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1.1 Summary Statement of Heritage Significance  

The Dawes Point Cable Hut is a rare and intact surviving example of a utilitarian structure disguised 

as a representative example of a Sentry Box, possibly as a historic reference to the fortification and 

defence associations of Dawes Point Battery with its harbour setting. The Cable Hut is considered 

to be of State heritage significance for its technical, research and historic importance. 

The Cable Hut has the potential to yield further information about the history and development of 

telegram communications in Australia and abroad and stands as the sole surviving Cable Hut of a 

twin pair linked by submarines cables from Dawes to Milsons Point. The Cable Hut to Milsons Point 

was demolished to enable the construction of the Sydney Harbour Bridge and adjacent Dorman & 

Long fabrication sheds. 

The structure is well designed and constructed and is thought to have associations with Colonial 

Architect James Barnet, dating from c1880 and being representative of his architectural style. 

Further research into this association may attribute further associational significance. 

 

1.2 The Site, its Background and Context 

The subject item, the Dawes Point Cable Hut (the Cable Hut) is located to the northern end of 

Dawes Point, Hickson Road, The Rocks, New South Wales. The item is located to the west of the 

Sydney Harbour Bridge overpass. 

 

Figure 1 

The Dawes Point Cable Hut as viewed from Sydney 

Harbour. 

 

Figure 2 

The Dawes Point Cable Hut looking east toward the 

Sydney Harbour Bridge and Sydney Opera House. 

The site is identified as Lot 2008 of Deposited Plan1147155 and is located within the Parish of St 

Phillip, County of Cumberland. 

The site, its immediate surrounds and adjacent structures are owned and managed by NSW State 

Government Agency, the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority, hereafter known as the Authority  

http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/sydney-Our_places_and_projects-The_Rocks.htm 

The site is located within the greater State heritage listed area of Dawes Point, Tar-ra, adjacent the 

Sydney Harbour Bridge. 

The identified curtilage for the site is detailed in Part 4.4 Curtilage & Setting. 

http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/sydney-Our_places_and_projects-The_Rocks.htm


 

February 2014 Dawes Point Cable Hut CMP   7  

 

 

 

Figure 3 

Deposited Plan 1147155 of the Dawes Point Cable Hut 

 

Figure 4  

Location map of the site within the context of The Rocks 

 

1.3 The CMP and its Structure  

This Conservation Management Plan aims to identify the significance of the place and to establish 

a management and policy structure for its ongoing use and conservation.  

The overall structure of this CMP is shown below: 

PART 1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
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Includes Summary Statement of Significance 

PART 2 CONSERVATION POLICIES & STRATEGIES 

Includes Opportunities, Challenges & Recommendations 

PART 3 HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 

Includes Curtilage Analysis; Comparative Analysis and Analysis under 

NSW Heritage Act Criteria. 

PART 4 ANALYSIS OF EVIDENCE 

Includes Analysis of Documentary & Physical Evidence. Annotated images 

are used for much of this section. 

PART 5 ABOUT THIS CMP: 

Includes Outline of Brief, Authorship. Acknowledgements, Further 

Research required. References, Terms & Abbreviations 

PART 6 ILLUSTRATED HISTORY 

Historical Value as presented by a Professional Historian. 

PART 7 SCHEDULE OF ELEMENTS 

Significance & Recommendations By Element 

 

This CMP fits within the following hierarchical framework and supersedes previous CMP 

documents. Further information about the structure of this CMP is outlined in Part 5 – About this 

CMP, with Policies for management and change provided in Part 2 – Conservation Policies & 

Strategies. 

LEGISLATION SYDNEY HARBOUR FORESHORE AUTHORITY ACT 1998 

Ensures the protection and conservation of the natural and cultural 

heritage of the foreshore area. 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/shfaa1998411/ 

NSW HERITAGE ACT 1977 

Is intended to promote and manage the conservation and protection of 

items of State heritage significance. 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/  

PRECINCT 

MANAGEMENT 

ROCKS HERITAGE MANAGEMENT PLAN 

Although not a statutory document the RHMP provides an understanding 

of the heritage value of The Rocks and guidance to the Authority in the 

conservation and management of the wider Rocks precinct.. 

http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/0B9628D6-B745-

73FA-E1F20F992872ED23.pdf  

ASSET CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/shfaa1998411/
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/
http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/0B9628D6-B745-73FA-E1F20F992872ED23.pdf
http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/0B9628D6-B745-73FA-E1F20F992872ED23.pdf
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MANAGMENT This CMP sits under the RHMP and provides a framework for the 

management of site specific heritage matters developed in consideration of 

the identified significance of the individual item. 

 

1.4 Heritage Listings 

The Dawes Point Cable Hut is not currently the subject of any statutory or non-statutory listings in 

its own right.  However, it is an element in the Millers Point & Dawes Point Village Precinct, listed 

on the State Heritage Register (item #1682, listed 28 November 2003). 

The item was transferred to the ownership of the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority in 2009, and 

an assessment should be undertaken to determine its suitability for inclusion on the Foreshore 

Authority’s s.170 Heritage Register and the State Heritage Register in its own right.  

In the interim the item is managed as an element within the Sydney Cove Railings heritage item 

(SHR item #1572, listed 10 May 2002), which is subject to the following statutory listings: 

 Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority s.170 Heritage Register 

 NSW State Heritage Register #01572 

 

1.5 Vision for the Dawes Point Cable Hut 

The Vision for the Dawes Point Cable Hut is captured by the Authority’s obligation under the Act to 

‘…to protect and enhance the natural and cultural heritage of the foreshore area.’1 The conservation 

of individual items is one way in which we deliver on this obligation. The Illustrated Burra Charter 

provides background to this vision from a philosophical approach  

One of the fundamental reasons for conserving places is that they contain information that 

documents, photographs, drawings, film or video cannot. Regardless of how skilfully a place 

may be captured on film or how evocatively it may be described, there is no substitute for the 

experience of the actual place.2 

The following objectives for the Dawes Point Cable Hut develop upon this Vision: 

 The Authority should seek to enhance the cultural significance and recognition of the 

Dawes Point Cable Hut as part of the precinct wide management of its heritage portfolio; 

 The Authority should investigate ways to activate the visitation and awareness of this 

modest structure within the precinct. Such means should be of low impact and consistent 

with the Policies of this CMP, especially that of Use and Access; 

 Further research should be undertaken to identify and further archival records of the 

Dawes Point Cable Hut or its twin structure located on the north shore of the Harbour. 

                                                      

1 http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/shfaa1998411/s12.html 
2 The Burra Charter: The Australia ICOMOS Charter for Places of Cultural Significance, 1999. 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/shfaa1998411/s5.html#foreshore_area
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/shfaa1998411/s12.html
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1.6 Key Findings 

The following findings have arisen from the preparation of this CMP: 

 The Authority should list the Dawes Point Cable Hut as an item of cultural significance in 

its own right on the s.170 Heritage and Conservation Register; 

 The Dawes Point Cable Hut is of identified State heritage significance. The Authority as 

the asset owner should make a nomination to the NSW Heritage Council for the inclusion 

of the item on the State Heritage Register in its own right; 

 Further research should be undertaken to determine the association of Colonial Architect 

James Barnet as potential architect of the twin structures.   
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PART 2 
POLICIES & STRATEGIES 
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2.1 Best Practice Heritage Management 

Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority Act 1998 

Management of The Rocks is vested in Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority under the Sydney 

Harbour Foreshore Authority Act 1998. One of the Authority’s functions as stated in the Act is to 

‘…protect and enhance the natural and cultural heritage of the foreshore area’ 3 

The Authority’s Statement of Purpose identifies the role of the Authority ‘…to ensure the 

preservation and interpretation of our natural and cultural heritage.’ 4 

NSW Heritage Act 1977 – s.170 Heritage and Conservation Register 

The building is owned and managed by the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority, Department of 

Planning & Infrastructure, NSW State Government. As a State Government Agency the Authority is 

required to maintain a register of heritage assets under Section 170 of the NSW Heritage Act 1977. 

The Authority is required to review and update this register annually. At the time of the next review 

consideration should be given to the inclusion of the Dawes Point Cable Hut. 

Under Section 170A of the NSW Heritage Act 1977  the Authority must provide a minimum of 14 

days notice to the Heritage Council before removing any item from the Register, transferring 

ownership of an item, ceasing to occupy or proposing demolition of an item.  

NSW Heritage Act – Heritage Asset Management Guidelines 

As a State Government Agency the Authority has an obligation under the NSW Heritage Act to 

operate within the Governments Heritage Asset Management Guidelines. 

NSW Heritage Act – Minimum Standards of Maintenacne & Repair 

The Minimum Standards of Maintenance & Repair were legislated in 1999, under Section 118 of 

the Act to prevent ‘demolition by neglect’. The Minimum Standards relate to weatherproofing, fire 

protection, security; and essential maintenance. 

Policies 

POLICY 1.  

The Cable Hut should be managed in accordance with well accepted national 

and international guidelines, and industry best practice. 

POLICY 2.  

This Conservation Management plan should be read in conjunction with The 

Rocks Heritage Management Plan and Policy. 

  

                                                      

3 The Rocks Heritage Management Plan: Volume 1, 2010, p.5 
4 Ibid, p.5 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/sinodisp/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/shfaa1998411/s1.html?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=Sydney%20Harbour%20Foreshore%20Authority%20Act
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/sinodisp/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/shfaa1998411/s1.html?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=Sydney%20Harbour%20Foreshore%20Authority%20Act
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/sinodisp/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s170.html?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=170
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/sinodisp/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s1.html?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=Heritage%20Act%201977#disp2
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/sinodisp/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s170a.html?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=170
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/03_index.htm#stateagency
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/sinodisp/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s118.html?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=118


 

February 2014 Dawes Point Cable Hut CMP   15  

 

POLICY 3.  

The Authority is to manage the Cable Hut as part of an integrated asset 

management system in accordance with the Government’s Total Asset 

Management Policy and Heritage Asset Management Guidelines. 

Strategies/Guidelines 

The following publications should be consulted, in association with this CMP: 

1. The Rocks Heritage Management Plan 2010  

The Rocks Heritage Management Plan is not a statutory planning document; however it 

has been adopted by the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority Board for the purpose of 

providing a clear understanding of the heritage value of The Rocks and to guide the 

Authority in the conservation and management of the place.5 

2. Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter, specifically Articles 2,3 & 29  

Although not a statutory document The Burra Charter is widely accepted as the standard 

for best practice conservation in Australia.  

Article 3 of the Burra Charter encourages the principle of doing ‘…as much as necessary 

but as little as possible.’ This principle should apply to all aspects of decision making. 

3. The NSW Heritage Council’s Heritage Asset Management Guidelines 2004  

This NSW Heritage Council publication contains guidelines for State Agencies to better 

frame heritage management within the existing legislative and policy structure defined in 

the Governments TAMS Policy, the Heritage Act and the Burra Charter. 

4. Due Diligence Code of Practice for the Protection of Aboriginal Objects in New South 

Wales. 

The Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) is responsible for the protection and 

preservation of all Aboriginal objects and places in NSW. The primary piece of legislation 

which protects Aboriginal cultural heritage in NSW is the National Parks and Wildlife Act 

1974 (NPW Act). In September 2010 the OEH released its Due Diligence Code of Practice 

for the Protection of Aboriginal Objects in New South Wales to assist individuals and 

organisations to exercise due diligence when carrying out activities that may harm 

Aboriginal objects and to determine whether they should apply for consent in the form of 

an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit.  

  

                                                      

5 Ibid, p.6 

http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/0B9628D6-B745-73FA-E1F20F992872ED23.pdf
http://australia.icomos.org/wp-content/uploads/BURRA_CHARTER.pdf
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/StateAgency_HeritageGuide.pdf
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/cultureheritage/ddcop/10798ddcop.pdf
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/cultureheritage/ddcop/10798ddcop.pdf
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/legislation/NationalParksAndWildlifeAct1974.htm
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/legislation/NationalParksAndWildlifeAct1974.htm
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Policies 

POLICY 4.  

Decision making must be based upon a proper understanding of heritage 

significance. All decisions should consider, and seek to retain, the values 

identified in the Statement of Significance 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. All management decisions which have potential to affect the heritage values of the item 

should be founded on a clear understanding of those values. The heritage impact of 

decisions should be stated and evaluated as part of the decision-making process. 

Policies 

POLICY 5.  

This CMP should be adopted and implemented as a key management 

document for the Cable Hut. The CMP should be issued to those who manage, 

operate and occupy the building.  

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. The CMP should inform lease contracts, construction works packages (including tenders) 

and Asset Management Strategies. 

2. The CMP should be consulted in the development of leasing strategies, when considering 

future tenants and identifying future uses. 

3. The CMP should be a central consideration in the development of the Total Asset 

Management Framework for the building. 

4. This CMP should be made publically available subject to security and privacy 

considerations. 

5. The policies and recommendations of this CMP should inform the granting of 

Landowner’s Consent. Proposals inconsistent with the policies of this document should 

clearly demonstrate that they do not present an adverse impact to the significance of the 

item, and that the changes are essential for the ongoing use, conservation and 

management of the item. 

Policies 

POLICY 6.  

This CMP is to be revised on a ten (10) year cyclic basis or as appropriate to its 

leasing and maintenance cycle.  
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Strategies/Guidelines 

1. Irrespective of the cycle of revisions the most recently adopted CMP should be considered 

an appropriate management reference. Previous CMPs may be consulted for further 

guidance. 

Policies 

POLICY 7.  

The Authority is to inspect the building on an annual basis to monitor its ongoing 

condition. The building is to be kept in accordance with the Minimum Standards 

of Maintenance and Repair. 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. This inspection is to be undertaken by representatives of the Facilities and Heritage 

teams. 

2. This inspection is to be informed by the NSW Heritage Office Heritage Information Series 

Minimum Standards of Maintenance & Repair. 

 

2.2 Documenting Change 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

The Authority maintains a record repository as a resource to inform decision making and provide 

insight into the history and development of The Rocks. The Burra Charter sees this as a basic 

resource for understanding and interpreting that place.6 The following Policy has been developed so 

as to allow the emerging history and development of the Police Station to be recorded for future 

generations. 

Policies 

POLICY 8.  

Records, associated with the place and its conservation should be placed in a 

permanent archive and made publicly available, subject to requirements of 

security and privacy, and where it is culturally appropriate7 In accordance with 

Article 32 of the Burra Charter. 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. Archival recording is to be undertaken in accordance with Heritage Branch Guidelines. 

                                                      

6 The Illustrated Burra Charter, 2004, p.94 

7 Article 32 – Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter 

http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/03_index.htm#M-O
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/03_index.htm#M-O
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http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/info_archivalrecords.pdf 

2. Copies of ‘As-Built’ documentation should be provided to the Authority for archival 

purposes at the completion of all projects. 

3. Major alterations should be preceded by photographic archival recording in accordance 

with Heritage Branch Guidelines. 

http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/info_photographicrecording2006.pdf 

4. When citing source material from the Authority’s archives the author is to make reference 

to the unique identifying number attributed to the source by the Authority’s Archivist and 

Records Department.  

 

2.3 Skills & Experience 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

Articles 4 & 30 of The Burra Charter encourage the use of appropriately skilled and multidisciplinary 

teams in the ongoing management and conservation of items of heritage significance. 

Policies 

POLICY 9.  

All those advising on or implementing works on site shall be suitably qualified in 

conservation and/or adaptive re-use works of a similar nature.   

POLICY 10.  

Technical input should be sought from those who can demonstrate appropriate 

previous experience in, and knowledge of, works of that nature. 

POLICY 11.  

Any contractor or tradesperson working on site must be informed of the building 

significance and the care with which building fabric should be treated. 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. Relevant skills required for each project are to be identified early and a project team 

developed to reflect the specifics of the project. 

2. Multi-disciplinary teams should be established to ensure that all areas of conservation are 

equally considered and represented. 

3. An ‘induction’ should be provided by those supervising the works. 

 

http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/info_archivalrecords.pdf
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/info_photographicrecording2006.pdf
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2.4 Approvals / Participation 

NSW Heritage Act 1977  

The Cable Hut is listed as an element of the Millers Point & Dawes Point Village Precinct on the 

NSW State Heritage Register, which gives it protection through a legislative framework. Under 

Section 57(1) of the NSW Heritage Act 1977. Heritage Council approval is required to make 

changes to a State listed property or move, damage, or destroy a relic or to excavate or disturb land 

when there is reasonable knowledge or likelihood of significant relics being disturbed. The Authority 

has delegations from the NSW Heritage Council to approve applications for works which will not 

materially affect an item. 

There are various types of approval for built and archaeological works under the NSW Heritage Act. 

The Heritage Office provides an overview of the applications on their web site 

http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/14_index.htm. The Authority also provides an outline of various 

statutory approvals and requirements in The Rocks Fitout Guide.  

Under Section 57(2) of the Act the Minister may make exemptions for works otherwise requiring 

approval under Section 57(1). Standard exemptions cover maintenance, repair, minor alterations, 

temporary events and installations. Further details on standard exemptions can be found at the 

following link http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/info_standardexemptions2006.pdf 

Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979 

The NSW Department of Planning has transferred some planning responsibilities to the City of 

Sydney, including determinations on development with a capital investment value of under $5 

million at Sydney Harbour foreshore sites including such development in The Rocks.  Any proposed 

works on the Cable Hut are likely to be of a value below this limit. 

The Minister for Planning will remain the consent authority for: 

 major development on sites identified on the State Heritage Register 

 development which breaches height limits outlined in the Sydney Cove Redevelopment 

Authority Scheme for The Rocks 

 proposals deemed ‘development’ under State Environmental Planning Policy (State & 

Regional Development) 2011 

 The relevant consent authority should be consulted for further details. 

Landowners Consent 

The consent of the landowner will be required prior to the lodgement of any statutory applications. It 

is important to commence discussions with the Authority and its representatives as early as 

possible to ensure the suitability of the proposal through its design development. 

The Authority’s Landowners Consent Supplementary Guide provides and outline of the approvals 

process. This document helps the applicant to identify the various consent authorities and directs 

them to web sites providing both application forms and supplementary guides which identify 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/14_index.htm
http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/sydney-For_business-Planning_for_business_projects_and_events.htm
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/info_standardexemptions2006.pdf
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submission requirements. 

Policies 

POLICY 12.  

No works should be undertaken without the relevant statutory approvals. 

POLICY 13.  

Prior to the granting of landowners consent the Authority should be satisfied that 

the proposal is consistent with the applicable Policies, Guides and Technical 

Manuals and will not result in an adverse impact to the significance of the place. 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. The following publications will assist in the development of proposals  

a. The Authority’s Landowners Consent Supplementary Guide 

b. The Authority’s Fit-out Guide 

c. Application Guides of other Consent Authority’s, such as the City of Sydney. 

2. Pre lodgement consultation with the Authority’s heritage team should be undertaken to 

ensure that the direction of any proposal is consistent with the conservation objectives of 

this CMP, The Rocks Heritage Management Plan, and the statutory framework controlling 

development. 

3.  Prior to the granting of Landowner’s consent the Authority should be satisfied that there 

are no adverse impacts associated with the proposal. 

4. Should the Cable Hut be listed as an item of heritage significance on either the State 

Heritage Register or the Authority’s s.170 Register a Heritage Impact Statement and 

documentation sufficient to describe the proposal will be required to enable the Authority 

to adequately assess the potential impacts of the proposed modifications. The NSW 

Heritage Branch Publication Statements of Heritage Impact can assist in the preparation of 

these reports. 

 

2.5 Use 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

The Cable Hut is a substantially intact and rare structure. The building is modest in scale and 

accessed via a small flight of steps down to a level threshold. The building is constrained by its 

scale, design, intactness and setting within the Dawes Point Seawall. Any compatible uses are 

therefore limited in their nature, scale and complexity of operation. 

Activation of the Cable Hut beyond that of the existing interpretation could be supported through 

adaptive re-use however such works should not be to the detriment of the unique design, setting 

and uninterrupted visibility of the item. 

http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/A8D06A3F-0D3B-E978-A5AE5CA6EC529C01.pdf
http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/12A70AAF-01B7-843B-4277847E1A35A1D4.pdf
http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/0B9628D6-B745-73FA-E1F20F992872ED23.pdf
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/03_index.htm#S-U
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Policies 

POLICY 14.  

The adaptive re-use of the Cable Hut could be supported if the identified use 

was compatible and did not require any change to the building envelope. 

POLICY 15.  

Proposed uses which would require extensive building compliance, to the 

detriment of the fabric, envelope and setting of the Cable Hut should not be 

supported. 

Strategies/Guidelines 

The following guidelines should be used to evaluate the compatibility of any proposed adaptive re-

use project: 

1. Compatible uses should be contained within the existing building envelope; 

2. Uses should be selected which do not require intense services such as air conditioning, 

commercial kitchens, refrigeration, grease traps and the like; 

3. Uses which require extensive commercial signage should be avoided; 

4. The setting of the item should not be impacted by ancillary structures such as covered 

outdoor dining, excessive street furniture, garbage storage and the like.  

 

2.6 Sustainability 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

In 2009 the Authority adopted a Sustainability Policy with commitments to reduce the carbon 

footprint of its precincts by 80% from a 2000 baseline, with a 20% reduction by 2012. The policy 

aims to achieve climate change targets through: 

 Reductions – increased energy efficiency and reduced energy consumption. 

 Renewables – a portion of energy from non-fossil fuel sources. 

 Offsets – the remainder of fossil-derived energy being sourced from green energy tariffs 

and/or offset through accredited providers. 

In its aim for a socially inclusive and sustainable community the Authority: 

 Acknowledges its responsibility to protect heritage buildings and their cultural significance 

on behalf of the people of NSW. 

 Aims to provide improved tenant amenity through improved air quality, comfort levels and 

natural light, in ways that support heritage considerations. 

In line with this Policy the Authority has adopted a Sustainable Development Fit-out Guide which 

aims to reduce the environmental impact of new construction and building fit-outs. It has been 



 

February 2014 Dawes Point Cable Hut CMP   23  

 

shown that the implementation of the measures outlined in the Fit-out Guide have the potential to 

reduce operational costs and improve indoor environmental quality (IEQ) and occupant satisfaction.   

Policies 

POLICY 16.  

All applications for building modifications are to demonstrate measures which 

work toward the objectives of the Authority’s Sustainability Policy. 

POLICY 17.  

The scale and siting of the Cable Hut, together with its intactness and 

significance make the building unsuited to any form of mechanical ventilation, 

including air conditioning. 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. Building users and managers should understand the impacts that the ‘use’ of the building 

will have on the existing thermal properties of the building.  If the use will increase the 

levels beyond that which can be managed by passive solutions, and the required 

modifications present an unacceptable level of intervention, the use should not be 

supported.  Refer to Policy 2.5. 

2. Proposals should reflect both the sustainability and conservation objectives of Sydney 

Harbour Foreshore Authority. 

 

2.7 Building Code Compliance 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

The National Construction Code (incorporating the Building Construction Code of Australia) is the 

legislative framework providing design and construction technical standards for structural, fire, 

health, amenity, sustainability and plumbing works. 

The legislation is performance based providing a framework of ‘…Deemed-to-Satisfy Provisions, 

which cover established and acceptable practices or flexibility to develop Alternative Solutions…’ 8 

Policies 

POLICY 18.  

Compliance works should seek to respond to the intent of legislation. Solutions 

which are ‘deemed to satisfy’ are preferable when full compliance will adversely 

impact on the significance of the Cable Hut. 

  

                                                      

8 http://www.abcb.gov.au/index.cfm?objectid=959C6DF0-9A12-11DF-A133001143D4D594 

http://www.abcb.gov.au/index.cfm?objectid=959C6DF0-9A12-11DF-A133001143D4D594


 

24 Dawes Point Cable Hut CMP    February 2014 

POLICY 19.  

Uses which require an unacceptable degree of intervention resulting from 

ordinance compliance should be avoided. 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. NSW Heritage Council Fire, Access and Services Advisory Panel (FASAP) provides 

advice to government and private bodies to achieve acceptable solutions for building 

compliance. The FASAP Resource List and further details about their services is available 

through the NSW Heritage Branch web site. 

2. Consultants should be encouraged to consider alternatives which present less physical 

and visual impacts but achieve the performance requirements of the Code through 

Deemed-to-Satisfy Provisions or Alternative Solutions. 

3. Solutions which implement fire or smoke detection and active fire suppression are 

preferred over those which respond literally to ordinance requirements.  

 

2.8 Accessibility 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

Accessibility improvements should respond to the needs of those with ‘…mobility or sensory 

impairments, the elderly, parents with small children and anyone who is temporarily disabled as a 

result of injury or illness.’[2]   Any such improvements will be subject to the accessibility provisions of 

the BCA which now include the technical provisions of the Access to Premises standards. 

The nature of the Cable Hut, its relative size and current use as an exhibition space limit the 

requirement for access to the general public. Having said that the steps down to the threshold of 

the entracne door do limit the opportunity to directly access the galzed door for an uninterupted 

view of the interpretaive floor. Furthermore this area accumulates organic debis and rubbish making 

the steps untrafficable. 

Policies 

POLICY 20.  

Access solutions should seek to improve accessibility to the building while 

maintaining the identified significance of the place.  

  

                                                      

[2] Improving Access to Heritage Buildings, Martin, E.J, 1999, p.1 

http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/Fasap_Resources.pdf
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/13_subnav_02.htm
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POLICY 21.  

Improvements should be designed with the potential for reversibility.  

Strategies/Guidelines 

4. Improving Access to Heritage Buildings E.J Martin, Australian Council of National Trusts, 

1999 

5. Access for all to Heritage Places Technical Leaflet Heritage Council of Victoria 

6. NSW Heritage Council Fire, Access and Services Advisory Panel (FASAP) provides 

advice to government and private bodies to achieve acceptable solutions for building 

compliance. The FASAP Resource List and further details about their services is available 

through the NSW Heritage Branch web site. 

 

2.9 Setting 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

The Cable Hut is uniquely located within the Dawes Point Seawall and is an important visual 

element within Dawes Point. The building sits within the visual catchment of the World Heritage 

Listed Sydney Opera House and the Sydney Harbour Bridge. Regardless of its intimate scale it is 

readily seen from vantage points around the Harbour and from passing vessels. 

Any works which would impact on the envelope of the structure would be subject to the relevant 

environmental planning instruments applicable to the Foreshores of Sydney Harbour and address 

works within the buffer zone of the Sydney Opera House World Heritage Listing. 

Policies 

POLICY 22.  

The unique setting of the Cable Hut should not be adversely impacted by any 

changes to the building envelope or impeded by structures within the curtilage 

and adjacent areas. 

Strategies/Guidelines 

The following views are to be maintained and conserved: 

1. Views to the Sydney Opera House and Sydney Harbour Bridge; 

2. Views toward the Cable Hut from harbour side vantage points especially that of the former 

location of the twin Cable Hut to the north shore of the Harbour; 

3. Views to the Cable Hut when traveling along Hickson Road toward The Rocks; 

4. Views to the Cable Hut from Dawes Point Park; 

5. Views to the Cable Hut from vessels on the Harbour. 

http://www.environment.gov.au/heritage/ahc/publications/commission/books/pubs/improving-access-heritage-buildings.pdf
http://www.heritage.vic.gov.au/admin/file/content2/c7/HVC015_Disability_Access_dc05.pdf
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/Fasap_Resources.pdf
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/13_subnav_02.htm
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2.10 Archaeology 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

Almost all of the archaeological resource within the footprint of the Cable Hut, down to the mean 

high water mark, was investigated, recorded and removed when the Cable Hut was dismantled. 

Investigations in the immediate vicinity however demonstrated an extensive archaeological 

resource relating to wharf construction dating back to the early 19
th

 century, and elements relating 

to Dawes Point Battery. 

Policies 

POLICY 23.  

Disturbance of the ground should be avoided. Excavation can only be 

undertaken through the provisions of Division 9 of the NSW Heritage Act, 1977. 

POLICY 24.  

Additional services are to be located in existing trenches. New services are not 

to be considered without first exploring options which limit excavation. 

POLICY 25.  

Any Aboriginal archaeological resources encountered should be conserved in 

accordance with the requirements of the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Act 

(1979) and their potential for interpretation considered. 

POLICY 26.  

Relics recovered during archaeological works on site may be required to form 

part of an interpretation installation on site, prepared in consultation with Sydney 

Harbour Foreshore Authority heritage officers. 

POLICY 27.  

Relics should not be removed without consultation with SHFA heritage staff and 

the implementation of suitably approved recording measures. Such items must 

be conserved and stored in accordance with SHFA’s archaeological artefact 

collection procedures.  

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

Any works involving ground disturbance must be preceded by a Statement of Heritage Impact 

detailing the nature of the disturbance, assessing the impact on the archaeology, and presenting a 

methodology for dealing with the archaeology. This document must be prepared by a suitably 

                                                      

9
 NSW Heritage Branch, Department of Planning (2009): Assessing Significance for Historical Archaeological Sites and ‘Relics’, 

1.0 
10

 Higginbotham, E., Walker, M., Kass, T. (1991): The Rocks and Millers Point Archaeological Management Plan. (Sydney 

Cover Authority and NSW Heritage Branch, Department of Planning) 
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qualified archaeologist approved by the Consent Authority and be written in accordance with the 

NSW Heritage Branch’s Statement of Heritage Impact Guidelines. 

Where excavation of archaeological relics is deemed necessary, application must be made under 

the Heritage Act (NSW) 1977, regardless of any heritage listings for the site. Application will be 

made under s139 (1) of the Heritage Act. If it is determined that excavation will not adversely affect 

potential archaeological relics, then an application for Exemption from the s139 process can be 

made under s139 (4) of the Heritage Act.  

The publication Assessing Significance for Historical Archaeological Sites and ‘Relics’ outlines the 

responsibilities of the proponent when dealing with archaeological sites.  

 

2.11 Adaptation / Alterations & Additions 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

The scale, circular form and intactness of the Cable Hut present limited scope for adaptation, 

alterations and additions. Additional to these site constraints there are limited possibilities for 

adaptation which would be consistent with the Policies of this CMP and would not present an 

impact to the significance of the item. 

Policies 

POLICY 28.  

Additions to or expansion of the building envelope of the Cable Hut are not 

supported. 

POLICY 29.  

Alterations to the fenestration of the Cable Hut are not supported. 

POLICY 30.  

Any alterations associated with improved accessibility should be consistent with 

the remaining policies of this CMP, not impact on the significant fabric of the 

Cable Hut, and maintain the ability to interpret or reconstruct the existing 

configuration. 

Strategies / Guidelines 

1. Article 22 of the Burra Charter states that ‘New work such as additions to the place may be 

acceptable where it does not distort or obscure the cultural significance of the place, or 

detract from its interpretation and appreciation.’  

 

2.12 Design & Detailing 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 
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The architectural language employed for future alterations, additions and reconstructions should be 

clearly identifiable from that of the original extant fabric. New elements should also seek to be 

complement, rather than compete with, significant fabric. 

Policies 

POLICY 31.  

New work should be identifiable as a new layer within the building while 

responding sympathetically to the architectural form, layout and detailing of the 

space. 

POLICY 32.  

The vertical rod originally constructed to the pinnacle of the roof should be 

reconstructed when the opportunity arises.  

POLICY 33.  

Any reconstruction of the extant door and window shutters should match the 

existing in material and detailing.  

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. New materials should be of a quality and finish comparable with the significance of the 

place. Materials should be noble in their selection; 

2. Period detailing should only be employed in instances where original fabric is being 

reconstructed and there is sufficient evidence to inform the profile, material and finish of 

the fabric. 

3. Interventions and additions should be readily identifiable and contemporary in detailing 

and material selection while remaining sympathetic to significant fabric. 

 

2.13 Significant Fabric (Change, Repair, Maintenance) 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

Article 3 of The Burra Charter indicates that conservation is based on a respect for the existing 

fabric of a place and should therefore involve the least possible physical intervention in order not to 

distort the evidence provided by the fabric. Element specific policies are provided in Part 7. 
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Policies   

POLICY 34.  

Extant fabric, both internally and externally should be retained and conserved in 

accordance with its identified level of significance. 

POLICY 35.  

Areas of significant fabric which damaged and missing should be repaired or 

reconstructed. 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. Future Asset Management Systems should identify fabric of exceptional and high 

significance as a means to ensure their ongoing maintenance and prevent unintentional 

damage. 

2. All fabric identified as being of exceptional or high significance should be retained and 

conserved. 

3. The replacement of significant fabric should only be considered when deterioration cannot 

be retarded and it is beyond further repair. 

4. The building is to be maintained in accordance with the Minimum Standards of 

Maintenance and Repair, as defined by NSW Heritage Council Regulation. Annual 

maintenance inspections should seek to confirm that the building meets these defined 

Standards. See Policy 7. 

5. The treatment of hazardous materials should be documented and undertaken with a 

thorough understanding of the options for retention, encapsulation or removal.  

 

2.14 New Services 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

The intimate scale and construction of the Cable Hut present limited opportunities for the 

introduction of services. Such services should be limited to that required by passive uses, and be 

consistent with the remaining Policies of this CMP with regard to intensification. Power is currently 

provided to the building interior. 

Policies 

POLICY 36.  

Services should be carefully planned and located. They should be limited in their 

extent and be surface mounted while being discreetly located. 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. Reticulation routes should be consolidated to minimise the number of penetrations and 

http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/info_minimumstandards.pdf
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/info_minimumstandards.pdf
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reduce visual clutter; 

2. Fixings should be limited to mortar joints and fabric of lesser significance. 

 

2.15 Signage & External Lighting 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

The existing passive use of the Cable Hut has not precipitated a demand for commercial signage. 

Similarly the existing lighting is modest in its extent and for the purposes of interpretation. The 

intimate scale of the structure could see it easily dominated by any such proposals and caution 

should be taken so as not to overwhelm the interpretation of the Cable Hut and its setting. 

Policies 

POLICY 37.  

A building specific signage strategy should be developed in the event that 

directional, commercial or temporary signage be proposed. The scale and 

placement of such signage should be discrete and sympathetic to the scale and 

setting of the building. 

POLICY 38.  

A building specific lighting strategy should be developed in the event of any 

proposal for operational, security or activation lighting for the building or within 

the adjacent public domain.  

Strategies/Guidelines 

2. Illumination should highlight architectural features rather than floodlighting whole façades.  

Care should be taken to ensure that over-illumination does not occur; 

3. Signage should be consistent with the intent of The Rocks Signage and Technical Manual 

2009; 

4. Proposals should be consistent with the Policies of Part 2.9 Setting. 

 

2.16 Interpretation 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

The historical and technical significance of the Cable Hut has been interpreted on site through glass 

floor inlays (internally) and footpath inlays which represent Morse Code and the communication 

network. This interpretation, although appropriate, is adversely impacted by environmental factors 

such as the ingress of sea water, which shorts the lighting of the glass floor inlays and the inability 

of the viewer to access the threshold of the Cable Hut due to the accumulation of organic debris 

such as leaf matter. 

http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/C1B6664F-E7BD-1FF3-DC165EBE1437BB82.pdf
http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/C1B6664F-E7BD-1FF3-DC165EBE1437BB82.pdf
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Policies 

POLICY 39.  

Interpretation projects are to enrich the cultural understanding of the historical 

and technical significance of the Cable Hut and its twin structure once located 

on the northern side of the Harbour. 

POLICY 40.  

Efforts should be made to rectify the failures of the existing interpretation, 

currently impacted by environmental conditions such as the ingress of sea water 

and collection of organic matter outside the entrance door. 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. Interpretation projects are to be developed with reference to: 

a. The Rocks Interpretation Strategy 2006; 

b. ICOMOS International Cultural Tourism Charter  

  

http://www.international.icomos.org/charters/tourism_e.htm
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PART 3 
HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 
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3.1 Method Used to Assess & Present Heritage Significance 

The following evaluation of significance is developed with reference to the NSW Heritage Branch 

publication Assessing Heritage Significance11. The assessment of significance follows investigation 

forming Parts 4 & 6 of this CMP as well as the establishment of the themes associated with the 

Cable Hut. 

A summary Statement of Significance is provided within the Executive Summary 1.1, and further 

detailed statement 3.9. The relative significance of individual building elements is identified within 

Part 7. 

 

3.2 Criterion (A): Historical Significance 

An item is important in the course, pattern of NSW’s or the local area’s cultural or natural history. 

The Dawes Point Cable Hut, previously known as the Sentry Box, was constructed c1880 on the 

site of the Munitions Wharf for the Dawes Point Battery. A sentry box may have previously existed 

here.  By the time this structure was built, the Battery had lost most of its original importance as 

Harbour defences and fortifications, such as Fort Denison, were constructed further to the east.  

There is no evidence that this structure was ever used by the Military.  

Fortification of Sydney Harbour: It is likely that the Cable Hut drew aesthetic inspiration from the 

sandstone fortification structures at Dawes Point which in themselves are of national heritage 

significance. 

The Dawes Point Cable Hut has associations with the Dawes Point Sea Wall constructed in 1879-

80. 

The site was subject to political wrangles over ownership relating to defence sites between the 

Federal and State Government in 1902-04, after which the State Government took ownership. 

The item meets this criterion at a STATE/LOCAL level. 

 

The historical significance of the Cable Hut is demonstrated by: 

 Its relationship to the broader Dawes Point Battery site, listed on the State Heritage 

Register.   

 Its relationship to the development of the broader telecommunications network 

connecting Sydney with other parts of the State (Colony), other colonies, and the rest of 

the world. 

 

3.3 Criterion (B): Associational Significance 

                                                      

11 http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/assessingheritagesignificance.pdf NSW Heritage Office 2001 

http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/assessingheritagesignificance.pdf
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/assessingheritagesignificance.pdf
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An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person or group of persons, of 

importance in NSW’s or the local area’s cultural or natural history. 

The Dawes Point Cable Hut may have been designed by Colonial Architect James Barnet, c.1880. 

Further research is required to determine this association. Presently the item does not meet this 

criterion. 

 

3.4 Criterion (C): Aesthetic / Technical Significance 

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or 

technical achievement in NSW or the local area. 

The Dawes Point Cable Hut is significant as a well-designed and executed utilitarian building. The 

architectural style and detailing is reminiscent of Sentry Box design which may have been a 

response to the fortification of Dawes Point, and the wider Sydney Harbour. The item’s harbourside 

setting is enhanced by its visual relationship to the internationally iconic Sydney Harbour Bridge 

and Sydney Opera House, which is of World heritage significance. 

Once paired with an identical Cable Hut to the northern side of Sydney Harbour the item is 

technically significant for its direct relationship with early telegraph communications across Sydney 

Harbour to Milsons Point 

Evidence of the original Explosives Wharf was discovered during works to the structure and seawall 

in 2006 and the line of the c1840s wharf has been followed in sandstone to indicate where it once 

stood. 

The item meets this criterion at a STATE/LOCAL level. 

 

The aesthetic significance of the Cable Hut is demonstrated by: 

 Its unique architectural design and detailing; 

 Its rarity as a representative example of this building type. 

 

The technical significance / creative achievement of the Cable Hut is demonstrated by: 

 Its  associations with the history and technical advancements in communications; 

 The architectural detailing which portrays use as a Sentry Box, and this relationship to 

the history of fortification and defence associated with the site.  

 

3.5 Criterion (D): Social Significance 

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in NSW or 

the local area for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. 
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The item does not meet this criterion. 

 

3.6 Criterion (E): Research Significance 

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of NSW’s or the 

local area’s cultural or natural history. 

The site, and Cable Hut have the potential to yield further understanding of early communications. 

Since 1788 Dawes Point has been important as a site of communication for Sydney.  The first 

infrastructure for communicating messages was the flagpole, located under the Sydney Harbour 

Bridge.  The flagpole was built directly west of another on South Head so that a line of sight existed 

between the two and from Dawes Point to Government House. When a ship was sighted the flag at 

South Head was raised to alert the fledging township.  Later a signal station was set up on 

Observatory Hill, which was then called ‘Flagstaff Hill’ at which time the flagpole at Dawes Point 

became redundant.  The flags at Observatory Hill were used as a semaphore. 

In the 1870s telegraph cables were laid across the harbour, from this spot, and they ran to Milsons 

Point. These cables connected Sydney with the northern side of the Harbour and Australia.   

The importance of the telegraph to Australia’s development cannot be underestimated.  Mail took 

months to reach Sydney and was often out of date by the time it did, but telegraph cut that time 

dramatically and the Australian Market became open to overseas investment in a way never before 

available.  This encouraged overseas investment and allowed the building of essential 

infrastructure such as railways and the economic development of the colony of New South Wales, 

the telegraph was also enormously important in the development and growth of country towns.  By 

1900 Australia was the largest user of telegraph in the world 

The invention of the telephone also had dramatic effects in cutting the tyranny of distance and this 

cable hut may have been built for the access to telephone wires which were laid across the Harbour 

from this point.  Another identical hut was built directly north of here at Milsons Point at the same 

time, it was dismantled when the Sydney Harbour Bridge was constructed. 

 

The item meets this criterion at a STATE/LOCAL level. 

 

The archaeological significance of the Cable Hut is demonstrated by: 

 Identified footings and other cultural remains in the immediate vicinity relating to wharf or 

other activity since c1800 

 The potential survival, in the immediate vicinity, of services relating to the c1880+ 

telecommunications’ installation 

 

3.7 Criterion (F): Rarity 
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An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of NSW’s or the local area’s cultural or 

natural history. 

The Dawes Point Cable Hut is a rare and intact surviving example of a Cable Hut, and the only 

surviving of a pair, previously located on either side of Sydney Harbour to facilitate communications 

from Dawes to Milsons Point. The Cable Hut is also rare as an architectural folly representing a 

previous historic building type, namely that of a Sentry Box, now in itself a rare building type.  

The item meets this criterion at a STATE level. 

 

The rarity of the Cable Hut is demonstrated by: 

 Being the last of a pair of Cable Huts, its twin previously located at Milsons Point; 

 Being a rare surviving example of a Cable Hut; 

 Being a rare surviving representation of historic Sentry Box. 

 

3.8 Criterion (G): Representativeness 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of NSW’s or the local 

area’s cultural or natural places, or cultural or natural environments. 

The Dawes Point Cable Hut is an intact and representative example of a rare building type, both 

that of a Cable Hut for the purposes of communication and that of the architectural references to 

Sentry Box buildings employed in its architectural detailing and design. 

The item meets this criterion at a STATE level. 

 

The rarity of the Cable Hut is demonstrated by: 

 its architectural references to Sentry boxes; 

 the Cable Hut remaining as an exemplary and intact sample of a rare building type. 

 

3.9 Statement of Significance 

The Dawes Point Cable Hut is a rare and intact surviving example of a utilitarian structure disguised 

as a representative example of a Sentry Box, possibly as a historic reference to the fortification and 

defence associations of Dawes Point Battery with its harbour setting. The Cable Hut is considered 

to be of State heritage significance for its technical, research and historic importance. 

The Cable Hut has the potential to yield further information about the history and development of 

telegram communications in Australia and abroad and stands as the sole surviving Cable Hut of a 

twin pair linked by submarines cables from Dawes to Milsons Point. The Cable Hut to Milsons Point 

was demolished to enable the construction of the Sydney Harbour Bridge and adjacent Dorman & 
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Long fabrication sheds. 

The structure is well designed and constructed and is thought to have associations with Colonial 

Architect James Barnet, dating from c1880 and being representative of his architectural style. 

Further research into this association may attribute further associational significance. 
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PART 4 
ANALYSIS OF EVIDENCE 
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4.1 Historical Context 

The history of the subject site and building should be read with reference to the broader contextual 

history of The Rocks precinct. An overview of the history of The Rocks can be found within The 

Rocks Heritage Management Plan and publication such as Anchored in a Small Cove. – A history 

and archaeology of The Rocks, Sydney, Sydney Cove Authority, 1997.  

Reference should also be made to the Dawes Point CMP 2011 prepared by the Government 

Architects Office. 

 

4.2 Outline Chronology 

Year Event 

1788 April - Dawes builds first (wooden) observatory at Point Maskelyne (Dawes 

Point). 

1790 In December 1790 word arrived by the Dutch ship Waaksamheyd, from 

Batavia, that a dispute had arisen between England and Spain.
12

 Tench 

records: 

Placed out of reach of attack, both by remoteness and insignificancy, our 

only dread lay lest those supplies intended for our consumption, should be 

captured. Not, however, to be found totally unprovided, in case an enemy 

should appear, a battery was planned near the entrance of Sydney Cove, 

and other formidable preparations set on foot. 

Collins states that the battery at Dawes Point was commenced the 

following July: 

In the beginning of the month, the stone-mason, with the people under his 

direction, had begun working at the west point of the cove, where the 

governor purposed constructing out of the rock a spot whereon to place 

the guns belonging to the settlement, which was to wear the appearance of 

a work. The flagstaff was to be placed in the same situation.
13

 

Flagstaff and Signal Station located on site.  

1791 The work on the Battery was completed in August 1791.
14

 

Dawes returns to England, his observatory falls into disuse. 

1801 Improvements are made and by 1801 it is reported that the battery,  

has been reconstructed and is now capable of annoying any vessels with 

effect.
15

 

                                                      

12 Collins, D. op cit, p119, and Tench, W. op cit, p217. 
13 Collins, D, op cit, p139. 
14 Collins, D. op cit., p145. 
15 King to Portland, 10 March, 1801, HRA Vol. III, 73. 

http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/0B9628D6-B745-73FA-E1F20F992872ED23.pdf
http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/0B9628D6-B745-73FA-E1F20F992872ED23.pdf
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Year Event 

1808 Governor William Bligh is arrested and overthrown as Governor, and a 

salute is fired at the battery.
16

 

1809 By this date Billy Blue was operating a ferry between Dawes Point and 

Blues Point 

1811 David Dickson Mann mentions Dawes Point in his description of Sydney, 

Where the yellow flag is seen flying, on Dawes’s Point, there is a Battery, 

and Lookout-house.
17

  

1815 Dawes Point also known as Slaughterhouse or Cattle Point due to location 

of a slaughterhouse near the site of wharf (and later Cable Hut). 

1819 Late in the Macquarie administration a substantial stone guardhouse with 

castellated tower designed by Francis Greenway is added to the battery. 

Work on the tower of the guardhouse starts on the July 24, 1819 and 

finishes on October 7, 1820.
18

 

1820 Panorama of Sydney Cove shows the southwest view of the new 

Greenway guardhouse, the flagpole and guns mounted on the battery.
19

 

Joseph Lycett paints a watercolour which shows the front of the Greenway 

building
20

 and the Dawes Point and Fort Macquarie fortifications guarding 

the entrance to the harbour. It also shows a road leading around the 

western edge of the Point to a wharf near the site of the Cable Hut. 

1822 This earliest survey map
21

 of the site after the expansion shows the basic 

structures on Dawes Point: the battery, the Greenway building and paths 

constructed to provide access from Fort Phillip, Lower George Street and 

The Rocks.
22

   

Governor Macquarie describes the site as: 

A New Guard house (stone built) at Dawes Battery and the Battery itself 

greatly improved.
23

 

                                                      

16 Bligh to Castlereagh, 30 June, 1809. HRA, Vol. VI, 521. 
17 Mann, D.D., The Present Picture of New South Wales, 1811. 
18 Bonwick Transcripts Box 1 pp. 411-413. Evidence on plan and construction of Dawes Point Battery 1821: 

Cureton to Bigge. 
19 ‘Continuation of a View from Bunkers hill Including daws’es (sic) battery and Fort Lachlan & South head light 

house’, by R. Read Senr. 1820.  In McCormick, p. 177. 
20 ‘North view of Sydney, New South Wales, Joseph Lycett’, 1820. In McCormick, p. 192. 
21 Dawes Point Battery, Source: SAONSW AO, Map 6313. 
22 Dawes’ observatory does not appear on this map of ca. 1822. It was probably demolished to make way for the 

Greenway building. 
23 Return of Public Works, Macquarie to Bathurst, 21 July, 1822. HRA Vol. X, 687. 
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Year Event 

1826 In a dispatch dated 9 May 1826 to the Colonial Office, Lieutenant General 

Sir Ralph Darling writes to the Colonial Office regarding the defences of 

the colony, 

It has not yet been in my power to make a report respecting the 

defenceless state of the Colony. I shall write on the subject by an early 

opportunity as I am satisfied Government will not allow so valuable a 

possession to remain any longer unprotected. A single frigate could in a 

very short time destroy the Town [of Sydney] without the possibility at 

present of preventing it.
24

 

1827 George Worrell hanged and buried on the site. This is the first reference to 

the practice of execution and burial of condemned prisoners on the site, 

although it may have been well established by this time.
25

 

1829 Robert Burford writes, 

it [Dawes’ Point Battery] is inadequate to the defence of the town against 

any respectable force.
26

 

1832 Execution by firing squad of Private Thomas Brennan, and subsequent 

burial on site.
27

 

1839 A description of the battery states that, 

Dawes Battery is a curved fleche, the length round the crest of the parapet 

being 120 feet; the interior slope is two feet high and retained by a stone 

wall; the remainder of the parapet is formed of earth; it mounts eighteen 

guns, viz., six six-pounders and twelve twelve-pounders; the whole of them 

are en barbette; The site of this battery is considerably above the level of 

the water.
28

 

1839 Arrival of two unexpected but friendly American Sloops in Sydney Harbour 

in the middle of the night highlights that harbour defences are inadequate. 

1840-

1843 

Construction of the forts at Bradley’s Head and Pinchgut commenced. 

1842 A horse ferry service (PS Princess) commenced from the end of George 

Street (now Lower Fort St) at Dawes Point to Blues Point, lasting only 15 

months and recommencing in the 1850s. 

                                                      

24 Cited in M. Austin, p. 151. 
25 Forde, J. (1908): “Old Sydney” by ‘Old Chum’, The Truth, 28 June 1908, article no 38. The “slaughterhouse” 

was established at Dawes Point by 1823 and moved to Glebe Island by the 1850s. 
26 Burford, R. Description of a View of the Town of Sydney New South Wales, 1929, p. 11 
27 Sydney Gazette, 7 April 1832. 
28 Maclehose, J. Picture of Sydney and Strangers Guide in NSW for 1839.  p. 122. 
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Year Event 

1849 An inspectional report of May 18, 1849 describes the condition of Dawes 

Point Battery as being: 

In a fair state with the exception of the old work on the Glacis and some 

breaches on the Sea Border. The only gun-carriage here is in good order 

and there are no platforms unless the solid rock be considered such.
29

 

1853 Governor FitzRoy appoints Colonel Barney to improve harbour defences in 

view of the threat of a European war with Russia. Barney uses Lieutenant-

Colonel Gordon’s report of 1848 which suggested forts at Middle Head, 

Inner South Head and Sow and Pigs reef. Work begins immediately. 

1854 In March 1854 Britain and France join forces with Turkey to fight against 

Russian expansion in the Crimean Peninsula. This has a significant effect 

on the defence strategies in the colony of New South Wales: the 

fortifications of Sydney are strengthened
30

.  The threat also prompts the 

formation of the first volunteer forces in NSW 1854 which included 

artillery.
31

 

1855 Governor Denison succeeds. The British are at war with Russia and 

Barney is ordered to concentrate on the defence of the inner harbour for 

the protection of Sydney: Dawes Point Battery, Pinchgut (Fort Denison), 

Kirribilli Point and the entrance to Woolloomooloo Bay (Mrs Macquarie’s 

Chair) 
 
are reinforced.

32
  

Works at Dawes Point Battery includes the construction of the Artillery 

Barracks, improvements to the semi-circular battery (at this time known as 

the Upper Battery), construction of the Lower Battery (for field artillery) and 

construction of the Officers’ Quarters. 

1856 Detachments of the Royal Artillery are sent to Sydney to be stationed at 

Dawes Point Battery.  The battery is extended to include the Officers’ 

Quarters and a double line of cannon. An upper line, consisting of the 

original earthworks and five mounted cannon on traversing platforms, is 

built.  The lower line now holds fifteen guns of which the two end cannon 

are mounted on platforms.
33

 

1866 Sydney’s main horse ferry service from Bennelong to Milson’s Point 

commenced, ceasing in 1941. 

1870 British Regiments depart from Australia, and the responsibility for defence 

rests with the local militia.  

                                                      

29 M. Austin,  Appendix 17. 
30 McNicoll, R.R., The Royal Australian Engineers, 1835-1902, 1977, p. 13. 
31 Ibid, p. 66. 
32 NSW Legislative Assembly Votes and Proceedings, 1855, Vol. 3, p.1013. 
33 Environmental Partnership Pty Ltd, Dawes Point Reserve Plan of Management, 13. 
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Year Event 

1870s Major fortification works commenced at Middle Head, George’s Heights 

and South Head, forming an “Outer Line of Defence”, the inner line of 

defence progressively abandoned
34

 

1876 Plan of Dawes Point shows a number of buildings on the site. These 

include the Officers’ Quarters, the battery, a barracks, a blacksmith and a 

stable at the northern end of the site. While on the opposite side of the 

road a second barracks, a guardroom and a public baths are shown. The 

appearance of a public baths is the first sign that the battery is slipping in 

importance as a strictly defensive position.
35

 

1879 Construction of the Dawes Point Seawall, incorporating the Cable Hut, 

commenced (photographic evidence: view by Bayliss from the construction 

of the dome of the Garden Palace). Telegraph cables laid across Sydney 

Harbour from Dawes Point to Milsons Point Cable Huts. 

1886-

1887 

The headquarters of the Defence Force is established in Phillip Street, and 

other offices are located at Dawes Point.
36

 

1890s A horse ferry ramp begins construction on the eastern side of the Dawes 

Point sea wall for access to Blues Point (service ceases April 1931).
37

 

1891 Map shows Dawes Point Battery, the Officers’ Quarters, the Greenway 

guardhouse and a number of other buildings on the east side of George St. 

On the west side is the Artillery Barracks, guard rooms and ancillary 

buildings (including stables?). By this stage the Mercantile Rowing Club 

(later moved to George St. as the Mercantile Hotel) is located on the 

Harbour below the battery. The public baths, known as the Public Harbour 

Bath, accessible from the north-western part of George Street, are still 

present.
38

 

1900 With the plague of 1900 and the coming of Federation in 1901, The Rocks, 

including Dawes Point Reserve, is resumed by the Government of NSW.  

Military operations are to become the responsibility of the new Federal 

government, and a prolonged debate ensues on the ownership of the 

Dawes Point Battery. 

                                                      

34 Letter National Trust (NSW)  to SHFA, 20 July 1999. 
35 Survey of Dawes Point Battery 1876, AONSW AO, Plan 1545. 
36 NSW Legislative Assembly Votes and Proceedings, 1887-88, Vol 2, p.1. 
37 A photograph dated 1906 identifies the adjoining seawall and wharf as the explosives jetty. 
38 AO Map 677 



 

February 2014 Dawes Point Cable Hut CMP   47  

 

Year Event 

1902-

1904 

Brigadier General Harry Finn and family reside in the Officers’ Quarters in 

his role as Commandant of New South Wales forces. Photographs
39

show 

Finn with his wife and children standing outside the stone-built Officers’ 

Quarters
40

. A photograph of the interior of one of the rooms of the Officers’ 

Quarters shows the decor to be a mixture of middle-class Victorian 

domestic with military (eg. furniture, cushions, coverings, clock and 

dividing screen with swords and plaques mounted on the wall). 

A photograph from the Finn collection
41

 is taken from Dawes Point 

Barracks looking toward Circular Quay.  It shows the Finn family at the 

battery with horses in the foreground and three cannon in the background. 

1908 Control of the Dawes Point reserve is vested in Sydney Council. 

1911-

1912 

Between these years the Sydney Harbour Trust demolishes the Artillery 

Barracks and other buildings on the western side of George (Lower Fort) 

Street, to create Hickson Road as an access to the new Walsh Bay 

wharves. This part of the site is quarried extensively obliterating all traces 

of the buildings.  

The current retaining wall along Lower Fort Street dates to this year
42

.  

1925 Construction of the Sydney Harbour Bridge begins on the site with the 

demolition of the Greenway building, the battery and associated 

buildings.
43

 

1925-

1931 

During the period of the construction of the Harbour Bridge, remaining 

buildings on the site are used to house the offices of Dorman Long and 

Co., the Bridge engineers. 

1931 The remaining buildings, including the Officers’ Quarters which had been 

used as an office for the Bridge construction workers, were demolished as 

the Bridge was completed and prepared for opening in 1932. Function of 

the Cable Hut as part of telecommunications link is superseded by conduit 

over Harbour Bridge. 

1933 Dawes Point Park is proclaimed. 

1995 Sydney Cove Authority begins trial archaeological excavation of the former 

Dawes Point Battery. Shortly afterwards full-scale excavation reveals the 

remains of the Upper Battery and the Officers’ Quarters. 

                                                      

39 Finn Papers, Victoria Barracks archive, Sydney. 
40 Documentary evidence such as this, as well as a birth certificate (Margaret Cole, daughter of Artilleryman 

William Cole, born 1856) indicate that wives and children of the servicemen were also housed at this military 

site. 
41 Finn Collection, Victoria Barracks archive, Sydney. 
42 Test trench 5 revealed a flight of 17 steps leading from the rear of the Greenway building to the street. A 

former entrance at the foot of the stairs had been blocked with ashlar masonry. 
43 See photographs of demolition of Dawes Point Battery and Greenway building. 
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Year Event 

2000 The Dawes Point Cable Hut was dismantled and moved to the Stone Yard 

of Public Works NSW. 

2001 Work commences on the conservation, reconstruction and interpretation of 

the excavated elements of the Battery. 

2002 November: Dawes Point Battery remains opened to the public. Dawes 

Point renamed “Dawes Point (Tar-ra)” in recognition of the Cadigal 

people’s traditional ownership. 

2009 The Dawes Point Cable Hut is reconstructed by Public Works NSW for the 

Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority. 

2009 The Dawes Point Cable Hut is transferred to the ownership of the Sydney 

Harbour Foreshore Authority. 

 

4.3 Relationship to Historic Themes 

 

Australian Theme NSW State Theme  Associated Elements / Issues  

Developing local, 

regional & national 

economies 

Communication  Two similar structures linking 

communication across the 

harbour. 

 Relationship with signal stations. 

Technology  Access to telecommunication cables. 

 Development of national and 

international communication. 

Building settlements, 

towns & cities 

Utilities  Communication 

Governing Defence  Observation post and relationship 

with Explosives Wharf. 

 

4.4 Curtilage & Setting, Streetscape & Landscape Elements 

The subject site and structure are situated within Dawes Point part of the wider historic precinct of 

The Rocks, located on the western edge of Sydney’s Circular Quay. The curtilage and setting of 

The Rocks precinct is detailed within The Rocks Heritage Management Plan Section 2.4.  

Dawes Point, to the northern end of The Rocks is a historically significant landscape and parkland 

area, rich in archaeological deposits. The promontory affords excellent views of the Harbour to both 

the east and west. 

http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/sydney-About_us-Our_heritage_role.htm
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Figure 5 

Approximate visual curtilage of the site, and related heritage listed items (see below). 

 

Figure 6 

Plan indicating the Lot & DP boundary of the site. The nominated curtilage of the site is consistent with the site 

boundary, as represented by the broken red line. 

 

The Cable Hut is located in a picturesque harbourside setting and sits within a wide visual curtilage 

(Figure 5) including several items of heritage significance such as: 

1. The World heritage listed  Sydney Opera House (Figure 5); 

2. The State heritage listed Sydney Harbour Bridge (Figure 5); 

3. The State heritage listed Dawes Point Park (Figure 5); 

1 

2

 
 1 

3 

4 

5 
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4. The State heritage listed Dawes Point Sea Wall (Figure 5); 

5. The State heritage listed Walsh Bay Finger wharfs (Figure 5) 

There is no identified significance attributed to the landscape elements in the immediate vicinity of 

the Cable Hut, save the Dawes Point Sea Wall.  

 

 

Figure 7 

The Hickson Road retaining wall which dates from 

1911-12 and is graduated in height from 3 meters to 

500mm. Source: Dawes Point CMP, 2011. 

 

Figure 8 

Sea wall balustrading dating from 1911-12 constructed 

by the Sydney Harbour Trust. The sea wall and 

balustrade reaches continues to Circular Quay and is 

itself listed on the NSW State Heritage Register. 

Source: Dawes Point CMP, 2011. 

 

Figure 9 

The Dawes Point Cable Hut sits within the visual 

curtilage of the Sydney Opera House and Sydney 

Harbour Bridge. Source: Dawes Point CMP, 2011. 

 

Figure 10 

Walsh Bay Finger Wharfs to the right and Cable Hut, 

circled. Taken from Sydney Harbour looking south. 

Management of the curtilage should be undertaken in accordance with the Policies of this CMP and 

similar plans of management for adjacent items of significance including that for the Sydney Opera 

House World Heritage Listing. 

 

4.5 Archaeological Potential 

Plans from as early as the 1820s suggest Lower Fort Street was a track that led from George Street 

to the harbour behind the fort, terminating in a wharf or set of stairs. The sandstone feature 

exposed to the west of the Cable Hut during stabilisation works, could date from the 1840s onward. 

It includes several rectangular sockets for wooden beams on the eastern (exposed) side, 
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suggesting the previous existence of a floor or deck.  A large square post or pier remains insitu 

adjacent to the wall and is likely to be associated with it.  

Three courses of sandstone blocks bonded with shell mortar are visible in a section measuring 

almost 2m. The lowest course of stone is wider than those above. Approximately 1.5m of the wall 

has been previously demolished at the far north, possibly during the construction of the later sea 

wall to Pier One. Several services including telecommunications cabling and stormwater are 

located between the Cable Hut and the sandstone wall which are likely to have disturbed 

unexcavated portions of the feature. A plan from 1904 notes the location and size of the wall which 

at that point was still intact. No artefacts were directly associated with the wall. The exposed section 

was in good condition and has been photographed, measured and recorded.  

A section of broken concrete extends from the wall toward the east at a 45 degree angle and 

overlays a large stormwater pipe. While plans from the turn of the century show an entrance or gate 

in this position, the feature is too badly damaged to fully understand its function. There is no depth 

or foundations to the concrete and in section it very obviously butts the sandstone wall, which 

continues in a southerly direction, and is not a part of it.  The original wall appears to be part of the 

rear wall of the Dawes Point Battery compound. The excavated section of wall is of ashlar 

construction, built of similar size blocks and runs in the same alignment as the wall along the 

eastern side of Lower Fort Street. This wall originally extended to the shore line but was modified 

early in the 20
th

 century to accommodate the construction of Hickson Road. An early slaughter 

house and several wharfs are associated with this part of the site and several images show a 

building and wharf, possibly the munitions wharf, immediately adjacent to the Cable Hut between 

1903 and 1930. 

Other features associated with the sandstone wall include a dry pressed double brick structure 

running along the westerly edge and a metal strip running along the top of the wall. Both of these 

features appear to be later additions or modifications in the area and not part of the original wall. 

Neither of them were further investigated as an excavation permit had not been issued for this part 

of the site. It is likely that there were several courses of stone above those currently present as 

mortar was present on the top course. 

 

4.6 Building Description 

The Dawes Point Cable Hut is a circular sandstone structure located within the Dawes Point Sea 

Wall. Built of Sydney Yellowblock sandstone the structure is topped with a timber framed muntz 

metal dome. The building has a clear internal diameter of 1840mm and is comprised of six rockface 

courses with an upper cornice course (Figure 16). The timber framed dome sits on a ring beam top 

plate, rebated to the cornice and bolt fixed. 

The structure is accessed from the foreshore promenade, down three sandstone steps to a single 

leaf door, facing the promenade, and is fenestrated with two windows to the harbour side. 

                                                      

44 Muntz Metal is an alloy comprised of approx. 60% copper & 40% zinc. 
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Conservation and reconstruction works, undertaken in 2009 included the introduction of a 

contemporary glass door as replacement to the most recent non-original timber door, and a 

frameless glass window which replaces a missing window to the harbour side. An extant timber  

 

Figure 11 

The cornice course with rebate for timber ring beam. 

Note vertical steel pins to joints. 2009. 

 

Figure 12 

The timber framed dome and a temporarily boarded 

window opening. 2009. 

 

Figure 13 

Base courses being reconstructed in 2009. Note the 

concrete sub floor slab and relationship to the tidal line. 

 

Figure 14 

The extant window frame with metal clad infill prior to 

conservation and reinstatement. 2009 

 

framed and metal panelled window remains in the second window opening (Figure 14). Minor stone 

replacement works were also undertaken at this time. The structure originally had a timber framed 

floor, evidenced through joist pockets into the lower courses of stone (Figure 13). This floor sits 

above a reinforced concrete slab constructed during the 2006 stabilisation works to the Dawes 

Point Sea wall. This slab sits a course below the timber framed floor. 
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Figure 15 

Plan of the Dawes Point Cable Hut 

 

Figure 16 

Land elevation of the Dawes Point Cable Hut 
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Figure 17 

Harbour Elevation of the Dawes Point Cable Hut 
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4.8 Comparative Analysis 

There are few national examples against which to compare the Dawes Point Cable Hut, as either a 

structure for communication purposes or as a Sentry Box for defence purposes. Further research is 

required to evaluate the rarity and significance of this item against structures of similar design 

(Sentry Boxes) and function (Cable Huts) however such a study is beyond the resource capacity of 

this project.  

4.8.1 Sentry Boxes 

Many Sentry Box structures were of temporary nature and light weight construction. Few have 

associations with permanent fortifications.  

The Sentry Box at Goat Island (Figure 18) is thought to be the only comparable item within 

Australia. This item is of state heritage significance and is associated with a sandstone wall of some 

12 courses forming part of the islands early fortifications and defence.  

Figures 19-21 depict international examples and are presented for aesthetic comparison only. 

Research has not been undertaken into the history and significance of these structures. 

 

Figure 18 

Goat Island Sentry Box constructed c.1830. Image 

c.1943. Source: pic man dl_10042r 
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Figure 19 

Sentry Box, Alba, Italy. Source: unknown 

 

Figure 20 

Sentry Box, Castillo de San Cristobal, San Juan, Puerto 

Rico. Source: unknown 

 

Figure 21 

Sentry Box, Castillo de San Cristobal, San Juan, Puerto 

Rico. Source: unknown 

 

 

4.8.2 Cable Huts 

It is presumed that the Dawes Point Cable Hut was constructed together with a twin structure to 

Milsons Point. These structures were the land junctions of submarines cables which crossed 

Sydney Harbour. It is thought that the Milsons Point Cable Hut was demolished during the 

construction of the Dorman and Long fabrication sheds associated with the construction of the 

Sydney Harbour Bridge.  

These two structures appear to have been identical in their detailing and construction. 
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Figure 22 

Milsons Point Cable Hut 1921. Source: North Sydney 

Council Collection 000-000812. 

 

Figure 23 

Detail of Figure (22) Milsons Point Cable Hut 1921. 

Source: North Sydney Council Collection 000-000812. 

 

Figure 24 

Milsons Point Cable Hut 1925. Source: State Records 

12685. 

 

Figure 25 

Detail of Figure (24) Milsons Point Cable Hut 1925. 

Source: State Records 12685. 
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PART 5 
ILLUSTRATED HISTORY 
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5.1 Introduction 

Prior to European use of the site of the Cable Hut it was part of the domain of the Cadigal people of 

Sydney Harbour. The siting of a wharf here by c1809 suggests it way have previously been a 

logical landing place for canoes by the indigenous peoples of Sydney. The site was subsequently 

associated with wharves, the military and finally telecommunications. 

 

5.2 Methodology 

The general history of Dawes Point is taken from the 2009 

 

5.3 Authorship of this Section 

This section was researched and written by Wayne Johnson and Monique Galloway of SHFA. 

 

5.4 Historical Sources 

This history relies heavily on pictorial sources; maps, plans and photographs, as well as primary 

research from NSW Government archival collections (NSW State Records, NSW State Library etc) 

and newspaper references. As such it is not to be considered an exhaustive study. 

 

5.5 The Cable Hut and its Adjacent Sites 

By 1805 a wharf and shed were located close by the site. Convict boatman Billy Blue was granted a 

license to operate a ferry by 1807, most famously operating from Dawes Point to the north shore 

where he had built a house in 1817, i.e. Blues Point. This route became the major crossing point of 

the harbour, and from here development of the North Shore commenced.  

By the 1810s the point was also known as Slaughterhouse or Cattle Point. The Slaughterhouse 

began operating in 181545 but exactly where it was built has not been located on any maps or plans 

at this stage.  In 1820 the Sydney Gazette reported that the Government had built a passageway to 

Dawes Point to be used when droving animals to the Slaughterhouse.  The passage ran from the 

‘extremity of George St’ towards Cockle Bay and around to Dawes Point.  In 1822 during a murder 

investigation, a constable witness, who was a watchman at the slaughterhouse, said that he had 

detained the accused at the slaughterhouse wharf.46   

 

                                                      

45 State Records Colonial Secretary Index 

46 The Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser, Thursday 15 May 1834, p2. 
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Figure 26.  

‘A view of Part of Port Jackson from Dawes’s Point, Sydney Cove’, 1809.  This view was painted from the northernmost tip of 

the point, in the vicinity of the Cable Hut site (circled) and shows the rocky nature of the area. On the crest is the 1791 battery 

and its flagstaff. (Mitchell PXD 388 v. 3 no. 2) 

 

 

Figure 27.  

A view of Dawe's Point at the Entrance of Sydney Cove, New South Wales. 1818. Site of the Cable Hut circled. (Mitchell Library, 

NSW State Library, PXD 373 /17) 
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Figure 28.  

Dawes Point Battery Sydney. Map c. 1822. At this time the eastern side of the Point was not officially accessible to the public. 

(NSW State Records) 

 

 

Figure 29.  

‘North view of Sydney, c. 1822’ by Joseph Lycett showing Greenway’s castellated Gothick folly forming the guardhouse of the 

Battery. The wharf is reached by a track skirting the western edge of the point. (Mitchell Library) 
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Figure 30. 

 Dawes Point 1831. The dotted line to the wharf could indicate the passageway for cattle going to the slaughterhouse. 
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Figure 31.  

Sketch of Dawes Point .1843. George, Cumberland and Fort Streets terminate at the battery, and a continuation that was to 

become George Street, and later known as Lower Fort Street, leads behind the battery to the wharf at the point. (NSW State 

Records) 

 

In 1834 an iron-gang was used to cut a road to the wharf ‘on the old slaughterhouse’. 

The gunpowder magazine at Goat Island was opened in 1835, necessitating gunpowder being 

unloaded at the wharf for the Battery.  A new wharf was constructed in 1841 for the anticipated 

steam ferry to the north shore.  

 In 1842 the Sydney Herald reported that a good road had been built from the “crown of Dawes 

Point to the water’s edge the declivity being sufficiently gentle to admit of carriages passing up and 

down it with ease”. A stone wall was constructed along the eastern side of the road by 1847 (see 

Fig 32). 
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Figure 32.  

Plan of Dawes Point Battery.1847. The extension of George Street is clearly marked out, with a new wall on the western side of 

the battery terminating at the site of the Cable Hut. (NSW State Records) 

 

 

Figure 33.  

General View of Dawes Point. The stone boundary wall constructed c1847 leads to the site of the Cable Hut. Photographed by 

Colonel Trevor, 1869 (State Library of NSW). 
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Figure 34.  

Plan of Dawes Point c.1876. The 1850s Officer’s Quarters, Barracks and Lower Battery are clearly shown. The continuation of 

George Street to the water is shaded, and the newly completed Public Baths (where Pier One now stands) is shown on the west 

side of the point. (NSW State Records) 

 

From 1870 British Imperial forces were withdrawn from NSW, and a series of new harbour 

fortifications were constructed towards the east of Port Jackson. Dawes Point became an 

administrative and training facility. In 1878 the Colonial government decided to build a public 

promenade around the military compound on Dawes Point.
47

   

In 1880 the seawall around Dawes Point was built, incorporating the construction of the Cable Hut 

which gave access to the telegraph cables leading from this point to Milsons Point. A plan of the 

Point in 1905 (Fig 36) indicates the position of the Cable Hut at what was the north-western 

entrance to the Battery, and hence its “sentry box” appearance and possible function. Between 

1880 and 1911 a number of training buildings were erected on the northern part of the battery, 

accessed from the entrance gates. By this stage the Ives Steps, on the site of the original Billy 

Blue’s wharf, was constructed and which survive today. They were named after the Rocks 

merchant and Sydney Mayor of 1898-9, Isaac Ellis Ives who operated the Argyle Stores in The 

Rocks from the 1860s. 

                                                      

47 Commodore Hoskins to Admiralty, 19 June 1878. PRO- Admiralty 116/828- Admiralty and Secretariat Cases 

1852-1959. 
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Figure 35 

Munitions Wharf, 1904, Dawes Point. Source: Dawes Point file, Victoria Barracks Collection. 

 

After the Bubonic Plague scare in 1900 the Sydney Harbour Trust was established to rebuild 

wharfage in Sydney Harbour. The major scheme was the wharves from Dawes Point, around the 

newly named Walsh Bay, and into Darling Harbour. To service this Hickson Road was constructed 

from George Street (ie the former entranceway to Campbell’s wharf) around the Point to Darling 

Harbour. It also serviced the Horse Ferry Wharf on the eastern side of Dawes Point, and was 

completed in 1912. This effectively divided Dawes Point Battery from the water. At the same time it 

truncated George Street from the water. George Street (as does Lower Fort Street today) 

terminated at the upper bridge level of Pier One (also constructed in 1912).  
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Figure 36.  

Plan of Dawes Point 1905 showing proposed new footpaths around the Battery and the proposed extension of Hickson Road 

around Dawes Point from Walsh Bay to meet up with the road to the Horse Ferry Wharf. 

 

During the construction of the Sydney Harbour Bridge (1925-32) the Cable Hut remained 

untouched, although its corresponding structure at Milsons Point appears to have been demolished. 

It is possible that the construction of the Bridge provided an alternate means of conveying upgraded 

telecommunications lines to the North Shore, though further research may be necessary to confirm 

this. 
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Figure 37.  

Dawes Point 1929. Cable Hut during the construction of the Harbour Bridge. (NSW State Records) 
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Figure 38.  

Milsons Point 1925. One of the few images of the identical cable hut on the opposite shore, photographed at the 

commencement of construction of the Harbour Bridge. (NSW State Records)   
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 Figure 39.  

Detail of Milsons Point Cable Hut. 

 

The Cable Hut remained, apparently unmaintained, until Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority 

carried out seawall repairs and conservation works after 2001. 
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Figure 40 

Lionel Lindsay; sketch of Dawes Point in 1911 (detail) showing the Cable Hut, as well as the Baths and Artillery 

Barracks shortly before their demolition. (National Library) 

 

5.6 History of telegraph communications 

From 1837 telegraphic communications increased exponentially in Europe and the USA. 

Throughout the 1850s the eastern Australian colonies developed extensive networks 

within and between their cities and towns, and in 1855 consideration was given to 

connecting Australia with the rest of the world. The growing network of telegraphic lines 

connected Europe with America in 1866, and Britain with India in 1870. In that year work 

commenced on the Overland Telegraph from Darwin to Adelaide which was completed in 

1872; the undersea cables from Java to Darwin having been laid the previous year which 

connected to India.  

In 1879-80 telegraph cables were laid across the harbour, from Dawes Point to Milsons 

Point. These cables connected Sydney with the northern side of the Harbour and thence 

the north east of Australia.  The importance of telegraph to Australia’s development 

cannot be underestimated.  Mail took months to reach Sydney and was often out of date 

by the time it did, but telegraph cut that time dramatically and the Australian Market 

became open to overseas investment in a way never before available.  This encouraged 

overseas investment and allowed the building essential infrastructure such as railways 
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and the economic development of the colony of New South Wales, the telegraph was 

also enormously important in the development and growth of country towns.  By 1900, 

Australia was the largest user of telegraph in the world. 

 

The invention of the telephone also had dramatic effects in cutting the tyranny of distance 

and this cable hut may also have been built for the access to telephone wires, introduced 

in 1880, and which were in the ensuing years laid across the Harbour from this point.   

 

 

Figure 41 

1859 proposed telegraph routes between Australia and China. 
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Figure 42 

1880s New South Wales Telegraph network. (National Archives) 

 

Figure 43 

1901 Eastern Telegraph Company’s System and its General Connections. 
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Addendum: c1900-10 (?) showing the Ives Wharf shed next to the Cable Hut. (ML GPO 1 still 19768)  
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PART 6 
ABOUT THIS CMP 

 

 

 

 

 



 

February 2014 Dawes Point Cable Hut CMP   77  

 



 

78 Dawes Point Cable Hut CMP    February 2014 

6.1 Context of the Report 

This CMP is an update of the draft 2010 CMP prepared by Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority. 

The document is intended to be read in conjunction with The Rocks Heritage Management Plan 

(revised 2010).The Rocks Heritage Management Plan has been prepared to provide a basis for 

understanding and conserving the heritage value of The Rocks and to assist in preparing individual 

Conservation Management Plans for heritage buildings within The Rocks. 

The CMP is to be implemented as a management document for the Sydney Harbour Foreshore 

Authority. The item and The Rocks are managed by the Authority, constituted on 1 February 1999 

under the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Act 1998. The primary functions of the Authority, stated in its 

Act, are to: 

 Protect and enhance the natural and cultural heritage of the foreshore area 

 Promote, coordinate, manage, undertake and secure the orderly and economic 

development and use of the foreshore area, including the provision of infrastructure 

 Promote, coordinate, organise, manage, undertake, secure, provide and conduct 

cultural, educational, commercial, tourist, recreational, entertainment and transport 

activities and facilities. 

 

6.2 Methodology and Structure 

Process for this CMP   Layout of this CMP (for ease of use) 

Section 1 Project set up and 

consultation. 

 
PART 1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Includes Summary 

Statement of 

Significance 

Section 2 Documentary Evidence 

 

 
PART 2 CONSERVATION 

POLICIES 

Includes Opportunities 

and Challenges & 

Recommendations 

Section 3 Physical Evidence 

 

 
PART 3 HERITAGE 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Includes Curtilage 

Analysis; Comparative 

Analysis and Analysis 

under NSW Heritage Act 

Criteria. 
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Process for this CMP   Layout of this CMP (for ease of use) 

Section 4 Heritage Significance 

 

 
PART 4 EVIDENCE 

Includes Analysis of 

Documentary & Physical 

Evidence. 

Consider use of 

annotated images for 

much of this section. 

Section 5 Opportunities & 

Constraints 

 
PART 5 ABOUT THIS CMP: 

Includes Outline of Brief, 

Authorship. 

Acknowledgements, 

Further Research 

required. References, 

Terms & Abbreviations 

Section 6 Conservation Policies 

 

 
PART 6 ILLUSTRATED 

HISTORY 

Section 7 Implementation 

 

 
PART 7 SIGNIFICANCE AND 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

BY ELEMENT 

 

6.3 Authorship & Acknowledgements 

This report has been complied by Lucy Burke-Smith, heritage architect Sydney Harbour Foreshore 

Authority, including research and contributions from Dr. A. Wayne Johnson and Monique Galloway, 

archaeologists, Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority. Reference has been made to previous 

studies prepared by Mary Knaggs during her time with the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority 

and as a consultant in the preparation of the Dawes Point Conservation Management Plan, GAO, 

2012. Photographs have been taken by the Author unless otherwise attributed. 

 

6.4 Terminology & Abbreviations 

This CMP employs the terms and definitions commonly acknowledged and defined by the Australia 

ICOMOS Burra Charter. 

The Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority is referred to as the ‘Authority’. 

 

6.5 References / Bibliography 

Johnson, A. W. (1999): Dawes Point Battery Archaeological Excavations, 1995, Volume I. 

Johnson, A.W. & Knaggs, M. (1999). Dawes Point Conservation Management Plan. 
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PART 7 
SUMMARY OF ELEMENTS   
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7.1 Grading of Significance 

Exceptional Significance 

Includes fabric that makes the greatest direct contribution to the item’s significance.  This 

particularly refers to rare or outstanding original fabric and spaces of particular historic and 

aesthetic value, and unaltered original elements and features.   

Elements identified as being of exceptional significance should be retained and conserved in situ.  

Any work, which affects the fabric or external appearance of these elements, should be confined to 

preservation, restoration and reconstruction as defined by The Burra Charter. 

High / Medium Significance 

Includes elements and features that make an important contribution to the recognition of the item’s 

significance albeit the fabric may not be in good condition.  This may include elements that have 

been altered, or elements created as part of a generally sympathetic alteration to the building.  This 

category is likely to include much of the extant fabric from the early phases of construction and 

many reconstructed early or original elements wherever these make an important contribution to 

the significance of the item. 

Elements identified as being of high significance should also generally be retained, restored and 

conserved in situ subject however to other relevant factors including technological feasibility of 

proposed works.  Minor intervention into fabric including adaptation and alteration as defined by 

The Burra Charter is permissible, provided that level of significance of each element is retained, 

with an aim not to remove or obscure significant fabric, giving preference to changes which are 

reversible.  

Little Significance & Neutral items 

Includes elements and features which were originally of higher significance, but have been 

compromised by later, less significant modifications. 

Can include additions made to accommodate changing functional requirements where these 

components are generally of neutral impact on the complex’s significance. 

Elements assessed as being of little significance or of neutral value are generally not regarded as 

essential to the major aspects of significance of a building or place, often fulfilling a functional role.  

Both retention and removal are acceptable options, depending on the element.  Any major 

interventions to the item should be confined to areas where the fabric is of little significance. 

Intrusive 

Includes fabric which adversely affects the significance of the complex or fabric created without 

respect for the intangible values of the building.  Removal of elements of this category would 

directly increase the overall heritage value of the item.  

Elements identified as intrusive can reduce or obscure the overall significance of the place, despite 

their role as illustrators of the site’s progressive development.  The preferred option is for their 
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removal, conversion to a more compatible form, or replacement in a way which helps to retain the 

overall significance of the item. These works should be done without damage to adjacent fabric of 

significance. These items need not be addressed immediately. 

 

7.2 Condition Rating 

 

CONDITION RATING DESCRIPTION 

Excellent Element has no defects.  Condition and appearance are as new. 

Good Element exhibits superficial wear and tear, minor defects, minor 

signs of deterioration to surface finishes, but does not require 

major catch-up maintenance.  No major defects exist. 

Fair Element is in average condition.  Deteriorated surfaces require 

attention.  Services are functional but require attention.  Deferred 

maintenance work exists. Attention to condition is required within 

the next 5 years. 

Poor Element has deteriorated badly.  Serious structural problems 

exist.  General appearance is poor with eroded protective 

coatings.  Elements are defective, services are frequently failing, 

and/or a significant number of major defects exist. Attention to 

condition is required within the next 2 years. 

Very Poor Element has failed.  It is not operational and is unfit for 

occupancy or normal use. Urgent attention is required. 
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7.3 Diagrams of Elements & their Significance 

 Exceptional Significance 
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Summary of Elements 

Element Background Significance Condition Recommendations 

7.4 The Heritage Item Generally 

 

Figure 44  

The Dawes Point Cable Hut as looking east toward the Sydney Harbour Bridge and 

Sydney Opera House. 

 

The Dawes Point Cable Hut was constructed c.1884 as one of 

a pair of Cable Huts constructed to Dawes and Milsons Point 

as junctions for submarine cables crossing Sydney Harbour. 

The structure to Milsons Point has since been demolished.  

The Cable Hut was reconstructed in 2009 having been 

dismantled in 2000 due to the destabilisation of the Dawes 

Point Sea Wall. The site was transferred to the ownership of 

the Authority from the Commonwealth at this time. 

 

 

Exceptional 

 

 

Good 

 

 

The Dawes Point Cable Hut should be 

nominated for inclusion on the NSW State 

Heritage Register. 

 

The item should be maintained and conserved 

by the Authority in accordance with NSW 

Heritage Council State Agency Guidelines. 

 

The item should be managed in accordance with 

the policies and recommendations of this CMP. 

7.5 The Setting 

 

Figure 45  

The Dawes Point Cable Hut is located  to the northern end of Dawes Point situated 

on Sydney Harbour. The Cable Hut is located to the west of the Sydney Harbour 

Bridge. 

 

 The subject site and structure are situated within Dawes Point part 

of the wider historic precinct of The Rocks, located on the western 

edge of Sydney’s Circular Quay. The curtilage and setting of The 

Rocks precinct is detailed within The Rocks Heritage Management 

Plan Section 2.4.  

 

 

 

Exceptional 

 

 

Good 

 

 

The setting of the Dawes Point Cable Hut should 

be managed, conserved and enhanced in 

accordance with the policies of this CMP. 

 

Any proposals which affect the setting or 

envelope of the structure should be prepared 

with reference to the environmental planning 

instruments applicable to the site, including 

those associated with the World Heritage Listing 

for the Sydney Opera House.  

  

http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/sydney-About_us-Our_heritage_role.htm
http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/sydney-About_us-Our_heritage_role.htm
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7.6 Archaeological Potential 

 

Figure 46  

Archaeological excavations undertaken in 2006.  

 

Archaeological investigations were undertaken in 2006 during 

structural stabilisation works to the Dawes Point Sea Wall. 

At this time the lower courses of stone were rebedded on a 

concrete slab and a sandstone wall was uncovered, presumed 

to be associated with the Dawes Point Battery. The alignment 

of this wall is now interpreted by stone inlays to the 

promenade. 

Dawes Point Sea Wall Stablisation Works – Sentry Box 

Conservation Archival Recording, 2006, L. McLeod 

 

Exceptional 

 

 

Good 

 

 

The significant archaeological deposits 

associated with the site are to be managed in 

accordance with the relevant statutory provisions 

as well as the policies of this CMP. 

7.7 Landscape Elements Generally 

 

Figure 47  

The landscape setting of the Cable Hut as viewed from Sydney Harbour. 

 

The Dawes Point Sea Wall and railings are listed on the State 

Heritage Register. The remaining landscape elements in the 

immediate vicinity of the Cable Hut are of little significance. 

The Cable Hut sits within the visual curtilage of several items of 

State, National and World heritage significance (See Part 4.4). 

 

Exceptional/High 

(Dawes Point Sea 

Wall and adjacent 

heritage items) 

 

Low/Neutral 

(Other elements) 

 

 

Good 

 

 

Landscape elements should be managed so as 

to avoid impact to the setting or structure of the 

Dawes Point Cable Hut. 

 

The Dawes Point Sea Wall and railings should 

be managed in accordance with the CMS for 

these items and in accordance with the relevant 

statutory framework for state heritage listed 

items. 
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7.8 Walls Generally Minor stone replacement was undertaken in 2009 as part of the 

reconstruction project. The remainder of the stones date from 

the original period of construction. 

Exceptional Excellent Monitor pointing and condition of stonework. The 

exposed nature of the site and relationship to the 

tidal line open it to an increased rate of 

deterioration. 

7.9 Windows & Door The extant timber shutters and frame are early and significant. 

The frameless glass window dates from 2009. 

The glass door was installed in 2009. 

Exceptional 

Low/Neutral 

Excellent 

 

Monitor condition and maintain as appropriate. 

The stainless steel key latches of the door 

require on-going maintenance due to the 

exposed nature of the building and rate of 

corrosion. 

7.10 Roof Structure 

 

Figure 48  

Conservation works being undertaken to the Cable Hut dome at NSW Public Works, 

Alexandria, in 2009. 

The Muntz metal dome is supported by a timber framed 

structure with a circular timber ring beam formed as a bottom 

plate. The plate sits inside a rebate cut into the top (cornice) 

course of stonework. Some panels of the dome were 

reconstructed during the 2009 conservation works.  

Exceptional 

 

Excellent 

 

Retain and conserve. Allow the muntz metal to 

patinate naturally. 

 

Seek to reconstruct the missing vertical timber 

pole to the pinnacle of the dome should the 

opportunity arise. Part 2.3 design & Detailing 

7.11 Floor 

 

Figure 49  

The glass interpretative floor was installed in 2009 and is lit to indicate historic 

communication lines. 

The floor structure dates from the 2009 reconstruction works. 

The form and material of this structure has no significance. 

Low/Neutral Good The interpretative floor should be retained where 

possible. Efforts should be made to mitigate the 

impacts of tidal waters to the electrical 

components of the installation. 
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7.12 Floor Structure The floor structure dates from the 2009 reconstruction works. 

The material of this structure has no significance. 

The floor sits one course above reinforced concrete slab 

foundations which sits within the Dawes Point Sea Wall 

structure and dates from 2006. 

Low/Neutral Good On-going monitoring should be undertaken of 

sea water ingress, especially from king tides, 

and its impacts on the condition of fabric should 

be assessed. 

7.13 New Services Reconstruction works undertaken in 2009 included the 

installation of power points and internal lighting through the 

floor structure. These elements are surface mounted and 

contained within conduits fixed into mortar joints. 

Low/Neutral Good On-going monitoring should be undertaken of 

sea water ingress, especially from king tides, 

and its impacts on the condition of services 

should be assessed. 
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