence for the door was removed when the 

original reveal lining, door frame and architraves were removed from the opening some time 

prior to the 1996 conservation works. (see above).   

G.04, the former kitchen, has painted brick walls.  An original colour scheme was discovered 

behind some non-original shelving in the space between the fireplace and the wall to the 

stair in G.03 (see Figure 67).  The wall body was equivalent to Pascol Rose Pink (closest 

equivalent is Australian Standard AS 2700 Cinnamon X45).  The fireplace still had its 

original brickwork support for the cast iron stove (which was, however, no longer in-situ).  

The non-original shelving in the fireplace, as in the remainder of the room was removed and 

the flue was blocked off in the 1996 works to stop falling soot but no other work was done to 

the fireplace.  A small sink on a makeshift bench was removed in the 1996 work but 

plumbing was renewed and a tea sink and bench was installed at a later date. 

During the 1996 work, new electrical outlets were installed in the building.  Power was 

brought up from the basement and the wiring was concealed in short lengths of conduit 

between the floor level and the outlets to avoid chasing the walls or cutting the skirtings.  

Lighting was installed by providing for suspended track lighting with the power being brought 

through the ceiling from the floor cavity above.  Where switches for new lights and alarm 

control panels and sensors were required, the wires were run in new screwed metal 

conduits to avoid chasing the walls.  It should be noted that the electrical meters for both No. 

75 and No. 75 ½ George Street are located in the shop at No. 75 George Street.  Power and 

data cabling was run in G.04 by installing a new skirting with a routed back.  There was no 

skirting in this room originally.  Refer also to Part 4.8 Fixtures and Fittings. 
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Figure 58 

Ground floor (G.01) of 75 ½ George Street in 2006, 

prior to the commencement of conservation works.  The 

plaster to the walls had been removed.  (Source:  2007 

CMP by Robertson and Hindmarsh, p 125). 

 

Figure 59 

Re-plastering underway in G.01 during conservation 

works in 1996. (Source: 2007 CMP by Robertson and 

Hindmarsh, p126). 

 

Figure 60 

G.01, 75 ½ George Street, looking towards George 

Street, 2012.  A steel shelf, possibly dating from the 

use of the shop as a butcher's shop, is just visible in the 

top left of the image. 

 

Figure 61 

G.01, 75 ½ George Street, looking towards G.02, 2012.  

The beam at top left is in the location of the original wall 

that divided the shop, facing George Street, from the 

sitting room at the rear. 
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Figure 62 

G.02, 75 ½ George Street, looking towards the rear of 

the building, 2012. 

 

Figure 63 

Former kitchen fireplace, space G.04, ground floor 75 

½ George Street, in 1996.  The stove had been 

removed by this stage.  The opening has now been 

painted and a cupboard unit has been inserted. 

(Source: 2007 CMP by Robertson and Hindmarsh, 

p127). 

 

Figure 64 

G.02 looking into stairwell lobby G.03, 75 ½ George 

Street, 2012. 

 

Figure 65 

Stair G.03, 75 ½ George Street, 2012.   
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Figure 66 

Steel shelf, souther wall, G.01, 75 ½ George Street.  

The 2007 CMP by Robertson and Hindmarsh suggests 

that this probably dates from the use of the shop as a 

butcher's shop and that the shelf may have 

accommodated the motor for the butcher's cool room. 

 

Figure 67 

G.04, former kitchen, 75 ½ George Street.  This panel 

showing the original (or early) paint scheme for the 

room has been retained for interpretation. 

Interior – First Floor (No. 75 George Street) 

The first floor of No. 75 George Street consists of the following spaces: 

1.06 Former living/bedroom 

1.07 Former bedroom 

1.08 Corridor 

1.09 Stairwell 

1.10 Bathroom (former bedroom) 

All of the rooms at first floor level, with the exception of the bathroom, are empty.  Spaces 

1.06 and 1.07 are in nearly original condition, although repairs were undertaken during 

conservation works in 1998. 

The lath and plaster ceiling to 1.06 was sagging and badly cracked in 1996 and was 

repaired in 1998.  The lath and plaster ceiling to 1.07 was only slightly cracked in 1996 and it 

was also repaired. 

The walls to 1.06 are wallpapered for two thirds of their height and the wallpaper has been 

painted over rather than being removed as recommended in the 1996 CMP.  The paper was 

not removed as the removal may have damaged the wall plaster beneath. 

The fireplace insert and ornate plaster mantelpiece in 1.06 are in excellent condition. 

Room 1.10 still has a lead sheet waterproof floor (surrounding the toilet pan) under the red 

linoleum that covers the floor.  There is also claw footed cast iron bath.  It is assumed that 

this room was originally a bedroom and that bathing facilities were originally accommodated 

in one of the sheds in the rear yard.  The bathing facilities could have been installed in 1.10 

in the early years of the Twentieth Century or even as late as post World War II as the 1944 

Sydney City Council plan still labels this room (and the corresponding room in No. 75 ½) as 

'Room' – presumably habitable room.  This is only speculative in the absence of any 
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documentary evidence.  The WC is a modern addition and it was presumably installed inside 

the building when the brick outhouses formerly attached to the rear wall of the building were 

demolished in the late 1970s.  The original skirting in the room is intact. 

 

Figure 68 

First floor front room, facing George Street, 75 George 

Street (1.06), 2012. 

 

Figure 69 

The ornate plaster mantelpiece and the cast iron grate 

in space 1.06 are original. 

 

Figure 70 

View from the first floor front room of 75 George Street 

(1.06) looking towards hallway 1.08, 2012.  The timber 

block for the light switch, and the electrical conduit, 

appear to be part of the original electrical installation. 

 

Figure 71 

Hallway 1.08, 75 George Street, looking towards 

George Street.  The wall on the left is a lath and plaster 

wall and is original. 
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Figure 72 

View looking down towards the ground floor in stairwell 

1.09, 75 George Street, 2012.  The small window on 

the right (partly visible) appears to have been a later 

alteration.  The plaster soffit to the underside of the 

stair is typical of the stairs to both 75 and 75 ½ George 

Street.   

 

Figure 73 

The plaster ceiling of stairwell 1.09, 75 George Street, 

2012.  This upper level window is original.  Also typical 

are the vertical rods added to the newel posts to make 

it easier and safer to climb these steep, winding stairs. 

 

Figure 74 

Linoleum flooring, space 1.07, 75 George Street, 2012. 

 

Figure 75 

Original ceiling rose and later electrical conduit, space 

1.07, 75 George Street, 2012. 
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Figure 76 

Space 1.10, at the rear of 75 George Street, was 

converted into a bathroom, possibly in the early 

twentieth century but possibly post WWII.  The WC was 

added later, possibly when the external WC to the 

building was demolished in the late 1970s. 

 

Figure 77 

Rimlock to the door in bathroom 1.10, 2012.  There are 

several original (?) rimlocks remaining in the building 

Interior – First Floor (No. 75 ½ George Street) 

The first floor of No. 75 ½ George Street consists of the following spaces: 

1.01 Former bedroom/living room 

1.02 Kitchen (former bedroom) 

1.03 Corridor 

1.04 Stairwell 

1.05 Store and WC (former bedroom) 

The first floor rooms of 75 ½ George Street are generally empty.  Spaces 1.02 and 1.05 are 

used for some storage, and 1.05 also contains a relatively recent WC cubicle. 

The front room of the first floor (1.01) was used as a living room, 1.02 as a kitchen and 1.05 

as the bathroom/laundry when conservation work on the property commenced in 1996. 

Prior to 1996, the fireplace in 1.01 had had its cast iron insert and mantelpiece removed.  In 

1996, there was evidence (the beginnings of a brick arch) of the fireplace's opening height 

having been modified post its original construction.  This may have indicated that it was 

modified from its original sandstone opening to a smaller, Victorian period opening to 

accommodate a cast iron insert when the building was built.  During the 1996 conservation 

works, a timber replica of the original plaster mantelpiece was installed – the extant fireplace 

in 75 George Street was used as a model.  A replica cast iron firebox and insert were also 

installed at this time. 

The east wall of 1.01 was in poor condition at the start of the 1996 works. The plaster was 

badly cracked and missing in large areas.  Some areas had been 'repaired' poorly with 

cement render.  The wall was replastered with lime plaster after removing drummy plaster 

and the cement render. 
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In 1996 the ceiling to 1.01 had been concealed by a plasterboard ceiling under the original 

ceiling.  The plasterboard ceiling had been fixed to timber joists.  Investigation at the edges 

of the ceiling revealed that a decorative cornice matching that extant in No. 75 George 

Street was still largely intact behind the new ceiling.  During the 1996 conservation works, 

the plasterboard ceiling was removed, the original ceiling was propped, lifted up and 

stabilised by injection of resin to tie it back to the laths and the missing parts of the 

decorative cornice were re-run in situ. 

At an unknown time, the south wall of 1.02 had its plaster removed and its sandstone 

fireplace and chimney cut back to the general wall line as in spaces G.01 and G.02 below.  

During the 1996 conservation works, the plaster was reapplied to the visible portions of the 

wall (as for the ground floor).  The walls behind the cupboards have not been replastered.  

In 1996, the kitchen cupboards were re-faced in a new benchtop installed.  The kitchen 

cupboard units date from 1986 and were built for the then tenant. 

Prior to the 1996 works, half of the lath and plaster ceiling in 1.02 had collapsed (the plaster 

having broken its key to the timber laths).  During the 1996 work, the ceiling was repaired by 

re-using the timber laths and replastering with lime plaster. 

There were no doors to Rooms 1.01 or 1.02 at the commencement of the 1996 work, and no 

new doors were fabricated or installed in 1996.  A replica timber panelled door, with glazed 

top panels, has been fitted to the door opening of 1.01 since this time. 

Room 1.05 has a plaster ceiling.  The Masonite panelling that sheeted the walls at the 

commencement of the 1996 works was removed during the work and the walls patched.  

The bathroom and laundry fittings were removed and a new, fully enclosed and 

mechanically ventilated WC was constructed.  The floor finishes (partly ceramic tiles and 

partly carpet) were removed and the original timber floor boards revealed.  The floorboards 

are currently covered by carpet, with the exception of the WC cubicle.   

Electrical, data and security wiring were run in the floor cavity and remain accessible for 

servicing under screw-down boards.  Power points were mounted on the skirtings as per the 

ground floor (ie. short lengths of conduit conduct the wiring from the floor cavity to the power 

points mounted on blocks on the skirting).  This method of fixing the power and data outlets 

is visually very bulky.  Light switches and surface wiring were replaced with ceiling-mounted 

pull cord switches.  Refer also to Part 4.8 Fixtures and Fittings. 
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Figure 78 

Space 1.01, first floor 75 ½ George Street, looking east 

towards George Street, 2012. 

 

Figure 79 

Ceilng of space 1.01, showing the moulded plaster 

cornice conserved during the 1996 works.  A similar 

cornice is found in 1.06 (75 George Street).  Other 

spaces in the building have square set cornices or 

small timber scotia cornices. 

 

Figure 80 

This plaster mantelpiece and cast iron grate in space 

1.01, first floor 75 ½ George Street, is a reconstruction 

based on the intact example in 75 George Street. 

 

Figure 81 

The same fireplace opening in 1996, prior to the 

commencment of conservation works.  The sandstone 

chimney breast that sits between 75 ½ George Street 

and Unwin's Stores, directly to the south, is visible.  

(Source: 2007 CMP, Robertson and Hindmarsh, p 133). 
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Figure 82 

View looking east in space 1.01 (part of 'The Rocks 

Gallery') in 1975.  The original plaster cornice (now 

conserved and visible in Figure 78) can be seen, as 

well as a timber batten to the lath and plaster ceiling 

above.  (Source: Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority 

Dataworks 187856). 

Figure 83 

Southern wall of space 1.02, first floor 75 ½ George 

Street, 2006, prior to the commencement of 

conservation works.  The sandstone is part of the 

chimney breast that sits between 75 ½ George Street 

and Unwin's Stores, to the immediate south.  This wall 

has now been re-plastered.  (Source: 2007 CMP, 

Robertson and Hindmarsh, p 136). 

 

Figure 84 

View of the stair configuration between stairhall 1.04 ad 

rear room 1.05, first floor, 75 ½ George Street, 2012. 

 

Figure 85 

Plaster soffit to the stair in 75 ½ George Street, viewed 

from stair hall 1.04, 2012.  This finish is typical for the 

soffits of the stairs in both buildings. 
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Figure 86 

This window in stairhall 1.04 appears to be a later 

addition as its external detailing and the configuration of 

the window differ from the others in the building.  There 

is a similar window in the complementary location in 75 

George Street. 

 

Figure 87 

View down the steep winding stairs from stairhall 1.04, 

first floor 75 ½ George Street, 2012.  Note the vertical 

steel handrails (not original) fixed to the newel post. 

 

Figure 88 

Hallway 1.03, 75 ½ George Street, looking towards the 

rear of the building, 2012.  The door, with its upper 

glazed panels, is not original. 

 

Figure 89 

View from space 1.05, at the rear of the first floor of 75 

½ George Street, into stairhall 1.04, 2012.   
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Figure 90 

This WC cubicle in space 1.05, at the rear of 75 ½ 

George Street, dates from the 1996 works to the 

building. 

 

Figure 91 

Stairs leading from space 1.05 to the stairhall, space 

1.04, on the first floor of 75 ½ George Street. 
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Interior – Second Floor (No. 75 George Street) 

The second floor of No. 75 George Street consists of the following spaces: 

2.06 Former bedroom 

2.07 Former bedroom 

2.08 Corridor 

2.09 Stairwell 

2.10 Former bedroom and then possible kitchen. 

All of the second floor rooms to 75 George Street are currently empty.   

At the commencement of the 1996 conservation works, all of the rooms were in near original 

state.  The ceilings to all the second floor rooms are lath and plaster and in 1998 the 

reinforcing timber battens were removed and the ceilings conserved. 

 

 

Figure 92 

Second floor front room, space 2.06, 75 George Street, 

2012.  The window could be used to assist in the 

detailing of a reconstructed window for the 

complementary location in 75 ½ George Street. 

 

Figure 93 

The square set cornices and absence of ceiling roses 

are typical of the second floor rooms to both 75 and 75 

½ George Street. This ceiling is in space 2.06 in 75 

George Street. 
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Figure 94 

The four panelled door between spaces 2.06 and 2.08 

is typical of the original doors to 75 and 75 ½ George 

Street. 

 

Figure 95 

The timber double hung window, including its 

architraves, sill and sashes, in space 2.07 on the 

second floor of 75 George Street, is typical of the 

original rear windows to 75 and 75 ½ George Street. 

 

Figure 96 

View looking west along hallway 2.08, second floor, 75 

George Street, 2012.  The colour scheme dates from 

the 1998 conservation works to the building. 

 

Figure 97 

Top of stairwell 2.09, second floor, 75 George Street, 

2012.  The steel rods attached to the newel post, to 

make it easier to descend the stair, are visible. 
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Figure 98 

Stairhall 2.09, second floor, 75 George Street, 2012. 

 

Figure 99 

Rear room 2.10, second floor, 75 George Street, 2012.  

The exposed electrical conduits, wall mounted light 

switch, cloth covered wiring and simple glass pendant 

light fitting that are typical of the late 1990s electrical 

installation are shown. 

Interior – Second Floor (No. 75 ½ George Street) 

The second floor of No. 75 ½ George Street consists of the following spaces: 

2.01 Former bedroom 

2.02 Former bedroom (wall between 2.02 and 2.03 has been demolished) 

2.03 Hall 

2.04 Stairwell 

2.05 Former bedroom 

All of the second floor rooms to 75 ½ George Street are currently empty.   

At the commencement of the 1996 conservation works, all of the rooms were in near original 

state, with the exception of the missing lath and plaster wall that originally divided 2.02 and 

2.03.  The date of removal of this wall is not known.  Evidence of the wall remains in the cut 

back architrave around the door opening into 2.01 and in the skirting.  The door leaf to 2.01 

is missing. 

The ceilings to 2.05 and the staircase are of beaded timber lining boards while all of the 

other ceilings are lath and plaster.  The ceiling to 2.01 was lined under the original ceiling 

with a sheet material (most likely asbestos cement).  This lining was left in-situ during the 

1996 conservation works. 
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Electrical, data and security wiring were run in the floor cavity and remain accessible for 

servicing under screw-down boards.  Power points were mounted on the skirtings but, on 

this floor, were recessed into the skirtings.  This reduced the visual bulk ot the power outlets 

considerably but necessitated the loss of some of the fabric of the skirtings. 

There is no evidence in the second floor rooms of any plumbing fixtures having been 

installed.  None of the door frames on the second floor had any remaining doors in 1996 and 

no door leafs have been hung since that time. 

 

 

Figure 100 

Space 2.01, second floor, 75 ½ George Street, 2012.  

The window is missing. 

 

Figure 101 

Similar view during conservation works in 1996.  

(Source: 2007 CMP, Robertson and Hindmarsh, p 142). 

 

Figure 102 

Looking west in space 2.01, second floor, 75 ½ George 

Street, 2012.  The colour scheme dates from the 1996 

conservation works to the building. 

 

Figure 103 

Space 2.02, second floor 75 ½ George Street, 2012, 

looking towards the west-facing window and stairhall 

2.04.  A wall originally separated space 2.02 from the 

hallway that ran to the right of this image. 
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Figure 104 

View looking east along hallway 2.03, second floor, 75 

½ George Street, 2012.  The lath and plaster wall that 

originally ran along the southern side of the hallway (to 

the right of the door openings) has been demolished. 

 

Figure 105 

Stair configuration, space 2.04, second floor 75 ½ 

George Street, 2012. 

 

Figure 106 

The gap in the skirting provides evidence of the lath 

and plaster wall that once ran along the northern side of 

space 2.02, second floor, 75 ½ George Street. 

 

Figure 107 

Original fitting for gas wall light, space 2.02, second 

floor, 75 ½ George Street, 2012. 
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Figure 108 

The pull cord shown in this image of space 2.02, 

second floor, 75 ½ George Street is typical of the late 

1990s electrical installation to this building. 

 

Figure 109 

Looking down into stairwell 2.04, second floor of 75 ½ 

George Street, 2012.  The internal stairs to the 

buildings only have balustrades at second floor level.  

Below this level, steel rods have been fixed to the 

newel posts to make it easier and safer to descend the 

stairs.   

4.8 Fixtures & Fittings 

Gas and Electric Installations 

Both 75 and 75 ½ George Street retain elements of their original gas lighting systems.  

These elements are wall brackets from former gas fittings (as shown in Figures 107 and 

108, above) as well as vented ceiling roses (as shown in Figure 75 above).  Both buildings 

retain some ceiling roses but original wall brackets for gas light fittings are now only found in 

No. 75 ½ George Street. 

Electricity was provided to the buildings at a later date, probably during the early years of the 

Twentieth Century.  Some elements of the early electrical fitout also remain in 75 and 75 ½ 

George Street.  These include surface mounted conduits and circular timber wall plates (as 

shown in Figure 99). 

Later lighting installations to the buildings followed the approach taken with the original 

electrical lighting installation.  Exposed steel conduits and timber wall plates were used in 

the electrical installations carried out during conservation works in 1996 (to 75 ½ George 

Street) and 1998 (to 75 George Street).   

On the first and second floors of 75 George Street, simple glass light fittings were hung from 

timber roses on the ceiling, and wiring was run to them in surface mounted steel conduits.  

Some of these conduits are likely to date from the original electrical installation.  The wiring 

supporting the pendants themselves is the traditional cloth covered type and was sourced 



116 October 2012 2975 – 75 ½ George Street  CMP   

 

during the conservation works. 

On the upper floors of 75 ½ George Street, the centrally located ceiling fittings are generally 

simple battens, rather than pendants, and they are fixed either directly to the ceiling or to 

original plaster ceiling roses (see Figure 79). 

In 75 George Street, the light switches are generally mounted on timber blocks on the wall 

(see Figures 94 and 99), but there are some ceiling mounted pull switches.  In 75 ½ George 

Street, light switches are mainly ceiling mounted pull switches (see Figure 108). 

Electric power reticulation was probably supplied to the various rooms of 75 and 75 ½ 

George Street at some time after the installation of electric lighting.  The power points in the 

buildings today are all relatively recent and probably date from the late 1990s works. 

In 75 George Street, the wiring for the power and data points has generally been run behind 

the skirtings and the outlets mounted on timber blocks attached to the skirtings.  On the first 

floor of 75 ½ George Street, the wiring runs in steel conduit from the floor into the electrical 

blocks that are again mounted on the skirtings.  On the second floor, the wiring is run behind 

the skirtings and there are no timber blocks. 

Refer to Part 7, Summary of Elements, for further information about the gas and electrical 

services to the buildings. 

 

Fireplaces 

75 and 75 ½ George Street retain seven original fireplaces (see Figures 110 to 113).  These 

are located in spaces: 

 B.01 and B.02, basement of 75 ½ George Street,  

 G.06, ground floor of 75 George Street,  

 G.04 and G.08, former ground floor kitchens to 75 and 75 ½ George Street and  

 1.06 and 1.01, the first floor front rooms of 75 and 75 ½ George Street 

respectively. 

The fireplaces to the ground floor rooms of 75 George Street were at some stage cut back 

flush with the walls.  Their location of the rear fireplace has been marked by grooves in the 

plaster wall finish to the southern wall of the room (see Figure 114). 

The basement of 75 ½, spaces B.01 and B.02, also contains two sandstone fireplaces.  The 

mantel shelf in the east basement room has been damaged and both fireplaces and 

chimneys have evidence of fires having been lit in them. 

Refer to Part 4.7 Building Interior, above.   

Refer to Part 7, Summary of Elements, for further information about the gas and electrical 

services to the buildings. 
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Figure 110 

Original timber mantelpiece and cast iron grate, 

southern wall, space G.06, ground floor, 75 George 

Street.  The mantelpiece would have been painted 

originally but the paint has been removed.  Traces of 

paint can still be seen on the surface of the timber.  

2012. 

 

Figure 111 

Original plaster mantelpiece and cast iron grate, 

space1.06, first floor, 75 George Street, 2012.. 

 

Figure 112 

The mantelpiece and grate in space 1.01 in 75 ½ 

George Street has been reconstruced using evidence 

from this intact fireplace assembly in 75 George Street 

(see Figure 111, above). 

 

Figure 113 

The fireplace to the former kitchen of 75 ½ George 

Street, space G.04, has been concealed by joinery.  

2012. 

 

Figure 114 

Former fireplace location, southern wall, space G.02, 

ground floor, 75 ½ George Street.  The location of the 

former fireplace has been indicated by a groove in the 

plaster wall finish. 

 

Figure 115 

Basement Fireplace, B.02, 75 ½ George Street. 
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Internal Plaster Wall Vents 

Some of the rooms to 75 and 75 ½ George Street retain what appear to be early or original 

plaster wall vents (see Figure 116, below).  There are two different patterns of vents evident 

in the buildings.  The first, as shown in Figure 116, occurs only in 75 George Street.  The 

second, shown in Figure 117, is found in both buildings and is a pattern generally found on 

buildings of a later construction date than 75 – 75 ½ George Street.  In general, the vents in 

the second pattern appear to be recent replacements of the originals, but a detailed analysis 

of the physical evidence was not undertaken for this CMP. 

It is possible that the ventilation openings to the external walls were made some years after 

the buildings were completed (see Section 4.6).  The vents to the George Street elevation, 

as well as to the western elevation at the rear of the buildings, are all terracotta, rather than 

cast iron as would be expected for buildings of this age. 

Refer to Part 7, Summary of Elements, for further information about the internal plaster wall 

vents to the buildings. 

 

 

Figure 116 

Plaster wall vent, possibly original, space 1.06, first 

floor, 75 George Street, 2012. 

 

Figure 117 

Plaster wall vent, probably not original, space 1.01, first 

floor 75 ½ George Street, 2012. 

Door Hardware 

Some of the doors to 75 and 75 ½ George Street retain what appear to be original rimlocks 

fixed to original door leaves.  Some original striker plates also remain in situ.  

These rimlocks are located on the doors to spaces 1.07 and 1.10 on the first floor of 75 

George Street, and space 1.04 at the rear of the first floor of 75 ½ George Street. 
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Figure 118 

Original rimlock, space 1.04, first floor, 75 ½ George 

Street, 2012. 

 

 

Figure 119 

Original rimlock, space 1.10, first floor, 75 George 

Street, 2012. 

 

  



120 October 2012 2975 – 75 ½ George Street  CMP   

 

4.10 Comparative Analysis 

Shops With Residences or Workrooms Above  

The pair of shops at Nos. 75 – 75 ½ George Street is a rare surviving example in the 

Sydney CBD of a once common building form, a shop with a single or two storey residence 

or workroom above. 

Inner Sydney once contained numerous commercial buildings of this type and scale, 

however many have been since been redeveloped or demolished.  During the boom of the 

1880s, many smaller scale Colonial Georgian commercial buildings were replaced with more 

substantial buildings and it was common for a two-storey, rather than single storey, 

residence to be constructed over the shop.  The planning of these residences was similar to 

that of the ubiquitous terrace house built by speculative builders in the suburbs surrounding 

inner Sydney.  In the larger examples, the front rooms, which had the most light, were used 

as workrooms.  In the case of 75 – 75 ½ George Street, the principal first floor rooms have 

two windows while the rooms above, most likely originally bedrooms, have only single 

windows.  The original plan layout remains clearly evident. 

The internal layout of the shop at 75 – 75 ½ George Street appears to have been relatively 

standard, and a similar plan was used by Cyril Blacket in 1882 (see Figure 121).  In that 

plan, as for 75 and 75 ½ George Street, the stairs were located between the kitchen and the 

shop, with the rear wing set in from the boundary to create a passage and light area.  

Morton Herman compared this plan with that of a shop designed in the 1850s by Edmund 

Blacket.  The 1850s plan contained a kitchen opening directly off the shop, and a stair within 

the shop17.   

                                                      

17
 2007 CMP, Robertson and Hindmarsh, p 48 
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Figure 120 

Plans of shops and commercial buildings designed by 

the Blackets.  (Source: 2007 CMP, Roberston and 

Hindmarsh, p48, from Morton Herman, The Blackets, 

An Era of Australian Architecture). 

 

Figure 121 

Elevations of city shops and commercial buildings designed by 

the Blackets in 1881.  (Source: 2007 CMP, Roberston and 

Hindmarsh, p48, from Morton Herman, The Blackets, An Era 

of Australian Architecture). 

In The Rocks, examples of shops with residential accommodation above included 139-141 

George Street (now much altered at first and second floor levels), Figure 122 and 123.  This 

building was completed in 1882 so is contemporary with 75 – 75 ½ George Street, but its 

sandstone façade, built in the Classical Revival style, is very different in character from the 

rendered, painted facades of the subject buildings.  Some sections of the shopfronts to 139-

141 George Street have been reconstructed based on physical evidence.  They do not have 

the Gothic Revival influenced detailing of 75 and 75 ½ George Street, but the slim timber 

elements that frame the shopfronts are similar.  

In Erskine Street in the Sydney CBD are three groups of Victorian commercial terraces with 

shops at ground level and (originally) residences or workrooms above (Figures 124-138).  

The earliest group,   42-50 Erskine Street, was built between 1880 and 1885 so, again, is 

contemporary with 75 and 75 ½ George Street.  Like the pair of shops at 75 – 75 ½ George 

Street, the row was tenanted by small businesses including booksellers, watchmakers, 

restauranteurs, fishmongers and bootmakers.  Today they include at least two small bars.  

These terraces are described in the State Heritage Inventory listing card as being Victorian 

Regency in design.18 

  

                                                      

18
 Listing card, Retail and Residential Terrace, 42-50 Erskine Street, State Heritage Inventory, Heritage Branch 

Website, www.heritage.nsw.gov.au 



122 October 2012 2975 – 75 ½ George Street  CMP   

 

At 62-66A Erskine Street, on the corner of Kent Street, sits another group of Victorian 

Italianate commercial terraces that were built in 1890. 19. 

The group at 68A, 68-80 Erskine Street, 'Watch House Terrace', was built c.1890 and is 

listed on the State Heritage Register.  The buildings are described as 'a rare streetscape of 

Sydney Italianate Victorian commercial terraces'. 20. 

A number of the timber shopfronts in the Erskine Street groups have been reconstructed. 

Again, none has the Gothic Revival style details of the shopfronts to 75 – 75 ½ George 

Street (Figures 124 to 128). 

A shop with residence above survives at 265 Pacific Highway, North Sydney (Figure 129).  It 

was probably built in the 1880s and is described on the State Heritage Register listing card 

as 'rare commercial example of Victorian Free Gothic style in the area'. The building is likely 

to have been built at a date close to that of 75 – 75 ½ George Street but it is very different in 

architectural style, with polychrome brick, pointed arches, terracotta shingles and a half-

hipped roof.  It has small windows at ground floor level, rather than a glazed shopfront.  This 

building may be contemporary with Nos. 75 – 75 ½ George Street. 

The streetscapes of Oxford Street, Paddington, and King Street, Newtown, retain buildings 

of similar scale and character to 75 – 75 ½ George Street.  The State Heritage Inventory 

listings for these buildings provide no detail regarding architectural style or designer. 

 

  

                                                      

19
 Listing card, Commercial Terrace, 62-66A Erskine Street, State Heritage Inventory, Heritage Branch Website, 

www.heritage.nsw.gov.au 

20
 Listing card, Watch House Terrace and Shops, 68A, 68-80 Erskine Street, State Heritage Inventory, Heritage Branch 

Website, www.heritage.nsw.gov.au 
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Figure 122 

139-141 George Street, built in 1882, was built with 

shops at ground floor level and residences above.  It 

has a sandstone, Classical Revival façade that is very 

different from that of 75-75 ½ George Street.  2012. 

 

Figure 123 

The shopfronts to 139-141 George Street, 2012, are 

largely reconstructions based on physical evidence. 

 

 

Figure 124 

Watch House Terrace, 68A, 68-80 Erskine Street, 

Sydney, dates from c.1890 and is listed on the State 

Heritage Register.  (Source: Historic photograph 

included on listing card, Heritage Branch Website, 

www.heritage.nsw.gov.au). 

 

Figure 125 

Contemporary view of Watch House 

Terrace, 68A, 68-80 Erskine Street.  

(Source: listing card, Heritage Branch 

Website, www.heritage.nsw.gov.au). 
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Figure 126 

The commercial terrace at 42-50 Erskine Street, 

Sydney, dates from 1880-85 and is contemporary with 

75-75 ½ George Street.  (Source: Historic photograph 

included on listing card, 42-50 Erskine Street, Heritage 

Branch Website, www.heritage.nsw.gov.au). 

 

 

Figure 127 

Contemporary view of the shopfronts of 46-50 Erskine 

Street, 2012.   

 

 

Figure 128 

Contemporary view of the commercial terrace at 62-

66A Erskine Street, Sydney, dates from 1890.  (Source: 

Historic photograph included on listing card, Heritage 

Branch Website, www.heritage.nsw.gov.au). 

 

Figure 129 

Shop, originally with residence above, 

probably designed in the 1880s.  

(Source:  2007 CMP by Robertson and 

Hindmarsh, p 53). 

Shopfronts 

In addition to the shopfronts discussed in relation to the buildings above, there are some 

examples that survive on buildings of larger scale or later date than 75-75 ½ George Street. 

King Street, Newtown, largely retains its late Nineteenth Century scale and character 

however very few original shopfronts survive.  St Georges Hall, now part of the Newtown 

High School of Performing Arts at 352 King Street was built in 1887.  It retains its shopfronts, 

which are of a larger scale than those at 75 – 75 ½ George Street (see Figures 132 and 

133). 
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The published scheme for the Trocadero skating rink in King Street, Newtown (completed 

1889), shows that the building originally had Gothic Revival shopfronts, three of which have 

recently been reconstructed.  The two shopfronts on the eastern side retained the most 

original fabric.  Like 75 – 75 ½ George Street, they have fine timber framing and large areas 

of glass with doors set back from the façade (see Figures 130 and 131). 

Further south on King Street are three groups of shops with similar shopfronts and parapet 

details.  These buildings are believed to date from c.1900 so are of a later date than 75 – 75 

½ George Street.  The shops have a similar arrangement of side door with fanlight and 

shopfront, however the shopfronts are less ornate, which is in keeping with their later 

construction date (see Figures 134 and 135). 

The timber shopfront to No. 75 – 75 ½ George Street appears to be original and is a rare 

surviving example of an early 1880s shopfront in Sydney.  The trefoil detailing of the 

shopfront, which is Gothic Revival in origin, is also rare.  Timber was commonly used for 

shopfronts in the 1880s, but, by the 1890s, bronze had been introduced.   

In its original configuration, the shopfront glazing ot 75 and 75 ½ George Street is likely to 

have been painted, possibly with gilded lettering.  The fanlights may also have been gilded 

and lettered.  

 

Figure 130 

Published elevation of the Gothic Revival influenced 

Trocadero Skating Rink, King Street, Newtown.  

(Source:  2007 CMP by Robertson and Hindmarsh, p 

54). 

 

Figure 131 

The façade of the Trocadero today has three reconstructed shopfronts.  

The two on the right of the image retained the most original fabric. 

(Source: Contemporary photograph included on listing card for Trocadero, 

69-77 King Street, Newtown, Heritage Branch Website, 

www.heritage.nsw.gov.au). 



126 October 2012 2975 – 75 ½ George Street  CMP   

 

 

Figure 132 

St Georges Hall, 352 King Street, Newtown, 1887, 

retains its original shopfronts but they are of a larger 

scale than those at 75 – 75 ½ George Street. (Source: 

Contemporary photograph included on listing card for 

St Georges Hall, 352 King Street, Newtown, Heritage 

Branch Website, www.heritage.nsw.gov.au). 

 

Figure 133 

Detail of a shopfront, St Georges Hall, 1887, 352 

King Street, Newtown.  (Source: 2007 CMP by 

Robertson and Hindmarsh, p 55). 

 

Figure 134 

Detail of shopfront at No. 486 King Street, Newtown 

(Source: 2007 CMP by Robertson and Hindmarsh, p 

56).   

 

Figure 135 

Detail of shopfront at No. 494 King Street, Newtown 

(Source:  2007 CMP by Robertson and Hindmarsh, p 56).   

Architectural Style 

The decorative façade of Nos. 75 – 75 ½ George Street has a highly eclectic mix of 

architectural elements of Classical and Gothic origin.  It demonstrates some of the important 

characteristics of the Victorian Free Classical Style21.  These include: 

 A symmetrical façade, 

 A parapet concealing the roof, 

                                                      

21
 Apperley, Irving and Reynolds, A Pictorial Guide to Identifying Australian Architecture, p56. 
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 Decorative accents on the skyline (the steeply pitched central pediment with an 

acroterion at its apex, and the shallower pediments to either side), 

 An unconventional order of architecture: the purely decorative columns on the 

faces of the pilasters have capitals influenced by the Corinthian order, but the 

fluted shafts and the proportions of the order are not evident.  

The pediments above the second floor windows (although not Classically proportioned), the 

pilasters and the projecting cornice of the building are also influenced by Classical 

architecture.   

In addition to these elements, the façade also contains elements that appear to have been 

influenced by the Victorian Free Gothic Style.  These include: 

 The rendered imitation bosses at the ends of the horizontal and arched mouldings 

to the central section of the façade, 

 The trefoil detail to the small timber spandrels on the shopfronts (see Figure 139), 

 The character of the carved capitals on the slim columns that frame the 

shopfronts (see Figure 139). 

In addition to the buildings' Free Classical and Free Gothic elements, the facades contain 

recessed spandrel panels at first floor level (these are currently highlighted in a cream colour 

that contrasts with the main façade) and several rosettes. 

There are several examples of the Victorian Free Classical architectural style in Sydney.  

These include the Department of Lands, in Bridge Street and the General Post Office, in 

Martin Place. Both of these examples are much larger buildings than 75-75 ½ George Street 

and are public buildings constructed of stone22. 

Sydney also contains examples of the Victorian Free Gothic style, for example the Great 

Synagogue in Elizabeth Street23.  The English, Scottish and Australian Bank, at 135 George 

Street, The Rocks, also shows the influence of the style. 

The Victorian Free Classical and Free Gothic examples noted above are much truer to their 

architectural styles than is 75 – 75 ½ George Street, which combines the various elements 

of the styles in an idiosyncratic way that may also have been influenced by the Eastlake 

Style (see below). 

 

                                                      

22
 Apperley, Irving and Reynolds, A Pictorial Guide to Identifying Australian Architecture, p57, 58. 

23
 Apperley, Irving and Reynolds, A Pictorial Guide to Identifying Australian Architecture, p82. 
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Figure 136 

The ornate parapet of the buildings has many 

decorative elements influenced by Classical 

architecture.  The parapet, which gives the building its 

decorative skyline, has a steep central pediment topped 

by an acroterion, shallower side pediments, a string 

course and moulded brackets attached to the sides of 

the pediment.  The steep central pediment and the 

repetitive decorative motifs above the windows were 

possibly influenced by the Eastlake Style. 

 

Figure 137 

The central section of the façade contains horizontal 

and arched rendered mouldings with render 'bosses' at 

the ends and corners.  There are also recessed 

spandrel panels (painted to contrast with the main 

façade colour) and rosettes above each pair of first 

floor windows.  The triple brackets, rosettes and 

roundels may have been influenced by the Eastlake 

Style. 

 

Figure 138 

The pair of original shopfronts to 75 -75 ½ George 

Street. 

 

Figure 139 

The trefoil detail at the tops of the timber shopfronts to 

75 and 75 ½ George Street, and the carved capitals of 

the timber framing elements, are influenced by the 

Gothic Revival style. 

The motifs used in commercial architecture during the Victorian era were similar in England 

and its colonies; architectural periodicals such as The Builder were widely available.  The 

façade design of 75 – 75 ½ George Street also includes motifs such as rosettes that could 

also be found in furniture designs popularised by Charles Eastlake, in a style that became 

known as the Eastlake Style.  The Eastlake Style, and the broader Queen Anne Revival 

style, was popular in America, where the characteristic details of the style were converted 

into timber.   

The Eastlake Style was not as popular in Sydney as the purer English form of Maurice 

Adams, William Eden Nesfield and Richard Norman Shaw and employed in the design of 

commercial buildings and townhouses in London.  In Sydney, the appearance of the Queen 

Anne Revival Style, and its variant, the Eastlake Style, corresponds with the arrival of a 

number of London-trained architects in the 1880s: John Francis Hennessy, Walter Liberty 
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Vernon, John Sulman and Richard George Howard Joseland. 

The best known Sydney example of an interior inspired by the Eastlake's illustrations is the 

council chamber of the Sydney Town Hall, redecorated in the late 1880s to a design that 

John Hennessy had prepared some years earlier.  Hennessy, who trained in London, had 

briefly worked in America before arriving in Australia.   Whilst in London, he had gained 

experience with Basil Champneys, Charles Eastlake and William Burges.  The style of 75 – 

75 ½ George Street has similarities with the work of Eastlake and Burges and could be 

Hennessy's work, although in 1883 he was working as the Assistant City Architect.  Another 

possibility is that the shops were designed by the firm of Coward and Bell, who were also 

working in the Queen Anne Revival style during the 1880s. 

75 – 75 ½ George Street have a number of characteristic details of the Eastlake Style 

including:  

 Double and triple brackets (above and on either side of the columns at first and 

second floor level) 

 Roundels,  

 Small pediments  

 Repetitive decorative motifs above the second floor windows. 

 The steep pitch of the central pediment on the parapet, 

An exuberant example of the Eastlake style, in which these same motifs are present, can be 

seen in the Carson Mansion in California. 

The façade of 75 – 75 ½ George Street is rendered and was one of the last examples in the 

streetscape to be rendered – by the mid 1880s, face brick was starting to be employed for 

Sydney's commercial buildings, showing the influence of the variant of the Queen Anne 

Revival style that was fashionable in London.   

Internally, the shops retain some decorative detail, for example the fireplace in space G.06 

on the ground floor of 75 George Street, which also shows some characteristics of the 

Eastlake Style (see Figure 53).  
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Figure 140 

The Carson House, Eureka California (Source:  2007 

CMP by Robertson and Hindmarsh, p 49).   

 

Figure 141 

Detail of the Carson House.  Note the 

rosettes and the double and triple 

brackets (Source:  Source: 2007 CMP, 

Robertson and Hindmarsh, p 49).   

 

Figure 142 

The Council Chambers of the Sydney Town Hall, completed 

in the late 1880s, was designed by John Hennessy and 

shows the influence of the Eastlake Style.  (Source:  Philips 

Lighting website www.lighting.philips.com). 
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PART 5 
ILLUSTRATED HISTORY 

 

 

  



132 October 2012 2975 – 75 ½ George Street  CMP   

 

  



75 – 75 ½ George Street  CMP   October 2012   133  

 

5.1 Introduction 

The site of 75 and 75 ½ George Street formed part of the country of the Cadigal people prior 

to European Settlement in 1788.  It was part of the first hospital precinct from 1788 until 

1800, when land deemed no longer necessary for the hospital was alienated.  Whilst there 

may have been wells for the hospital on or near the site, no other structures are recorded 

during this period.  The first building on or near the site was a house constructed c1809. 

Demolition rubble from this date was uncovered in an archaeological excavation at the 

Observer Hotel, the site beside the subject site.  In the 1820s the site was part of the garden 

of the solicitor Fredrick Garling, and remnants of the garden wall may still exist. 

The first structure conclusively constructed on the site was a single story shop in 1853, this 

was replaced by the twin shops and residences that still stand today. 

 

5.2 Methodology and Historical Sources 

The history of 75-75.5 George Street has been compiled using a range of illustrative and 

documentary sources combined with the evidence from the two archaeological excavations 

that have been conducted on the site or just next door.   Although this report is primarily an 

update of the Robertson and Hindmarsh 2007 CMP further research has been undertaken 

with reference to historic newspaper accounts, State pictorial and manuscript archives held 

by NSW State Records, Mitchell Library, Sydney Council Archives, and other NSW State 

sources.  The Sydney Jewish Museum also provided information. 

 

5.3 Authorship of this Section 

This section has been prepared by Monique Galloway, Heritage Project Officer, Sydney 

Harbour Foreshore Authority.   
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5.4 Developmental History 

5.4.1 Hospital 1788-1800 

In 1788 when the first fleet arrived the subject site was made part of the hospital gardens.  

William Bradley’s plan from his journal `A Voyage to New South Wales', December 1786 - 

May 1792’ shows no buildings on the site, however he does depict two wells in close 

proximity. (Figure 143 and 144, below). 

The 1791 plan of the town (Figure 145) shows that there are still no structures on the site.  

Although, as these maps and plans are produced for a British audience, small insubstantial 

buildings like outhouses may not depicted, being judged as unnecessary detail.  The 

surgeon’s and assistant surgeon’s residences had been constructed by this date but they do 

not appear on the plan. 

Around 1800, land that was not required for future extensions to the hospital was made 

available by the Government24. 

 

Figure 143 

William Bradley. `Sydney Cove, Port Jackson'. March 

1788.’  Approximate location of the site is shown. State 

Library of NSW a138498   

 

Figure 144 

Detail of Figure 143 showing approximate location of subject site. 

 

                                                      

24
 Clive Lucas & Stapleton. Conservation Management Plan 77-85 George St, The Rocks.  2008 pg 13. 
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Figure 145 

Phillip. ‘A survey of the settlement of New South Wales, New Holland.’ 1791. The residences for the surgeon and 

assistant surgeon were constructed by 1791 when this plan was made but they are not shown. Approximate location 

of the site is show. State Library of NSW. GPO 1 - 17500 

5.4.2 Land Grant and Leases 

The site was part of the land grant to William Balmain (1762-1803) made in 1795.  After 

entering the Navy in 1780 as a surgeon’s mate, Balmain was commissioned as the assistant 

surgeon to New South Wales and arrived on the First Fleet ship the Alexander.  In October 

1791, he was sent to Norfolk Island as the senior surgeon and magistrate.  After John White, 

the principal surgeon to the colony, returned to England in 1794, Balmain took his place and 

was officially appointed principal surgeon in August 179625.  The surgeon’s residence was 

beside the land grant he was given in The Rocks, and it is assumed he lived in the house as 

it came with the position. 

                                                      

25
 ADB Online William Balmain 
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Figure 146 

New South Wales. View of Sydney from the east side of the cove. 1810. John Eyre.  The area in the red rectangle is 

detailed below.  (This image was originally drawn c1808 and published in 1810 in England) Mitchell Library ML 443 

 Figure 147 

Detail of annotated version of above, c1808 (date when drawn).  Approximate location of site indicated by red arrow, 

the Surgeon’s residence indicated by the purple arrow. National Library of Australia nla.pic-an4863639-1.
26

 

 

Prior to leaving the colony in August 1801, Balmain held 1480 acres, including land in The 

Rocks, the Balmain peninsula, which was named after him, and at the Field of Mars.  He left 

his affairs in the colony with D’Arcy Wentworth, intending to return to New South Wales, but 

late in 1802 he sought permission to retire on a pension.  He died on 17 November 1803 

leaving most of his property to Margaret Dawson, (or Henderson) his de facto convict wife, 

and their three children27. 

                                                      

26
 Four Aquatints were published in Mann’s “Present picture of New South Wales 1811.” Published in London, they 

were engraved in 1810 although the images were drawn in Sydney around 1808-1809.  John Eyre drew two annotated 

versions as a legend for these prints. 

27
 ADB Online William Balmain 

http://artsearch.nga.gov.au/Detail-LRG.cfm?View=LRG&IRN=47838&View=LRG
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Figure 148 

“Plan of the town of Sydney in New South Wales by Jas. Meehan, Assistant Surveyor of Lands, 31st October 1807” 

Detail.  Balmain’s grant is shown as Number 3 (arrowed) SHFA Historic Map collection HP 31 

It is not known what happened with the land during the first decade of the 1800s.  Balmain 

had died by the time the Meehan plan (Figure 148) was produced in 1807.  The legend of 

the plan states that Number 3 is 'Wm Balmain, now belongs to Government'.  It doesn’t 

appear that Balmain ever erected any structures on this land grant and it was still empty by 

this date.  This agrees with the image by an unnamed artist painted around 1800 (Figure 

149).  The hospital complex, the assistant surveyors and surgeon’s residences are shown, 

and the area that appears to be under cultivation beside the surgeon’s residence is the 

subject site.  

By around 1803, however, an image attributed to GW Evans shows more buildings in the 

area that appear to be or very close to the subject site. 

 

  



138 October 2012 2975 – 75 ½ George Street  CMP   

 

 

Figure 149 

Sydney Cove looking to the west, ca. 1800. Unknown Artist. Mitchell Library ML 443 

 

Figure 150 

Detail of above.  Area indicated by arrow is Balmain’s grant.  The building to the left is the Surgeon’s residence. 

 

Figure 151 

'Sydney from the west side of the cove' c.1803 attributed to GW Evans. Mitchell Library XV1/c1803/1 
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Figure 152 

Detail of above showing more building in the area of the subject site.  The Red arrow is pointing to the site, the purple 

is the surgeon’s residence. 

 

5.4.3 Gaudry to Garling c.1809 - 1844 

By 1809 William Gaudry had built a house on or very near the subject site.  The house is 

shown in Eyre’s other annotated version of the print series published in 1810.  It appears 

that Gaudry took the lease in June 1809 during the period of the NSW Corps' administration 

after the Rum Rebellion deposed Bligh as Governor.  All grants and leases arranged during 

this administration were declared void in January 1810, when Macquarie became Governor.  

This resulted in an administrative challenge sorting out which leases and grants were 

legitimate and deserved.  Gaudry’s particulars of the lease are noted in the Colonial 

Secretary’s Index as having constructed a house next to Robert Campbell’s on the 7 June 

1810.  Only five days later on 12 June 1810, the Colonial Secretary’s index notes a dispute 

about the lease28. 

Gaudry’s house is shown in a series of views by John Eyre and his house is noted in the 

annotated version that accompanied these views as a legend (see Figure 153) .  An 

excavation at the present location of the Observer Hotel uncovered building material that 

dates to c.181029, but it is unknown if this represents the house that Gaudry built or another 

structure. 

                                                      

28
 Colonial Secretary’s Correspondence. NSW State Records online index  

29
 Casey & Lowe. Observer Hotel Excavation Vol 3, Artefact Catalogue. 1993 
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Figure 153 

East View of Sydney, New South Wales. John Eyre Published 1810 London.  Gaudry’s house is indicated by the red 

arrow, Bailey’s by the purple.  (Source:  Dixson Galleries DL 32) 

 

Figure 154 

Detail. Annotated version of above.  Gaudry’s House indicated. National Library of Australia RNK Accn. T 2824. 
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William Gaudry  

Gaudry arrived in the colony in 1807 and worked for his patron, Colonel Paterson, in Van 

Diemen’s Land.  After the Rum Rebellion of January 1808, Paterson returned to Sydney and 

Gaudry accompanied him and was given a government post which he held when Macquarie 

took over30.  

Gaudry leased the subject site in c.1809-181031 and built a house on it.  The previous CMP 

for the site included the reference for this lease as 'Demise from the Crown to William 

Gaudry 1810, LTO PA 7471'.  However the archaeological report says that Paterson leased 

the land to Gaudry in November 1809 and the lease was ratified the day Macquarie took 

over (1 January 1810)32. 

Just after building his house in George St, Gaudry married Diana Kable, the daughter of the 

successful emancipist merchant, Henry Kable.  William and Diana moved into the house in 

George St, living very close to her parents. In December 1809 Kable gave Gaudry the power 

of attorney to act on his behalf in business matters.  Gaudry had coastal shipping interests 

and was an auctioneer amongst other mercantile interests. 

In 1812 William and Diana Gaudry built a house at Windsor which they moved into soon 

after completion and where the last of their four children were born.  William died on 31 

January 1816 after a short illness at the age of 33, his family lost most of the land he had 

acquired as he died intestate and many of his grants reverted to the crown33, but it is 

unknown if this included his town lease in The Rocks. 

Between the time of Gaudry’s death in 1816 and 1835 it is difficult to ascertain exactly what 

occurred with the ownership or lease of the site and when or whether any structures were 

constructed on the land during this time.  Further research in archaeological excavations 

carried out very close to and on the site, and further detailed investigation into the historical 

record could shed further light on this period.  Land tenure became very confusing as a 

result of the Rum Rebellion and the large number of land grants and leases handed during 

the two years between the deposing of Bligh and the Governorship of Macquarie.  It took 

many years to sort out this administrative nightmare. 

According to previous CMPs, John Plummer brought Lot 2 in 1820, but it is unknown at this 

stage from whom.  The previous CMP has a reference that states:  'Indenture from Gaudry 

to John Plummer 1810'.34  The 1810 date on this reference may not be accurate.  

John Plummer may not have even been in the colony - the name may have referred to a 

                                                      

30
 http://ozetree.com/individual.php?pid=I115&ged=kenteale2.ged William Littleton Gaudry 

31
 Robertson and Hindmarsh P/L. Conservation Management Plan 75-75a George St, The Rocks. 2007 pg 16 

32
 Casey & Lowe. Observer Hotel Excavation Vol 1 Report. 1993 pg 5 

33
 http://ozetree.com/individual.php?pid=I115&ged=kenteale2.ged William Littleton Gaudry 

34
 Robertson and Hindmarsh P/L. Conservation Management Plan 75-75a George St, The Rocks. 2007 pg 15 

http://ozetree.com/individual.php?pid=I115&ged=kenteale2.ged
http://ozetree.com/individual.php?pid=I115&ged=kenteale2.ged
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business in England.  By 1824 John Plummer and his partner William Wilson were bankrupt 

and the lease was again transferred via James Johnson and eventually ended up in the 

possession of Frederick Garling, Crown Solicitor.   The subject site formed part of the large 

garden next to his residence, which was built where the Observer Hotel now stands.   

No indication of what happened to the Gaudry house has been found.  The house may have 

been demolished prior to the construction of Fredrick Garling’s residence, or it may have 

formed part of that residence.  The archaeological excavation and artefact analysis carried 

out on the Observer Hotel in 1992 does not conclusively rule out either possibility.  Building 

material dating from c.1810 was recovered, as was the building material from a later date 

that has been tentatively identified as from the Garling House, unfortunately it has not been 

closely dated35. 

 

Frederick Garling (1775-1848) 

 

Figure 155 

Frederick Garling Snr (1775-1848) State Library of NSW 

Government Printing Office 1 - 12061 

Garling, a solicitor, practised in London, as an 

attorney in the Court of King's Bench and a 

solicitor in the Court of Chancery until 1814. In 

February 1814, he and another London solicitor, 

William Moore, were recommended by Jeffery 

Bent, to go to Sydney to conduct cases before the 

Court of Criminal Jurisdiction and the newly-

established Supreme Court and Governor's Court. 

On 20 October 1814 Garling embarked with his 

wife Elizabeth and five children in the Francis and 

Eliza. This ship was captured and plundered by an 

American privateer off the island of Madeira and 

as a result the Garling family did not reach Sydney 

until 8 August 1815. 

 

When Ellis Bent died on 10 November 1815 the office of deputy judge advocate fell vacant. 

Macquarie appointed Garling a magistrate of the colony and acting deputy judge advocate. 

While holding the position Garling allowed emancipist solicitors to practise in the Governor's 

Court and the Criminal Court. Three criminal courts were held during his term and the 

severity of the sentences passed by two of these courts was made a subject of inquiry by 

Commissioner John Thomas Bigge.  Garling acted as deputy judge advocate 'with zeal, 

                                                      

35
 Casey & Lowe. Observer Hotel Excavation Vol 3, Artefact Catalogue. 1993  

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/moore-william-henry-2477
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/bent-ellis-1772
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/macquarie-lachlan-2419
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/bigge-john-thomas-1779
http://libapp.sl.nsw.gov.au/cgi-bin/spydus/ENQ/PM/FULL1?177836,I
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impartiality and integrity' according to Macquarie, until 5 October 1816 when John Wylde 

arrived and took up the duties of that office.  Garling then reverted to the position of crown 

solicitor, in addition to which he enjoyed a large private practice. 

Garling ceased practising as a solicitor after his appointment as crown prosecutor for the 

Courts of Quarter Sessions. He was unable to discharge the duties of both clerk of the 

peace and crown prosecutor efficiently, not because he was lazy or lacked ability, but 

because the two offices could not effectively be combined in the one person.  He was 

generous and public-spirited, and served on several committees, including those of the 

Female and Male Orphan Institutions, the Native Institution, the Bible Society, the Sydney 

Dispensary and the Benevolent Society.  He was interested in agriculture and horticulture, 

was granted 1200 acres (486 ha) by Macquarie in 1819, was a foundation member of the 

Australian Racing Club, and a shareholder in the Bank of New South Wales. 

In January 1830 he was appointed crown prosecutor for the Courts of Quarter Sessions, and 

he acted in the double capacity of clerk of the peace and crown prosecutor at Quarter 

Sessions until September 1837. In October he was succeeded by George Holden as crown 

prosecutor. He remained clerk of the peace until January 1839 when he retired. 

On 9 June 1828 Garling's first wife Elizabeth, née Spratt, to whom he was married at 

Bloomsbury, London, on 14 April 1801, died at the age of 52. By this marriage there were 

five children, Frederick, Nicholas, Sophia, Elizabeth and Jane.  Garling himself died on 2 

May 1848, aged 73, and was buried two days later in the Devonshire Street cemetery36. 

The Sydney Gazette 25 January 1817 confirms that Fredrick Garling Snr was in residence at 

this time.  It is very likely, but not possible to ascertain if the family are living on the subject 

site at this time.   

On the Premises, on Monday the 3d of February, at Eleven in the Forenoon, All 

that DWELLING HOUSE, with Garden Stable, and Out-buildings, replete with 

Conveniences, situate No. 2, Phillip-street, Sydney; after which will be Sold, all the 

Household Furniture and Fixtures, unless an acceptable offer should be made to 

Mr. Bevan; or to Mr. Garling, Solicitor, George-street. 

Previous studies of this site, the Observer Hotel and Unwin's Stores, all say that the Garlings 

are living in a substantial two storey house in the 1820s.   

In February 1822 Plummer and Garling were involved in a dispute that was heard in the 

Supreme Court37.  As Plummer had the grant it could be assumed that this was a dispute 

over ownership, Plummer’s subsequent bankruptcy in 1824 may have been a result of this 

case.  It appears from the notice that all of Garling’s land grants, house and household 

goods were to be sold.  Details of this case are not available at the time of writing on the 

Macquarie University Law School’s online Colonial Cases or on the AustLII Databases.   

                                                      

36
 ADB Online Fredrick Garling 

37 Sydney Gazette 22 Feb 1822 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/wylde-john-2822
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/holden-george-kenyon-3781
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/garling-frederick-2080
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 In the Supreme Court. PLUMMER v. GARLING 

 By virtue of a Writ in the above Cause to me directed, I will, at my Office, in Hunter-

street, Sydney, on Thursday, the 28
th
 Instant, at the House of Twelve at Noon, Set 

up and Sell by Auction, to the nest and Lightest Bidder, All that valuable Estate 

situate in the District of Prospect Hill, consisting of 1200 Acres of Land; upon which 

, upwards of 100 Acres of Timber have been fallen, 60 Acres whereof are cleared 

and land out in convenient Enclosures. 

On Friday the 1
st
 of March, I will, at the House of Eleven on the Forenoon, in the 

Market-place, in Sydney, further Sell by Auction, several Head of Cattle, consisting 

of Horse and Cows, on the same Account. 

And further, on Wednesday, the 13
th

 of March next, at the Hour of Twelve at Noon, 

o the Premises, I will Set up, and Sell by Auction, All that valuable House and 

Premises, the present Residence of the Defendant, situate in George-street, 

Sydney, together with the Household Furniture, and every Thing appearing, 

thereto, unless the said Writ be, in the mean time, discharged. – Terms, prompt 

Payment. 

J.T. Campbell, Provost Marshal. 

In March 1822 the Provost Marshall threatened to sell the Garling house under a writ of Fieri 

Facias (see notice below).  Further research is required to ascertain the particulars of this 

incident, it is mentioned in the Colonial Secretary’s correspondence38 and Garling’s 

residence is advertised in the Sydney Gazette.  Considering Garling’s occupation and that 

he was appointed with an initial salary of £300 in 1816, it seems unlikely that he would have 

been in debt as a writ of Fieri Facias The Sydney Gazette,1 March 1822 suggests. 

 In the Supreme Court. PROVOST MARSHAL’S OFFICE, FEB. 28, 1822 

 By virtue of a Writ of a Fieri Facias to me directed, I will Cause to be Set up and 

Sold by Auction, to the best and highest Bidder, at my Office, in Hunter-street, 

Sydney, at the Hour of Twelve Noon, on Wednesday, the 13
th
 of March next 

ensuring, All that valuable House and Premises, the present Residence of Fredrick 

Garling, Esq. in George-street, Sydney. – Terms, prompt Payment. 

J.T. Campbell, Provost Marshal. 

In October 1822 a note in the Colonial Secretary’s Correspondence says: “Re legal steps to 

be taken in consequence of the Provost Marshall having advertised for sale, grants in which 

the clauses providing against the alienation of the estates within a limited number of years, 

were still in force39.  It is unknown what happened with these cases or how they came about, 

Garling’s grants were not the only ones affected.  The date, 1822 could be significant as the 

                                                      

38
 NSW State Records Colonial Secretary’s Correspondence (Reel 6009; 4/3506 p.329) 

39
 NSW State Records Colonial Secretary’s Correspondence (Reel 6052; 4/1753 p.184) 
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first Bigge Report was published then, although the content of the report had been known in 

the colony previous to its publication.  The Bigge Report was very critical of Macquarie’s 

administration, and when Brisbane took over as Governor in December 1821 he 

immediately began to carry out some of the reforms recommended by Bigge.  One of these 

was the system of land grants. 

Regardless of the outcomes of these incidents, the Garling family are resident in George St 

from the 1820s in the large house on the site of the Observer Hotel, the garden for this 

residence covers the subject site.  Frederick Garling Jnr the marine artist lived in this house 

with the family as a young man.  

Frederick Garling Jnr (1806-1873),  

Fredrick Garling Jnr., a customs official and marine artist, was born on 23 February 1806 at 

King Street, Holborn, London, the son of Frederick Garling Snr. He arrived in Australia with 

his parents in the Francis and Eliza in 1815.  In 1827 he was appointed a landing waiter in 

the Customs Office in Sydney at £250 a year and in 1847 was promoted acting landing 

surveyor.  He was entirely self-taught as an artist and specialized, naturally enough, in 

marine subjects.  His output was prodigious: it is said that he painted a large proportion of 

the ships which entered Port Jackson during his lifetime. Most of his work, which was 

generally unsigned, was in watercolour and characterized by a feeling for atmosphere 

absent from the work of earlier Australian topographical artists.  He died in Sydney on 16 

November 1873.  In 1829 at St Philip's, Sydney, he married Elizabeth, eldest daughter of 

Lieutenant Ward of the 1st Regiment, and niece of General Hawkshaw of the East India 

Co.'s service.  They had seven sons and four daughters.  The eldest son, Frederick 

Augustus (1833-1910), was an explorer and pioneer in north Queensland40. 

                                                      

40 ADB online Fredrick Garling 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/garling-frederick-2079
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Figure 156 

Detail. Plan of the Town and Suburbs of Sydney 1822.  The arrow indicates the approximate location of the subject 

site and the structures could be part of the Garling residence.  (Source SHFA Historic Maps Collection HP 330) 

The 1822 Plan of the Town and Suburbs of Sydney shows several buildings in the subject 

area, some of which may relate to the Garling residence.  In the 1830s a concerted effort 

was made to formalise all land tenure, which had become extraordinarily confused by this 

time.  A series of section maps were produced by Robert Russell, one of which shows the 

Garling House and garden.  Figure 157, below, shows the subject site lying within the 

garden of Garling’s residence and surrounded by a wall.  The grant was not formalised until 

1838 by which time it had been transferred in trust to William Carr and George John 

Rodgers.    
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Figure 157 

Map showing the outline of the Garling land and residence.  The subject site is indicated, it is in the walled garden 

City Section Survey Plans, 1833 - Section_85. Historical Atlas of Sydney, City of Sydney Archives.   

William Carr was appointed as a ‘Commissioner for the Examining and Reporting upon 

Claims to Grants of Land with the Colony’ in 1836. He was an attorney of the Kings Bench in 

Westminster and a solicitor to the High court Chancery prior to coming to Sydney.  In June 

1836, Carr advertised his intention to apply to be admitted as an attorney, solicitor and 

Proctor of the Supreme Court of NSW.  Little else is known about him, although he may be 

the same William Carr who named Waverton after an English Village connected with his 

family. Research has turned up nothing on George John Rodgers at the time of writing. 

 Colonial Secretary’s Office, Sydney, 24
th
 May 1836. 

The Governor directs it to be notified that His Excellency has been pleased to 

appoint the undermentioned Gentlemen to be the Commissioners, for Examining 

and Reporting upon Claims to Grants of Land within the Colony of New South 

Wales, under the Act of the Governor and Council of William IV. No. 21:- 

  SYDNEY STEPHEN, Esquire 

  ROGER THERRY, Esquire, and 

  WILLIAM CARR, Esquire, 

His Excellency has also appointed Mr. John Thompson to be Secretary to the said 

Commissioners. 

By His Excellency’s Command 

ALEXANDER McLEAY 
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I, WILLIAM CARR, late of Lincoln’s Inn Fields, in the county of Middlesex, but now 

of Pitt-street, Sydney, in the Colony of New South Wales, an Attorney of His 

Majesty’s Court of Ling’s Bench at Westminster in England, and a Solicitor of the 

High Court’ of Chancery, do hereby give notice that I intend to apply to the 

Honourable the Supreme Court of New South Wales, to be admitted an Attorney 

Solicitor, and Protector of the said Court, on the 15
th

 day of July now next. 

WILLLIAM CARR. 

Sydney, May 27, 1836 

Carr and Rodgers then transferred the grant to Frederick Wright Unwin, who had the land 

immediately to the south of the subject site.  Unwin subdivided the property into a series of 

lots and about 1845 erected the substantial sandstone stores to the south of the subject site 

that survive today. A rear lane was created (now Kendall Lane).  

Garling’s house is believed to have been demolished in 1844, shortly before the Waterman’s 

Arms was constructed. Part of the house was revealed during archaeological excavations in 

the early 1990s.  

 

5.4.4 Samson's Cottage 

In June 1843 Lot 7 of Unwin’s subdivision was transferred from Fredrick Unwin, his wife 

Anne King and Charles William Roemer to William Samson.  Samson was a stevedore and 

he took out a mortgage with Roemer probably to construct the house on Lot 7.  When 

Roemer returned to England in 1844, the mortgage was taken over by James Holt and 

William Carr. 

Samson constructed a two storey brick and shingle house with three rooms at the rear of the 

block to Kendall Lane in 1844.  The two stone fireplaces that survive in the basement of 75 

½ George St were built by Unwin when he constructed his stone stores, c.1844-46, and the 

chimneys cross the boundary line.  Samson may have intended to build a commercial 

property at the George St frontage of the Lot. 

Samson and Martha Peterson were married in 1841, when she was 20 years old.  They 

advertised a house for rent in Millers Point in 1843 in conjunction with Martha’s brother-in-

law, Matthias Hooper.  Hooper operated the King's Head Tavern, first on the corner of 

Argyle and Harrington Streets, and then he purchased the Lot next door to the Samsons 

from Unwin and constructed the hotel in 1843. 

The Samsons had two children, William, who died in infancy, and Mary Isabella, born in 

1845.  In 1847 William Samson died at age 29 and Martha and Mary became joint owners of 

the property.  
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Figure 158 

Plan of Lower George St, 1849
41

 The red arrow indicates Martha Samson’s Lot,.  The purple arrow is her brother-in-

law Matthias Hooper’s property.  (Source: Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority Historic Plan Collection HP 106). 

In 1849 a plan (Figure 158) was produced of Lower George St showing the proposed 

realignments and the subject site was marked 'Open, now Mrs Sampson' (sic). 

After the single storey shop was built fronting George St in 1853, Samson’s cottage became 

the residence attached to the shop.  The address of the site is 79 George St until 1883 and 

in the Sands Directory both the shop and Samson's Cottage are listed as the one address.   

In 1884, the single story shop fronting George St had been demolished.  A twin pair of three 

story brick shops with residences above them was constructed by Alexander Cormack.  The 

street numbers then changed again to 75 George and 75 ½ George St.   

Between 1884 and 1901, Samson's cottage becomes 1 Kendall Lane.  Further research is 

required to determine exactly when and why.   

The Samsons' cottage was resumed after the outbreak of the plague in 1901 and a plan of 

the building, prepared by the Resumed Properties Branch in 1903, survives in the Mitchell 

Library.  After being used as a Chinese boarding house for several years in the early 20
th
 

century, the cottage was partly demolished in c.1929 or 1930.  Parts of the western wall 

survive in the Rocks Discovery Museum today.  The remains of Samson's cottage are now a 

feature of The Rocks Discovery Museum, and are distinguished by the white paint to the 

interior of the museum. 

                                                      

41
 Robertson and Hindmarsh P/L. Conservation Management Plan 75-75a George St, The Rocks. 2007 
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Figure 159 

No 1 Kendall Lane 1903 - extract of plan of Samson’s Cottage prior to demolition.  The plan shows that the fencing 

for the rear yard continued into the archway to Kendall Lane.  The archway had been partly blocked, probably as 

shown in Figure 160, below.  It is likely that the shops at 75 and 75 ½ George Street used this rear access way. 

(Source: State Library of NSW PXD 750). 

 

 

Figure 160 

Samson's Cottage prior to demolition c.1920.  (Source: 

Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority Historic Images 

Collection KL 03). 

 

Figure 161 

Kendall Lane 1970.  The western wall of Samson’s 

Cottage, its roof line and fireplaces can still be seen. 

(Source: Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority KL 04) 
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Figure 162 

The Rocks Discovery Museum 2010.  The western wall, evidence of the fireplaces and chimney of Samson's Cottage 

survive in the entrance to the Museum.  The windows on the new first floor copy those from the image taken just 

before it was demolished in c1920 (Figure 160).  (Source: Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority, Dataworks 582811). 
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5.4.5 Single Storey Shop at 79 George Street 

A single storey shop at the front of the block was constructed by 1853, its frontage set 

slightly back from the alignment of Unwin's Stores.  The shop was built of wood and brick 

with a shingle roof.  The two shop windows were separated by a central doorway and the 

windows protected by shutters.  The shop can be seen in images of George St taken during 

the 1850s to 1870s.   

 

Figure 163 

Section of Macarthur Panorama. George St in 1857. (Source: SHFA Historic Image Collection SCP 16). 

 

Figure 164 

Annotated detail of the above photograph of George St in 1857. (Source: Macarthur Album, State Library of NSW, 

from 2008 CMP pg 19). 
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From 1861 until 1880 the shop is occupied mainly by grocers and fruiterers who only stay a 

year or two.  In 1880 Henry Rice operates a butchery for around three years, followed by a 

cooper who only stays there a year or two.   

In April 1882 Martha Samson sold the shop and cottage to Alexander William Cormack and 

the shop was demolished later that year. 42  Martha also died in 1882, by then she was a 

relatively wealthy woman and set up a trust for the care of her daughter Mary as well as 

leaving bequests to many other family members.  Mary was disabled and needed care all 

her life and this is reflected in Martha’s will, she also set up legacies to the Deaf, Dumb and 

Blind Institution at Newtown, the Hospital for Sick Children at Glebe, and the home for 

Aborigines in the Colony.  A sum of £100 was left to the Trinity Church at Millers Point for 

the completion of the facade, work which has still not been carried out.43 

 

5.4.6 Construction of 75 – 75 ½ George Street 

Cormack immediately constructed another premises on the site – the extant 75 and 75 ½ 

George Street, completed in 1883.  Cormack's development included two shops with 

residences above, a typical pattern of development in the early boom years of the 1880s.  

Cormack is listed in Sands Directory as being in residence in 1884 with his occupation 

stated as ‘cooper’.  It is unlikely he ran his cooperage from the property as he only remained 

in residence for that year and his cooperage was in Hay St, Haymarket.  The building was 

likely to have been constructed as an investment as there is no company name on the 

facade.  

 

 

Figure 165 

Detail Percy Dove’s Plan 1880.  The subject site, highlighted, is marked as ‘Vacant’.  (Source: Sydney Harbour 

Foreshore Authority Historic Map collection HP 132). 

                                                      

42 Robertson and Hindmarsh P/L. Conservation Management Plan 75-75a George St, The Rocks. 2007 pg 22  

43 Martha Samson, NSW State Records, Probate- Will No 3/7315, 1882, 
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The new shops shops stood between two hotels, the Steam Packet Hotel, later renamed the 

Pacific Hotel, and the Peninsular & Orient Hotel.  

In 1889 the pair of shops was sold to Abraham Hoffnung.  Abraham was a very colourful 

character who had served as the King of Hawaii's representative and charge d’affairs at the 

court of St James44.  He worked in London, America, Canada and the South Pacific before 

coming to Australia.  Abraham obtained the mortgage for the shops from Sidney Hoffnung, 

his nephew.  Sidney’s father, Sigmond Hoffnung, established a business, Hoffnung & Co in 

Sydney in 1852 supplying a wide range of local and imported goods, everything from locally 

produced saddles and horse tack to imported jams and even billiard tables.  In addition to 

importing goods Sigmond Hoffnung also developed trade relations with Sydney’s Chinese 

Merchants including Way Kee.45   

Hoffnung & Co did not run their business from the shops, indicating that they were probably 

purchased as an investment.  In Sept 1889 the rate records list the shops as '3 storey shop 

with 9 rooms, brick walls and iron roof'.46  The Hoffnung business owned the properties until 

they were resumed by the State Government after the plague outbreak. 

The Sydney Harbour Trust, established in November 1900, became the landlord for the 

commercial and residential buildings in the resumed area.  In 1936 this function was 

transferred to the Maritime Services Board (MSB).47  After the resumptions the shops and 

residences were occupied by a range of businesses, these are detailed separately for each 

address below.  

 

5.4.7 75 George Street 

In 1885, when the address is split, the ground floor shop at 75 George St became a 

hairdressers that was run by several different proprietors until 1890.  After a few years 

occupied by hatters, outfitters and tailors the site is not listed between 1896 and 1898.  It is 

then used as refreshment rooms for a year before Mrs Margaret Manson operated a 

confectionery in the shop in 1900. 

In 1901 Mrs Manson opened a boarding house at 75 George St and she operated it until 

c.1910.  This may have been in the residence on the first and second floors as the ground 

floor shop was used for various purposes at the same time.  It is not know if the boarding 

house included Samson's cottage.  Mrs Manson shared the building with a bootmaker from 

1904, then Arthur Rashleigh took over the bootmakers in 1905.  He remains in residence 

until 1922 when Frank Harvey takes over the business.  Mrs Jane Frisby took over the 

                                                      

44
 Robertson and Hindmarsh P/L. Conservation Management Plan 75-75a George St, The Rocks. 2007 pg 25 

45
 Robertson and Hindmarsh P/L. Conservation Management Plan 75-75a George St, The Rocks. 2007 pg 25 

46
 Robertson and Hindmarsh P/L. Conservation Management Plan 75-75a George St, The Rocks. 2007 pg 27 

47
 Robertson and Hindmarsh P/L. Conservation Management Plan 75-75a George St, The Rocks. 2007 pg 35 
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boarding house in 1910 and remained until 193048. 

During the depression the premises were not continuously tenanted and those that were 

there only stayed a short period.  During 1937-38 the Maritime Services Board permitted the 

building to be used for jumble sales to raise money for a range of charities including the 

Deaf and Dumb Institute.  

After another range of short term tenancies the shop was being used as a Chinese Laundry 

from 1944 until 1947 when the ‘goodwill and fittings’ were sold to Henry James.  James 

continued to run the business until 1974 and lived above the shop.  Sometime between 

1952 and 1960 the timber awning over the footpath was removed.49 Documentary evidence 

indicates that the awning was reinstated to a design by the Sydney Cove Redevelopment 

Authority in 1985.50  

Since this time the premises has been used for a number of retail uses, including an 

Antiques Store c.1975, The Graphic Factory (Figure 21) c.1980-1997, followed by a 

currency exchange which was established in 199851.  After several years this tenant vacated 

and a general store operated in the building for a period of 12 months c.2010.  The premises 

is currently occupied by leather goods manufacturer and retailer Louis Cardini. 

 

5.4.8 75 ½ George St 

Joseph Landers, a bootmaker, is listed in Sands Directory as being in residence from 1885 

until c.1890.  Landers appears to have been working as a bootmaker in various addresses 

around Sydney from at least 1867 when he advertises for a machinist at his address of 447 

Kent St.  His business expanded and he was operating out of two addresses, 65 King St and 

232 Castlereagh St by January 1877 when he takes out an illustrated advertisement (Figure 

166).  

This expansion was not successful and he was bankrupt by August 1877, owing over £93 

with assets of only £12.  His insolvency was caused by “pressure from creditors, and illness” 

according to the insolvency notices in the newspaper Sydney Morning Herald 25 Sep 1884.   

In the Insolvent Estate of JOSEPH LANDERS, 

TO-MORROW, FRIDAY, at 10 o’clock. 

To Boot and Shoe Makers, Dealers, and others. 

On premises, No. 14, Brisbane-street. 

                                                      

48
 Robertson and Hindmarsh P/L. Conservation Management Plan 75-75a George St, The Rocks. 2007 pg 31 

49
 Robertson and Hindmarsh P/L. Conservation Management Plan 75-75a George St, The Rocks. 2007 pg 39 

50
 SCRA Drawings KL 2/24, 1985. 

51
 Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority Files RE1403.01.01 JPR Architects 98.30 SK.01 
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PEARSON’S SOLE-SEWING MACHINE 

CUTTING PRESS, PAIR ROLLERS 

CUTTING KNOVES, IRON and WOOD LASTS 

BLOCKING MACHINE, RUBBER-DOWN MACHINE and BENCH 

2 CUTTING BOARDS, SEWING MACHINES 

COUNTERS and FIXTURES, GLASS CASES and FITTINGS 

BOOTS, SIGNBOARDS, &c., &c. 

H.L DUNN and SON have received instructions from the Official Assignee to sell by 

auction, on the premises, 13, Brisbane-street, TO-MORROW, FRIDAY, at 10 

o’clock. The WHOLE of the FIRST-CLASS MACHINERY, WORKING PLANT, 

STOCK-IN-TRADE, FIXTURES and FITTINGS of a BOOT and SHOE MAKER, as 

DESCRIBED ABOVE. 

At some point after his bankruptcy he opens another bootmakers at the southern end of 

George St.  In 1884 he advertises from his address of 607 George St that his apprentice, 

John Evans, has absconded and anyone found harbouring him will be prosecuted.  Soon 

after Landers again relocates to Brisbane Street. 

1884 does not seem to be a good year for Landers, he is insolvent with liabilities of over 

£295 and assets of £41.  This time he is forced to sell off the tools of his trade. 

His financial problems continued and followed him to George St, he is back in insolvency 

court in 1889 and his wife, Annie, dies that year as well.  This bankruptcy dogs him for 

several years and finally discharged in 1891, the last year he is listed in George St in the 

Sands Directory.  

The building remains as a bootmakers under several different operators until 1900 when Mrs 

J Traineau opens a tobacconist, remaining there until c.1903.  

In 1906 the association of the site with the Chinese community began when Quan Lee 

opened up refreshment rooms, although the rooms ran for only a few years before the 

building started to be used as a dressmakers operated  by Mrs Fanny Bruce.  Mrs Bruce left 

in 1914 and by 1916 Hong On Jang was running a shipping provedore from the building.  It 

appears that he also ran a boarding house for Chinese migrants in the building.  His lease 

extended to Samson's Cottage at the rear of the site, and the boarding house may also have 

occupied the cottage.  Hong On Jang was also involved with the S.S. Courtney incident, 

when several stowaways were found to be holding letters, addressed to Hong on Jang, 

asking for assistance in sending them to their family members already resident in Australia.  

Hong on Jang remained at 75 ½ George Street until about 1925.   
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Archaeological excavations at the Samson's cottage site found extensive evidence for the 

Chinese occupation of Samson’s cottage, and oral histories recall Chinese men sitting and 

smoking in Kendall Lane52. 

From 1925 until c.1929 or 1930 Frank Plant, then Mrs D Vallis ran a fish shop from the No. 

75 ½ George St.  The MSB became the landlords in 1936 and records for the building use 

during the 1930s have not been located.  During the Second World War, from 1942, the 

Department of Social Services used the building as an emergency store.  It was still being 

used for that function in 1961, but there are no records for the intervening period. 

The Sydney Cove Redevelopment Authority was formed in 1970 and the Authority became 

the landlords of the entire Rocks area.  75 ½ George St became 'The Rocks Gallery', and it 

has been used by art, collectables and antique galleries, such as Christina’s Collectables 

since.  The last tenancy was an outlet for Percy Marks jewellery (1998-2011), a business 

claimed to be Australia’s oldest family-owned jewellers.  The building is currently being used 

by short term tenants (as at June 2012). 

 

 

Figure 166 

Advertisement taken out by Landers in the Illustrated 

Sydney News 9 Jan 1877 

 

                                                      

52
 Robertson and Hindmarsh P/L. Conservation Management Plan 75-75a George St, The Rocks. 2007 pg 32-34 
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PART 6 
ABOUT THIS CMP 
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6.2 Methodology and Structure 

The format of this CMP has been altered slightly from a standard CMP format to increase 

the ease of use of the document.  The table below compares the layout of this CMP with the 

process used to create the CMP. Previously CMPs have been presented in a sequence that 

followed the process rather than being presented for ease of use. 

Process for this CMP   Layout of this CMP (for ease of use) 

Section 1 Project set up and 

consultation. 

 
PART 1 EXECUTIVE 

SUMMARY 

Includes Summary 

Statement of 

Significance 

Section 2 Documentary 

Evidence 

 

 
PART 2 CONSERVATION 

POLICIES 

Includes Opportunities 

and Challenges & 

Recommendations 

Section 3 Physical Evidence 

 

 
PART 3 HERITAGE 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Includes Curtilage 

Analysis; Comparative 

Analysis and Analysis 

under NSW Heritage 

Act Criteria. 

Section 4 Heritage Significance 

 

 
PART 4 EVIDENCE 

Includes Analysis of 

Documentary & 

Physical Evidence. 

Consider use of 

annotated images for 

much of this section. 

Section 5 Opportunities & 

Constraints 

 
PART 5 ABOUT THIS CMP: 

Includes Outline of 

Brief, Authorship. 

Acknowledgements, 

Further Research 

required. References, 

Terms & Abbreviations 

Section 6 Conservation Policies 

 

 
PART 6 ILLUSTRATED 

HISTORY 
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Process for this CMP   Layout of this CMP (for ease of use) 

Section 7 Implementation 

 

 
PART 7 SIGNIFICANCE AND 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

BY ELEMENT 

 

6.3 Context of the Report 

This Conservation Management Plan is an update of a previous CMP prepared in 2007 by 

Robertson and Hindmarsh Pty Ltd Architects.  The 2007 report was itself an update of an 

earlier report prepared by the same consultant in 1998.  

 

6.4 Authorship & Acknowledgements 

This report was prepared by Kate Mountstephens of Kate Mountstephens 

Architecture+Heritage in conjunction with the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority.  The 

Authority's heritage staff contributed to Part 3, Heritage Significance, Part 4 Analysis of 

Evidence and wrote Part 5, Illustrated History.  The Authority also completed the gradings of 

significance drawings in Part 7.   

The extensive historic research completed by the authors of the previous conservation 

management plans for 75 and 75 ½ George Street, and by the Sydney Harbour Foreshore 

Authority, is acknowledged by the author of this report. 

Robertson and Hindmarsh documented the conservation works to 75 ½ George Street in 

1996 and much valuable information about the buildings prior to that date, and during the 

conservation works, was included in the firm's 2007 CMP.  This information has been 

included as much as possible in this updated document.  

 

6.5 Terminology & Abbreviations 

In order to achieve a consistency in approach and understanding of the meaning of 

conservation by all those involved a standardised terminology for conservation processes 

and related actions should be adopted.  The terminology in the Burra Charter is a suitable 

basis for this. Article 1 of the Burra Charter gives the following definitions53 - 

Place means site, area, land, landscape, building or other work, group of buildings or other 

works, and may include components, contents, spaces and views. 

Cultural significance means aesthetic, historic, scientific, social or spiritual value for past, 

present or future generations. 

                                                      

53
 Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter 1999, p. 2. 
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Cultural significance is embodied in the place itself, its fabric, setting, use, associations, 

meanings, records, related places and related objects. 

Places may have a range of values for different individuals or groups.  

Fabric means all the physical material of the place including components, fixtures, contents, 

and objects. 

Conservation means all the processes of looking after a place so to retain its cultural 

significance.   

Maintenance means the continuous protective care of the fabric and setting of a place, and 

is to be distinguished from repair.  Repair involves restoration or reconstruction. 

Preservation means maintaining the fabric of a place in its existing state and retarding 

deterioration. 

Restoration means returning the existing fabric of a place to a known earlier state by 

removing accretions or by reassembling existing components without the introduction of new 

material. 

Reconstruction means returning the place to a known earlier state and is distinguished 

from restoration by the introduction of new material into the fabric.  

Adaptation means modifying a place to suit the existing use or a proposed use. 

Use means the functions of a place, as well as the activities and practices that may occur at 

the place. 

Compatible use means a use which respects the cultural significance of a place.  Such a 

use involves no, or minimal, impact on cultural significance. 

Setting means the area around a place, which may include the visual catchment. 

Related place means a place that contributes to the cultural significance of another place. 
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7.1 Introduction to this Summary 

Part 7 of this Conservation Management Plan is intended to provide key heritage 

conservation information in one location.  It includes Gradings of Significance diagrams 

(plans and elevations) coloured to indicate the level of significance of the various elements 

and spaces of the buildings.  It also includes the Summary of Elements table, which has 

thumbnail photographs, brief background explanations, a grading of significance and an 

indication of the condition of each element. 

Elements that are of Exceptional, High or Moderate Significance are listed in the Summary 

of Elements table.   Elements that are of Little Significance are generally not listed 

individually in the table because policies relating to these elements are general in nature.  

These policies are included in Part 2, above, and under Little Significance and Neutral 

Items, below.   

 

7.2 Grading of Significance 

Grading of significance reflects the contribution that element makes to overall significance of 

75 – 75 ½ George Street, or the degree to which the significance of the buildings would be 

diminished if that element were removed or altered.   

The grading process examines a number of factors, including: 

 Original design quality, 

 Degree of intactness, 

 Relative age and authenticity (original, replaced), 

 Extent of subsequent alterations, 

 Association with important people or events, 

 Ability to demonstrate a rare quality, craft or construction process. 

Grading is provided as a tool to assist in developing appropriate conservation measures.  

Good conservation practice encourages the focussing on change or upgrading of historical 

buildings to those areas or components that make a lesser contribution to significance.  The 

areas or components that make a greater or defining contribution to significance should 

generally be left intact or changed with the greatest care and respect. 

The standard five-grade system has been applied to assess the individual contribution of 

each element to the overall significance of 75 – 75 ½ George Street.  This system is a 

planning tool, and assists in the development of a consistent approach to the treatment of 

different elements. The various grades of significance generate different requirements for 

retention and conservation of individual spaces and the various elements. The following 

grades of significance have been defined: 

Exceptional Significance 

This grading includes fabric, elements and spaces that make the greatest direct contribution 
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to the significance of 75 – 75 ½ George Street.  This grading particularly refers to rare or 

outstanding original fabric, spaces of particular historic and aesthetic value and unaltered 

original elements and features.  Spaces graded as being of Exceptional Significance are the 

most intact spaces within the two buildings.  

Elements and spaces identified as being of Exceptional Significance should be retained and 

their fabric conserved in situ.  Any work that affects the fabric of these elements should be 

confined to preservation, restoration and reconstruction as defined by The Burra Charter. 

High Significance 

This grading includes fabric, elements and spaces that make a very important contribution to 

the significance of 75 – 75 ½ George Street, even if they are not in good condition or have 

been subject to relatively minor alterations.  This grading includes much of the extant fabric 

from the early phases of construction as well as relatively intact spaces that, generally, are 

being used for their original functions.   

Elements and spaces identified as being of High Significance should be retained and their 

fabric conserved in situ, but minor intervention into fabric, including adaptation and alteration 

as defined by The Burra Charter, is permissible, provided that the level of significance of 

each element or space is retained.  Any intervention to fabric or spaces of High Significance 

should not remove or obscure significant fabric, and preference should be given to changes 

that are reversible.  

Moderate Significance 

This grading includes fabric, elements and spaces that contribute to the significance of 75 – 

75 ½ George Street, even if they are not in good condition or have been subject to 

alteration. It includes elements and spaces that have been altered more substantially than 

have those of High Significance.  It also includes elements that have been created as part of 

a generally sympathetic alteration or reconstruction of a part of the buildings.  This grading 

includes extant fabric from the early phases of construction as well as reconstructed early or 

original elements that make an important contribution to the significance of the buildings.   

Elements and spaces identified as being of Moderate Significance should generally be 

retained and conserved in situ but intervention into fabric, including adaptation and alteration 

as defined by The Burra Charter, is permissible, provided that the level of significance of 

each element or space is retained.  Any intervention to fabric or spaces of Moderate 

Significance should not remove or obscure significant fabric, and preference should be given 

to changes that are reversible. 

Little Significance & Neutral Items 

This grading includes fabric, elements and spaces that were originally of higher significance, 

but have been compromised by later, less significant modifications. 

It also includes the fabric and spaces of alterations and additions where these components 

are generally of little or neutral impact on the complex’s significance. 
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Elements that have been assessed as being of Little Significance or of neutral value are not 

regarded as essential to the major aspects of significance of 75 – 75 ½ George Street.  Both 

retention and removal are acceptable options, depending on the element.  Interventions to 

75 – 75 ½ George Street should generally be confined to areas where the fabric is of Little 

Significance. 

Intrusive 

This grading includes fabric that adversely affects the significance of 75 – 75 ½ George 

Street.  Removal of elements of this category would directly increase the overall heritage 

value of the item.  

Elements identified as intrusive can reduce or obscure the overall significance of the place, 

despite their functional role or role as illustrators of the site’s progressive development.  The 

preferred option is for their removal, conversion to a more compatible form, or replacement 

in a way that helps to retain the overall significance of the item. These works should be done 

without damage to adjacent fabric of significance. These items need not, however, be 

addressed immediately. 
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7.4 Grading of Significance Plans 
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7.10 Condition Rating 

The Summary of Elements table includes an indication of the condition of the various 

significant elements of the buildings.  This is provided to assist in making policies and 

strategies concerning on-going conservation works, but it is not a full condition survey, nor is 

it intended as a schedule of work.   

The condition of each element has been rated as either excellent, good, fair, poor or very 

poor as follows: 

CONDITION RATING DESCRIPTION 

Excellent Element has no defects.  Condition and appearance are as 

new. 

Good Element exhibits superficial wear and tear, minor defects, 

minor signs of deterioration to surface finishes, but does not 

require major catch-up maintenance.  No major defects 

exist. 

Fair Element is in average condition.  Deteriorated surfaces 

require attention.  Services are functional but require 

attention.  Deferred maintenance work exists. Attention to 

condition is required within the next 5 years. 

Poor Element has deteriorated badly.  Serious structural 

problems exist.  General appearance is poor with eroded 

protective coatings.  Elements are defective, services are 

frequently failing, and/or a significant number of major 

defects exist. Attention to condition is required within the 

next 2 years. 

Very Poor Element has failed.  It is not operational and is unfit for 

occupancy or normal use. Urgent attention is required. 

 

7.11 Summary of Elements & their Significance 
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Summary of Elements 

Element Background Significance Condition Recommendations 

7.12 The Heritage Item Generally 

 

Figure 167  

The George Street elevation of 75 (on right) and 75 ½ George Street 

 

75 – 75 ½ George Street is a pair of buildings constructed in 

1883.  The buildings originally contained shops at ground floor 

level and residences above.  The ground floor shops still used 

have a retail function today and the upper floors are used in 

conjunction with the shops at ground floor level.  

Parts 4 and 5 of this CMP provide an analysis of the 

development of the pair of buildings and provide an illustrated 

history of the site.  Part 3 provides further information on the 

cultural significance of the buildings. 

 

Exceptional 

 

Good 

 

75 – 75 ½ George Street should be 

retained and conserved in accordance 

with the policies contained in Part 2 of this 

CMP. 

   

7.13 The Setting 

 

Figure 168  

The George Street streetscape looking south.  75 and 75 ½ George Street 

sit in the centre of the image. 

 

75 – 75 ½ George Street belongs to a larger historic 

streetscape group that generally comprises Victorian era and 

early 20
th
 Century premises but also contains a recent building 

completed in 1992.  The site is visible along George Street 

between its intersection with Argyle Street, in the south, and 

just north of its intersection with Mill Lane, to the north.  

Historically, views towards the site were possible from Circular 

Quay East, but these have now been obscured by the Sailors 

Home and the row of trees to the west of Cadman's Cottage. 

The listed curtilage of 75 – 75 ½ George Street, Lot 2 of DP 

790998, is indicated by the red lines in Figure 9.  The site also 

has wider visual curtilage that incorporates views of the 

buildings from along George Street, from The Rocks Square 

development and though the landscaped pedestrian precinct to 

the rear of the buildings.   

Refer to Section 4.4 Curtilage and Setting 

 

Exceptional 

 

Good 

 

The setting of 75 – 75 ½ George Street 

should be preserved.   

 

The significant and important views of 75 

– 75 ½ George Street, as indicated by the 

arrows in Figure 9, should be preserved. 
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7.14 Archaeological Potential 

 

 

The historical development of the site indicates European 

occupation since 1788 when this site was within the ground of 

the first hospital established shortly after initial settlement until 

1800 when the site was alienated from the hospital grounds.  

Wells were depicted on or close to the subject site in a plan of 

1788, they may still exist in the archaeological record.  The 

plans, maps, drawings and other records of the site later in the 

19
th

 century indicate that the land was being used, possibly by 

the Gaudry residence and then the Garling residence as a 

garden.   

The shop constructed on the site in 1853 could have also left a 

trace in the archaeological record as there is demolition rubble 

in the sandy deposits of the existing basements.  Shell mortar 

is evident in the fireplaces in the basement and this usually 

indicates a construction date of pre-1850s, which is earlier than 

the existing building at 75 – 75 ½ George Street.   

There is an archaeological resource on site. 

Refer to Section 4.5, Archaeological Potential. 

 

 

Exceptional 

 

Unknown 

 

Refer to the policies in Section 2.9, 

Archaeology, of this document.   

 

7.15 Landscape Elements Generally 

 

Figure 169 

The brick wall between 75 George 

Street and 73 George Street. 

 

Figure 170 

The stone wall between 75 ½ George 

Street and Unwin's Stores at 77 George 

Street. 

 

The area directly to the west of 75 – 75 ½ George Street was 

incorporated into a public pedestrian precinct created in the 

late 1970s.  The precinct incorporates walls and other 

archaeology that are remnants of previous structures on the 

sites extending from 73 George Street, in the north, to 85 

George Street, to the south.  

Evidence of the former WC structures to the rear of 75 and 75 

½ George Street remains on the western wall of the buildings 

and it contributes to the landscape character of the pedestrian 

precinct and also allows for interpretation of the previous form 

of the buildings.  

 

Moderate 

 

Good 

 

 

No further early walls or other archaeology 

should be removed from this landscaped 

area.   

The evidence of the former WCs on the 

western wall of 75 and 75 ½ George Street 

should be retained in any landscape works 

to this area.   

The rear wall of 75 and 75 ½ George Street 

should not be painted. 
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7.16 Trees 

 

Figure 171 

The trees directly behind the western 

elevation of 75 and 75 ½ George 

Street contribute to the character of 

the public space behind the 

buildings. 

 

The date of planting of the trees that sit directly behind (to the 

west of) 75 – 75 ½ George Street is unknown but is certainly 

post the late 1970s when the pedestrian precinct behind the 

site was created and the WCs at the rear of the buildings were 

demolished.  The trees are not of heritage significance but 

contribute to the character of the pedestrian precinct. 

 

Little 

 

Good 

 

Although the trees are not of heritage 

significance, they contribute to the 

landscaped setting of the pedestrian 

precinct behind 75 – 75 ½ George Street.  

They may be removed if required. 

7.17 Security Grilles 

 

Figure 172 

Modern steel grilles separate 

the rear passageways of 75  

and 75 ½ George Street from 

the public area behind. 

Steel grilles to the western ends of the breezeways to the north 

of 75 George Street and south of 75 ½ George Street were 

installed to separate the public domain from the tenanted areas 

of the buildings.   

Grilles have also been fixed to the reveals of the ground and 

first floor windows and doors to the buildings. 

The grilles are all of relatively recent date. 

Intrusive Good The grilles are not of heritage significance 

and may be removed if required.  Views 

through to the rear of 75 and 75 ½ 

George Street from the public domain are 

not historic views but they allow for 

interpretation of the form of the buildings.  

They should be retained if the existing 

grilles are replaced with any other security 

structures. 
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7.18 External Lighting 

 

Figure 173 

A simple glass light fittings has been 

fixed above each shop entrance. 

 

Figure 174 

A simple metal bracket sits above the 

rear door to 75 George Street.  The 

exposed conduit is typical of the 

buildings' electrical installation.  

 

Figure 175 

Another simple fitting fixed to the 

underside of the buildings' awning on 

George Street.  

 

Small glass shades have been fixed above the ground floor 

George Street entrances to the shops.  These fittings are not 

original to the buildings, which had gas light fittings internally.  

There is no evidence of any external gas light fittings to the 

buildings. 

 

 

 

 

At the rear of the buildings, above the external doors to G.02 

and G.06, lights with metal shades been fitted.  Wiring has been 

run to these lights in exposed steel conduits.  The fittings and 

conduits are not original to the buildings. 

 

 

 

 

 

A small fitting with a metal shade sits under the awning to the 

George Street footpath.  Neither the awning nor the light fitting 

are original. 

 

Little 

 

Good 

 

The existing electrical light fittings to the 

buildings are not original and may be 

replaced if necessary.  Any conduits for 

new external lights should not be chased 

into the render or the external walls but 

should be run in exposed conduit or 

concealed within building cavities as long 

as this does not impact on heritage 

significance. 

Any new lighting proposals for the exterior 

of the building should be designed in 

accordance with relevant Sydney Harbour 

Foreshore Authority lighting policies. 
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7.19 External Signage 

 

Figure 176 

Both shops have painted street 

numbers above their entrance doors. 

 

Figure 177 

This painted timber sign to 75 

George Street is recent but is 

appropriate to the  character of the 

building. 

 

Historic photographs of the building do not show any painted 

signage to the masonry external walls but images dating from 1975 

and later do show some signage to the section of the façade directly 

above the timber framed shopfronts (see Figures 15 , 19 and 21).  

The image from 1952/53 (Figure 11), however, does show painted 

signage to the glazed shopfront window of 75 George Street and 

this type of signage has been used at various times since then (see 

Figure 9). 

Painted street numbers still exist to the glazed sashes above the 

shop entry doors of 75 and 75 ½ George Street.  These numbers 

are likely to date from the late 1990s conservation works to the 

buildings.  

The shops are identified by painted timber signs that hang under the 

streetfront awning.  Although not of heritage significance, this type 

of signage is appropriate to the building. 

 

Moderate 

 

Good 

 

Painted signage may be applied to the 

shopfront windows if required. 

Retain the painted street numbers to the 

fanlights above the shop entry doors on the 

George Street façade. 

Any new shop identification signage should be 

painted onto the existing suspended timber 

panels that hang under the awning. 

 

7.20 Roof Cladding 

 

Figure 178 

The skillion roof of 75-75 ½ is clad in 

corrugated steel.  The flashings to 

the parapets and around the 

chimneys are lead. 

 

The cladding to the skillion roof of 75 – 75 ½ George Street is a 

modern replacement of the original cladding.  It is Colorbond 

steel and was fixed prior to the 1996 conservation works to 75 

½ George Street.  The current cladding material is not 

significant as it is not original but the type of cladding is 

appropriate as it is similar to the original cladding material. 

 

High 

 

Good 

 

Retain and conserve the roof cladding in 

accordance with the strategy outlined for 

elements of High Significance (see 7.2, 

above) and the policies in Part 2 of this 

document.   

If new roof cladding is required, it should 

be of corrugated steel in a colour and 

profile ('Custom Orb') to match the 

existing. 
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7.21 Roof Plumbing 

 

Figure 179 

Both 75 and 75 ½ George Street  have 

copper ogee gutters, downpipes  and 

vents that were replaced during the 

1990s works.  This rainwater head sits 

at the junction of the two buildings on 

the western elevation. 

 

Figure 180 

Copper ogee gutter and vent to the 

northern elevation of 75 George Street. 

 

The flashings, gutters and downpipes were not inspected 

closely during the preparation of this CMP.   

Flashings to the roof were replaced during the 1996 

conservation works and the gutters, downpipes and vents were 

replaced in copper at the same time.   

The current roof plumbing materials are not significant as they 

are not original, but the types, profiles and detailing of the roof 

elements are appropriate.  

 

Moderate 

 

Good 

 

Retain and conserve roof plumbing 

elements.  If new roof plumbing elements 

are required, they should match the 

existing in material, colour and detail. 
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7.22 Chimneys 

 

Figure 181 

Terracotta chimney pots to the rear 

chimney between 75 and 75
1/2

 George 

Street. 

 

Figure 182 

Two of the buildings' original three 

chimneys retain their terracotta chimney 

pots.  The third has been capped with 

lead sheet. 

 

Figure 183 

The brick chimneys that sit between 75 ½ 

George Street and Unwin's Stores, 

directly to the south, 2012. 

 

The chimneys to the centre and northern side of the building 

are rendered and painted.  Some of the chimneys were 

reconstructed during the late 1990s conservation works.  On 

the southern boundary, the face brick chimneys are shared 

with No. 77 George Street, part of Unwin's stores, and date 

from the construction of that building c.1845. 

 

 

 

 

 

Exceptional 

 

Good 

 

Retain and conserve the chimneys in 

accordance with the strategy outlined for 

elements of Exceptional Significance (see 

7.2 above) and the policies in Part 2 of 

this document. 
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7.23 Shopfronts 

 

Figure 184 

Shopfronts, 75 and 75 ½ George 

Street, 2012. 

 

Figure 185 

Shopfronts,  75 ½ George 

Street, showing reconstructed 

triangular trefoil panels above 

the glazing, 2012. 

 

The shopfronts to No. 75 and 75 ½ George Street are mostly 

intact original fabric.  The fanlights above the shop entry doors 

were originally operable but were replaced at some stage with 

fixed fanlights. 

 

The trefoil details at the top of the shopfront window to 75 ½ 

George Street were removed and replaced with glass at some 

stage prior to 1975 (see Figure 34).  The trefoil detail was 

reconstructed to match that at 75 George Street during the late 

1990s conservation works. 

 

Exceptional 

 

Good 

 

Retain and conserve the shopfronts in 

accordance with the strategy outlined for 

elements of Exceptional Significance (see 

7.2 above) and the policies in Part 2 of 

this document. 

Operable fanlights above the front doors 

to the shops could be reinstated if 

desired. 
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7.24 Parapets 

 

Figure 186 

The buildings have painted parapet 

walls to their eastern elevations, and 

75 George Street also has a parapet 

wall to its northern elevation.  

The building has original parapet walls to the eastern and 

northern sides of its roof.  The parapets are rendered and 

painted. 

Exceptional Good Retain and conserve the parapets in 

accordance with the strategy outlined for 

elements of Exceptional Significance (see 

7.2 above) and the policies in Part 2 of 

this document. 

7.25 Roof Structure 

 

Figure 187 

The skillion roof form of 75-75 ½ 

George Street falls from a parapet at 

the front to a gutter at the rear. 

 

The skillion roof form of the buildings is original.  The structure 

was not inspected during the preparation of this CMP.  Any 

original timber roof structure is of Exceptional Significance. 

 

Exceptional 

 

Roof structure was 

not inspected at 

the time of writing 

this CMP.   

 

Retain and conserve the roof structure in 

accordance with the strategy outlined for 

elements of Exceptional Significance (see 

7.2 above) and the policies in Part 2 of 

this document. 

7.26 Streetfront Awning 

 

Figure 188 

Awning to the George Street footpath, 

75 and 75 ½ George Street, 2012. 

 

The awning to the George Street footpath in front of 75 and 75 

½ George Street was built in 1985.  While it is similar in form to 

the original or early awning visible in historic photographs (see 

Figures 10 and 11) it is not an accurate reconstruction.  In 

particular, the current awning has cast iron columns, while the 

original had timber posts. 

 

Little  

 

Good 

 

Retain and conserve the awning in 

accordance with the strategy outlined for 

elements of Exceptional Significance (see 

7.2 above) and the policies in Part 2 of 

this document. 

The awning could be replaced with a 

more accurate reconstruction if desired, or 

if further documentary or physical 

evidence about the original awning was 

found or revealed. 
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7.27 Exterior Walls Generally 

 

Figure 189 

Rendered and painted external wall 

to the George Street elevation. 

 

Figure 190 

The masonry sections of the George 

Street elevation are also painted 

render. 

 

Figure 191 

The rear elevations of the building 

are of face brickwork. 

 

Figure 192 

At ground floor level, the face 

brickwork is painted, as shown 

in this image of the breezeway 

on the northern side of No. 75. 

 

The external wall of the George Street façade of the buildings 

is rendered and painted masonry.   

 

 

 

The rear elevations of the building are face brick that appears 

to have been painted originally (or painted early in the life of 

the buildings) in a rusty brown colour. 

 

Exceptional 

 

Good 

 

Previously unpainted walls should be left 

unpainted. 

The evidence of the former external WCs 

(visible on the western elevation of the 

building) should not be removed. 

Retain and conserve the external walls in 

accordance with the strategy outlined for 

elements of Exceptional Significance (see 

7.2 above) and the policies in Part 2 of 

this document. 
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7.28 Windows 

 

Figure 193 

Second floor windows to George 

Street elevation (window to 75
1/2

 

George Street, on left, is missing 

and is blocked with a ply sheet). 

 

Figure 194 

First floor windows to George Street 

elevation. 

 

Figure 195 

Rear window to the northern elevation of 

75 George Street.  

 

Figure 196 

The sashes, frames, sill and 

architraves of most of the windows 

are original (space 1.01, 75 ½ 

George Street). 

 

All of the windows to the buildings are timber, with double-hung 

sashes, with the exception of the two casement windows to the 

stairs at first floor level.  Physical evidence suggests that the 

casement windows are later alterations to the buildings. Refer 

to Section 4.6. 

On the George Street elevation, the sashes have single glass 

panes while on the rear elevations each sash is divided into 

two panes by a vertical muntin. 

The second floor window of 75 ½ George Street, on the 

George Street façade, is missing and is currently blocked with 

a painted plywood sheet. 

 

Exceptional 

 

Good 

 

The missing second floor window to 75 ½ 

George Street should be replaced with a 

window to match the remaining intact 

window in the corresponding position in 

75 George Street. 

Retain and conserve the windows in 

accordance with the strategy outlined for 

elements of Exceptional Significance (see 

7.2 above) and the policies in Part 2 of 

this document. 
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7.29 Exterior Doors 

 

Figure 197 

Front door, 75 ½ George Street, 2012. 

 

Figure 198 

Glazed external door, space G.06, 75 

George Street, 2012. 

 

Figure 199 

Glazed external double doors, space 

G.02, 75 ½ George Street, 2012. 

 

With the exception of the doors leading to the rear breezeways 

from spaces G.02 (75 ½ George Street) and G.06 (75 George 

Street), the external doors to the building are of Exceptional 

Significance. 

The front doors to both shops appear to be original but the 

glazed upper panels are possibly later alterations. 

 

Exceptional 

 

Good 

 

Retain and conserve the windows in 

accordance with the strategy outlined for 

elements of Exceptional and High 

Significance (see 7.2 above) and the 

policies in Part 2 of this document. 
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7.30 Ceilings 

 

Figure 200 

Beaded timber lining board ceiling, 

space G08, 75 George Street, 2012. 

 

Figure 201 

Beaded timber lining board ceiling, 

space G05, 75 George Street, 2012. 

 

The buildings contain beaded timber board ceilings to spaces 

G.01, G.02, G.04, G.05, G.08 and 2.05.  They have been 

patched in some areas but are generally original.  

 

 

Exceptional 

 

 

Good 

 

 

Retain and conserve beaded timber board 

ceilings in accordance with the strategy 

outlined for elements of Exceptional 

Significance (see 7.2 above) and the 

policies in Part 2 of this document. 

 

 

Figure 202 

Plaster ceiling with original ceiling 

rose, space G06, 75 George 

Street, 2012. 

 

Figure 203 

Set plaster ceiling with 

moulded plaster cornices and 

original ceiling rose, space 

1.06, 75 George Street, 2012. 

Other rooms in the building have plaster ceilings, some of 

which are lath and plaster ceilings that were conserved during 

the conservation works to the buildings in the late 1990s.  

Original lath and plaster ceilings that are known to have been 

conserved at this time are in spaces 1.01 (first floor, 75 ½ 

George Street), 1.06 (first floor, 75 George Street) and 1.02, 

first floor 75 ½ George Street.  The 2007 CMP suggests that 

the lath and plaster ceiling to space 2.10 (second floor, 75 ½ 

George Street) is in situ above a later sheet ceiling lining. 

Exceptional 

 

Good 

 

 

Retain and conserve original lath and 

plaster ceilings in accordance with the 

strategy outlined for elements of 

Exceptional Significance (see 7.2 above) 

and the policies in Part 2 of this 

document. 
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7.31 Cornices 

 

Figure 204 

Moulded plaster cornice, space 1.01, 

75 ½ George Street, 2012. 

 

The moulded plaster cornices to spaces 1.01 (first floor 75 ½ 

George Street) and 1.06 (first floor 75 George Street) are 

original.  The cornice to 1.01 was conserved during the 1996 

conservation works. 

 

 

 

Exceptional 

 

 

 

 

Good 

 

 

 

Retain and conserve original moulded 

plaster cornices in accordance with the 

strategy outlined for elements of 

Exceptional Significance (see 7.2 above) 

and the policies in Part 2 of this 

document. 

 

Figure 205 

Square set plaster cornice, space 1.10, 

75 George Street, 2012. 

The upper rooms of the buildings generally have square set 

cornices. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exceptional 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Retain and conserve original square set 

cornices in accordance with the strategy 

outlined for elements of Exceptional 

Significance (see 7.2 above) and the 

policies in Part 2 of this document. 

 

Figure 206 

Timber scotia cornice, space 2.05, 

75 ½ George Street, 2012. 

The buildings' timber boarded ceilings have small timber 

cornices, generally of scotia profile.  These are generally 

original although some sections are likely to have been 

patched at a later date. 

 

 

 

 

Exceptional 

 

 

 

Good 

 

 

Retain and conserve original timber 

cornices in accordance with the strategy 

outlined for elements of Exceptional 

Significance (see 7.2 above) and the 

policies in Part 2 of this document. 
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7.32 Interior Masonry Walls 

 

Figure 207 

Space G.01, 75 ½ George Street, 2012. 

 

Figure 208 

Space G.05, 75 George Street, 2012.           

 

The paint to the ground floor walls of 75 ½ George Street had 

been removed prior to the conservation works in 1996 (see 

Figure 58) and this process had damaged the surface of the 

brickwork.  Similarly, paint had been removed within the arches 

of the walls of the ground floor of 75 George Street (see Figure 

51). 

During the late 1990s conservation works, skim coats of plaster 

were applied to these walls so that the texture of the bricks 

below could still be read.  

 

Exceptional 

 

Fair 

 

Retain and conserve these walls and their 

plaster surface treatment in accordance 

with the strategy outlined for elements of 

Exceptional Significance (see 7.2 above) 

and the policies in Part 2 of this 

document. 

The plaster finish to the walls should not 

be removed. 

 

Figure 209 

Space G.04, 75 ½ George Street, 2012.     

The brick walls to G.04 and G.08, the rear rooms of the ground 

floor (originally kitchens), originally had a painted finish and 

were not plastered.  A section of the original paint scheme is 

exposed on the eastern wall of space G.04, in 75 ½ George 

Street. 

Exceptional Good Retain and conserve the brick walls and 

their painted finishes in accordance with 

the strategy outlined for elements of 

Exceptional Significance (see 7.2 above) 

and the policies in Part 2 of this 

document. 

The interpretation panel of the original 

paint scheme should be retained and 

conserved and not painted over.  The 

tape that has been adhered to the surface 

should be removed. 

 

Figure 210 

Space 1.06, 75 George Street, 2012.   

The upper internal walls of the buildings are finished in set 

plaster.  Some areas of the plaster finish was conserved during 

the late 1990s conservation works to the buildings. 

Exceptional Good Retain and conserve the brick walls and 

their plaster in accordance with the 

strategy outlined for elements of 

Exceptional Significance (see 7.2 above) 

and the policies in Part 2 of this 

document. 
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7.33 Interior Lightweight Walls 

 

Figure 211 

Lath and plaster wall (on left) 

in space 1.08, 75 George 

Street, 2012.   

 

The timber framed, lath and plaster walls that divide the 

hallways from the adjacent rooms on the first and second floors 

of the buildings are original (that to the second floor of 75 ½ 

George Street is missing) .   

 

Exceptional 

 

Good 

 

Retain and conserve the timber-framed 

lath and plaster walls in accordance with 

the strategy outlined for elements of 

Exceptional Significance (see 7.2 above) 

and the policies in Part 2 of this 

document. 

 

7.34 Architraves 

 

Figure 212 

Original timber architraves, 

space G.08, 75 George 

Street, 2012. 

 

The original architraves to the buildings are moulded timber in 

a style typical of the buildings' construction period.  The 

architraves are the same size throughout the buildings.  In 

some areas, the architraves have been patched or 

reconstructed to match the original detail.  The original sections 

of architrave are of Exceptional Significance. 

 

Exceptional 

 

Good 

 

Retain and conserve the moulded timber 

architraves in accordance with the 

strategy outlined for elements of 

Exceptional Significance (see 7.2 above) 

and the policies in Part 2 of this 

document. 

 

7.35 Skirtings 

 

Figure 213 

Moulded timber skirtings are typical 

throughout the buildings.  This section 

of skirting is in space 1.01, 75 ½ 

George Street. 

 

The original skirtings to the buildings are moulded timber in a 

style typical of the buildings' construction period.  The skirtings 

are the same size throughout the buildings.  In some areas, the 

skirtings have been patched or reconstructed to match the 

original detail.  The original sections of skirting are of 

Exceptional Significance. 

 

Exceptional 

 

Good 

 

Retain and conserve the moulded timber 

skirtings in accordance with the strategy 

outlined for elements of Exceptional 

Significance (see 7.2 above) and the 

policies in Part 2 of this document. 
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7.36 Internal Doors 

 

Figure 214 

Four-panelled timber doors are 

typical throughout the buildings.  

This door is in space 2.06, 75 

George Street. 

 

The original four panelled doors to the buildings are of a style 

typical of the buildings' construction period.  Some retain their 

original hardware (refer to 7.36 below).  Some doors have 

been replaced to match the detail of the original doors.  The 

original doors are of Exceptional Significance. 

 

 

 

 

Exceptional 

 

Good 

 

Retain and conserve the four panelled 

doors in accordance with the strategy 

outlined for elements of Exceptional 

Significance (see 7.2 above) and the 

policies in Part 2 of this document. 

 

 

Figure 215 

Original timber door to the 

space below the stairs in 75 

George Street (viewed from 

space G.07). 

 

This door appears to be a later addition to the opening. 

 

 

 

 

Little 

 

Good 

 

This door may be replaced if required. 
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7.37 Floors 

 

Figure 216 

G.05, 75 George Street, 2012. 

 

Figure 217 

1.06, 75 George Street, 2012. 

 

Figure 218 

Linoleum floor finish, space 1.07, 75 

George Street, 2012. 

 

Figure 219 

G.01, 75 ½ George Street, 2012. 

 

Figure 220 

2.01, 75 ½ George Street, 2012. 

 

Many of the buildings' original timber floors remain in situ.  Some 

contain patched areas that provide evidence of the former 

locations of walls and other information about the history of the 

buildings. 

Photographs in the 2007 CMP for the site show that some of the 

upper floors to the buildings were carpeted before conservation 

works were undertaken in the late 1990s.  Some rooms (1.10 

and 1.07 in 75 George Street) retain their historic linoleum floor 

finish.  Room 1.10 retains lead sheeting under the linoleum.  The 

lead sheeting was laid when the room was converted to a 

bathroom and was intended to provide waterproofing to the floor. 

 

Exceptional or 

high, depending 

on location. 

 

Good   

 

Retain and conserve the buildings' timber 

floors in accordance with the strategy 

outlined for elements of Exceptional and 

High Significance (see 7.2 above) and the 

policies in Part 2 of this document. 

 

The non-matching patches to the timber 

floors of the buildings should be retained. 

The lead sheeting and linoleum finishes to 

space 1.10 should be retained if any 

changes are made to this room.  They 

should be retained under any new floor 

finish.  
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7.38 Floor Structure 

 

Figure 221 

Basement, 75 George Street, 2012. 

 

 

In general, the floor structures of the buildings could not be 

inspected during the preparation of this CMP, however it is likely 

that much of the original floor structure to each of the buildings 

remains intact.  Original floor structure is of Exceptional 

Significance. 

The floor structure of the shops is visible in the basements to 

both buildings.  The floor structure of both shop spaces is largely 

original and that to 75 George Street retains substantial traces of 

its original whitewash finish. 

 

Exceptional 

 

 

Most structure 

could not be 

inspected at the 

time of writing this 

CMP.  Floor 

structure of shops:  

Good. 

 

Retain and conserve the buildings' timber 

floor structure in accordance with the 

strategy outlined for elements of 

Exceptional Significance (see 7.2 above) 

and the policies in Part 2 of this 

document. 

 

7.39 Foundations 

 

 

Figure 222 

Basement, 75 ½ George Street, 2012. 

The foundation walls of the front portion of the building are 

visible at basement level.  The walls are brick with a whitewash 

finish.   

Exceptional Fair to Good Retain and conserve the buildings' brick 

foundation walls in accordance with the 

strategy outlined for elements of 

Exceptional Significance (see 7.2 above) 

and the policies in Part 2 of this 

document. 
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7.40 Historic Services 

 

Figure 223 

Original gas light bracket, former 

kitchen, G.04, 75 ½ George Street, 

2012. 

 

Figure 224 

Early timber rose and surface mounted 

conduit, space 1.06, 2012. 

 

Figure 225 

Original ceilng rose, which would 

have been fitted with a gas light 

fitting, space 1.02, 75 1/1 George 

Street, 2012.  

 

Figure 226 

Another original ceilng rose, in space 

1.07, 75 George Street, 2012. The 

later surface mounted conduit can 

also be seen. 

 

Both 75 and 75 ½ George Street retain elements of their 

original gas lighting systems.  These elements are wall 

brackets from former gas fittings (as shown in Figure 229) as 

well as vented ceiling roses (as shown in Figures 231 and 

232).  Both buildings retain some ceiling roses but wall 

brackets are now only found in No. 75 ½ George Street. 

 

Electricity was provided to the buildings at a later date, 

probably during the early years of the Twentieth Century.  

Some elements of the early electrical fitout also remain in 75 

and 75 ½ George Street.  These include surface mounted 

conduits and circular timber wall plates (as shown in Figure 

230). 

 

 

 

Exceptional 

 

Fair 

 

Retain and conserve the buildings' 

original and early gas and electrical 

services installations and fittings in 

accordance with the strategy outlined for 

elements of Exceptional Significance (see 

7.2 above) and the policies in Part 2 of 

this document. 
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7.41 New Services 

 

Figure 227 

Light switch, hallway 2.08, 75 George 

Street.  The timber block and switch 

appear to date from the 1998 

conservation works.  The wiring to the 

switch may have been concealed in the 

wall (which is lath and plaster) at that 

stage, or it may have been concealed at 

an earlier date. 

 

Figure 228 

Wiring to this light switch, in space 2.10 

in 75 George Street, is run inside a steel 

conduit.  The conduit feeding the wiring 

to the glass pendant fitting is also visible. 

Some of the conduit may be original, but 

the light fitting and wiring date from the 

1998 conservation works.  

 

Figure 229 

Pull switch, space 2.02, 

second floor 75 ½ George 

Street. 

Later lighting installations to the buildings followed the 

approach taken with the original electrical lighting installation 

(see 7.34, above).  Exposed steel conduits and timber wall 

plates were used in the electrical installations carried out 

during conservation works in 1996 (to 75 ½ George Street) and 

1998 (to 75 George Street).   

 

On the first and second floors of 75 George Street, simple 

glass light fittings were hung from timber roses on the ceiling, 

and wiring was run to them in surface mounted steel conduits.  

Some of these conduits are likely to date from the original 

electrical installation.  The wiring supporting the pendants 

themselves is the traditional cloth covered type and was 

sourced during the conservation works. 

 

On the upper floors of 75 ½ George Street, the centrally 

located ceiling fittings are generally simple battens, rather than 

pendants, and they are fixed either directly to the ceiling or to 

original plaster ceiling roses. 

 

In 75 George Street, the light switches are generally mounted 

on timber blocks on the wall (see Figure 233), but there are 

some ceiling mounted pull switches.  In 75 ½ George Street, 

light switches are mainly ceiling mounted pull switches (see 

Figure 235). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moderate Good Retain and conserve the buildings' new 

services in accordance with the strategy 

outlined for elements of Moderate 

Significance (see 7.2 above) and the 

policies in Part 2 of this document. 

 

The buildings may be provided with new 

services installations and systems if 

required, but these must be designed to 

minimise impact on significant spaces and 

building fabric.   
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Figure 230 

Power and data points, space 1.01, 

first floor 75 ½ George Street, 2012. 

 

Figure 231 

Space 2.06, second floor, 75 George 

Street, power and data points, 2012. 

 

Figure 232 

Power and data points, space 2.05, 

75 ½ George Street, 2012. 

 

Electrical power reticulation was probably supplied to the 

various rooms of 75 and 75 ½ George Street at some time 

after the installation of electrical lighting.  The power points in 

the buildings today are all relatively recent and probably date 

from the late 1990s works. 

In 75 George Street, the wiring for the power and data points 

has generally been run behind the skirtings and the outlets 

mounted on timber blocks attached to the skirtings.  On the first 

floor of 75 ½ George Street, the wiring runs in steel conduit 

from the floor into the electrical blocks that are again mounted 

on the skirtings.  On the second floor, the wiring is run behind 

the skirtings and there are no timber blocks.  

The new services have been given a grading of Moderate 

Significance as they have been carefully inserted using historic 

methods and in a way that minimises their impact on fabric of 

heritage significance. 
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7.42 Fixtures & Fittings 

 

Figure 233 

Original timber mantelpiece and 

cast iron grate, space G.06 75 

George Street, 2012.  

 

Figure 234 

Orignal plaster mantelpiece and cast 

iron grate, space 1.06, first floor, 75 

George Street, 2012. 

 

Figure 235 

This timber mantelpiece in space 1.01, 

first floor, 75 ½ George Street, was made 

to match the details of the original plaster 

fireplace in 75 George Street. 2012. 

 

75 and 75 ½ George Street retain seven original fireplaces 

(see Figures  47, 49 and 239 to 242).  These are located in 

spaces: 

 B.01 and B.02, basement of 75 ½ George Street,  

 G.06, ground floor of 75 George Street,  

 G.04 and G.08, former ground floor kitchens to 75 and 75 

½ George Street and  

 1.06 and 1.01, the first floor front rooms of 75 and 75 ½ 

George Street respectively. 

The fireplaces to G.06 and 1.01 have timber mantelpieces.  

That to G.06 has had its original painted finish removed.  The 

fireplace to 1.06 has a timber mantelpiece made to match the 

details of the original plaster mantelpiece in the corresponding 

location in 1.01.  The original mantelpieces and cast iron grates  

to G.06 and 1.01 are of Exceptional Significance.  The 

mantelpiece and grate to 1.06 is of Moderate Significance. 

 

Exceptional, 

Moderate 

depending on 

location 

 

Good 

 

Retain and conserve the buildings' 

mantelpieces and cast iron grates in 

accordance with the strategy outlined for 

elements of Exceptional and Moderate 

Significance (see 7.2 above) and the 

policies in Part 2 of this document. 

 

 

Figure 236 

Original rimlock, space 1.10, first 

floor, 75 George Street, 2012. 

Some of the doors to 75 and 75 ½ George Street retain what 

appear to be original rimlocks fixed to original door leaves.  

Some original striker plates also remain in situ.  

These rimlocks are located on the doors to spaces 1.07 and 

1.10 on the first floor of 75 George Street, and space 1.04 at 

the rear of the first floor of 75 ½ George Street. 

 

Exceptional Good Retain and conserve the buildings' 

original hardware elements in accordance 

with the strategy outlined for elements of 

Exceptional Significance (see 7.2 above) 

and the policies in Part 2 of this 

document. 
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Figure 237 

Plaster wall vent, space G.08, 

ground floor, 75 George Street, 

2012. 

 

Figure 238 

Plaster wall vent, space 2.06, 

second floor, 75 George Street, 

2012. 

 

Figure 239 

Plaster wall vent, space 1.01, first 

floor, 75 ½ George Street, 2012. 

 

Figure 240 

Cast iron wall vents, southern wall, 

space G.01, ground floor, 75 ½ 

George Street, 2012. 

Some of the rooms to 75 and 75 ½ George Street retain what 

appear to be early or original plaster wall vents . There are two 

different patterns of vents evident in the buildings.  The first, as 

shown in Figure 243, occurs only in 75 George Street.  The second, 

shown in Figure 245, is found in both buildings and is a pattern 

generally found on buildings of a later construction date than 75 – 

75 ½ George Street.  In general, the vents in the second pattern 

appear to be recent replacements of the originals, but a detailed 

analysis of the physical evidence was not undertaken for this CMP.   

It is possible that the ventilation openings to the external walls were 

made some years after the buildings were completed (see Section 

4.6).  They are all terracotta, rather than cast iron as would be 

expected for buildings of this age. 

 

High Good or fair, 

depending on 

particular vent 

Retain and conserve the buildings' plaster 

vents in accordance with the strategy 

outlined for elements of High Significance 

(see 7.2 above) and the policies in Part 2 

of this document. 
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Figure 241 

Steel shelf and brackets, southern 

wall, G.01, 2012. 

The steel shelf supported from the ceiling adjacent to the southern 

wall of G.01, ground floor 75 ½ George Street, may date from the 

use of the shop as a butcher's shop.  It may have accommodated 

the motor for the cool room. 

High Good Retain and conserve.  Undertake further 

investigation to determine the original use 

of the shelf. 

7.43 Movable 

Heritage 

 

Figure 242 

Slow cooking pot on display at the 

Rocks Discovery Museum.  (Source:  

2007 CMP by Robertson and 

Hindmarsh, p 33). 

Archaeological excavations to the yard behind 75 – 75 ½ George 

Street revealed a range of items that suggested the accommodation 

of Chinese migrants on the site.  The excavations also revealed a 

depression likely to have contained a cooking pot.  A sand pot, or 

slow cooking pot, and a glass vial from the site are now on display 

in the reconstructed Samson's Cottage (Rocks Discovery Museum).  

Exceptional Fair Retain and the items discovered during 

archaeological excavations to the site on 

site and conserve them in accordance 

with the strategy outlined for elements of 

Exceptional Significance (see 7.2 above) 

and the policies in Part 2 of this 

document. 
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