
GLENMORE HOTEL 
96-98 CUMBERLAND STREET, THE ROCKS 

Prepared by the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority 

February 2014 

ADOPTED 
CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN 

SYDNEY 
HARBOUR 
FORESHORE 
AUTHORITY 



 

 

 

 

GLENMORE HOTEL 
96-98 CUMBERLAND STREET, THE ROCKS 

CONSERVATION 
MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority 

February 2014 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GLENMORE HOTEL 
96-98 CUMBERLAND STREET, THE ROCKS 

CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN 
February 2014 

 

This document is an update of 2006 CMP prepared by City Plan Heritage. An earlier report 

titled ‘An investigation of the Significance of the Glenmore Hotel 96-98 Cumberland Street 

The Rocks’ Vol 1-3, prepared by Robertson and Hindmarsh also predates this document.  

 

 

Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority  

Level 6, 66 Harrington Street, THE ROCKS  NSW  2000 

PO Box N408, GROSVENOR PLACE  NSW  1220 

T: 61 2 9240 8500    F: 61 2 9240 8899 

E: info@shfa.nsw.gov.au 

W: www.shfa.nsw.gov.au 

http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/




February 2014  Glenmore Hotel – 96-98 Cumberland St, The Rocks CMP                          Contents 

 

Contents 

PART 1  EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 5 
1.1 Summary Statement of Heritage Significance 7 
1.2 The Site, its Background and Context 7 
1.3 The CMP and its Structure 8 
1.4 Heritage Listings 9 

1.4.1 Statutory Listings 9 
1.4.2 Non-statutory Listings 9 

1.5 Vision for the Glenmore Hotel 10 
1.6 Key Findings 10 

PART 2 POLICIES & STRATEGIES 11 
2.1 Best Practice Heritage Management 13 
2.2 Documenting Change 16 
2.3 Skills & Experience 17 
2.4 Approvals / Participation 18 
2.5 Use 20 
2.7 Sustainability 21 
2.8 Ordinance Compliance 22 
2.9 Accessibility 23 
2.10 Setting 24 
2.11 Archaeology 25 
2.12 Adaptation / Alterations & Additions 26 
2.13 Design & Detailing 28 
2.14 Significant Fabric (Change, Repair, Maintenance) 29 
2.15 Fixtures & Fittings 30 
2.16 Painting 30 
2.17 New Services 31 
2.18 Signage 32 
2.19 Interpretation 33 

PART 3 HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 35 
3.1 Method Used to Assess & Present Heritage Significance 37 
3.2 Criterion (A): Historical Significance 37 
3.3 Criterion (B): Associational Significance 38 
3.4 Criterion (C): Aesthetic / Technical Significance 38 
3.5 Criterion (D): Social Significance 39 
3.6 Criterion (E): Research Significance 39 
3.7 Criterion (F): Rarity 39 
3.8 Criterion (G): Representativeness 40 
3.9 Statement of Significance 40 

PART 4 ANALYSIS OF EVIDENCE 43 
4.1 Historical Context 45 



Contents   Glenmore Hotel – 96-98 Cumberland St, The Rocks CMP               February 2014       

 

4.2 Outline Chronology 45 
4.3 Relationship to Historic Themes 47 
4.5 Curtilage & Setting 48 
4.6 Streetscape, views and vistas 49 
4.7 Archaeological Potential 52 

4.7.1 1993 Archaeological Monitoring 52 
4.7.2 2012 Archaeological Monitoring 53 

4.9 Building Exterior 57 
4.10 Building Interior 59 

4.10.1 Generally 59 
4.10.2 Basement 59 
4.10.3 Ground Floor 61 
4.10.4 First Floor 64 
4.10.5 Rooftop 66 

4.11 Social & Intangible Values 67 
4.12 Comparative Analysis 67 

4.12.1 Licensed Public Hotels in The Rocks/Millers Point Area 67 
4.12.2 Tooth's Hotels in The Rocks 70 
4.12.3 Conclusion 70 

PART 5 ILLUSTRATED HISTORY 71 
5.1 Introduction 73 
5.2 Methodology 73 
5.3 Pre-European Occupation 74 
5.4 History of the site 1788-1823 74 
5.5 Ownership and Occupation 1823-1914 76 

5.5.1 Section 67 No. 9 (later 19/ 39/ 39 ½ Gloucester Street) 76 
5.5.2 Section 67 No. 10 ( later 21-23/ 41-45 Gloucester Street) 88 

5.6 The Glenmore Hotel (1921-) 102 
5.6.1 Tooth & Co. 1921-1973 102 
5.6.2 Sydney Cove Redevelopment Authority (1974-99) and Sydney 

Harbour Foreshore Authority (1999- ) 106 
5.7 Occupants – Sands Directories (1858-1914) 111 
5.8 OCCUPANTS AND OWNERS: Sydney Council Rates Record (1845-1914) 113 

PART 6  ABOUT THIS CMP 115 
6.1 Context of the Report 117 
6.2 Methodology and Structure 117 
6.4 Authorship & Acknowledgements 119 
6.5 Terminology & Abbreviations 119 
6.6 References / Bibliography 119 

PART 7  SUMMARY OF ELEMENTS 121 
7.1 Grading of Significance 123 
7.2 Condition Rating 124 
7.3 Diagrams of Elements & their Significance 124 
7.4 The Heritage Item Generally 129 



February 2014  Glenmore Hotel – 96-98 Cumberland St, The Rocks CMP                          Contents 

 

7.5 Archaeological Potential 129 
7.6 External Signage 129 
7.7 Roof 130 
7.8 Balconies, Parapet & Cornice 130 
7.9 Exterior Walls Generally 130 
7.10 Windows 130 
7.11 Exterior Doors 131 
7.12 Ceilings & Cornices 131 
7.13 Interior Masonry Walls 131 
7.14 Architraves & Skirtings 132 
7.15 Internal Doors 132 
7.16 Floors 133 
7.17 New Services 133 
7.18 Fixtures & Fittings 134 
 



Contents   Glenmore Hotel – 96-98 Cumberland St, The Rocks CMP               February 2014       

 

  



February 2014  Glenmore Hotel – 96-98 Cumberland St, The Rocks CMP                          Contents 

 

PART 1 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

 



6  Glenmore Hotel - 96-98 Cumberland St, The Rocks - CMP          February 2014 



February 2014 Glenmore Hotel - 96-98 Cumberland St, The Rocks - CMP           7  

 

1.1 Summary Statement of Heritage Significance  
The Glenmore Hotel is of State heritage significance for its historical, scientific and cultural values. 

The building has aesthetic and technical significance as an intact example of Inter War Georgian 

Hotel design retaining many features characteristic of the building type and style.  

The license for the Glenmore Hotel has been associated with two subsequent buildings in 

Cumberland Street, continuously operating since 1837.  The current hotel, constructed in 1921, was 

designed and built by Sydney brewers Tooth & Co. The building’s aesthetic significance is 

evidenced in detailing typical of the period such as face brick work, tiled plinth bases, regular 

fenestration and multi-paned sash windows. 

The historic and cultural values of the Hotel are demonstrated through its continued operation. The 

Hotel remains a working example of changing Hotel operations, legislative changes and drinking 

habits. Physically these changes are represented in the removal of the Ladies Parlour, upgrade of 

bathroom facilities, inclusion of ‘pokies’, activation of the rooftop for use as an alfresco bar and the 

cessation of Hotel accommodation for use as function spaces. The 2012 infill structure to the north 

houses extensive catering facilities in part a response to the contemporary functioning of Hotel 

operations. 

Sufficient archival, documentary and physical evidence remains to allow for the reconstruction and 

interpretation of the original plan configuration and missing architectural detailing, such as the 

pediments to the Cumberland Street parapet (removed c.1975). 

 The site’s history prior to the construction of the Glenmore has strong links with the development of 

Australia’s maritime industries. Initially traders and ship owners such as Captain John Hunter and 

the Chapman family, Captain Frederick Mahler, Captain George Bainbridge lived here with their 

families while they traded in the South Seas. Later part of the site was owned by wharf-builder 

Alfred Whetton, while tenants included shipwright Alfred Myers, sailors Henry Ellory and William 

White, waterman Thomas Waters, and in the last decades wharf labourers such as members of the 

Olsen family. The site’s early history has further associations with members of the Walsh and 

Cheers family who operated pubs in The Rocks and other parts of Sydney from 1798. 

Site owners and occupants such as Harriet Walsh, George Bainbridge, George Atherden and Alfred 

Whetton also owned and developed other parts of The Rocks in the 19th century.  

The Glenmore, along with the Observer, Australian, Mercantile, and Fortune of War Hotels was 

constructed as part of the NSW Government’s post-Resumption (ie 1901) reconstruction of The 

Rocks. Specifically this small group of hotels was not only to provide refreshment for the local 

community, but also places of lodgement for itinerant waterside workers following the 

reorganisation of the local wharves as part of the same NSW Government initiative. 

 

1.2 The Site, its Background and Context 
The subject site is located at 96-98 Cumberland Street, The Rocks, New South Wales. The item is 

located on the eastern side of Cumberland Street and overlooks Gloucester Walk to the east. The 
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pedestrian access to the Sydney Harbour Bridge is located on the opposite side of the street and 

the Argyle Cut and Cumberland Street Bridge are situated immediately to the south. 

 

 

Figure 1 

Glenmore Hotel, Cumberland Street façade. 2013. 

 

Figure 2 

Glenmore Hotel eastern elevation, Gloucester Walk, as 
viewed from the Argyle Courtyard. 2013. 

The site is identified as Lot 106 of Deposited Plan 264104 and is located within the Parish of St 

Phillip, County of Cumberland. 

The site, its immediate surrounds and adjacent structures are owned and managed by NSW State 

Government Agency, the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority, hereafter known as the 

Authority http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/sydney-Our_places_and_projects-The_Rocks.htm 

The identified curtilage for the site is detailed in Part 4.4 Curtilage & Setting. 

   

1.3 The CMP and its Structure  
The overall structure of this CMP is shown below:  

http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/sydney-Our_places_and_projects-The_Rocks.htm
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PART 1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Includes Summary Statement of Significance 

PART 2 CONSERVATION POLICIES & STRATEGIES 
Includes Opportunities, Challenges & Recommendations 

PART 3 HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 
Includes Curtilage Analysis; Comparative Analysis and Analysis under 
NSW Heritage Act Criteria. 

PART 4 ANALYSIS OF EVIDENCE 
Includes Analysis of Documentary & Physical Evidence. Annotated images 
are used for much of this section. 

PART 5 ABOUT THIS CMP: 
Includes Outline of Brief, Authorship. Acknowledgements, Further 
Research required. References, Terms & Abbreviations 

PART 6 ILLUSTRATED HISTORY 
Historical Value as presented by a Professional Historian. 

PART 7 SCHEDULE OF ELEMENTS 
Significance & Recommendations By Element 

This CMP fits within the following hierarchical framework and supersedes previous CMP 

documents. Further information about the structure of this CMP is outlined in Part 5 – About this 

CMP .with Policies for management and change provided in Part 2 – Conservation Policies & 

Strategies. 

LEGISLATION SYDNEY HARBOUR FORESHORE AUTHORITY ACT 1998 
Ensures the protection and conservation of the natural and cultural 
heritage of the foreshore area. 
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/shfaa1998411/ 
NSW HERITAGE ACT 1977 
Is intended to promote and manage the conservation and protection of 
items of State heritage significance. 
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/  

PRECINCT 
MANAGEMENT 

ROCKS HERITAGE MANAGEMENT PLAN 
Although not a statutory document the RHMP provides an understanding 
of the heritage value of The Rocks and guidance to the Authority in the 
conservation and management of the wider Rocks precinct.. 
http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/0B9628D6-B745-
73FA-E1F20F992872ED23.pdf  

ASSET 
MANAGMENT 

CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN 
This CMP sits under the RHMP and provides a framework for the 
management of site specific heritage matters developed in consideration of 
the identified significance of the individual item. 

1.4 Heritage Listings 

1.4.1 Statutory Listings 

The Glenmore Hotel is listed on the NSW State Heritage Register as item 01549 (10 May 2002) 

1.4.2 Non-statutory Listings 

The Glenmore Hotel is not known to be listed with any non-statutory industry or advocacy bodies. 

 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/shfaa1998411/
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/
http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/0B9628D6-B745-73FA-E1F20F992872ED23.pdf
http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/0B9628D6-B745-73FA-E1F20F992872ED23.pdf
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=5053165
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1.5 Vision for the Glenmore Hotel 
The Vision for the Glenmore Hotel is captured by the Authority’s obligation under the Act to ‘…to 

protect and enhance the natural and cultural heritage of the foreshore area.’1 The conservation of 

individual items is one way in which we deliver on this obligation. The Illustrated Burra Charter 

provides background to this vision from a philosophical approach  

One of the fundamental reasons for conserving places is that they contain information 

that documents, photographs, drawings, film or video cannot. Regardless of how skilfully 

a place may be captured on film or how evocatively it may be described, there is no 

substitute for the experience of the actual place.2 

The following new findings have arisen from the preparation of this CMP: 

• The Hotel is to continue its operation as a licensed public Hotel; 

• Accommodation uses should be reinstated to the first floor when the opportunity arises. 

Including the reconstruction of the original bedroom layout; 

• An interpretation strategy should be developed and implemented communicating the 

history of the site and Hotel; 

• Opportunities should be investigated for the reinstatement of the access from Gloucester 

Walk in any future building upgrades. 

1.6 Key Findings 
The following new findings have arisen from the preparation of this CMP: 

• It is considered that the site has been developed to its full potential. There is little 

opportunity for further volume to the infill building to the north or the rooftop of the Hotel; 

• The stair to the former Ladies Parlour, accessed from Gloucester Walk retains evidence of 

the early plan configuration, finishes and interior schemes   

The following areas of additional research should be considered for future management plans:  

• Further research into the social history for the early occupation of the site. 

 

                                                      
1 http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/shfaa1998411/s12.html 
2 The Burra Charter: The Australia ICOMOS Charter for Places of Cultural Significance, 1999. 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/shfaa1998411/s5.html#foreshore_area
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/shfaa1998411/s12.html
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PART 2 
POLICIES & STRATEGIES 
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2.1 Best Practice Heritage Management 

Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority Act 1998 

Management of The Rocks is vested in Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority under the Sydney 

Harbour Foreshore Authority Act 1998. One of the Authority’s functions as stated in the Act is to 

‘…protect and enhance the natural and cultural heritage of the foreshore area’ 3 

The Authority’s Statement of Purpose identifies the role of the Authority ‘…to ensure the 

preservation and interpretation of our natural and cultural heritage.’ 4 

NSW Heritage Act 1977 – s.170 Heritage and Conservation Register 

The building is owned and managed by the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority, Department of 

Planning & Infrastructure, NSW State Government. As a State Government Agency the Authority is 

required to maintain a register of heritage assets under Section 170 of the NSW Heritage Act 1977. 

The Glenmore Hotel is included on this list. The Authority is required to review and update this 

register annually.  

Under Section 170A of the NSW Heritage Act 1977  the Authority must provide a minimum of 14 

days notice to the Heritage Council before removing any item from the Register, transferring 

ownership of an item, ceasing to occupy or proposing demolition of an item.  

NSW Heritage Act – Heritage Asset Management Guidelines 

As a State Government Agency the Authority has an obligation under the NSW Heritage Act to 

operate within the Governments Heritage Asset Management Guidelines. 

NSW Heritage Act – Minimum Standards of Maintenacne & Repair 

The Minimum Standards of Maintenance & Repair were legislated in 1999, under Section 118 of 

the Act to prevent ‘demolition by neglect’. The Minimum Standards relate to weatherproofing, fire 

protection, security; and essential maintenance. 

Policies 

POLICY 1.  

The Glenmore Hotel should be managed in accordance with well accepted 

national and international guidelines, and industry best practice. 

POLICY 2.  

This Conservation Management plan should be read in conjunction with The 

Rocks Heritage Management Plan and Policy. 

  

                                                      
3 The Rocks Heritage Management Plan: Volume 1, 2010, p.5 
4 Ibid, p.5 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/sinodisp/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/shfaa1998411/s1.html?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=Sydney%20Harbour%20Foreshore%20Authority%20Act
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/sinodisp/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/shfaa1998411/s1.html?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=Sydney%20Harbour%20Foreshore%20Authority%20Act
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/sinodisp/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s170.html?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=170
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/sinodisp/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s1.html?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=Heritage%20Act%201977#disp2
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/sinodisp/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s170a.html?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=170
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/03_index.htm#stateagency
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/sinodisp/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s118.html?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=118
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POLICY 3.  

The Authority is to manage the Glenmore Hotel as part of an integrated asset 

management system in accordance with the Government’s Total Asset 

Management Policy and Heritage Asset Management Guidelines. 

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

The following publications should be consulted, in association with this CMP: 

1. The Rocks Heritage Management Plan 2010  

The Rocks Heritage Management Plan is not a statutory planning document, however it 

has been adopted by the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority Board for the purpose of 

providing a clear understanding of the heritage value of The Rocks and to guide the 

Authority in the conservation and management of the place.5 

2. Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter, specifically Articles 2,3 & 29  

Although not a statutory document The Burra Charter is widely accepted as the standard 

for best practice conservation in Australia.  

Article 3 of the Burra Charter encourages the principle of doing ‘…as much as necessary 

but as little as possible.’ This principle should apply to all aspects of decision making. 

3. The NSW Heritage Council’s Heritage Asset Management Guidelines 2004  

This NSW Heritage Council publication contains guidelines for State Agencies to better 

frame heritage management within the existing legislative and policy structure defined in 

the Governments TAMS Policy, the Heritage Act  and the Burra Charter. 

4. Due Diligence Code of Practice for the Protection of Aboriginal Objects in New South 

Wales. 

The Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) is responsible for the protection and 

preservation of all Aboriginal objects and places in NSW. The primary piece of legislation 

which protects Aboriginal cultural heritage in NSW is the National Parks and Wildlife Act 

1974 (NPW Act). In September 2010 the OEH released its Due Diligence Code of Practice 

for the Protection of Aboriginal Objects in New South Wales to assist individuals and 

organisations to exercise due diligence when carrying out activities that may harm 

Aboriginal objects and to determine whether they should apply for consent in the form of 

an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit.  

  

                                                      
5 The Rocks Heritage Management Plan: Volume 1, 2010, p.5 

http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/0B9628D6-B745-73FA-E1F20F992872ED23.pdf
http://australia.icomos.org/wp-content/uploads/BURRA_CHARTER.pdf
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/StateAgency_HeritageGuide.pdf
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/cultureheritage/ddcop/10798ddcop.pdf
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/cultureheritage/ddcop/10798ddcop.pdf
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/legislation/NationalParksAndWildlifeAct1974.htm
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/legislation/NationalParksAndWildlifeAct1974.htm
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Policies 

POLICY 4.  

Decision making must be based upon a proper understanding of heritage 

significance. All decisions should consider, and seek to retain, the values 

identified in the Statement of Significance 

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. All management decisions which have potential to affect the heritage values of the item 

should be founded on a clear understanding of those values. The heritage impact of 

decisions should be stated and evaluated as part of the decision-making process. 

Policies 

POLICY 5.  

This CMP should be adopted and implemented as a key management 

document for the Glenmore Hotel. The CMP should be issued to those who 

manage, operate and occupy the building.  

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. The CMP should inform lease contracts, construction works packages (including tenders) 

and Asset Management Strategies. 

2. The CMP should be consulted in the development of leasing strategies, when considering 

future tenants and identifying future uses. 

3. The CMP should be a central consideration in the development of the Total Asset 

Management Framework for the building. 

4. This CMP should be made publically available subject to security and privacy 

considerations. 

5. The policies and recommendations of this CMP should inform the granting of 

Landowner’s Consent. Proposals inconsistent with the policies of this document should 

clearly demonstrate that they do not present an adverse impact to the significance of the 

item, and that the changes are essential for the ongoing use, conservation and 

management of the item. 
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Policies 

POLICY 6.  

This CMP is to be revised on a ten (10) year cyclic basis or as appropriate to its 

leasing and maintenance cycle.  

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. Irrespective of the cycle of revisions the most recently adopted CMP should be considered 

an appropriate management reference. Previous CMPs may be consulted for further 

guidance. 

Policies 

POLICY 7.  

The Authority is to inspect the building on an annual basis to monitor its ongoing 

condition. The building is to be kept in accordance with the Minimum Standards 

of Maintenance and Repair. 

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. This inspection is to be undertaken by representatives of the Facilities and Heritage 

teams. 

2. This inspection is to be informed by the NSW Heritage Office Heritage Information Series 

Minimum Standards of Maintenance & Repair. 

 

2.2 Documenting Change 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

The Authority maintains a record repository as a resource to inform decision making and provide 

insight into the history and development of The Rocks. The Burra Charter sees this as a basic 

resource for understanding and interpreting that place.6 The following Policy has been developed 

so as to allow the emerging history and development of the Glenmore Hotel to be recorded for 

future generations. 

                                                      
6 The Illustrated Burra Charter, 2004, p.94 

http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/03_index.htm#M-O
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/03_index.htm#M-O
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Policies 

POLICY 8.  

Records, associated with the place and its conservation should be placed in a 

permanent archive and made publicly available, subject to requirements of 

security and privacy, and where it is culturally appropriate7 In accordance with 

Article 32 of the Burra Charter. 

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. Archival recording is to be undertaken in accordance with Heritage Branch 

Guidelines. http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/info_archivalrecords.pdf 

2. Copies of ‘As-Built’ documentation should be provided to the Authority for archival 

purposes at the completion of all projects. 

3. Major alterations should be preceded by photographic archival recording in accordance 

with Heritage Branch 

Guidelines. http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/info_photographicrecording2006.pdf 

4. When citing source material from the Authority’s archives the author is to make reference 

to the unique identifying number attributed to the source by the Authority’s Archivist and 

Records Department.  

5. Photographic Archival Recording was undertaken May 2011 by Chris Bennett 

Photography prior to the execution of the Hotel upgrade and construction of the infill 

building to the Hotels north. Refer to Dataworks Record 793883. 

 

2.3 Skills & Experience 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

Articles 4 & 30 of The Burra Charter encourage the use of appropriately skilled and multidisciplinary 

teams in the ongoing management and conservation of items of heritage significance. 

Policies 

POLICY 9.  

All those advising on or implementing works on site shall be suitably qualified in 

conservation and/or adaptive re-use works of a similar nature.   

  

                                                      
7 Article 32 – Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter  

http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/info_archivalrecords.pdf
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/info_photographicrecording2006.pdf
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POLICY 10.  

Technical input should be sought from those who can demonstrate appropriate 

previous experience in, and knowledge of, works of that nature.  

POLICY 11.  

Any contractor or tradesperson working on site must be informed of the building 

significance and the care with which building fabric should be treated.  

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. Relevant skills required for each project are to be identified early and a project team 

developed to reflect the specifics of the project. 

2. Multi-disciplinary teams should be established to ensure that all areas of conservation are 

equally considered and represented. 

3. An ‘induction’ should be provided by those supervising the works. 

 

2.4 Approvals / Participation 

NSW Heritage Act 1977  

As the Glenmore Hotel is listed on the NSW State Heritage Register it is protected through a 

legislative framework. A summary of these listings is provided within Section 1.4. Under Section 

57(1) of the NSW Heritage Act 1977. Heritage Council approval is required to make changes to a 

State listed property or move, damage, or destroy a relic or to excavate or disturb land when there 

is reasonable knowledge or likelihood of significant relics being disturbed. The Authority has 

delegations from the NSW Heritage Council to approve applications for works which will not 

materially affect an item. 

There are various types of approval for built and archaeological works under the NSW Heritage Act. 

The Heritage Office provides an overview of the applications on their web 

site http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/14_index.htm. The Authority also provides an outline of various 

statutory approvals and requirements in The Rocks Fitout Guide.  

Under Section 57(2) of the Act the Minister may make exemptions for works otherwise requiring 

approval under Section 57(1). Standard exemptions cover maintenance, repair, minor alterations, 

temporary events and installations. Further details on standard exemptions can be found at the 

following link http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/info_standardexemptions2006.pdf 

Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979 

The NSW Department of Planning has transferred some planning responsibilities to the City of 

Sydney. 

  

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/14_index.htm
http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/sydney-For_business-Planning_for_business_projects_and_events.htm
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/info_standardexemptions2006.pdf
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The transfer includes determinations on development with a capital investment value of under $5 

million at Sydney Harbour foreshore sites including such development in The Rocks. 

The Minister for Planning will remain the consent authority for: 

• major development on sites identified on the State Heritage Register 

• development which breaches height limits outlined in the Sydney Cove Redevelopment 

Authority Scheme for The Rocks 

• proposals deemed ‘development’ under State Environmental Planning Policy (State & 

Regional Development) 2011 

 The relevant consent authority should be consulted for further details. 

Landowners Consent 

The consent of the landowner will be required prior to the lodgement of any statutory applications. It 

is important to commence discussions with the Authority and its representatives as early as 

possible to ensure the suitability of the proposal through its design development. 

The Authority’s Landowners Consent Supplementary Guide provides and outline of the approvals 

process. This document helps the applicant to identify the various consent authorities and directs 

them to web sites providing both application forms and supplementary guides which identify 

submission requirements. 

Policies 

POLICY 12.  

No works should be undertaken without the relevant statutory approvals. 

POLICY 13.  

Prior to the granting of landowners consent the Authority should be satisfied that 

the proposal is consistent with the applicable Policies, Guides and Technical 

Manuals and will not result in an adverse impact to the significance of the place.  

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. The following publications will assist in the development of proposals  

a. The Authority’s Landowners Consent Supplementary Guide 

b. The Authority’s Fit-out Guide 

c. Application Guides of other Consent Authority’s, such as the City of Sydney. 

2. Pre lodgement consultation with the Authority’s heritage team should be undertaken to 

ensure that the direction of any proposal is consistent with the conservation objectives of 

this CMP, The Rocks Heritage Management Plan, and the statutory framework controlling 

development. 

http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/A8D06A3F-0D3B-E978-A5AE5CA6EC529C01.pdf
http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/12A70AAF-01B7-843B-4277847E1A35A1D4.pdf
http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/0B9628D6-B745-73FA-E1F20F992872ED23.pdf
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3.  Prior to the granting of Landowner’s consent the Authority should be satisfied that there 

are no adverse impacts associated with the proposal. 

4. A Heritage Impact Statement and documentation sufficient to describe the proposal will be 

required to enable the Authority to adequately assess the potential impacts of the 

proposed modifications. The NSW Heritage Branch Publication Statements of Heritage 

Impact can assist in the preparation of these reports. 

 

2.5 Use 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

The Glenmore Hotel has been in continual use as licensed premises, including accommodation 

since its construction in 1921. The recent upgrade works, 2012, have seen the cessation of the 

upper levels for accommodation. The specific use of rooms, such as the Parlour, has changed over 

time in response to the changing views of society with regard to the segregation of women from the 

Public Bar but also in response to shift in the commercial objectives of the Hotel away from 

accommodation extending the hospitality and function uses of the first floor and maximising on the 

views toward Sydney Harbour from the rooftop. 

The continuation of the original use is a key factor of the significance of the place and is especially 

integral to the social significance of the item. 

Policies 

POLICY 14.  

The Hotel should continue to operate as licensed premises, and readily 

encourage and maintain public access.  

POLICY 15.  

The Hotel should continue to be known as the Glenmore Hotel, retaining the 

name initially attributed to the Hotel at the time of its opening. 

POLICY 16.  

Accommodation uses should be reintroduced to the Hotel if the opportunity 

arises. 

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. The social and intangible history of the Hotel’s evolution should be interpreted through 

appropriate means. Refer to Part 2.18 Interpretation. 

 

  

http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/03_index.htm#S-U
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/03_index.htm#S-U
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2.7 Sustainability 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

In 2009 the Authority adopted a Sustainability Policy with commitments to reduce the carbon 

footprint of its precincts by 80% from a 2000 baseline, with a 20% reduction by 2012. The policy 

aims to achieve climate change targets through: 

• Reductions – increased energy efficiency and reduced energy consumption. 

• Renewables – a portion of energy from non-fossil fuel sources. 

• Offsets – the remainder of fossil-derived energy being sourced from green energy tariffs 

and/or offset through accredited providers. 

In its aim for a socially inclusive and sustainable community the Authority: 

• Acknowledges its responsibility to protect heritage buildings and their cultural significance 

on behalf of the people of NSW. 

• Aims to provide improved tenant amenity through improved air quality, comfort levels and 

natural light, in ways that support heritage considerations. 

In line with this Policy the Authority has adopted a Sustainable Development Fit-out Guide which 

aims to reduce the environmental impact of new construction and building fit-outs. It has been 

shown that the implementation of the measures outlined in the Fit-out Guide have the potential to 

reduce operational costs and improve indoor environmental quality (IEQ) and occupant satisfaction.   

Policies 

POLICY 17.  

All applications for building modifications and fit-outs are to demonstrate 

measures which work toward the objectives of the Authority’s Sustainability 

Policy. 

POLICY 18.  

Passive ventilation is the preferred means of improving internal occupational 

temperatures. 

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. The current conditions and the factors contributing to discomfort should be identified, 

monitored and quantified before the development of any solutions. 

2. Building users and managers should understand the impacts that the ‘use’ of the building 

will have on the existing thermal properties of the building.  If the use will increase the 

levels beyond that which can be managed by passive solutions, and the required 

modifications present an unacceptable level of intervention, the use should not be 

supported.  Refer to Policy 2.5. 
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3. Sustainable and passive solutions should be investigated and implemented to measure 

their effectiveness before the need for mechanical ventilation. 

4. Proposals should reflect both the sustainability and conservation objectives of Sydney 

Harbour Foreshore Authority. 

5. The design of mechanical ventilation systems should be developed from a clear and 

informed understanding of the building’s significance. 

6. The Policies of this Conservation Management Plan, The Rocks Heritage Management 

Plan, the Foreshore Authority Sustainability Policy, Sustainable Development Fit-out 

Guide, ICOMOS Burra Charter and best conservation practice should be key guidelines in 

the design and development of mechanical ventilation systems. 

 

2.8 Ordinance Compliance 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

The National Construction Code (incorporating the Building Construction Code of Australia) is the 

legislative framework providing design and construction technical standards for structural, fire, 

health, amenity, sustainability and plumbing works. 

The legislation is performance based providing a framework of ‘…Deemed-to-Satisfy Provisions, 

which cover established and acceptable practices, or flexibility to develop Alternative Solutions…’ 8 

Policies 

POLICY 19.  

Building Code compliance works should seek to respond to the intent of 

legislation. Alternative Solutions are preferable when ‘deemed to satisfy’ will 

adversely impact on the significance of the Glenmore Hotel. 

POLICY 20.  

Uses which require an unacceptable degree of intervention resulting from 

building code compliance should be avoided. This applies to both the use of the 

entire building and to the use of an individual space within a building. 

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. NSW Heritage Council Fire, Access and Services Advisory Panel (FASAP) provides 

advice to government and private bodies to achieve acceptable solutions for building 

compliance. The FASAP Resource List and further details about their services is available 

                                                      
8 http://www.abcb.gov.au/index.cfm?objectid=959C6DF0-9A12-11DF-A133001143D4D594 

http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/Fasap_Resources.pdf
http://www.abcb.gov.au/index.cfm?objectid=959C6DF0-9A12-11DF-A133001143D4D594
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through the NSW Heritage Branch web site. 

2. Consultants should be encouraged to consider alternatives which present less physical 

and visual impacts but achieve the performance requirements of the Code through 

Deemed-to-Satisfy Provisions or Alternative Solutions. 

3. Solutions which implement fire or smoke detection and active fire suppression are 

preferred over those which respond literally to ordinance requirements.  

 

2.9 Accessibility 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

New building work, should seek to improve access for those with ‘…mobility or sensory 

impairments, the elderly, parents with small children and anyone who is temporarily disabled as a 

result of injury or illness.’ [2]   These works will be subject to the accessibility provisions of the BCA 

which now include the technical provisions of the Access to Premises standards. 

Recent building upgrade works, including the infill building to the north, have greatly impreoved the 

accessibility of the building, including Level 1 and the rooftop terrace, which were previously 

accessed by stairs only. Notwithstanding that the building now responds to the legislative 

framework any future works should be considered wihtin the following policy structure. 

Policies 

POLICY 21.  

Access solutions should seek to improve accessibility to the building while 

maintaining the identified significance of the place.  

POLICY 22.  

Where possible access solutions should seek to supplement existing amenity 

rather than replace existing fabric. 

This may be achieved, for example, by retaining existing door hardware in an 

inoperable state and introducing lever action hardware mounted at an 

appropriate height, or retaining existing balustrades which may be non-

compliant and introducing a secondary handrail to a compliant height. 

  

                                                      
[2] Improving Access to Heritage Buildings, Martin, E.J, 1999, p.1 

http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/13_subnav_02.htm
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POLICY 23.  

A strategy should be developed to address accessibility from a whole of 

‘building’ perspective to avoid piecemeal and incremental improvements.  

An access masterplan should be developed in instances where a project is to be 

staged. 

POLICY 24.  

Improvements should be designed with the potential reversibility in mind.  

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. Improving Access to Heritage Buildings E.J Martin, Australian Council of National Trusts, 

1999 

2. Access for all to Heritage Places Technical Leaflet Heritage Council of Victoria 

3. NSW Heritage Council Fire, Access and Services Advisory Panel (FASAP) provides 

advice to government and private bodies to achieve acceptable solutions for building 

compliance. The FASAP Resource List and further details about their services is available 

through the NSW Heritage Branch web site. 

 

2.10 Setting 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

The Glenmore Hotel sits within a visually prominent location with both the eastern and western 

elevations being readily viewed from the Argyle Courtyard and Argyle Street and the Sydney 

Harbour Bridge respectively.  

Proposals which would impact on the building envelope, including the roof terrace should be 

carefully considered with reference to the significant views and vistas identified in Part 4.6. 

Policies 

POLICY 25.  

Modifications to the building envelope which would adversely impact on the 

streetscape, views and vistas to the Glenmore Hotel from surrounding areas 

should not be supported. 

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

The following views are to be conserved/ maintained: 

1. Views toward the City skyline and Sydney Harbour; 

http://www.environment.gov.au/heritage/ahc/publications/commission/books/pubs/improving-access-heritage-buildings.pdf
http://www.heritage.vic.gov.au/admin/file/content2/c7/HVC015_Disability_Access_dc05.pdf
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/Fasap_Resources.pdf
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/13_subnav_02.htm
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2. Views down Cumberland Street toward the Sydney Harbour Bridge; 

3. Views toward to the Glenmore Hotel from the Cumberland St (Argyle) Bridge, the Argyle 

Steps and Cambridge Street; 

4. Views to the Glenmore Hotel from the Argyle Stores courtyard. 

 

2.11 Archaeology 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

Archaeological investigations have taken part on the Glenmore site in 1991 and 2012 during 

building works. On both occasions investigation was limited to areas that were to be disturbed due 

to direct impact from proposed works, and every effort was made to limit the disturbance of 

potential archaeological deposits. In 2012 all structural remains encountered were preserved in situ 

and reburied. 

The history of the site (5.0) demonstrates continuous European occupation back to at least c1810, 

although it was part of the general habitation area following the landing of the First Fleet in 1788. 

Indigenous occupation of the area is not known, however remains of a campfire and food refuse 

dated to c500 years old were found in situ during the archaeological investigations at the Shangri-la 

Hotel further to the south on Cumberland Street. 

Previous archaeological work clearly demonstrated the high potential for the preservation of relics 

in sub-surface deposits. 

Policies 

POLICY 26.  

Disturbance of the ground should be avoided. 

POLICY 27.  

Relics recovered during archaeological works on site may be required to form 

part of an interpretation installation on site, prepared in consultation with Sydney 

Harbour Foreshore Authority heritage officers. 

POLICY 28.  

Relics should not be removed without consultation with SHFA heritage staff and 

the implementation of suitably approved recording measures. Such items must 

be conserved and stored in accordance with SHFA’s archaeological artefact 

collection procedures. 

                                                      
9 NSW Heritage Branch, Department of Planning (2009): Assessing Significance for Historical Archaeological Sites and ‘Relics’, 
1.0 

10 Higginbotham, E., Walker, M., Kass, T. (1991): The Rocks and Millers Point Archaeological Management Plan. (Sydney 
Cover Authority and NSW Heritage Branch, Department of Planning) 
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POLICY 29.  

Additional services are to be located in existing trenches. New services are not 

to be considered without first exploring options which limit excavation. 

POLICY 30.  

Any potentially encountered Aboriginal archaeological resources should be 

conserved in accordance with the requirements of the NSW National Parks and 

Wildlife Act 1979 and their potential for interpretation considered. 

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. Any works involving ground disturbance must be preceded by a Statement of Heritage 

Impact (SOHI) detailing the nature of the disturbance, assessing the impact on the 

archaeology, and presenting a methodology for dealing with the archaeology. This 

document must be prepared by a suitably qualified archaeologist approved by SHFA or 

the NSW Heritage Office and in accordance with the NSW Heritage Branch’s Statement of 

Heritage Impact Guidelines. 

2. The Glenmore Hotel is listed on the State Heritage Register and where excavation of 

archaeological relics is deemed necessary, application must be made under the Heritage 

Act (NSW) 1977. Application will be made under s57 (1) of the Heritage Act if it is 

determined that excavation will not adversely affect potential archaeological relics, then an 

application for Exemption from the s60 process can be made under s57(3) of the Heritage 

Act.  

3. The publication Assessing Significance for Historical Archaeological Sites and 

‘Relics’ Assessing Significance for Historical Archaeological Sites and Relics outlines the 

responsibilities of the proponent when dealing with archaeological sites.  

4. Roof spaces and cavities between ceilings and floors often contain artefacts stored 

there or deposited by animals such as rats. These can provide valuable evidence of site 

occupation and should not be removed without consultation with SHFA heritage staff.  

 

2.12 Adaptation / Alterations & Additions 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

Recent works to the Glenmore Hotel, 2012, saw the extension of the building footprint into the 

northern yard and expansion of the rooftop terrace and associated canopy. A modification to the 

SCRA Scheme was required to allow for the reconstruction of the Juliette balconies. 

 It is considered that the site is now developed to its full potential and that any additional adaptation 

or alterations should be contained within the existing building envelope.  

  

http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/03_index.htm#S-U
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/03_index.htm#S-U
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/03_index.htm#S-U
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Policies 

POLICY 31.  

Intervention to the buildings interiors should avoid partitioning and the removal 

or alteration of significant fabric. Demolition of fabric of exceptional and high 

significance should not be supported. 

POLICY 32.  

Structures to the roofscape should be set back from the existing parapet line 

and be largely retractable so as to mitigate impacts on views to the building from 

surrounding vantage points. 

POLICY 33.  

Ensure that any future adaptive re-use and infill projects are clearly legible as a 

new layer within the building. While it is important that these projects establish a 

distinct architectural character, new work should not dominate the Glenmore 

Hotel. Such projects should seek to achieve design excellence and use 

materials and details that respond to the palette of the original building. 

POLICY 34.  

There should be no further enclosure of spaces to the rooftop terrace. The 

existing ratio of full, partial and temporary enclosures afforded by the enclosed 

structures, fixed and retractable awnings should remain.  

Strategies / Guidelines 

1. Article 22 of the Burra Charter states that ‘New work such as additions to the place may be 

acceptable where it does not distort or obscure the cultural significance of the place, or 

detract from its interpretation and appreciation.’  

2. New materials should be of a quality and finish comparable with the significance of the 

place.  

3. The recent works modified the original SCRA Scheme, which provides controls on the 

permissible building envelope. The new SCRA envelope is outlined below in Figure 3. 
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Figure 3 

SCRA Site envelope control XXVIII 6 June 1984 

 

2.13 Design & Detailing 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

The architectural language employed for future alterations, additions and reconstructions should be 

clearly identifiable from that of the original extant fabric. New elements should also seek to be 

complement, rather than compete with, significant fabric. 

Policies 

POLICY 35.  

New work should be identifiable as a new layer within the building while 

responding sympathetically to the architectural form, layout and detailing of the 

space. 

POLICY 36.  

Period detailing should only be used to reconstruct removed or damaged 

elements and should be based on physical or documentary evidence 

POLICY 37.  

Subdivision of internal spaces is to be avoided. 

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. Period detailing should only be employed in instances where original fabric is being 

reconstructed and there is sufficient evidence to inform the profile, material and finish of 

the fabric. 
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2. Interventions and additions should be readily identifiable and contemporary in detailing 

and material selection while remaining sympathetic to significant fabric. 

3. Partitioning which is considered appropriate should not conflict with door and window 

openings. 

4. New furniture items should be free standing and self-supporting in their design and 

detailing. 

 

2.14 Significant Fabric (Change, Repair, Maintenance) 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

Article 3 of The Burra Charter indicates that conservation is based on a respect for the existing 

fabric of a place and should therefore involve the least possible physical intervention in order not to 

distort the evidence provided by the fabric. Element specific policies are provided in Part 7. 

Policies   

POLICY 38.  

Extant fabric, both internally and externally should be retained and conserved in 

accordance with its identified level of significance. 

POLICY 39.  

Areas of significant fabric which damaged and missing should be repaired or 

reconstructed. 

POLICY 40.  

Future works should seek to expose rather than conceal significant fabric. 

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. Future Asset Management Systems should identify fabric of exceptional and high 

significance as a means to ensure their on-going maintenance and prevent unintentional 

damage. 

2. All fabric identified as being of exceptional or high significance should be retained and 

conserved. 

3. The replacement of significant fabric should only be considered when deterioration cannot 

be retarded and it is beyond further repair. 

4. The building is to be maintained in accordance with the Minimum Standards of 

Maintenance and Repair, as defined by NSW Heritage Council Regulation. Annual 

maintenance inspections should seek to confirm that the building meets these defined 

Standards. See Policy 7. 

http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/info_minimumstandards.pdf
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/info_minimumstandards.pdf
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5. The treatment of hazardous materials should be documented and undertaken with a 

thorough understanding of the options for retention, encapsulation or removal.  

 

2.15 Fixtures & Fittings 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

The Glenmore Hotel retains a large portion of its original fixtures and fittings in-situ. Elements such 

as door hardware, surrounds and highlights, balustrades and fireplaces are valuable as physical 

evidence and living interpretation of the architectural detailing of the period.  

Policies 

POLICY 41.  

Extant fixtures and fittings should be retained in-situ and remain exposed. 

POLICY 42.  

Missing or obscured elements should be reconstructed or exposed when the 

opportunity arises. 

POLICY 43.  

Should the removal of significant features be unavoidable their removal should 

be preceded by archival recording. 

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. Article 10 of the Burra Charter acknowledges that contents, fixtures and fittings make a 

direct contribution to the cultural significance of the place.11 It is important to maintain their 

physical relationship with the place through retention in-situ. Any removal for the purposes 

of maintenance or conservation works should be carefully documented and managed to 

ensure accurate and timely reinstatement. 

2. Archival recording, as required by Policy 41 should be undertaken in accordance with 

Policy 2.2 Documenting Change. 

 

2.16 Painting 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

The composition of early colour schemes was based on accepted principles. ‘Room colours were 

graded from the darkest at the floor to the lightest on the ceiling. The use of all-over white or very 

light pastel shades is really a very recent trend…The division of rooms was based on classical 

                                                      
11 ICOMOS Illustrated Burra Charter p.42 
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principles. Rooms were individually coloured to reinforce their architectural features or their 

function. .’12 

The existing colour schemes are a contemporary interpretation of historic scheme established 

through physical investigation. 

Policies 

POLICY 44.  

Future colour schemes are to be consistent with historic schemes as identified 

by physical and documentary evidence. 

POLICY 45.  

Painting is to be undertaken without disturbance to or removal of earlier paint 

layers retaining existing layers except in instances where the surface is loose 

and flaking, blistering or chalking.13 

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. The historic colour schemes of the building are presented in Proposed Alterations and 

Upgrading, Appendix 1: Earliest Known Paint Colours, prepared by John Oultram, May 

2010.14 

2. Cyclic painting schedules should seek to reintroduce historic schemes. 

 

2.17 New Services 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

The 2012 project which saw the construction of the infill building to the former northern yard and the 

upgrade of services and operations within the Hotel sought to consolidate and rationalise the 

reticulation routes throughout the building. Redundant services and ad-hoc placements have been 

removed and few additional service requirements are anticipated over the coming years. 

Notwithstanding this future provisions should been consistent with existing principles and routes. 

  

                                                      
12 The Maintenance Series Information Sheet 7.2 Paint Finishes, NSW Heritage Office, 2004  
13 Standard Exemption 3: Painting http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/Standard_Exemptions.pdf  
14 SHFA File: SHFA07-01451 Pt 1. 

http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/Standard_Exemptions.pdf
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Policies 

POLICY 46.  

The proposed upgrading of services should be carefully planned. The 

preparation of schematic layouts is not sufficient; service routes must be 

planned so as not to damage the significant fabric disturb potential 

archaeological deposits, or disrupt significant spaces. 

POLICY 47.  

Penetrations should be concealed within floor and ceiling voids where possible 

and surface mounted outside of these zones. This approach should be balanced 

to ensure that visual clutter is minimised. 

POLICY 48.  

The introduction of services within the cells is to contrast starkly with the original 

finishes of the space so as to be a distinct insertion. The services are to be of a 

more utilitarian and robust design in response to the evocative nature of the 

space. 

POLICY 49.  

The introduction of services within the main building is to be discrete in its 

detailing and positioning. 

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. Future services should be retained within the consolidated reticulation routes established 

during the 2012 upgrade works. 

2. Reticulation routes should be consolidated to minimise the number of penetrations and 

reduce visual clutter. 

 

2.18 Signage 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

The building is currently lit through under awning and rooftop signage. Several outrigger lights to 

the eastern elevation illuminate signage to Gloucester Walk although the building has not been 

identified within previous precinct façade lighting projects. The Rocks Lighting Policy 2009 seeks to 

illuminates the architecturally significant features of the façade, rather than floodlight the entire 

façades. The stripped nature of the building design presents limited opportunities to highlight 

architectural features and any such project would need to consider light spill to the adjacent 

Observatory and potential impacts.  

http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/sydney-Resource_centre-Policies_manuals_and_guides.htm
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The Rocks Commercial Signage and Technical Manual 2013 categorises this building for Type B 

signage – Facades to wide streets. The architectural nature of the façade and use warrant 

consideration of a variance to the provisions of the Technical Manual, however it is noted that the 

Hotel currently employs a substantial amount of commercial, temporary and promotional signage 

substantially beyond that advised by the Technical Manual. The current extent is considered 

excessive and the size of existing signage obstructs significant fabric. Future proposal should seek 

to rationalise signage in a wholesale manner. 

Policies 

POLICY 50.  

Any proposed modifications to the nature and extent of signage is to be 

preceded by a whole of building signage strategy, subject to the approval of the 

Authority and appropriate statutory consents.  

POLICY 51.  

Signage should not obscure or adversely impact on the significant fabric of the 

Hotel, and should be discreet in its extent. 

 

Strategies/Guidelines 

1. Fixing methods should not impact on the glazed tile façade fronting Cumberland Street.  

This material is easily damaged and difficult to repair. Adhesive measures may be more 

appropriate than penetrative measures. 

 

 

2.19 Interpretation 

Background, Opportunities & Challenges 

Interpretation is an important medium through which to communicate the social and built history of 

the place. The site of the Glenmore Hotel has a rich history associated with previous building stock 

and residents and the fabric of extant structure itself presents evidence of trends in dinking culture, 

such as the former ladies parlour and separate entrance and first floor upstairs accommodation. 

Policies 

POLICY 52.  

Interpretation projects are to enrich the cultural understanding of the early 

occupation and use of the Hotel and the important relationship between Hotels 

and Breweries. 

 

http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/sydney-Resource_centre-Policies_manuals_and_guides.htm
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Strategies/Guidelines 

1. Early painted signage ‘Reschs’ Refreshes’ to the northern elevation, early interior colour 

schemes and the original plan configuration, segregating the sexes, are possible items for 

interpretation 

2. Further interpretation projects are to be developed with reference to: 

a. The Rocks Interpretation Strategy 2006; 

b. ICOMOS International Cultural Tourism Charter 

  

http://www.international.icomos.org/charters/tourism_e.htm
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PART 3 
HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 
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3.1 Method Used to Assess & Present Heritage Significance 
The following evaluation of significance is developed with reference to the NSW Heritage Branch 

publication Assessing Heritage Significance15. The assessment of significance follows investigation 

forming Parts 4 & 6 of this CMP as well as the establishment of the themes associated with the 

Glenmore Hotel. 

A summary Statement of Significance is provided within the Executive Summary 1.1, and further 

detailed statement 3.9. The relative significance of individual building elements is identified within 

Part 7. 

 

3.2 Criterion (A): Historical Significance 
An item is important in the course, pattern of NSW’s or the local area’s cultural or natural history. 

The license for the Glenmore Hotel has been associated with two buildings in Cumberland Street, 

continuously operating since 1837.   

The site’s history prior to the construction of the Glenmore has strong links with the development of 

Australia’s maritime industries. Initially traders and ship owners such as Captain John Hunter and 

the Chapman family, Captain Frederick Mahler, Captain George Bainbridge lived here with their 

families while they traded in the South Seas. Later part of the site was owned by wharf-builder 

Alfred Whetton, while tenants included shipwright Alfred Myers, sailors Henry Ellory and William 

White, waterman Thomas Waters, and in the last decades wharf labourers such as members of the 

Olsen family. The site’s early history has further associations with members of the Walsh and 

Cheers family who operated pubs in The Rocks and other parts of Sydney from 1798. 

Site owners and occupants such as Harriet Walsh, George Bainbridge, George Atherden and Alfred 

Whetton also owned and developed other parts of The Rocks in the 19th century.  

The Glenmore, along with the Observer, Australian, Mercantile, and Fortune of War Hotels was 

constructed as part of the NSW Government’s post-Resumption (ie 1901) reconstruction of The 

Rocks. Specifically this small group of hotels was not only to provide refreshment for the local 

community, but also places of lodgement for itinerant waterside workers following the 

reorganisation of the local wharves as part of the same NSW Government initiative. 

 

The Glenmore Hotel meets this criterion at a STATE level. 

The historical significance of Glenmore Hotel is demonstrated by: 

• Associations with NSW Government resumptions and the subsequent development of 

several pubs managed by commercial breweries; 

• Accommodation for itinerant waterside  workers; 

                                                      
15 http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/assessingheritagesignificance.pdf NSW Heritage Office 2001 

http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/assessingheritagesignificance.pdf
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/docs/assessingheritagesignificance.pdf
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3.3 Criterion (B): Associational Significance 
An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person or group of persons, of 

importance in NSW’s or the local area’s cultural or natural history. 

The Glenmore Hotel was designed for Tooth & Co Brewers, Sydney’s oldest brewing company.  

Tooth & Co. have strong presence and history with The Rocks having notable associations with the 

Fortune of War, ASN and Australian Hotels. 

The site of the Hotel was identified in 1913 as part of major landscape works which involved the re-

alignment of Cumberland and Gloucester Streets, the construction of the bridge over Argyle Street, 

and the construction of the Argyle Stairs.  These works pre-empt the design and construction of the 

Sydney Harbour Bridge. 

The Glenmore Hotel meets this criterion at a LOCAL level. 

 

The associational significance of Glenmore Hotel is demonstrated by: 

• The site being earmarked as part of the urban planning associated with the Argyle 

Bridge, pre-emptive of the design and construction of the Sydney Harbour Bridge. 

 

3.4 Criterion (C): Aesthetic / Technical Significance 
An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or 

technical achievement in NSW or the local area. 

The Glenmore Hotel makes a significant contribution to the historic streetscape of The Rocks and 

Cumberland Street. The building is a visual landmark within The Rocks owing to its prominent 

location and is readily seen from the Harbour Bridge, Argyle Courtyard, Argyle and Cumberland 

Streets.  

The Hotel retains key aesthetic characteristics of Hotel design typical to Tooth & Co. buildings, such 

as glazed tiles to the plinth level; simple boxed awnings exposed brickwork and rendered detailing. 

The building has been subject to several periods of alteration, including the recent 2012 works 

which included changes to the configuration of the first floor rooms, originally designed as 

accommodation, and the infill development to the northern yard and rooftop. The building retains 

however sufficient archival, documentary and physical evidence to allow for the reconstruction and 

interpretation of the original plan configuration and missing architectural detailing, such as the 

cornice to the Cumberland Street parapet (removed c.1975)  

The Glenmore Hotel meets this criterion at a LOCAL level. 

 

The aesthetic significance of the Glenmore Hotel is demonstrated by: 

• The extant glazed tiles to the Cumberland Street elevation, which date from the original 

construction; 
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• Reconstructed Juliet balconies which interpret the form and aesthetic of the original 

rendered elements removed c.1975; 

 

3.5 Criterion (D): Social Significance 
An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in NSW or 

the local area for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. 

Although the Glenmore Hotel has strong association with residents and visitors to Sydney as a well 

situated Hotel offering alfresco entertainment with distinctive harbour views the Hotel is not 

esteemed for its cultural values or sense of identity. 

The Glenmore Hotel does not meet this criterion. 

 

3.6 Criterion (E): Research Significance 
An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of NSW’s or the 

local area’s cultural or natural history. 

The site has the potential to yield information and archaeological remains from pre-European 

colonisation through to recent times. In particular evidence from the site can provide information on 

the former (pre-1912) alignment of Gloucester and Cumberland Streets and their immediate vicinity.   

The Glenmore Hotel meets this criterion at a STATE level. 

 

The archaeological significance of Glenmore Hotel is demonstrated by: 

• Intact archaeological deposits have the potential to inform about the former structures 

and lives of the occupants of the site to at least the earliest days of the colony. 

• Potential undisturbed soil profiles can provide palynological data as to pre-European 

flora, and other early ecological data in the vicinity. 

 

3.7 Criterion (F): Rarity 
An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of NSW’s or the local area’s cultural or 

natural history. 

The Glenmore Hotel is rare as an example of post-plague Inter-War construction in The Rocks 

during what was an otherwise quiet period for the construction of buildings in the precinct at this 

time. It is not considered that the item is rare in a broader context as there remains extensive 

numbers of Inter-War Hotels throughout the Inner City and surrounding suburbs. 

While the type and proliferation of such Hotels was common in areas such as the Inner West of 

Sydney and east of the City prior to and immediately after World War II changes in social practices, 
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such as the six o’clock swill and an increase on the pressures of urban density and residential 

accommodation have seen the closure, and adaptive re-use of many Hotels. The Rocks, and 

Millers Point to a degree, have retained a larger portion of operating licensed premises, and in this 

context the Glenmore Hotel is considered a representative rather than rare example of its type. 

The Glenmore Hotel meets this criterion at a LOCAL level. 

 

The rarity of Glenmore Hotel is demonstrated by: 

• This is one of the highest parts of The Rocks with intact archaeological and natural 

palynological deposits. It is considered rare as surrounding sites have been severely 

disturbed by quarrying and modern construction.  

• The hotel is rare as it is one of a small number of buildings constructed in The Rocks 

between 1918 and 1970.  

 

3.8 Criterion (G): Representativeness 
An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of NSW’s or the local 

area’s cultural or natural places, or cultural or natural environments. 

The Glenmore Hotel is a good representative example of an Inter War Hotel demonstrating many 

characteristics of Hotel design and planning of the period. The Hotel retains evidence of first floor 

accommodation and ground floor planning of the bar areas including remnants of the ladies parlour 

with segregated entrance from Gloucester Walk. Modifications to the buildings layout are 

representative of changing drinking habit of public bar facilities and the gradual reduction of 

‘genteel’ drinking in parlours. 

The Glenmore Hotel meets this criterion at a STATE level. 

 

The representativeness of Glenmore Hotel is demonstrated by: 

• The ability of the plan form to represent the history and change in trend of public bars 

with accommodation from the Inter War period; 

• The design features typical of Hotels constructed in association with breweries; 

• Its retention of many aesthetic characteristics of Hotels in the Inner City area, 

constructed to serve the working class.  

 

3.9 Statement of Significance 
The Glenmore Hotel is of State heritage significance for its historical, scientific and cultural values. 

The building has aesthetic and technical significance as an intact example of Inter War Georgian 

Hotel design retaining many features characteristic of the building type and style.  
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The license for the Glenmore Hotel has been associated with two subsequent buildings in 

Cumberland Street, continuously operating since 1837.  The current hotel, constructed in 1921, was 

designed and built by Sydney brewers Tooth & Co. The building’s aesthetic significance is 

evidenced in detailing typical of the period such as face brick work, tiled plinth bases, regular 

fenestration and multi-paned sash windows. 

The historic and cultural values of the Hotel are demonstrated through its continued operation. The 

Hotel remains a working example of changing Hotel operations, legislative changes and drinking 

habits. Physically these changes are represented in the removal of the Ladies Parlour, upgrade of 

bathroom facilities, inclusion of ‘pokies’, activation of the rooftop for use as an alfresco bar and the 

cessation of Hotel accommodation for use as function spaces. The 2012 infill structure to the north 

houses extensive catering facilities in part a response to the contemporary functioning of Hotel 

operations. 

Sufficient archival, documentary and physical evidence remains to allow for the reconstruction and 

interpretation of the original plan configuration and missing architectural detailing, such as the 

pediments to the Cumberland Street parapet (removed c.1975). 

 The site’s history prior to the construction of the Glenmore has strong links with the development of 

Australia’s maritime industries. Initially traders and ship owners such as Captain John Hunter and 

the Chapman family, Captain Frederick Mahler, Captain George Bainbridge lived here with their 

families while they traded in the South Seas. Later part of the site was owned by wharf-builder 

Alfred Whetton, while tenants included shipwright Alfred Myers, sailors Henry Ellory and William 

White, waterman Thomas Waters, and in the last decades wharf labourers such as members of the 

Olsen family. The site’s early history has further associations with members of the Walsh and 

Cheers family who operated pubs in The Rocks and other parts of Sydney from 1798. 

Site owners and occupants such as Harriet Walsh, George Bainbridge, George Atherden and Alfred 

Whetton also owned and developed other parts of The Rocks in the 19th century.  

The Glenmore, along with the Observer, Australian, Mercantile, and Fortune of War Hotels was 

constructed as part of the NSW Government’s post-Resumption (ie 1901) reconstruction of The 

Rocks. Specifically this small group of hotels was not only to provide refreshment for the local 

community, but also places of lodgement for itinerant waterside workers following the 

reorganisation of the local wharves as part of the same NSW Government initiative. 

  



42  Glenmore Hotel - 96-98 Cumberland St, The Rocks - CMP          February 2014 
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PART 4 
ANALYSIS OF EVIDENCE 
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4.1 Historical Context 
The history of the subject site and building should be read with reference to the broader contextual 

history of The Rocks precinct. An overview of the history of The Rocks can be found within The 

Rocks Heritage Management Plan and publication such as Anchored in a Small Cove. – A history 

and archaeology of The Rocks, Sydney, Sydney Cove Authority, 1997.  

 

4.2 Outline Chronology 
The site has historically been referenced by various street addresses, summarised as: 

• Section 67, Nos 8 & 9     (1835+) 

• 19-25 Gloucester St (c1858-80) 

• 39-45 Gloucester Street (1880-1889) 

• 39½-45 Gloucester Street (1890-1914) 

• 96-98 Cumberland Street (York Street North 1914-72) (1914-present)   

•  

Date Environment Site 

Pre-1788 Gadigal country  

1788 The ridges of The Rocks utilised 
by convicts of the First Fleet to 
build their huts and later houses. 

 

c1808 Buildings indicated in the vicinity 
in paintings of The Rocks by John 
Eyre. 

 

c1814 The name “Bunker’s Hill” applied 
to the area in general, after 
nearby landholder Captain Eber 
Bunker who was in residence by 
1810. The Sydney Gazette in 
June 1814 first refers to the locale 
by this name. 

 

1823  Harper’s Plan shows buildings on the site. 
William Walsh senior purchases Section 
67, No 9 from Margaret Sheppy. 

1835  Harriet Walsh officially granted Section 67 
No 9. Captain John Hunter officially 
granted Section 67, No 10.  

http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/0B9628D6-B745-73FA-E1F20F992872ED23.pdf
http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/0B9628D6-B745-73FA-E1F20F992872ED23.pdf


46  Glenmore Hotel - 96-98 Cumberland St, The Rocks - CMP          February 2014 

Date Environment Site 

1837 Glenmore Cottage Inn 
commences operation on western 
side of Cumberland Street, close 
to current Glenmore Hotel site. 

 

1840s  The houses on the site leased to various 
occupants. 

c1845  Hunter’s property passes to brother-in-law 
James Chapman. 

1847  Chapman’s property passes to Captain 
George Bainbridge. 

c1852  Walsh’s property passes to George 
Atherden. 

1850s-
1914 

 All properties tenanted; generally 
maritime-based trades 

1879  Atherden’s property passes to Frederick 
Smith. 

1893  Bainbridge’s property passes to Alfred 
Whetton. 

c1902   NSW Government resumes Smith’s and 
Whetton’s properties. 

1912-14 Cumberland and Gloucester 
Streets realigned. Cumberland 
and Gloucester Streets bridges 
over Argyle Street demolished 
and replaced by one bridge 
(Cumberland Street). Argyle 
Stairs constructed, Gloucester 
Street North at the subject site 
becomes a footpath from the 
Argyle Stairs to No 8 Gloucester 
Street. 
Initial plans to relocate Glenmore 
Hotel from the western side of 
Cumberland Street. 

 

1914  All buildings demolished. 

1919  Tooth and Co approached to lease the site 
for 50 years and build a new hotel. 

1921  Glenmore Hotel constructed for Tooth & 
Co. 
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Date Environment Site 

1925-32 Construction of Sydney Harbour 
Bridge and Bradfield Highway on 
western side of Cumberland 
Street. 

 

1970   At expiry of Tooth’s lease the Sydney 
Cove Redevelopment Authority resumes 
the Glenmore Hotel. 

 

4.3 Relationship to Historic Themes 
The significant values of a heritage item and its setting can be related to a number of key historical 

themes, as identified below.  The Australian and State historical themes have been taken 

from Assessing Historical Importance: A Guide to State Heritage Register Criterion A (NSW 

Heritage Office 2006)   

 

Australian Theme NSW State Theme  Associated Elements / Issues  
Developing local, 
regional and national 
economies 

Commerce Continuous liquor license  
Paid accommodation 
Historical association of site in 
19th century with trade and 
maritime industries 

Building settlements, 
towns and cities 

Towns, suburbs and 
villages 

Site created by the urban 
realignment of streets in the 
planning and construction of the 
Sydney Harbour Bridge 

Building settlements, 
towns and cities 

Accommodation Hotel accommodation to upper 
levels of the Hotel 

Developing 
Australia’s cultural 
life 

Leisure Operation as a Hotel and social 
venue 

 

  

http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/03_index.htm
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4.5 Curtilage & Setting 
The subject site and building are situated within the historic Rocks precinct on the western edge of 

Sydney’s Circular Quay. The curtilage and setting of The Rocks precinct is detailed within The 

Rocks Heritage Management Plan Section 2.4.  

The site itself is located to the western boundary of The Rocks precinct.  The building is situated 

amongst several State heritage listed items   

The northern site boundary abuts Immigration House, a 1989 office and residential building, 

originally constructed, but never functioning, as a Hotel. The building is constructed to the 

boundaries of the three remaining lot lines, with each of these elevations visible within the 

streetscape 

 

Figure 4  

The Glenmore Hotel site, located at 96-98 Cumberland St, The Rocks Source: http://imagery.maps.nsw.gov.au/ 

http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/sydney-About_us-Our_heritage_role.htm
http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/sydney-About_us-Our_heritage_role.htm
http://imagery.maps.nsw.gov.au/
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Figure 5 

Plan indicating the Lot & DP boundary of the site (green dashed line) and the nominated curtilage for the site. 

 

4.6 Streetscape, views and vistas 
The Glenmore Hotel makes a significant contribution to the historic streetscape of The Rocks and 

Cumberland Street. The building presents to both Cumberland Street and Gloucester Walk, with the 

principle entry being to Cumberland Street, and fire egress and service access via Gloucester 

Walk. From Gloucester Walk the Argyle Steps continue to Cumberland Street. These steps date 

from the 1912 construction of the State heritage significant Cumberland Street bridge (also known 

as the Argyle Bridge). 

The building is a visual landmark within The Rocks owing to its prominent location. The western 

elevation is readily visible from the Harbour Bridge approaches, and similarly the vista north along 

Cumberland Street affords clear views of the Bridge abutments and arch owing to the curve in the 
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Bradfield Highway. The buildings eastern elevation is readily visible from the Argyle Courtyard and 

Argyle Street, and the narrowed southern elevation visible from Gloucester Walk. 

The Hotel’s rooftop affords excellent views toward The Rocks, Circular Quay and the City skyline. 

These panoramas are widely acknowledged as one of the Hotel’s draw cards and the rooftop has 

recently been upgraded to support the regular use of this space by Hotel patrons.    

 

 

Figure 6 

Plan indicating the views and vistas represented in Figures 7-18, below. 
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Figure 7 

Views toward the Sydney 
Harbour Bridge 2013. 

 

Figure 8 

Southern elevation prior to the 
rooftop addition. Dataworks 
793205. 

 

Figure 9 

Gloucester Walk looking toward 
Argyle Steps. Dataworks 793209 

 

Figure 10 

Looking north east down 
Cumberland and St and 
Gloucester Walk. Dataworks 
583112 

 

Figure 11 

Looking south down Nurses Walk. 
Dataworks 706405. 

 

Figure 12 

Northern elevation of the Hotel and 
former Gloucester Walk terraces, 
c1929. Dataworks 31505. 

 

Figure 13 

Glenmore Hotel, Cumberland Street elevation, c.1978 
prior to the construction of Immigration House. 
Dataworks 190485 

 

Figure 14 

View north east from Cumberland Street, prior to the 
construction of Immigration House. Dataworks 48244. 
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Figure 15 

Glenmore Hotel, Cumberland Street elevation c.2006. 

 

 

Figure 16 

Glenmore Hotel, Gloucester Walk façade  

 

 

Figure 17 

Views toward the City from the Glenmore Hotel rooftop. 
2013 

 

 

Figure 18 

Views over Argyle Stores roofscape toward Circular 
Quay and the Opera House from the Glenmore Hotel 
rooftop. 2013 

 

4.7 Archaeological Potential 
Since the construction of the hotel in 1921 limited subsurface disturbance has been carried out. 

Refurbishment in 1993 and 2012 was subject to archaeological investigation and monitoring. The 

following is a summary of previous work and archaeological assessment taken from Steele, D. 

(2012): Archaeological Monitoring & Recording Report: Glenmore Hotel, 96-98 Cumberland Street, 

The Rocks, NSW (for Permyon Pty Ltd). 

 

4.7.1 1993 Archaeological Monitoring 

In 1993 archaeological monitoring of the excavation was carried out of four pits at the Hotel for the 

installation of a fire-stair on the northern side of the building.  Remains of the former sandstone kerb 

and roadway of Gloucester Street were exposed in one of the pits.  These sandstone remains had 

previously been disturbed for the installation of a gas line, but it was presumed at the time of this 
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investigation that further sections of the roadway potentially existed in the study area.  However, the 

report noted that the construction of the present Hotel was likely to have destroyed almost all traces 

of any earlier buildings on the site, and that the study area therefore had limited archaeological 

significance.  It was recommended in 1993 that future disturbance of the study area should be 

monitored by an archaeologist. 

 

4.7.2 2012 Archaeological Monitoring 

The 2012 hotel basement refurbishment works included  

• The construction of an infill room in the existing open courtyard area adjoining the north 

of the Hotel building on the property boundary with No 88 Cumberland Street.  The work 

in this location included the removal of a pre-existing concrete floor slab and the 

excavation through construction materials below and into sandstone bedrock for a lift-

well, the installation of a new grease-arrestor partly set into bedrock, and the provision of 

new services. 

• The demolition and removal of a pre-existing concrete floor slab in a former office (B06) 

adjoining the northern courtyard area, and the installation of new water and sanitation 

services below the level of the slab. 

• The demolition and removal of pre-existing concrete floor slabs in a toilet (B10) and an 

adjoining bathroom (B11) at the southern end of the Hotel basement, and the 

replacement of water and sewer services below the slabs. 

• The demolition and removal of a pre-existing concrete floor slab in the hallway that 

provides access to the toilet, bathroom, and a keg room (cellar), and the replacement of 

services below the ground slabs. 

• The replacement and addition of service lines beneath the existing concrete floor slab in 

the cellar (B01) that fronts (and is below the level of) Cumberland Street. 

A Conservation Management Plan (CMP) was prepared for the Hotel in 2006 (City Plan, May 

2006).  The assessment of the historical archaeological potential of the site included in that report 

was based on the earlier 1993 archaeological investigation.  The 2006 CMP stated that the 

excavation for the creation of the cellar of the current building had destroyed the bulk of 

archaeological evidence of previous subdivisions and buildings.  However, the study area was 

reported to have ‘moderate potential at the Gloucester Street frontage for the recovery of early 

housing and settlement remains especially deep features such as wells and cess pits’.  In addition, 

it was noted that the section of the former Gloucester Street roadway and kerb exposed during 

excavation for the northern courtyard fire stairs in 1993 suggested it is probable that further 

sections may remain on-site. 

The preliminary assessment of the historical archaeological potential of the Glenmore Hotel site 

prepared in 2009 (AHMS Pty Ltd November 2009).provides the following evaluation: 
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The study area consists of parts of one or more allotments that were laid out and developed by 

1835.  At least one of the allotments was redeveloped, in the early1890s.  The terraces were 

demolished in the early twentieth century. The present Glenmore Hotel was built shortly afterwards, 

and construction included a basement at the level of Gloucester Street. The study area may also 

include part of the earlier area of Gloucester Street, which was in existence, in a more rudimentary 

form, as early as 1811. 

Archaeological monitoring of the excavation of four pits for the construction of a fire stair resulted in 

the discovery of remains of a former surface and kerbing of Gloucester Street. These remains were 

located in the pit in the north-eastern corner of the study area, approximately 2 m west of 

Gloucester Walk. Overlying the remains were a sandy deposit containing brick, concrete and ash; 

then a gravel fill, then the asphalt surface of the yard. It was noted that the sandy deposit could 

represent the demolition of the earlier houses in the study area. However, no further evidence of 

these houses was encountered. An assessment of historical archaeological potential was carried 

out as part of the report on the monitoring. It was considered that the construction of the present 

hotel destroyed almost all trace of earlier buildings, apart from elements of an earlier form of 

Gloucester Street, and that significant features are unlikely to remain. 

The earlier assessment stated that the study area comprised the historic Allotment No.12, on which 

a terrace of three houses was built, facing Cumberland Street. 

However, this allotment was actually located to the south of the study area, and is presently entirely 

or almost entirely within the Argyle Street road reserve. The terraces on the northern allotments 

were built to face Gloucester Street. At least the fronts of these houses were on the same level as 

the street, and it is possible that the same level was carried through to the rear of the properties. As 

remains of the street are known to exist in the study area at this level, it is possible that remains of 

the houses also exist. 

Structural remains relating to the pre-1914 alignment of Gloucester Street were observed during the 

2012 works. 

The sandstone road and kerb remains exposed in the three areas of the Hotel basement ….. have 

been retained in situ, along with their surrounding archaeological contexts and deposits.  It was 

decided at the completion of the archaeological and monitoring works to leave all the remains 

stones in place and cover them with plastic sheeting and clean road base materials prior to laying 

of the new concrete floor slabs in the washroom/bathroom, toilet and courtyard.  These features 

were also photographed to archival standard, prior to the installation of the new basement slabs. 

As ….a result of finding these road and kerb remains, it was possible to redirect the new plumbing 

pipes in the washroom/bathroom and toilet so as not to affect the stone in any way prior to the 

introduction of the protective sheeting and fill cover materials.  …. the exposure of the stone 

materials in the courtyard area resulted in the relocation of the new grease arrestor and storm water 

pump-out pit, again enabling the stonework to be retained in its existing condition. 

On re-assessing the former allotments covered by the site, it is clear that the buildings constructed 

thereon fronted Gloucester Street, and not Cumberland Street. 19th century plans indicate that 
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some of the buildings fronting Cumberland Street were in fact constructed on the level of 

Gloucester Street, with an upper storey fronting Cumberland Street. Some plans show a flight of 

stairs indicated in side yards, leading from Cumberland Street down to the rears of the properties. 

From this it is concluded that the basement of the Glenmore was actually constructed on the 

existing ground level of Gloucester Street, and not excavated. It can therefore be expected that the 

archaeological resource in remaining parts of the basement has a high potential for preservation. 

The structural remains of kerbs and gutters uncovered during the 2012 works have been protected 

and retained (buried) in situ (see Figs 19-22). 

 

 

Figure 19 

Sandstone kerb and gutter & new services, from 
Steele, Fig 4.14 (Source: Chris Bennett 2012). 

 

Figure 20 

Sandstone kerb and gutter fabric following excavation. 
From Steele Fig 4.12 (Source: DSCA 2012). 

 

Figure 21 

The grease arrestor pit was slightly realigned when 
structural remains were encountered. From Steele, Fig 
4.32 (Source: DSCA 2012). 

 

Figure 22 

Detail of the sandstone foundation, subsoil and bedrock 
to the east of the grease arrestor, showing 
archaeological potential, and geology, in this area. 
From Steele Fig 4.33 (Source: DSCA 2012). 
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Figure 23 

Overlay of the 1901 plan of the site with the current basement layout (see also Fig XXX)  

 

Figure 24 

Kerb and guttering uncovered in 2012 corresponds with this area as seen in this 1901 image of the site (see also Fig 
19)  
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4.9 Building Exterior 
The Glenmore Hotel is a representative example of the Hotel design of Tooth & Co. brewers in the 

Inter-War period. It features some characteristics attributed to the Georgian Revival style of the 

Inter-War period, such as 12 paned windows, regular and symmetrical fenestration and a break 

fronted façade.16 

As it front Cumberland Street the building is two storeys in height, with a further basement level 

opening to the three storeyed Gloucester Walk façade. The rooftop, originally functioning with 

laundry facilities now operates as a rooftop bar with a mixture of fixed and retractable shade 

structures. 

The Cumberland Street elevation features a centralised awning, four double hung windows with two 

six paned sashes, and three double doors to Cumberland Street, flanked by further single doors. 

This central bay is bookended by bays with pedimented parapets, Juliette balconies17 (Figure 30) 

and highlighted double doors to first floor and pairs of 12 paned windows to ground floor. The 

façade is unified by glazed tiles (Figure 29) to the sill height of the ground floor windows including 

two tone details to the dado and skirting lines. Exposed brickwork features to the remainder of the 

façade, with limited areas of feature render to the parapet and lintels of the booked bays. Early 

photographs depict a unifying cornice with dentils to the bookend bays. This element has since 

been removed. 

The Gloucester Walk elevation is a simplified version of the principle elevation. The basement level 

is rendered and painted; the remaining two upper levels are of exposed brickwork. The facades 

fenestration is symmetrical, with each of the upper two levels featuring eight double hung windows, 

unlike the Cumberland Street elevation the bottom sash is of one pane of glass the upper being six 

paned sashes. Some windows have been modified with timber louvers. The basement level 

contains a mix of door and window openings which have been subject to modification over time. 

Each of the levels is defined by a brick stringcourse. 

 

Figure 25 

The Glenmore Hotel Cumberland Street elevation. 
2013 

 

Figure 26 

The Glenmore Hotel Gloucester Walk elevation, as 
viewed from the Argyle Courtyard. 2013 

                                                      
16 A Pictorial Guide to Identifying Australian Architecture, Apperly, R et al, Angus & Robertson, North Ryde1989, p.152 
17 Both the pediments and Juliette balconies were reconstructed in 2012. 
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Figure 27 

The Glenmore Hotel Gloucester Walk elevation viewed 
from the Cumberland Street Bridge. 2013. 

 

Figure 28 

The Glenmore Hotel Gloucester Walk elevation viewed 
from the Argyle Stores Roof. 2013. 

 

Figure 29 

Detail of the tiled faced to Cumberland Street, 2013. 

 

Figure 30 

The Cumberland Street façade of the Glenmore Hotel, 
2013. Note the reconstructed Juliette balcony to the top 
left corner. 

The southern elevation expresses the triangular nature of the sites boundaries and is the narrowest 

elevation. This elevation also expresses the change in the site topography, being the transition 

between the two and three storey façade. The tiled plinth of the Cumberland Street façade returns 

this southern elevation, as does the brick string course. This elevation features only three windows, 
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a centrally glazed window to the upper level and a pair of openings to the lower level with timber 

louvers and bars to the openings. 

The northern elevation, which remained exposed and visible till 2012 is much plainer, with few 

windows of similar design to other elevations, a brick string course which returns from the 

Cumberland Street elevation at awning level and painted promotional signage to the top western 

corner of the upper level.  

An infill building was constructed to the northern yard of the Hotel in 2012. This element is clad in 

painted fibre cement sheets. A fire door to the original yard wall fronting Cumberland Street is the 

only fenestration to this elevation, and a steel framed external fire escape, again through an original 

yard wall that opens to Gloucester Walk. 

 

4.10 Building Interior 

4.10.1 Generally 

Considering the extent of works undertaken during the 2012 building upgrade the Hotel retains a 

large extent of its original finishes and fixtures and closely resembles the plan configuration of the 

original design of 1921. Extensive archival material allows us to establish the nature and period of 

most interventions. Extant original doors retain their hardware and highlight windows, albeit that 

most glass to these highlights has been replaced, and in some instances Room names, applied to 

the highlights, altered. Ceiling detailing, picture rails, skirtings, balustrades and screens are retained 

throughout the Hotel, and reconstructed accurately where the original fabric has been removed. 

Bathrooms have been upgraded at various times however the Ground Floor Men’s toilet remains 

largely authentic to its original design. 

The following description is referenced to the images below, and employs the room numbers from 

Section 7.3. 

4.10.2 Basement 

Although the plan configuration of the basement remains largely intact the use has changed 

substantially. Originally four bedrooms were placed to this level, together with the cellar, which 

remains, however this level is occupied today by servicing and back of house functions to the 

bedrooms. The most substantial change relates to the stairs, accessible from Gloucester Walk 

which originally provided access to the Ladies Parlour on Ground Floor. The stair itself is retained 

only within the basement floor to ceiling zone, is capped at Ground Floor level, effectively 

encapsulating this feature. This space retains physical evidence of early finishes and interior 

schemes.  

The basement is finished with rendered walls, or painted brickwork and a concrete slab c.1935 

(Figure 31). Ceilings are plastered and battened, except in the cellar which exposes the floor joists 

of the level above (Figure 32). Doors are four panelled timber doors with original hardware retained 

in many instances (Figure 34). 
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Figure 31 

Basement Hallway, B.06, looking south. 

 

Figure 32 

Basement cellar, B.01, looking north 

 

Figure 33 

Basement bathroom, B.03. 

 

Figure 34 

Typical timber four panelled door to Room B.02, with 
early hardware. 
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Figure 35 

Ladies Bathroom, Room B.11, originally a Bedroom. 
Original fireplace and surround retained, with 
contemporary tiled wall finish surround. 

 

Figure 36 

Basement Room B.12, under the central stair. 

4.10.3 Ground Floor 

The Ground Floor of the Hotel features the main bar, Room G.02b. Alterations to the plan 

configuration are readily visible from extant bulkheads (Figure 41 & 42) and include the 

amalgamation of the stair to the Ladies Parlour, Room G.04 (c.1939), and the original Parlour, 

Room G.02c, fronting Cumberland Street, into the main bar area. These areas feature non-original 

timber floors laid over early flooring, non-original tiles to dado line (Figure 44), picture rails and 

plastered and battened ceilings with square set cornices. The bar itself was upgraded in 2012 but 

remains in its original location, shortened in 1973 from the original design (Figure 41). 

 

Figure 37 

The main bar, G.02 b, looking south. 

 

Figure 38 

Evidence of the changes in plan configuration to Room 
G.03. The enclosed doorway is the original access to 
the former Ladies Parlour, the doorway to Room G.04, 
to the left was constructed c.1939 when a ladies WC 
was added to the Parlour. 
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Figure 39 

The existing urinal layout of the men’s Ground Floor 
Room G.01a toilets dates from 1954. Tiled finishes are 
early significant fabric. 

 

Figure 40 

Men’s toilet cubicle to Ground Floor, G.01b, remains in 
its original configuration. 

 

Figure 41 

The main bar, G.02b looking north. The bulkhead 
opening to the left defines the location of the original 
men’s Parlour which was opened to the main bar by 
1975. 

 

Figure 42 

Room G.02a, looking north. This room once provided 
access to the stair from Gloucester Walk, used for the 
Ladies Parlour. 
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Figure 43 

Fireplace to the northern wall of room G.06. 

 

Figure 44 

Door to the Men’s Toilets Room G.01c, from the Main 
Bar Room G.02b. 

The Men’s toilets to the southern end of the bar, Room G.01 (Figures 39 & 40) are largely intact. 

Documentary evidence indicates that the vestibule, Room G.01c, and cubicle, Room G.01b, remain 

as constructed. The urinals appear to have been updated from a trough in 1954 but remain in this 

configuration today. The walls of the Men’s toilet are finished with the original glazed tiles to about 

2000mm. The reticulation of water is via surface mounted copper piping. 

Rooms G.06, G.07a & G.07b are accessed from the northern side of the entrance corridor from 

Cumberland Street, itself to the north of the Bar. Room G.06, which fronts Cumberland Street 

originally functioned as the Hotel’s Dining Room and now operates as the Gaming Room. Most of 

the original features of this room remain, including the fireplace (Figure 43), picture rails and 

associated joinery. The window to the eastern wall, once a doorway to the former pantry (G.07a) 

was modified sometime after 1975. This space is carpeted with neither the carpet nor the colour 

scheme being based on historic precedents. Rooms G.07a, the former pantry & G.07b, originally a 

kitchen have operated as a combined commercial kitchen for several years, however the date of 

modification is unknown. The spaces are lined in accordance with commercial food service 

requirements but it is understood that the original kitchen stove remains insitu. The openings to the 

northern elevation have interchanged between doorways and windows over the years. 

The central stair, Room G.05 provides vertical access throughout the building. The original stair has 

been retained and is supplemented by a secondary handrail to both the centre balustrade and the 

wall line, and tactile indicators in response to Code requirements. The current carpet finish is not 

based on historic precedent although the colour scheme is an interpretation of historic schemes.18 

                                                      
18 Proposed Alterations and Upgrading, Appendix 1: Earliest Known Paint Colours, J Oultram, 2010. File: SHFA07-01451 Pt 1. 
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4.10.4 First Floor 

Accessed by the central stair (Figure 45), the first floor originally provided Hotel accommodation, 

with bedrooms and bathroom facilities off a central doglegged corridor and a living room to the 

southern end of the hall.   

The detailing of this floor is similar to that of the ground floor, with square set battened ceilings, 

picture rails, four panelled doors with highlight windows (Figure 52) and double hung windows with 

six panes per sash. The living room (Room 1.01, Figure 51) is an exception with an egg and dart 

cornice, which was partially reconstructed during the 2012 works. 

Several of the bedrooms have been combined, with Rooms 1.03, 1.01 and the bathrooms being the 

only rooms retained in their original plan configuration. Room 1.07 has been converted to a 

women’s bathroom and 1.05b modified as a bar. Fireplaces are retained to rooms 1.05a, 1.04a and 

1.01. Juliette balconies were reinstated in 2012 as a lightweight framed interpretation of the original 

balconies removed c.1975. The doors to these balconies, off rooms 1.04a and 1.01 were replaced 

in 1965. It is not known if the current doors are an accurate reconstruction of the original. 

 

 

Figure 45 

Central stair, First Floor. 

 

Figure 46 

Rooms 1.02a & 1.02b, looking south. Rooms joined in 
2012. 
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Figure 47 

Room 1.05b, looking south. 

 

Figure 48 

Room 1.05a looking north. Extant original window, now 
internal, retained insitu. 

 

Figure 49 

Room 1.08b, looking south. Note amendments to the 
upper window sash for bathroom ventilation. 

 

Figure 50 

Original timber highlight screen at the entrance to 
Room 1.08c. 
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Figure 51 

Room 1.01 looking south. About half the cornice to this 
room was reconstructed in 2012. The Juliette balcony 
to the right of the image is an interpretation of the 
original balconies. 

 

Figure 52 

Door highlights have been replaced, some with 
modification to room names. 

 

Figure 53 

Room 1.05a looking east. This room was combined 
with Room 1.05b, now a bar, in 2012. 

 

Figure 54 

Rooms 1.04a & 1.04b, combined in 2012. View looking 
south. 

 

4.10.5 Rooftop 

The Hotel rooftop was extensively modified during the works undertaken 2012. The orientation of 

the door leading from the central stair was moved from the northern to the western elevation. A new 

roof deck was constructed to tie the parapets together in an attempt to rectify longstanding 

structural failures, and address water ingress. Glass balustrades were installed to parapets and the 

pediments to either end of the Cumberland Street façade were reconstructed. A large roof structure 

of both fixed glazing and retractable shade awnings was also introduced. To the north the infill 

building to the former yard houses a kitchen, lift and fire stair. 
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Figure 55 

Rooftop bar to the northern boundary of the original 
building footprint. Vie north east, with access stairwell 
to the right. 

 

Figure 56 

Rooftop bar from the chimney looking north. The 
rooftop was extensively altered in 2012 with a new 
floor, waterproofing, balustrades, bar and fixed & 
retractable shade canopies.  

4.11 Social & Intangible Values 
The Glenmore Hotel is an identifiable social destination with The Rocks and is embedded in the 

psyche of visitors, locals and workers past and present. The demographic and balance of these 

groups has changed markedly over time and such values would reflect the changing practices and 

social norms of society. 

Consultation and research should be undertaken into the social values of the Hotel to local 

residents, workers and visitors to the precinct, past and present. The built fabric and original plan 

form and use of various spaces retains the ability to provide further information of these values, 

albeit that these spaces are now altered. 

 

4.12 Comparative Analysis 

4.12.1 Licensed Public Hotels in The Rocks/Millers Point Area19 

Up until the 1970s, licensed public hotels were one of the most characteristic building types 

encountered in the city.  Many of these hotels were built during the first two decades of the 

twentieth century and they were often financed by the major Sydney breweries Tooth & Co. and 

Tooheys Breweries.   

Corner sites were considered particularly advantageous for passing trade, these sought after 

positions had previously been developed for hotels during the first half of the nineteenth century.   

The Rocks/Millers Point area once had a large concentration of public hotels.  Currently there are 

about 21 extant hotel buildings that are either still licensed or have been adapted to new uses. 

Historically accommodation was a key function of Hotels. The Glenmore Hotel retained this function 

until 2012. Today the Australian Hotel, Russell & Fortune of War and the Mercantile Hotel are the 

only Hotels which retain accommodation use. 

                                                      
19 4.13.1 Russell and fortune of War Group CMP, 2012, K. Moutstephens for Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority 
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Figure 57 

The former A.S.N. Hotel at 91 
George Street operated as a 
licensed premises from c. 1891-
c.1983.  It now houses a café.   

 

Figure 58 

The former New York Hotel, 153-
155 George Street (1908) is now 
used for retail and commercial 
purposes. 

 

Figure 59 

The Palisade Hotel, Munn and 
Bettingham Streets, Millers Point 
(1910s), is currently closed. 

 

Figure 60 

The Australian Hotel, Gloucester 
and Cumberland Street, The 
Rocks (1915) is still operating as a 
licensed premises.  It retains its 
original bar. 

 

Figure 61 

The British Seamen’s Hotel, 39-
43 Argyle Street, The Rocks, 
operated from c.1877-c.1930.   
Today it contains a wine bar. 

 

Figure 62 

Johnson's Corner at 229 George 
Street contains The Brooklyn Hotel 
(1912) which still operates as a 
licensed premises 

 

Figure 63 

The Captain Cook Hotel, 33-35 
Kent Street, Millers Point (1850s, 
rebuilt c1910), still operates as a 
licensed premises and also 
contains a restaurant. 

 

Figure 64 

The Port Jackson Hotel (1887), 
operating as the Russell Hotel in 
recent decades, 143 George 
Street, The Rocks. 

 

Figure 65 

The Harbour View Hotel, George 
and Lower Fort Streets, The 
Rocks, (1922), is still operating. 
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Figure 66 

The Hero of Waterloo, 81-83 
Lower Fort Street, Millers Point 
(1845) is still operating as a 
licensed premises. 

 

Figure 67 

The former Shipwrights Arms, 75 
Windmill Street (c.1832) is now a 
residence. 

 

Figure 68 

The Observer Hotel, 69 George 
Street (1909), is still operating. 

 

Figure 69 

The former Young Princess Hotel, 
79 Lower Fort Street, Millers Point 
(1841) is now a residence. 

 

Figure 70 

The Orient, 87-89 George Street, 
(1844, licensed as a pub from 
1853) is still operating. 

 

Figure 71 

The Mercantile Hotel, 25 George 
Street (1914) is still operating. 

Figure 72 

The Lord Nelson Hotel, 19 Kent 
Street, Millers Point (1834, 
licensed as a pub from 1841) is 
still operating. 

 

Figure 73 

The former Hit and Miss Hotel 
(1880s, altered in 1920s to 
become a migrant hostel) at 69 
Windmill Street  is now a 
residence. 

 

Figure 74 

The Fortune of War 137 George 
Street, The Rocks. 
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4.12.2 Tooth's Hotels in The Rocks20  

The Glenmore Hotel is one of a number of Tooth & Co. premises constructed prior to the Second 

World War in The Rocks area.  Others include: 

• The Fortune of War, 137 George Street, 1920-21 (Figure 74) 

• The Observer, 69 George Street, 1908 (Figure 68) 

• The Mercantile, 25-27 George Street, 1915 (Figure 71) 

Tooth & Co. Ltd. also owned/leased a number of hotels in The Rocks not specifically built by the 

company.  These include: 

• The A.S.N. Hotel, corner 91 George Street and Argyle Street (Figure 57) 

• The former Port Jackson Hotel (now Russell Hotel), corner 143 George Street and Globe 

Street (Figure 64) 

• The Australian Hotel, 100 Cumberland Street (Figure 60), operated under license of 

Tooth & Co from c.1930 following a merger with Resch’s. 

 

4.12.3 Conclusion 

The Glenmore Hotel is one of several Hotels surviving within The Rocks area, constructed during 

the interwar period by brewery companies, in this case Tooth & Co.  

Until recently the Hotel stood as an example of a Hotel operation providing accommodation to 

itinerant workers engaged on the waterfront, whether drawn to the wharves as labourers, or ships’ 

crews on shore leave. 

While the type and proliferation of such Hotels was common in areas such as the Inner West of 

Sydney and east of the City prior to and immediately after World War II changes in social practices, 

such as the six o’clock swill and an increase on the pressures of urban density and residential 

accommodation have seen the closure, and adaptive re-use of many Hotels. The Rocks, and 

Millers Point to a degree, have retained a larger portion of operating licensed premises, and in this 

context the Glenmore Hotel is considered a representative example. 

 

 

 

                                                      
20 4.13.2 Russell and fortune of War Group CMP, 2012, K. Moutstephens for Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority 
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PART 5 
ILLUSTRATED HISTORY 
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5.1 Introduction 
Previous histories from CMPs and archaeological assessments and reports of the Glenmore site, 

dealing with the site’s history prior to the construction of the hotel in 1921, have proved to be 

somewhat inaccurate due to their failure to take into account the widening of the Argyle Cut, and 

more importantly, the realignment of Cumberland and Gloucester streets in 1912.  

The Glenmore Hotel occupies the site of three town grants formally registered for the first time in 

1835 (Fig 79), located between Cumberland and Gloucester Streets. Buildings are indicated on 

these blocks from at least 1823 on Harper’s plan of that date (Fig 78). Records associating 

buildings with their occupants prior to the 1830s in Sydney are rare. When formal title to properties 

was granted in the 1830s justification needed to be provided by occupants that they had been in 

residence, or in management of the property, for some time, or else had contracted a transfer from 

a previous occupant who had been in residence or management for some time. 

The three grants of 1835 are, north to south; Sec 67 Nos 9 (Harriet Welsh/ Walsh), 10 (Captain 

John Hunter) and to a much lesser extent No 11 (James Curtis). The encroachment on Curtis’ block 

was minimal, and for the purposes of this history this allotment has not been researched. 

The street addresses have changed over the years, buildings on this site having had Gloucester 

Street addresses. From c1861-1879 the properties were numbered 19, 21, 23 and 25 Gloucester 

Street; from 1880-1914 they were 39½, 41, 43 and 45 Gloucester Street. The majority of the site 

covers the former grant of John Hunter. 

The footprint of the Glenmore also extends partly over the former Gloucester Street (also known as 

Gloucester Street North). The realignment of Cumberland and Gloucester Streets, along with the 

construction of the Cumberland Street bridge over Argyle Street, and the Argyle Stairs, created a 

triangular block that was set aside for the construction of the Glenmore in c1913 (eight years before 

its actual construction). Gloucester Street was narrowed at this time and pedestrianized between 

the bridge and what is now Foundation Park. A new street was created at this point joining 

Gloucester Street and Cumberland Street, and which was removed in the 1970s when the entire 

length of Gloucester Street North was pedestrianized. 

The Glenmore was built in 1921, replacing its namesake (the Glenmore Cottage) that operated 

close by on Cumberland Street from 1837. The Glenmore has functioned continuously since that 

time. 

 

5.2 Methodology 
The identification of the buildings that previously stood on the site is based on overlays of 19th 

century maps, aligned with surviving buildings such as the Argyle Stores. (Figs 82, 84-88, 90-91) 

A list of occupants of the buildings (Part 5.7 & 5.8) was established by searches of the Sands 

Directories (1858-1933) and Sydney Council’s Rate records for Gloucester Street (1845-1945). 

These names, and addresses, were then used to search newspaper indexes and other primary 

records such as birth, death and marriage, and other sources held by NSW State Records. The 
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“potted” histories of occupants is in no way exhaustive, and short to long-tern occupants have been 

favoured for research. Other occupants of perhaps a single year’s occupation may have moved 

within the local area and therefore have a longer-term association with the vicinity, or indeed The 

Rocks in general. The Olsen family, for example- various members of which passed through the 

site, was prominent in waterside and union matters but lived predominantly in Princes Street and 

Millers Point. 

 

5.3 Pre-European Occupation 
The site of the Glenmore Hotel forms part of the traditional lands of the Cadigal people of Sydney 

Harbour. No indigenous sites have been recorded in the immediate vicinity, however at the site of 

the Shangri-La Hotel (174 Cumberland Street) a campfire with food remains consisting of bream, 

Schnapper and various mussels and oyster varieties, was uncovered during archaeological work in 

1989. It is probable, due to evidence such as this, that vantage places overlooking the harbour- and 

accessible to rich sources of shellfish such as Darling Harbour (Cockle Bay/ Tumbalong) - were 

traditional sites for eating, and enjoying the view. 

Early views (see below) show outcrops of bare rock in the vicinity. 

 

5.4 History of the site 1788-1823 
Early land occupation records for the settlement of Sydney are scant. It was not until 1809 that a 

system of town lease recording was instituted. 

The ridges of The Rocks had been occupied by the tents and later more permanent dwellings of the 

First Fleet settlers. The subject site forms the northern end of the Cumberland Street ridge which 

terminated at Bunkers Hill, the name of an area which was sometimes extended somewhat to the 

south to include this site. Bunker’s Hill took its name from Captain Eber Bunker, and American 

whaling captain, who settled for a time approximately 100 metres to the north of the Glenmore site. 

In the 1810s some large houses, such as Bunker’s, were constructed in the vicinity, with views over 

the harbour. In the early decades of the 1800s numerous ships’ captains built houses along the 

Cumberland Street ridge, more commonly on the western side of Cumberland Street in the more 

elevated area to the south of the site. 
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Figure 75 

View by John Eyre, c1808 looking south along the Gloucester-Cumberland Street ridge. The houses in the 
foreground may correspond with the Glenmore site. (National Gallery of Australia, 179617). 

 

Figure 76 

View by John Eyre, c1808 looking south along the Gloucester-Cumberland Street ridge. The houses in the centre 
may correspond with the Glenmore site. (State Library of NSW, XV1-1808-11) 
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Figure 77 

Detail of a painting of Sydney Cove by John Lewin, 1808. The row of buildings in the centre corresponds with the 
vicinity of the Glenmore Hotel. (State Library of NSW, Mitchell Library, 50) 

The immediate vicinity of the site- specifically due west of 100 George Street- was the vantage 

point used by artist John Eyre to create his panorama of Sydney, c1804. Figs 75-76 indicate 

buildings in this general location. 

During archaeological monitoring in 2012 a “dump” or colonial-made coin valued at 15 pence, dated 

1813 was discovered within the north-east corner of the Glenmore Hotel.21 The deposit was within 

what became 19/39½ Gloucester Street or within the fill of the former street itself. These coins were 

withdrawn from circulation in the late 1820s and this example is evidence of early European 

occupation on the site, possibly relating to the Walsh, or an earlier family’s, residence here. 

 

5.5 Ownership and Occupation 1823-1914 

5.5.1 Section 67 No. 9 (later 19/ 39/ 39 ½ Gloucester Street) 

Harriet Walsh (1806-1841) and William Walsh (1806-1834) 

Harriet Cheers was born in Sydney to ex-convict publican Richard Cheers (1758-1827) and 

Margaret Fogarty (1758-1810). On the death of her brother, Richard Cheers (1802-1827) Harriet 

inherited his property, the subject of a contestation in the Supreme Court.22  

Harriet Cheers married four times. Her first marriage in 1821, at the age of 15, was to 45 year-old 

John Neale (1776-1826) by whom she had a daughter Jane (1824-?). John Neale held the 

publican’s license for the Sapling in Cambridge (Gloucester) Street in 1820-21, and died in 1826. 

                                                      

21 This coin was subsequently stolen from the site prior to SHFA being informed of its existence. The identification had been 
made by Dominic Steele, the 2012 development’s archaeologist. 
22 Sydney Gazette 31 Mar 1827, p1 
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Harriet next married William Walsh (1806-1834), the son of free settler William Walsh (1771-

1825)23. Walsh senior had arrived in 1810 and from 1815 held the publican’s license for the Duke of 

Wellington pub in The Rocks, located on the site of Susannah Place. Both John Neale and William 

Walsh senior figured in a trial that involved other Rocks identities in 1820. £853 in notes and goods 

was stolen from the Commissariat at Windsor. Rocks resident, Chief Constable Thomas Dunn was 

alerted to the extravagant spending of local shoemaker William Brown and his wife Margaret. 

Questioned the pair told Dunn that the notes had come from John Fulton, a servant of John Neale. 

Dunn then proceeded to Neale’s pub where he discovered Fulton had concealed rolls of banknotes; 

he took from under the boards a wrapper containing 29 notes of £2 each; 66 of £10 each 

from beneath the bottom sill of the door; and 12 of £5 each from another part of the room, 

being a back room. 

Neale recounted in his evidence seeing Lawrence Fennel, also a prisoner at the trial, in deep 

conversation with Fulton over two days some weeks prior. William Walsh reported being presented 

with one of the notes by Margaret Brown, but recognised its description as part of the Windsor theft. 

Mrs Brown, acting surprised, was advised to retrace how the note came into her possession.  

Several other Rocks publicans reported being presented with stolen notes at this time. Lawrence 

Fennel was found guilty of the theft, and Fulton and Brown found guilty of possession. Margaret 

Brown was found not guilty, being under the direction of her husband.24 

 

 

Figure 78 

A tracing of Harper’s 1823 plan (NSW Records) superimposed on modern. The Glenmore covers the major part of 
the Hunter property, and part of the property to the north (Walsh’s). It is unclear to what extent the site impacts on the 
property to the south (later James Curtis’). 

                                                      
23 SG 30 Jun 1825, p3, Monitor, 4 Aug 1826, p8  
24 SG 2 Dec 1820, p2. Fennel was sentenced to life imprisonment at Newcastle, and later moved to Port Macquarie, and died in 
1827. Fulton was sentenced to 14 years at Newcastle and later Port Macquarie. 
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Figure 79 

1835 survey of the site by Robert Russell for the registration of grants (Sydney City Council Archives) 

 

Figure 80 

1835 plan superimposed on modern. 

It had been William Walsh’s intention to leave the colony in 1825, just a month after his father’s 

death, however there was obviously a change in mind. Seeking to sell his interests in the 

Government windmill for a period of three years, Walsh placed an advertisement in the Sydney 

Gazette, giving his contact address as Gloucester Street which may have been the house on part of 

the Glenmore site.25 This is supported by the report of Walsh’s death in 1834 where his address is 

given as Bunker’s Hill: 

DIED—Yesterday Morning at his residence on Bunker's Hill, Mr WILLIAM WALSH, aged 

27.26  

                                                      
25 SG 7 Jul 1825, p3 
26 Australian, 27 May 1834, p3 
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Given that both Harriet’s and William’s families had long associations with The Rocks, and both 

inherited property in the 1820s, it is possible that the site formed part of the Cheers or Walsh 

holdings prior to 1825. In all likelihood the property is that which was sold to William Walsh senior 

on 12 January 1824 by the widow Margaret Sheppy, described as “No. 19 Cumberland Street”.27 

 

 

Figure 81 

William Walsh’s purchase in 1821 of the Gloucester Street property, then owned by Margaret Sheppy.  

Harriet and William had four children: William (1827-1880), Harriet Ellen (1829-1891), Margaret 

(1831-1849), and Richard (1833-1838), as well as Harriet’s daughter Jane Neale (b1824). When 

William Walsh died in 1834, Harriet inherited her husband’s property, including his father’s former 

pub the Duke of Wellington (now Susannah Place) and the Rising Sun Tavern on Church Hill 

(Grosvenor Street), which she held in trust for her children.28 Harriet’s holdings were extensive, 

described in the Sydney Morning Herald as:29 

No. 192. By Harriet Walsh, the widow of the late William Walsh, to 25 rods of land on the 

north of Hunter-street, Sydney, west by Thomas Shaughnessy; on the east by John Brown.   

No. 805. By Harriet Walsh, to 34 and a half rods of land on the east side of Philip-street, 

Sydney, Cumberland ; on the south by Henry Marr, east by William Hutchinson, and north 

by George Wheeler. 

No. 818. By Harriet Walsh, to 27 rods of land on Bunker's Hill, Sydney, bounded on the east 

by Bunker's Hill, west to Cumberland-street. 

No. 835. By Harriet Walsh, to 6 and a half rods of land on the Rocks, Sydney, north-west by 

Gloucester-lane, east by Harrington street, west by Gloucester-street. 

                                                      
27 Margaret Moore married ex-convict builder William Sheppy (1769-1819) in 1813. Nothing more is currently known of the pair. 
28 Australian, 6 February 1835, p1  
29 SG 24 Jan 1835, p4 
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No. 839. By Harriet Walsh, to 11 and a half rods of land on the Rocks, Sydney, east by 

Cambridge-street, south by Gloucester-lane, north by Leighton, and west by Gloucester-

street. 

The Phillip Street property included the Plume of Feathers hotel, where her father had died in 1827. 

This property was to pass to her daughter Jane Neale.30 

Harriet married Richard Wyatt, Captain of the Hind, in 1836, who died soon afterwards on 13 

December.31 Next, Harriet married Robert Murray in 1839.  

Harriet died at Paterson in the Hunter Valley, in 1841. Robert Murray survived his wife by ten years, 

and died at his home in Paddington in December 1851. 

Between Walsh’s death in 1834, and her own death at Paterson in 1841, it is not known where 

Harriet resided. Her Gloucester Street house was owned by George Atherden by 1852. 

 

George Atherden (1798-1879) and Harriet Ann Atherden (1796-1875) 

George Atherden was born in Dover, England, and arrived in Sydney as a free settler in the ship 

Dick in 1821. In 1831 he married the widowed Harriet Ann Connor (nee Parker) (1796-1875) who 

had arrived in Sydney as a 14 year old convict in 1810 on the Canada. Atherden owned a number 

of properties in The Rocks, and lived in George Street near the street that today bears his name. 

By the time George Atherden had become the owner of Walsh’s Bunkers Hill property by 1852 the 

property had been redeveloped as five dwellings, which Sydney Council rate books list as built of 

stone, and shingled. It is uncertain whether the first or last building corresponds with the site of the 

Glenmore. The occupants (householders) of the five houses in 1852 were: 

• James Binks 

• George Marlow 

• Robert McDougall 

• John McNamara 

• Edward Parsonage 

It is probable that either Binks or Parsonage lived on the site, however neither is still in residence by 

1859 at which time the property had been designated No 19 Gloucester Street. In that year the 

Sydney Morning Herald carried an advertisement by the occupant E. Page, seeking information on 

the whereabouts of Edward Page: 

SHOULD THIS meet the Eye of EDWARD PAGE, who left Bathurst on Tuesday, the 5th 

instant, and was expected to arrive in Sydney on Sunday, the 10th instant, and has not yet 

arrived, please to write and let me know what has delayed you, or any person should fall in 

                                                      
30 Sydney Herald, 22 Jun 1835, p4 
31 SG 15 Dec 1836, p2 
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with the said party, any information would be most thankfully received. 

E. PAGE, 19, Gloucester-street North.32 

Nothing more is currently known of “E. Page”.  

The following were tenants during Atherden’s ownership of the site. 

 

Frederick Mahler (dc1913) and Bridget Mahler (1836-1883) 

An advertisement in 1862 requesting “30 tons of beche-de-mer” and another for a wet-nurse in the 

same year are the next references to the occupants of No 19 Gloucester Street.  

WANTED, 30 tons BECHE DE-MER. Apply early to Mr. DOWUNG, 19, Gloucester-street33 

WANTED; a respectable Person who can take to her home a child eight months old. Apply 

Mrs. MAHLER, 19, Gloucester-street north.34 

In all probability both references are to the family, or operations, of Captain Frederick Mahler of the 

schooner Sacramento, and later Coquette. Mahler operated along the coast between at least 

Kiama and Newcastle, and on more than one occasion he was fined for not showing his lights in 

Sydney Harbour. In 1867 Mahler’s ship the Otago ran aground on Sow and Pigs reef, for which 

Mahler was held responsible.35 

Mahler had married Irish-born Bridget Byrne (1836-1883) in Sydney in 1859. They lived at 19 

Gloucester Street from c1861-63.36 Their first child, Catherine (d1887), was born here in 1862, and 

was almost certainly the child for whom Bridget needed a nurse. She was followed by James 

(1865-1867), Mary, and Ernest (1876). In 1866 Frederick cautioned the public against giving credit 

to his wife, declaring he would not be responsible.37 A week later he was in court on a charge of 

deserting Bridget, and ordered to pay 10 shillings per week to support her.38 The 1870s saw the 

Mahlers living in Balmain. It was a decade of disaster for the family; Bridget had long suffered from 

heavy drinking, and this was to result in the death of their son Ernest who was accidently suffocated 

in 1876 in their home. 39 

Frederick narrowly escaped death when his ship the Bertha was wrecked of Kiama in 1879.40  

Relations between husband and wife were tolerable- and Bridget gave birth to their last child, 

George, in 1879 who died soon after. Frederick was wrecked yet again in 1882, resulting in a 

suspension of his mariner’s license. He appears to have retired from the shipping industry soon 

after. Bridget died in Balmain in 1883, and their daughter Catherine died in Newcastle in 1887. 

                                                      
32 SMH 14 Feb 1859, p1 
33 SMH 18 Jun 1862, p. The reference to “Mr Dowlung” is a mystery as no one of that name can be found in Sydney at this time. 
34 SMH 8 Jul 1862, p1 
35 SMH 10 Jul 1867, p2 
36 The Sydney Council Rate record for 1863 lists him as “Fred Millar”. 
37 SMH 19 Dec 1866, p1 
38 SMH 24 Dec 1866, p4 
39 SMH 23 Feb 1876, p2 
40 Australian Town and Country Journal, 13 Sept 1879, p36 
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Frederick is last heard of in 1898 at Islington in Newcastle when he was robbed of some bacon.41 

An Ernest F Mahler died at Waratah, Newcastle, in 1913. The similarity of the names- given the son 

Ernest Frederick who died in 1876- suggests this may have been Frederick. 

From 1864 there is a clear record of the occupants of 19 Gloucester Street. First mentioned in 

Sands is John Howson, an engineer. In 1865, George Beaver (Master Mariner) took up residence 

for the following two years. In 1867 William Merriman became the tenant. 

 

William Frederick Merriman (1835-1879) 

William Merriman was born in London, trained a butcher from the age of 15, and arrived in Sydney 

in 1855. While living at 19 Gloucester Street (from 1867-1870) he married the widow Sarah Barrett 

(1834-1902) who brought with her children from her previous marriage. The couple had more 

children of their own. This change in circumstances may have necessitated William’s move, since 

the Gloucester Street house had only 4 rooms and was in poor repair according to the Council’s 

rate records for 1867.  

While it is known Merriman was a butcher, nothing is known of his occupation of the site. In 1875 

however he was fined for slaughtering a calf at his home in Surry Hills.42 Backyard butchery had 

been banned in the 1840s when the abattoir was moved out of the limits of the city. Such practices 

continued and it is possible Merriman had been in the habit of producing home-slaughtered meat 

from 19 Gloucester Street, undetected.  Merriman died of kidney disease at Surry Hills in 1879, 

aged just 44.43  

 

George Walker (1827-1885) and Amelia (Downes) Walker (1831-1878), and Charles Alfred 

Smyth (d1904) and Amelia (Walker) Smyth (1853-?) 

It is not known when George Walker came to Australia; however in Sydney in 1851 he married 

Amelia Emmaline Downes (1831-1878). The couple had seven children: 

• Amelia (b1853) 

• George (1855-1859) 

• Richard Kerswell (1859-1942)   

• Thomas (1859-1936) 

• Harriet (1861-1878) 

• George (b1863) 

• Emma Eugenia Josephine (1868-1935) 

                                                      
41 SMH 9 Aug 1898, p5 
42 SMH 6 Mar 1875, p8 
43 Information researched by descendant Barbara Frewen-Lord and published on the family history website Ancestry.com: 
http://trees.ancestry.com.au/tree/8289111/person/649754905/media/1?pgnum=1&pg=0&pgpl=pid%7cpgNum  

http://trees.ancestry.com.au/tree/8289111/person/649754905/media/1?pgnum=1&pg=0&pgpl=pid%7cpgNum
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By 1861 the family was living in The Rocks; at 89 Cumberland Street, and later 44 Gloucester 

Street (1865), before moving to 19 Gloucester Street in c1873. 

Walker’s 16 year old daughter Amelia married Charles Smyth in 1869. The Smyths were living at 48 

Cumberland Street at the time of the death of their daughter Amelia in 1874. The same year 

Charles placed a notice in the Sydney Morning Herald announcing the death of his 17 year old 

sister-in-law Harriet (the wife of Joseph Peters); the funeral for whom left from 19 Gloucester Street.  

THE FRIENDS of Mr. CHARLES SMYTH are invited to attend the Funeral of his late 

deceased SISTER-IN-LAW, Mrs. Harriet Peters; to move from the residence of her father, 

Mr. George Walker, 19, Gloucester-street, TOMORROW (Sunday) MORNING, at a quarter-

past 8, to Balmain Cemetery. C. KINSELA.44 

George Walker’s wife Amelia died at their home on 27 September 1878 aged 47, a “native of 

Devonshire”.45  

By 1880 the Smyth’s had taken over residence of 19 Gloucester Street from George, operated a 

grocer/ fruiterer business from 19 Gloucester Street from 1882-1888. 

The Walker-Smyth family appear to have suffered some anxiety from Amelia Smyth’s financial 

management. Her husband Charles cautioned the public in 1877: 

not to trust my Wife, AMELIA SMYTH, as I will not be responsible for any debts she 

contracts from this date. CHARLES SMYTH, late of Gloucester-street. November 30, 

1877.46 

Perhaps these troubles persisted, as Amelia’s father George Walker took out a similar 

advertisement in the Herald (though whether it applied to his daughter is unknown): 

I HEREBY CAUTION the public not to give any CREDIT in my name, as I will not be 

responsible for debts contracted in my name 

GEORGE WALKER. 

Late of No 19, Gloucester-street, Sydney47 

The Sands Directories lists “Mrs Smyth” operating a fruiterer business from the address between 

1884 and 1887, suggesting Charles was not the “householder” and may have been living 

elsewhere. Nothing else is known of the Smyths. No death record for Amelia has yet been found, 

and Charles died in 1904, his death notice making no mention of family members. 

George Walker died in Java in 1885, where he was purported to have been born.48 

WALKER.—January 26, at Java, George Walker, father of Richard Walker, Augustus-street, 

                                                      
44 SMH 3 Oct 1874, p16 
45 Australian Town and Country Journal 5 Oct 1878, p41, SMH 28 Sept 1878, p1 
46 SMH 1 Dec 1877, p1 
47 SMH 14 Oct 1878, p8 
48 http://trees.ancestry.com.au/tree/21435836/person/1083510941?ssrc=  

http://trees.ancestry.com.au/tree/21435836/person/1083510941?ssrc
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Leichhardt, aged 58 years. 49  

Following George Atherden’s death in 1879 his properties were auctioned:  

THE ESTATE OF THE LATE MR. GEORGE  ATHERDEN. 

EXTENSIVE SALE OF CITY PROPERTIES. 

PRELIMINARY NOTICE. 

FOUR SHOPS and DWELLINGS, 

Nos. 95, 97, 171, and 173, OXFORD-STREET.  

THREE SHOPS and DWELLINGS (3-story), 

Nos. 59, 61, and 63, GEORGE-STREET NORTH, 

opposite A. S. N. COMPANY'S WHARF. 

LARGE STORE, No. 57, GEORGE-STREET NORTH, 

corner ATHERDEN-ST REET, STONE BUILT, 

opposite A. S. N. COMPANY'S WHARF. 

FOUR DWELLING-HOUSES (Stone-built). 

ATHERDEN-STREET, off GEORGE-STR E ET NORTH, 

opposite A. S.N. COMPANY'S WHARF. 

THREE COTTAGES, No. 15. 17. and 19, GLOUCESTER- STREET. 

ALLOTMENT OF LAND, ATHERDEN-STREET. 

off GEORGE-STREET NORTH, opposite A. S. N. COMPANY'S 

WHARF. 

COTTAGE at RANDWICK.  

H. VAUGHAN has been favoured with instructions from the EXECUTORS to sell by auction, 

at his newly erected Rooms, 152, King-street, on THURSDAY, 11th December. 

Messrs. NORTON and SMITH, Solicitors of the estate. 

NEXT SATURDAY. 50 

The Gloucester Street houses were purchased by Frederick Smith, who retained them until the 

NSW Government resumed the area after 1901. 

Frederick Smith 

The identity of Frederick Smith, who owned the property from 1879-c1902 has not yet been 

ascertained. Smith does not appear to have resided on the site. One possibility for his identity is a 

landowner who lived at Berry’s Bay, and who served as an alderman for Balmain Council in the 

1870s. This may be the same person as Frederick Smith of 8 Queen’s Place, who was trustee for 

53 George Street in 1891, and which was also formerly a property belonging to George Atherden.51 

Further research is required. From map evidence it appears that Smith’s row of houses was rebuilt 

in 1889-90, when No 39 Gloucester Street was subdivided to become Nos 39 and 39½ Gloucester 

                                                      
49 SMH 19 Mar 1885, p1 
50 SMH 4 Dec 1879, p14 
51 Sydney Council Archives: 26/250/0946: Letter (May 1891). V. Parkes, Architect, Union Bank Chambers, 68 Pitt St., requests 
permission to erect a temporary wall in lower George St. Letter from Frederick Smith, 9 Queen's Place, trustee for 53 Lower 
George St and City Architect's report attached. 
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Street. It was 39½ that was largely on the Glenmore site.    

The following were tenants during Smith’s ownership of the site. 

 

 

Figure 82 

Tracing of the 1855 Trigonometrical Survey superimposed on modern. The original has the street numbers marked. 
(Original in Sydney Council Archives) 

Alfred Smight (1835-1900) and Annie (MacDonald) Smight (d1905) 

Smight appears to have been a land agent, or else was selling land he owned near Guildford 

Station, in July 1887 when he gave his contact address as 39 Gloucester Street.52 Smight is 

recorded as living on the site for just one year; however he remained in the vicinity, and died a few 

doors away, at No 35 Gloucester Street, in 1901, mourned by his wife of 37 years, Annie. This 

same Annie Smight had, in 1875 in the company of Amelia Smyth, been the subject of an abusive 

attack by William Eltham.53 

The house was advertised for lease in November 1887; with the suggestion it might serve as a 

private boarding house, being situated in “the most healthy part of the city”!54 

Over the next few years tenants came and went, spending less than a year there. The occupants in 

January and February appear to have some pretence at gentility, advertising for a lady to teach 

music and painting, and also for a 16-18ft boat (to hire or buy).55 The tenants in this case were 

possibly Alexander McGilveray, a carpenter, and his wife, in 1888. 

                                                      
52 SMH 21 Jul 1887, p3 
53 SMH 20 Oct 1875, p7 
54 SMH 12 Nov 1887, p21 
55 SMH 17 Jan 1888, p16, SMH 16 Feb 1888, p1 
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Frederick Olsen (1866-1937) 

The identification of Frederick Olsen, who lived at 19 Gloucester Street from 1893-95, is uncertain. 

He is probably the son of Swedish immigrant John Martin Olsson and his Irish-born wife Margaret 

Duggan who lived at Millers Point. Frederick married Alice Elizabeth Stewart (1869-1947) in 1886 

and lived at various addresses in The Rocks and Millers Point. He may have been the same 

“Frederick Olsen” involved in a waterside dispute at Darling Harbour during the Maritime Strike of 

1893: 

At the Water Police Court, Mr. C. Delohery, S M, presided in the Charge Division. Frederick 

Olsen, 25, seaman, who was detained at the police station on a charge of assaulting one 

Henry Sisley in Lime Street, was remanded.56 

Frederick Olsen was charged with assaulting, in company with several other men, Reginald 

Ernest Sisley, described as a journalist. It will be remembered that Sisley was found in 

Erskine-street on Tuesday last suffering from wounds about the head, and he then stated 

that he had been assaulted by larrikins, who had also taken his portmanteau. It appeared 

from the evidence to-day that Sisley was just about to go aboard the steamer Hohenzollern 

when someone in a crowd which had gathered raised the cry that he was a "blackleg," and 

eight or nine men then set upon and assaulted him. The prisoner, who was identified as 

having taken part in the assault, was subsequently arrested. Olsen was sentenced to six 

months with hard labour.57 

“E Olsen” who lived at 23 Gloucester Street in 1889, was possibly Frederick’s brother. The Olsen 

family were active around the waterfront. Bernard Olsen was living in Ferry Lane at the outbreak of 

bubonic plague in 1900. His neighbour Arthur Payne became the first casualty (he did however 

recover). Bernard’s brother in law William Bott was active in the cleansing operations in Millers 

Point at the time, and died of bubonic plague in 1902. 

 

                                                      
56 SMH 6 Jul 1893, p3 
57 The Advertiser 7 July 1893, p5. Frederick Olsen’s name does not appear in gaol admittance books so it may be presumed 

the sentence was changed. 
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Figure 83 

1865 Trigonometrical Survey. This plan is annotated with later buildings (1880s). It would appear that the later 
buildings were forced to conform to a proposed widening of Gloucester Street. 39 Gloucester Street later became 39 
and 39½ Gloucester Street when this row of terraces was rebuilt around 1889-90. 

 

Figure 84 

Tracing of the 1865 Trigonometrical Survey superimposed on modern. (Sydney Council Archives)  
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Figure 85 

1880 Percy Dove plan (Sydney Council Archives)  

 

Figure 86 

Tracing of the 1880 Percy Dove plan superimposed on modern. (Sydney Council Archives) 

5.5.2 Section 67 No. 10 ( later 21-23/ 41-45 Gloucester Street) 

Captain John Hunter (1793-1844)  

John Hunter was born in 1793. According to shipping musters he was born in Sydney although a 

registration of his birth has not been found. The 1825 Muster lists him as “Came Free” on the 

Isabella (arrived 1812). 

Hunter married Susannah (Flannagan) Chapman in 1817. Susannah (1797-1889) was the daughter 

of Ann Mash (1767-1823) and her husband Robert Flannagan (1768-c1798). Flannagan 

disappeared in 1798 and Ann formed a relationship with William Chapman (1765-1810) by whom 

she had six children. The couple lived in The Rocks, where William operated a butcher’s shop and 

held the license for the King’s Head in George Street while Ann operated a ferry service from 

Sydney to Parramatta. A number of Ann Mash’s children played prominent roles in the development 

of The Rocks.  
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The earliest reference so far located to John appears in the Ship’s Musters from 1817 as a member 

of the crew of the colonial brig Active.   The following year he visited New Zealand and Tahiti as first 

mate on the Active, serving on that ship, with numerous cross-Tasman voyages, until 1820.  In 

1821 he became Master of the Governor Macquarie on a voyage to Tahiti which left Sydney on 24 

July. The Sydney Gazette reported on this voyage on 22 November: 

The Governor Macquarie, Captain Hunter, has been absent from this port 18 months. From 

hence she went to New Zealand to refresh, and thence to Otaheite, remaining among the 

Society's Isles about 12 months; after which she paid a visit to the Friendly Islands, and then 

returned to Port Jackson. At Otaheite, and the other Islands, all the Missionaries were 

prospering in their labours, and enjoying pretty good health, with the exception of Mrs. 

Williams, wife of the Rev. Mr. Williams, who was here this time last year, and who was only 

slowly recovering from an alarming indisposition. 

The young king, Pomarree, is between 2 and 3 years old; and the island of Otaheite is under 

the regency of an old chief called Man-na-noe, whom the subordinate chiefs, eye with great 

insignificancy, supposing him beneath their notice. Each chief upon the island seems to be 

growing independent, in consequence of the royal authority being so enfeebled; and the 

present kingly power is in danger of total annihilation, unless some active and powerful chief 

should shortly embrace the reins of government on behalf of the infantine monarch, or 

personally usurp the helm of authority. It will certainly be next to a miracle if ever young 

Pomarree is permitted to sway his father's sceptre. Throughout the islands, at present, the 

olive branch waves most benignantly; and hallowed Religion is progressively disseminating 

her enlightening and civilizing powers among those unnumbered hordes of barbarism which 

are yet subject to the baleful influence of idolatry, superstition, and murder. The Missionaries 

are very active in raising up and properly instructing some of the best informed natives, who, 

the moment a door is opened, fly with eagerness to proclaim "glad tidings" to their poor 

sable brethren. Captain Hunter conveyed to the Friendly Islands, at the direction of the 

Missionaries, three black Missionaries, who were left there accordingly.58 

Hunter’s next voyage to Tahiti also lasted over a year, bringing back trade goods: 

 
SHIP NEWS.-On Friday last arrived, after an absence of 14 months amongst the Society 
and Friendly Islands, the colonial brig Governor Macquarie, Captain Hunter, with 70 tons of 
pearl shells, and a quantity of sennet.59  

A few months later Hunter returned from another voyage to Tahiti with a cargo comprising of 60 

tons of coconut oil and 7 tons of arrow root.  

Tahiti became more and more of a base for Hunter’s activities. The Sydney Gazette on 24 March 

1830 reported that: 

Captain Hunter, formerly of this port, has built a little vessel at Otaheite. He lately made a 

profitable voyage with the produce of the island to Valparaiso. 

                                                      
58 SG 22 Nov 1821 
59 SG 6 May 1824, p2 
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This ship, the Ulitea, made numerous trading voyages between Tahiti and Sydney throughout the 

1830s. Susannah Hunter frequently accompanied her husband, and whereas up until 1826 the 

pair’s children were born in Sydney, the remaining five children (with the exception of Jane in 1833) 

were all born in Tahiti: 

• John (1818-1883) 

• William H (1820-1821) 

• Eliza Ann (1822-1916) 

• Hephzibah (1823-1883) 

• Thomas (1825-1909) 

• Mary (1826-1855) 

• Alexander (b1830) 

• Susannah (b1830) 

• Edouard (b1832) 

• Jane Adelaide (1833-1871) 

• Emma Ann (1835-1878) 

• Mathilda Mary (1840-1918) 

 

When the Ulitea arrived in Sydney in December 1832 after a six week voyage it not only brought 

“18 casks of coconut oil, arrow-root, &c”, but also “Mrs Hunter and seven children; Captain Buckle, 

of the ship Matthews wrecked at Tahiti; Mr, Coulong, from the islands; Mr. Robson, late owner of 

the schooner Schnapper, and Master C Baff.”  

Another family ship, the Ann, belonging to Hunter’s brother-in-law, shipbuilder and ship-owner 

William Henry Chapman, aground at Newcastle with a cargo of coal bound for Sydney in March 

1834. John Hunter was there to lend a hand, spending three weeks unsuccessfully attempting to 

refloat the wreck.  It was around this time that Hunter formally registered his title for the land on 

which the Glenmore stands. As was usually the case, anyone who could demonstrate that had 

some form of possession of town property, usually extending for around 20 years, or else that they 

had purchased it from someone with a similar claim, was registered as the owner. The Sydney 

Gazette published Hunter’s claim on 5 July 1834: 

No. 683 By John Hunter, master mariner, Cambridge-street, Sydney, to 13 and one half rods   

of land, described as follows ; bounded on the east by Bunker's Hill, and on the west by 

Cumberland- street, 68 links, containing 13 and a half rods. 

The claim was published in surveyor Robert Russell’s plan of land grants in Sydney the following 

year. (Fig 79) 

The earliest plan of the building is found in Harper’s map of 1823, which indicates a single 

residence. The outline remains virtually unchanged until the clearance of the site around 1911-12. 

By 1855 it is shown as two dwellings and by 1880, and subsequently, it is divided into three 

dwellings, as indicated in the 1901 photograph. (Fig 93) 

Clearly, given the family’s registrations of births and marriages, John and Susannah Hunter were 
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firmly based in Tahiti albeit with regular visits to Sydney on merchant ventures. 

In July 1844 France annexed Tahiti, and, reported the Sydney Morning Herald, “forced Captain 

Hunter (an old settler upon that island of some twenty years standing) to take French colours- a 

British subject living under a foreign power not belonging to Tahiti.”!  It is believed that in that same 

year John Hunter disappeared at sea near Sulawesi, Indonesia. Susannah survived him for over 40 

years and died in Tahiti. Their descendants intermarried with French and Tahitians and continue to 

have a strong presence in the population today.  

It is currently unclear as to the extent of Hunter’s residence on the site. From 1826 onwards he 

spent more and more time in Tahiti before settling there permanently. The property appears to have 

passed to Hunter’s brother-in-law, James Chapman (1810-1858), by 1845, and soon after to 

George Bainbridge. Further title research is necessary to clarify the transfer of ownership from the 

1830s until it came into the possession of George Bainbridge. 

By 1845 the house was converted from a single into dual residences, and finally into three in 1861. 

Sydney Council’s rate records show John Hare to have been the occupant in 1845 when the 

building was owned by James Chapman (1810-1858), however nothing more has been researched 

on him at this stage. 

 

Captain George Bainbridge (1809-1895) 

Little is currently known of Captain George Bainbridge prior to his command the ships Success and 

Skerne in 1838-40, trading out of Sydney with Newcastle, Tasmania and New Zealand. From 1840-

1854 Bainbridge was employed as pilot in Sydney Harbour, initially living at Watson’s Bay.  

Capt. Richards, late commander of the Hope, succeeds Mr. C. as Pilot at the Heads, and Mr 

Bainbridge, an old trader out of this port, we understand, will also receive a license to act at 

the same station.60 

By 1845 Bainbridge was living at Cumberland Street on the north east side of the Argyle Street 

Bridge; directly behind and adjoining the subject site.  In 1847 he sold the house he owned at 

Watson’s Bay, and it is possible he purchased the Gloucester Street building at this time. A 

property advertised for sale in Gloucester Street North is possibly the house formerly owned by 

Hunter: 

MR. MORT 

Is instructed to sell the above by public auction, at his Rooms George-street, on 

WEDNESDAY, 13TH INSTANT,  

At twelve o'clock,  

THE FOLLOWING really valuable and productive city properties, viz.: Two dwelling houses 

                                                      
60 Sydney Monitor 2 Sept 1840, p2 
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situate in Gloucester-street North, having entrance also from Sussex-street, [sic Cumberland 

Street] and commanding a splendid view of the harbour and a large portion of Sydney. 

They are at present only bringing in a rental of £58 per annum, but looking to the bridge 

being shortly thrown over the present cut into Fort-street, rendering the access by 

Gloucester-street more easy and direct, and further remembering that when the new line of 

George-street is carried out, this property will directly abutt upon it, a much larger rental may 

be expected; at all events the value of the land will be trebled.61  

If nothing else, this advertisement sets the scene for the developing neighbourhood, as the Argyle 

Cut became a reality, and other civic improvements were planned. Bainbridge also owned another 

house at 116 Gloucester Street, near where the Cahill Expressway now crosses.  

Bainbridge returned to the sea in 1854, and when giving evidence of the sinking of the Dunbar in 

1857, was described as “Master of the Washington”, a 200 ton steamer.  Only a few months earlier 

Bainbridge and his ship had been active in rescuing the survivors of the Fame which sunk at Sow 

and Pigs Reef in Sydney Harbour.  

Sydney Council’s surveyor, Edward Bell, brought to Council’s attention a number of buildings 

constructed without their permission in April 1861. These included three built in Gloucester Street 

by Bainbridge, presumably the conversion of the former house.  

George Bainbridge’s wife Catherine (Davies) died in 1867 and two years later he married Elizabeth 

Donohue (d1919). He remained at Cumberland Street until c1876 when he moved to Petersham, 

where he died in 1895. Bainbridge had sold his property to Alfred Whetton in 1893. 

The following were tenants during Bainbridge’s ownership of the site. 

 

21 Gloucester Street 

Henry Ellory (1836-1894) and Ann Ellory (1835-1881)/ Jane Johnston 

Henry Mark Ellory was born in England in 1836. In 1856 he arrived in Sydney as a seaman on the 

ship Emily Jane. The following year Ellory married Ann Wallis (1835-1881), born in Staffordshire, 

England, and arrived with her family on the Agnes in 1842. Baptism records name only one child, 

Mary (db1858) to Henry and Ann; thereafter “Jane” is given as mother to the children. Henry 

married Jane Johnston in 1891. Henry’s family appear to be the only “Ellories” in NSW in the 19th 

century.  In 1877, and again in 1880, an “Anne Ellory” was arrested and charged with being an idle 

and disorderly person, having neither fixed abode nor lawful means of subsidence, pleaded guilty, 

and was sentenced to be imprisoned 6 months.62 It is possible the marriage had broken down, and 

Henry had taken up with Jane Johnston, who he married many years later. 

Henry lived at 91 Cumberland Street before moving to 21 Gloucester Street in 1870. In the Sands 

Directories he is often listed as a “Mariner”. He remained at 21 Gloucester Street until 1874, after 

                                                      
61 SMH 12 Jan 1847, p4 
62 SMH 9 Jan 1877, p6, NSW Police Gazette, 17 Jan 1877, p22, SMH 16 Feb 1880, p3 
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which he was living in Paddington. From at least 1888 until the time of his death in Wagga Wagga 

in 1894 (aged 58) he was working as a warder/gaoler.63 

 

41 Gloucester Street 

Alfred Charles Woodley (1858-1902) and Arthur Herman Woodley (1855-1927) 

Alfred Charles Woodley (also known as Charles) was probably born in Lower Fort Street, The 

Rocks, in 1858; the son of Augustus Frederick Woodley (1825-1890) and Agnes Bray (1831-1875).   

In 1882 Woodley, a blacksmith married Harriet Henrietta Moorehousen (1863-1898) at the 

Mariner’s Church in George Street, The Rocks. The Woodleys lived here from 1882-1892, with the 

exception of the period from 1885-1890, and at which time the house was occupied by William 

White. In 1885 Harriet gave birth to their son Alfred (1882-1925) at Ada Street. 

In 1890 Alfred’s father Frederick died at 41 Gloucester Street.64 The following year the Herald 

announced the funeral of Mary Ann Woodley, wife of Arthur Woodley, to leave from 41 Gloucester 

Street.65 Arthur Herman Woodley (1855-1927) was the brother of Alfred, and had married Mary Ann 

Lawrence (d1891). His name is recorded as the occupant in the 1882 Council Rates Record. It 

would seem that a number of members of long-term Rocks resident, Augustus Frederick Woodley’s 

family lived, and died, at 41 Gloucester Street in the 10 year period that the family were associated 

with the residence. No further research has been carried out to discover the connection (if any) with 

William White. On White, in 1889 the Herald reported that: 

William White, 45, a dock labourer, residing at 41, Gloucester-street, was admitted to the 

Sydney Hospital yesterday, suffering from injuries to the back, caused by being struck with a 

piston-rod on board a ship.66 

 

Alfred Whetton (1833-1913) 

Born in London, England on 22 May 1833, Alfred, a Carpenter, married Mercy Nicholson (1835-

1898) in Hull, Yorkshire, in 1855. The family arrived in Sydney on the Tudor in 1860, Alfred finding 

work as a ship’s carpenter on the Lord Ashley between NZ and Sydney from 1860-63. In the 1870s 

he was working at Rowntrees’s Floating Dock, Darling Harbour, and over the next decades built up 

a business constructing wharves and other maritime structures. The family built up an extensive 

property portfolio, largely in The Rocks where they also lived- primarily in Princes Street in the 

1880s-90s.  

 

                                                      
63 SMH 25 July 1888, p5 
64 SMH 1 May 1891, p1 
65 SMH 7 Jul 1891, p8 
66 SMH 22 Nov 1889, p3 
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Figure 87 

1889 Metropolitan Detail Series plan (State Library of NSW) 

 

Figure 88 

Tracing of the 1889 Metropolitan Detail Series plan suoerimposed on modern. 

Whetton purchased the three properties 41-45 Gloucester Street in in 1893: 

LOT 1.- CITY, opposite the Argyle Bond. A Block of Land, having 48ft. frontage to 

GLOUCESTER STREET and 43ft. frontage to CUMBERLAND STREET, by a through 

depth, upon which are erected the following Buildings:-Nos. 41 to 43 GLOUCESTER-

STREET, comprising 3 Brick Dwellings, each containing 2 rooms, attic, and kitchen; also 

Nos. 72 and 74 CUMBERLAND-STREET, containing respectively 3 rooms, kitchen and 
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cellar, and 4 rooms, wash shed, and kitchen. 67 

Whetton never living on the site, but the property until it was resumed by the NSW Government 

after 1902. 

The following were tenants during Whetton’s ownership of the site. 

 

41 Gloucester Street 

John McLellan (1865-1943) and Isabella McLellan (1870-1938) 

The McLellan family was one of the longest known residents on the site, living here from 1900 until 

1913 when the site was cleared. 

John McLellan was born to a Scottish family in Hedmark, Norway. He married Isabella Waddell in 

Sydney in 1889.  

Eight of their twelve children were born to the couple when living at 41 Gloucester Street: 

• Alexander Waddell (1888-1959) 

• Jane Elizabeth (1890-1969) 

• Ivy Mary (1894-1973) 

• John Archibald (1897-1992) 

• Lawrence J (1900-1968) 

• Ruby (1900-?) 

• Richard Walter (1902-1956) 

• Marion (1903-?) 

• David Gordon (1904-1952) 

• Keith (1907-1936) 

• Roy (1909-1910) 

• Ettie Lillian (1914-1985) 

• Sydney (1917-1988)  

One baby, Roy, died there in 1910: 

McLELLAN -The friends of JOHN and ISABELLA MCLELLAN are kindly invited to attend the 

Funeral of their late beloved SON Roy; to leave their residence 41 Gloucester-street THIS 

(Saturday) AFTERNOON, 1 o’clock, for the Necropolis68 

Bearing in mind that the house consisted of just 4 rooms according to the Rate records, and which 

consisted of 2 rooms, attic and kitchen according to the sale advertisement in 1893, the house must 

have been intolerably small for the family of up to two adults and ten children by 1913. 

Following the resumption and demolition of the property in 1913 the McLellans settled in the 

eastern suburbs, where they remained until John’s death in 1943. 

                                                      
67 SMH 21 Jan 1893, p15 
68 SMH 13 Aug 1910, p26 
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Figure 89 

Isabella McLellan (1870-1938) (Photographs belonging to descendants through the Fell family/ Ellie McLellan) 

 

23 Gloucester Street 

Thomas Waters (1822-1867) and Rebecca Waters (1832-1865) 

Thomas Waters was born in Kent, England in 1822. A person of this name, also a native of Kent, 

arrived in Sydney as a sailor on the ship Pacific from Melbourne in 1854. 

Thomas Waters (sometimes miss-spelt Walters) is listed in the Sands Directories as living at No 23 

from 1863-64 and No 25 from 1865-66, however according to the Rate records he was still living at 

No 25 in 1867. In most records he is listed as a waterman. 

Waters married London-born Rebecca Harrington (1832-1865) in Maitland in 1857. Rebecca 

arrived in Sydney as a 16 year old orphan on the immigrant ship Waverley in 1848. 

In 1859 Waters was accused of stealing a watch after rowing the owner to a vessel in the harbour. 

In court the charge was withdrawn, and Waters’ good character attested to: 

Thomas Waters, a waterman, was brought before the Court, charged with having stolen a 

silver watch (value £6), the property of John Brown, master of the brig Alice Brown. Mr. 

Moffatt for the defence. In the evidence of plaintiff there appeared little to sup- port the 

charge ; though he stated that the vessel was lying near Fort Denison, and he was rowed to 

it by prisoner, who, when on board, was taken into his cabin, where the watch was placed 

on the table, and missed shortly after prisoner left the ship. He did not however believe that 

defendant stole the watch, and admitted that there were twenty-two natives, of different 

tribes, on board, and all were addicted to stealing. He was sorry that he had given defendant 

into custody on this charge. Waters received a good character from two respectable parties, 

and his Worship dismissed the case, remarking that no reproach rested upon defendant's 
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character in consequence of the charge.69 

Rebecca Waters died at their home in 1865, aged just 33:  

FUNERAL.—The Friends of Mr. THOMAS WATERS, Waterman, are respectfully invited to   

attend the Funeral of his late departed Wife REBECCA, on FRIDAY AFTERNOON ; the 

procession to move from his residence, No. 23, Gloucester-street, at a quarter before 3 

o'clock.70 

In 1866-67 Waters moved to Lower Fort Street where he died in January. 

FUNERAL—The Friends of the late Mr. THOMAS WATERS, Waterman, are respectfully 

invited to   attend his funeral THIS (Friday) AFTERNOON, 1st. The procession to move from 

his late residence, Lower George-street North, at 3 o'clock.71 

The couple left a very young family consisting of four children aged less than nine years. 

 

Daniel James Tierney (1842-1871) 

It is possible that the “Daniel Tierney” living at 23 Gloucester Street from 1868-70 was the eldest 

son of long-term Rocks resident and publican Daniel Tierney (1810-1878) and his wife Elizabeth 

Russell (1817-1911). The elder Tierney, who held the license for the Harp of Freedom in The Rocks 

in the 1850s, was living in Pitt Street between 1868 and 1870. 

Daniel James Tierney was born in Cumberland Street in 1842. Little is known of him, and he never 

married nor had children. His funeral left from his father’s residence the Currency Lass hotel in Pitt 

Street in June 1871. 

 

                                                      
69 SMH 1 Feb 1859, p2 
70 SMH 30 Nov 1865, p8 
71 SMH 1 Feb 1867, p8 
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Figure 90 

1901 Resumption Plan (Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority) 

 

Figure 91 

Tracing of 1901 Resumption Plan suoerimposed on modern. 

 
 

Anthony Matthews 

Antonie Matthews married Mary Ann Newton in 1877. The following year their daughter Rosina was 

born. 

In 1879 Matthews was living in Harts Building, Gloucester Street where he is listed in Sands as a 

stonemason. From 1880 to 1883 he was living at 23 (or 43) Gloucester Street, where the spelling of 

his name varies from Anton, Antonio, Anthony, or Antony. The variation possibly suggests a 

Mediterranean origin, and so his surname is also likely to have changed. In 1886 Anthonie 

Matthews is listed in Sands as working as a stonemason in Mary Street, near Rookwood Cemetery. 

No other details are currently known. 

 

43 Gloucester Street 

Alexander Dunn 

The Dunn family lived at 43 Gloucester Street from 1890-1903. 

In 1910 the family was living further to the south on Gloucester Street. An Alexander Dunn married 

Mary Halpin in 1887 and had seven children between 1888 and 1908. It is likely that this is the 

family that lived here. It is possible that the woman and children seen in Fig 93 are members of the 

Dunn family. The boy may be twelve-year-old James Dunn (1888-1929). No further research has 
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been conducted on the family. 

 

25 Gloucester Street 

Albert Daniel Swain Myers (1827-1877) and Elizabeth Louisa Myers (1832-1907) 

The Myers lived at 25 Gloucester Street from as early as 1863 until 1871 when they moved to 

another of Atherden’s properties in Atherden Street. 

Albert Myers was born in London in 1827 and migrated at the age of 12 with his parents in the 

Alfred in 1839. German-born Albert senior (1802-1847) was a shipwright, working in Millers Point in 

1840. He died suddenly in 1847 and the coronial inquest was held in The Rocks: 

CORONER’S INQUEST.-An inquest was hold yesterday afternoon at Mr. Sullivan's, the New 

York Hotel, on view of the body of Albert Myers, then lying dead in that vicinity. The 

deceased had been complaining of paralysis for some time past, and about five o'clock 

yesterday morning he was seized with a fit, when Dr. Sherwin was sent for, who immediately 

bled him; about ten o'clock Dr. Sherwin again saw him and repeated the bleeding; but in 

about an hour subsequently, Myers expired. Dr. Sherwin described it as a hopeless case 

from the first. The Jury returned a verdict of died by the visitation of God.72 

Myers followed in his father’s trade as a shipwright/ carpenter. In 1859 he figured in a case before 

the Water Police Court following a theft of timber he owned. 

Before the Water Police Magistrate, Mr. G. Eliott, Mr. G. H. Rowley, and Mr. E. Raper. 

A boy named John Godfrey Drinkwater, was charged with having in his possession a portion 

of seven clear pine hoards, the property of Albert Myers, carpenter, Miller's Point, which 

were supposed to have been stolen, or otherwise unlawfully come by. Mr. Roberts for the 

prosecutor, Mr. Redman for defendant. Sergeant Elliott, on searching the house of 

defendant's stepfather at Miller's Point, found some boards, and a rabbit hutch, which 

plaintiff identified as portions of property stolen from him. There were no private marks on 

them except those made by cutting; the boards were laid in Mr. Smith's garden to dry, 

whence they were missed between the 7th and 14th ultimo. Mary Davis, about a fortnight or 

three weeks ago, saw defendant take a board, like that produced, out of Smith's yard. 

Elizabeth M'Clelland (in the service of Mr. Brown, Miller's Point), deposed that about a 

month ago there were, in the stable of the house where she lived, some boards similar to 

those produced, and prisoner having been told to cut them up for firewood, wished to take 

them home to make a rabbit hutch. Some of them were cut up, and he had leave to take 

some away. The Bench being divided in opinion, the prisoner was discharged.73 

In 1855 Myers married Elizabeth Louisa Perry (1832-1907) in Hobart. The pair appears to have had 

no children. 

                                                      
72 SMH 4 Aug 1847, p3 
73 SMH 2 Nov 1859, p3 
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THE FRIENDS of the late Mr. ALBERT D. S. MYERS, Shipwright, are respectfully invited to 

attend his Funeral, THIS (Thursday) AFTERNOON ; to move from his late residence, 

Atherden-street, George- street North, at 2 o'clock, to the Necropolis. T. DIXON, Undertaker, 

21, Oxford-street. 

SHIPWRIGHT PROVIDENT UNION.—The MEMBERS of the above Society are respectfully 

invited to attend the Funeral of the deceased Member, ALBERT MYERS; to move from his 

late residence, 1, Atherton-street, off Lower George-street, THIS (Thursday) AFTERNOON, 

at 2 o'clock, to the Necropolis.74  

Elizabeth survived Albert by 30 years, and died at Balmain in 1907. 

 

Ernest Donald Christie Wieckhorst (1887-1952) and Alice (Morris) Wieckhorst (1888-1945) 

Wieckhorst was one of the last residential occupants of the site prior to demolition in 1913-14. In 

1907 he married Alice Morris, and their son Cecil (1908-1981) was born the following year. They 

lived at No 45 from c1910-11. 

After leaving the site they moved to 43/45 Harrington Street before moving to the suburbs in the 

1920s. 

 

Figure 92 

Detail of a birds-eye view of The Rocks in 1900 produced by the NSW Government to show the resumption area. 
This detail shows the site (circled) in its former dense urban context. (Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority) 

                                                      
74 SMH 13 Dec 1877, p10 
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Figure 93 

45, 43 and 41 Gloucester Street in 1901. (SHFA Bertie Collection) 

 
Figure 94 

45, 43 and 41 Gloucester Street in 1901. (SHFA Bertie Collection) 
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Figure 95 

View over The Rocks towards the north in 1907 showing the site (circled) at the time of commencement of 
demolitions in the area. (Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority Collection). 

 

5.6 The Glenmore Hotel (1921-) 

5.6.1 Tooth & Co. 1921-1973 

The first Glenmore Hotel, known more correctly as the Glenmore Cottage, had been established 

around 1837. It was located in Cumberland Street, less than 50m from the current hotel. For 80 

years it served the public, offering dances and entertainment on three nights of the week in the 

1860s, and hosting coronial inquests (as did many Rocks pubs) when locals died under unusual 

circumstances. When elections were held for Sydney Council or the NSW Legislative Assembly 

candidates (sometimes Rocks businessmen like Patrick Freehill) often met their local voters here in 

public meetings. 

A plan dated 1913 showing the re-alignment of Cumberland and Gloucester Streets, also shows the 

triangular block marked “Site for the Glenmore Hotel”. The site is a little over half the size of what 

would be constructed. In this year plans for the construction of the Sydney Harbour Bridge were 

revisited, which were eventually to lead to the demolition of 280 buildings between Cumberland and 

Upper Fort Streets, including the former Glenmore Cottage. 
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Figure 96 

Former Glenmore Cottage (left) in 1901. (Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority, Bertie Collection) 

  



104  Glenmore Hotel - 96-98 Cumberland St, The Rocks - CMP          February 2014 

 

Figure 97 

Advertisement for the Glenmore Cottage which appeared in the Sydney Morning Herald, 8 October 1844 and 
alluding to the establishment of the hotel in 1838. 

 

In 1919 the rebuilding of the Glenmore Hotel was proposed as the ‘old’ hotel, located north and 

across the road from the current site at 49 Cumberland Street (Fig 96), had been condemned and 

was earmarked for demolition due to the construction of the southern approaches to the Sydney 

Harbour Bridge.  In the same year, Tooth & Co. Ltd were granted a 50 year lease on the hotel, 

provided that not less than £4000 was spent in erecting the new building.  The three-storey brick 

building designed by the Tooth & Co. Ltd Architects Office and originally with a flat iron roof, was 

completed at a cost of £7,905/7/4 by D. M. Mitchell. 

The 1992 CMP, prepared by Robertson & Hindmarsh, compiles extensive archival material on the 

changes to the building fabric since construction. The following schedule summarises these works. 
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Date Works75 
1931 ‘…flash and top parapet wall round building and repair and paint malthoid 

roof.’ 
1933 Filling of structural cracks to parapet at instruction of Tooth & Co. Architect, 

Mr J.G Dalziel 

1935 Replacement of original timber floors to basement with concrete. Poor 
subfloor ventilation had lead to deterioration of timbers. 

1938 Ladies toilet installed adjacent the Ladies Parlour at instruction of Police. 
The location of the toilet was at the agreement of the MSB. Works executed 
by W. Gaume & Sons for 147 pound 12 shilling. 

1942 Further works to the parapet including rendering and waterproofing. 

1945 Licensee reports ongoing internal damage from water penetration through 
‘defective parapets. 

1951 Police order for the parapets to be repaired and a hot water be installed 
throughout the Hotel. 

1952 Roof recovered once again. Installation of a compressor and 3 
instantaneous beer coolers at a cost of 1,074 pounds. Removal of the 
canopy over the bar and change from DC to AC power. 

1955 Urinal trough replaced with stalls in response to Police Notice. Cost 1.121 
pounds 15 shillings and 5 pence. 

1957 Waterproofing to the walls of damp affected rooms and further repairs to the 
parapets. Installation of a pulley system to the cellar entrance door. 

1960 Roof, including the laundry roof and floor repaired and ‘top dresses’ by NSW 
Asphalt Co. Pty Ltd. Consulting Architect Ian Smallpage advises that the roof 
membrane needs replacement three months later. Smallpage also advises 
of the poor condition of the French Doors ‘due to structural movement in the 
walls.’ 

1961 Repair of internal cracks to bedrooms and installation of concrete plinth to 
bar floor. 

1965 Balcony doors replaced. 

1968 Cracks to parapets and northern walls repaired. 

 

During much of its life the Glenmore provided accommodation to wharf labourers employed on the 

Sydney waterfront. In 1941 Roy Marley gave the pub as his address during a suit for workers’ 

compensation over a bizarre case involving the loss of various body parts in apparent acts of self-

                                                      
75 Glenmore Hotel Conservation Study Vol I, Robertson & Hindmarsh, 1992, p.9-11 
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mutilation: 

£150 COMPENSATION 

Roy Marley, 31, wharf labourer, of Glenmore Hotel, York Street North, city, who was 

awarded £150 compensation for the loss of two toes on the right foot, admitted in the 

Workers' Compensation Court that he had previously received compensation for self-

inflicted injuries. 

Marley claimed compensation from Dalgety and Co., Ltd., for the toe injuries. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Alan R. Taylor, for the company, Marley admitted that he had wilfully 

interfered with his thumb three times, using a razor, and had received more than £800 

compensation altogether in 1938 for alleged accidents to his thumb.76 

In 1948 another hotel resident, a ship’s cook named Robert McGill, drowned in Darling Harbour 

after a fall at Howard Smith’s Wharf.77  

From its earliest days until the general transfer of Sydney Harbour’s wharfage to Botany Bay in the 

1970s, the site of the Glenmore Hotel has maintained links with maritime industries.  Initially traders 

and ship owners such as Captain John Hunter and the Chapman family, Captain Frederick Mahler, 

and Captain George Bainbridge lived here with their families while they traded in the South Seas. 

Later part of the site was owned by wharf-builder Alfred Whetton, while tenants included shipwright 

Alfred Myers, sailors Henry Ellory and William White, waterman Thomas Waters, and in the last 

decades wharf labourers such as members of the Olsen family. Whereas most residents of the 

accommodation at the Glenmore Hotel passed through without leaving a record of their names, Roy 

Marley and Robert McGill did leave some record of their residence, and in common with earlier 

occupants, both were also engaged in maritime related industries. 

 

5.6.2 Sydney Cove Redevelopment Authority (1974-99) and Sydney 
Harbour Foreshore Authority (1999- ) 

In January 1970, the property was vested in the Sydney Cove Authority under the Sydney Cove 

Redevelopment Authority Act, 1968.  In 1975, work was carried out to rectify major structural 

defects.  A consulting engineer concluded that the top corners of the hotel were “shipping off to the 

north and south” and rectification work included the removal of the brick parapets and the 

construction of a concrete collar on top of all four walls. 

The 20th century history of the Glenmore Hotel has been fairly uneventful, like that of other hotels 

throughout The Rocks.  A few licensees lost their licence for various misdemeanours, and trade 

declined during the Depression.  Trade was also badly affected for a few years around 1952, when 

Cumberland Street was closed off due to the unsafe nature of the bridge over Argyle Street - the 

bridge bearing similar cracks to those which had appeared in the Glenmore Hotel. 

                                                      
76 SMH 26 Sept 1941, p3 
77 SMH 8 Mar 1948, p4 
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With the exception of the removal of the canopy over the bar in 1952, the hotel remained intact until 

it was resumed by the Authority in 1970 and the rectification works carried out in 1975. 

 
Figure 98 

View of the train tunnel construction as part of the approach works to the Sydney Harbour Bridge, c1930 showing the 
Glenmore Hotel. (SHFA Collection: Original by Harold Cazneaux?) 

 

Figure 99 

Aerial photograph taken in 1949, showing the remaining terraces which formerly adjoined No 19½/39 Gloucester 
Street, and providing an indication of original width of Gloucester Street in relation to the current footprint of the hotel. 

 

Date Works78 
1973 SCRA approve the shortening of the bar on the condition that the tiled front 

matches that of the original. 

                                                      
78 Glenmore Hotel Conservation Study Vol I, Robertson & Hindmarsh, 1992, p.9-11 
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Date Works78 
1975 Removal of stairs from the kitchen to yard with alternate access provided via 

basement level. This saw the creation of the corridor B.10. 
Removal of balconies and parapets. Installation of a concrete collar to 
restrain walls. (Figure 100& 101) presumably the cornice is also removed at 
this time. 

1988 Installation of hand basins to each bedroom, reconstruction of first floor 
bathroom and WC and repainting to the interiors. 

? pre 
1975 

Installation of cool room to basement. 

? Conversion of bedrooms to basement level into office and back of house 
use. 

2012 Infill building to northern yard, rooftop addition, lift and internal modifications 
to the main bar and level one (from accommodation to function)79 

The Hotel continued to have problems with the flashing and waterproofing of the rooftop, and the 

structural failure of the walls at parapet level until the base building works undertaken in 2012. 

 

 

Figure 100 

Works to the parapets and removal of balconies to the 
Cumberland St elevation, 1975. 

 

Figure 101 

Works to the parapets and removal of balconies to the 
Cumberland St elevation, 1975. 

                                                      
79 Proposed Alterations & Additions to The Glenmore Hotel – Summary Report, J. Oultram, May 2013 
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Figure 102 

Image depicting the hand basins installed 1988. 
Dataworks 793319. 

 

Figure 103 

Glenmore Hotel bar after shortening 1973. Dataworks 
44237.  

 

Figure 104 

Glenmore Hotel rooftop around the time of the concrete 
collar and bituminous membrane installation, 1975. 
CDM 6, Dataworks 48243. 

 

Figure 105 

Glenmore Hotel rooftop around the time of the concrete 
collar and bituminous membrane installation, 1975. 
CDM 5, Dataworks 48241. 

 

The Glenmore Hotel is subject of a long term lease agreement which transfers the responsibility of 

maintenance to the lessee. In 2011 a substantial upgrade was approved by the Department of 

Planning and Infrastructure and NSW Heritage Council. These works are now complete and 

included an infill building to the northern yard, provisions of a lift, conversion of the first floor 

accommodation to function rooms (including the part demolition of dividing walls) and upgrade of 

rooftop structures and alfresco dining. The works are documented within a report Proposed 

Alterations & Additions to The Glenmore Hotel prepared by John Oultram Heritage & Design, May 

2013.  
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5.7 Occupants – Sands Directories (1858-1914) 

DATE 

No. 19 (1858-80) 

No 39 (1882-89) 

39 ½ (1890-1914) 

No. 21(1858-80) 

No. 41 (1882-1914) 

No. 23(1858-80) 

No. 43 (1882-1914) 

No. 25(1858-80) 

No. 45 (1882-1914) 

1858-9  George Marlow   

1861  Louis Dubos, (blacksmith) John Kelly  

1863   Thomas Walters, (waterman)  

1864 John Howson (engineer) Thomas Newby Thomas Waters (waterman) Edward Harrison (mariner) 

1865 George Beaver (mariner) Mrs McGuire Patrick Brady (stonemason) Thomas Walters (waterman) 

1866 George Beaver (mariner) Marmaduke Hegarty Patrick Brady (stonemason Thomas Walters (waterman) 

1867 William Merriman (butcher) Vacant William Edwards (storeman) Albert Myers (shipwright) 

1868 William Merriman (butcher) John Vann Daniel Tierney Albert Myers (shipwright) 

1869 William Merriman (butcher) L Macklin Daniel Tierney Albert Myers (shipwright) 

1870 William Merriman (butcher) Henry Ellory Daniel Tierney Albert Myers (shipwright) 

1871 John Matts Henry Ellory Edward Chester Albert Myers (shipwright) 

1873 George Walker Henry Hillary (Ellory) David Davis Edward Chester 

1875 George Walker Robert Long Henry J Hughes James Collins 

1876 George Walker (waterman) Joseph Regent James Richards (blacksmith) William Murphy (blacksmith) 

1877 William H Tee (shipwright) James Rattray (engineer) Thomas Freehill  

1879 George Walker (waterman) James Latta (shipwright) Joseph Emmanuel James Stretton 

1880 Charles Alfred Smight James Latta (shipwright) Anthony Matthews Patrick Stretton 

1882 Charles Alfred Smight (Grocer) Alfred Woodley (blacksmith) Anton Matthews Patrick Stretton 

1883 Mary Young (fruiterer) Alfred Woodley (blacksmith) Antony Matthews Patrick Stretton 

1884 Mrs Smythe (fruiterer) Alfred Woodley (blacksmith) James Watkinson Patrick Stretton 

1885 Mrs Smythe (fruiterer White James Watkinson Patrick Stretton 

1886 Mrs Smythe (fruiterer William White James Watkinson Patrick J Stretton 

1887 Mrs Smythe (fruiterer William White James Watkinson Patrick Stretton 
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1888 Alfred Smight (grocer) William White E Olsen Patrick Stretton 

1889 Alexander McGillveray William White James Olsen Patrick Stretton 

1890 Edwin Ashley William White Alexander Dunn Patrick Stretton 

1891 Albert Anderson Alfred Woodley Alexander Dunn Patrick Stretton 

1892 Matts Alfred Woodley Alexander Dunn David Nagel 

1893 Frederick Olsen vacant Alexander Dunn David Nagel 

1894 Frederick Olsen vacant Alexander Dunn David Nagel 

1895 Frederick Olsen vacant Alexander Dunn David Nagel 

1896 John Hanson vacant Alexander Dunn vacant 

1897 Mrs M Hill A W Gordon Alexander Dunn vacant 

1898 Richard Davies Gustav A Behagele Alexander Dunn vacant 

1899 Terence Joseph Kain (Constable) (39 ½)  Alexander Dunn  Matthew Broadfoot 

1900  John McLellan Alexander Dunn Matthew Broadfoot 

1901 Terence Joseph Kain (Constable) John McLellan Alexander Dunn Robert Scarlett 

1902 Gustav A Behagele John McLellan Alexander Dunn Robert Scarlett 

1903 Gustav A Behagele John McLellan Alexander Dunn Carl Moberg 

1904 Gustav A Behagele John McLellan E H Hughes Ernest Marris 

1905 John Sweeney John McLellan John Gallagher George Foggo 

1906 John Sweeney John McLellan John Gallagher Edward Olsen 

1907 Charles Sandgren John McLellan John Gallagher James H Tait 

1908 Charles Sandgren John McLellan John Gallagher James H Tait 

1909 James H Tait John McLellan John Gallagher Rafferty 

1910 James H Tait John McLellan John Gallagher Timothy Rafferty 

1911 James H Tait John McLellan  John Gallagher Ernest D Wieckhorst 

1912 James H Tait John McLellan Daniel Poole Ernest D Wieckhorst 

1913 James H Tait John McLellan Daniel Poole Church Welcome Home for Overseas Arrivals 

1914 vacant 
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5.8 OCCUPANTS AND OWNERS: Sydney Council Rates 
Record (1845-1914) 

Date No Occupant Owner No. 
Floors 

No. 
Rooms 

1835 (Grant)  Harriet Welsh 
(Walsh) 

  

1861 19 John Molloy George Atherden 1 4 
1863 19 (Out of 

Repair) 
Fred Millar George Atherden 1 4 

1867 19 (Bad Repair) William Merryman George Atherden 1 4 
1871 19 John Matts George Atherden 1 4 
1877 19 George Walker George Atherden 1 5 
1880 39 Charles Smight George Atherden 1 4 
1882 39 Charles Alfred 

Smyth 
Frederick Smith 1 4 

1891 39 ½  A Anderson F Smith 2 4 
1896 39 ½  Hanson F Smith 2 4 
1902 39 ½  Charles Nelson Fred Smith 2 4 
1911 39 ½  James Tait NSW Govt 2 4 
1914 39 ½ 

Demolished 
James Tait NSW Govt 2 4 

      
1835 (Grant)  John Hunter   
1845  John Hare James Chapman 1 4 
1848 631 James Fitzpatrick George Bambridge 2 6 
1861 21 Louis Dubost Bainbridge 1 3 
1863 21 (In good 

condition) 
George Digby George Bainbridge 2 3 

1867 21 Mary Ann Putt George Bainbridge 2 3 
1871 21 Henry Ellery George Bainbridge 2 3 
1877 21 Terence Dolbney George Bainbridge 2 4 
1880 41 James Sattee George Bainbridge 2 4 
1882 41 Arthur Woodley Captain Bainbridge 1 4 
1891 41 A Woodley J Ruby 2 3 
1896 41 John Ollson A Whitton 2 4 
1902 41 John McLellan Alfred Whetton 2 4 
1911 41 John McLellan NSW Govt 2 4 
1914 41 Demolished Daniel Poole NSW Govt 2 4 
      
1845  Unoccupied James Chapman 1 4 
1863 23 Thomas Waters George Bainbridge 2 3 
1867 23 Patrick Brady George Bainbridge 2 3 
1871 23 Edward Chester George Bainbridge 2 3 
1877 23 James Strutton George Bainbridge 2 4 
1880 43 Anthony Matthews George Bainbridge 2 4 
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Date No Occupant Owner No. 
Floors 

No. 
Rooms 

1882 43 Antonio Matthews Captain Bainbridge 1 4 
1891 43 A Dunn J Ruby 2 3 
1896 43 W Dunn A Whitton 2 4 
1902 43 Alexander Dunn Alfred Whetton 2 4 
1911 43 John Gallagher NSW Govt 2 4 
1914 43 Demolished Alfred Ray NSW Govt 2 4 
      
1861 25 Lewis Holcroft Bainbridge 1 4 
1863 25 Albert Myers George Bainbridge 2 3 
1867 25 Thomas Walker George Bainbridge 2 3 
1871 25 Albert Myles George Bainbridge 2 3 
1877 25 William Murphy George Bainbridge 2 4 
1880 45 Patrick Strutton George Bainbridge 2 4 
1882 45 Patrick Strutton Captain Bainbridge 1 4 
1891 45 P Stratton J Ruby 2 3 
1896 45 Duncan Robertson A Whitton 2 4 
1902 45 Robert Scarlett Alfred Whetton 2 4 
1911 45 Ernst Wickhurst NSW Govt 2 4 
1914 45 Demolished John Gallagher NSW Govt 2 4 
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PART 6 
ABOUT THIS CMP 
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6.1 Context of the Report 
This CMP is an update of the draft 2006 CMP prepared by City Plan Heritage as well as previous 

Management Plans for the item. 

The document is intended to be read in conjunction with The Rocks Heritage Management Plan 

(revised 2010).The Rocks Heritage Management Plan has been prepared to provide a basis for 

understanding and conserving the heritage value of The Rocks and to assist in preparing individual 

Conservation Management Plans for heritage buildings within The Rocks. 

The CMP is to be implemented as a management document for the Sydney Harbour Foreshore 

Authority. The item and The Rocks are managed by the Authority, constituted on 1 February 1999 

under the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Act 1998. The primary functions of the Authority, stated in its 

Act, are to: 

• Protect and enhance the natural and cultural heritage of the foreshore area 

• Promote, coordinate, manage, undertake and secure the orderly and economic 

development and use of the foreshore area, including the provision of infrastructure 

• Promote, coordinate, organise, manage, undertake, secure, provide and conduct 

cultural, educational, commercial, tourist, recreational, entertainment and transport 

activities and facilities. 

 

6.2 Methodology and Structure 
The format of this CMP has been altered slightly from a standard CMP format to increase the ease 

of use of the document: 

The table below compares the layout of this CMP with the process used to create the CMP. 

Previously CMPs have been presented in a sequence that followed the process rather than being 

presented for ease of use.  
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Process for this CMP   Layout of this CMP (for ease of use) 

Section 1 Project set up and 
consultation. 

 PART 1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Includes Summary 
Statement of 
Significance 

Section 2 Documentary Evidence 
 

 PART 2 CONSERVATION 
POLICIES 
Includes Opportunities 
and Challenges & 
Recommendations 

Section 3 Physical Evidence 
 

 PART 3 HERITAGE 
SIGNIFICANCE 
Includes Curtilage 
Analysis; Comparative 
Analysis and Analysis 
under NSW Heritage Act 
Criteria. 

Section 4 Heritage Significance 
 

 PART 4 EVIDENCE 
Includes Analysis of 
Documentary & Physical 
Evidence. 
Consider use of 
annotated images for 
much of this section. 

Section 5 Opportunities & 
Constraints 

 PART 5 ILLUSTRATED 
HISTORY  
 

Section 6 Conservation Policies 
 

 PART 6 ABOUT THIS CMP: 
Includes Outline of Brief, 
Authorship. 
Acknowledgements, 
Further Research 
required. References, 
Terms & Abbreviations 

Section 7 Implementation 
 

 PART 7 SIGNIFICANCE AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
BY ELEMENT 
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6.4 Authorship & Acknowledgements 
This report has been complied by Lucy Burke-Smith, heritage architect, and Dr. A. Wayne Johnson, 

archaeologist, Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority. The history was researched and written by Dr 

A. Wayne Johnson. 

Photographs have been taken by the Authors unless otherwise attributed. 

 

6.5 Terminology & Abbreviations 
This CMP employs the terms and definitions commonly acknowledged and defined by the Australia 

ICOMOS Burra Charter. 

The Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority is referred to as the ‘Authority’. 

 

6.6 References / Bibliography 
The following sources have been consulted in the preparation of this history: 

Sydney Council Archives 

Maps and Plans (Historical Atlas of Sydney) 

Rates Assessment Books (Gipps Ward) 

Archives Investigator 

 

National Library of Australia 

Newspapers 

Sydney Gazette (SG) 

Sydney Morning Herald (SMH) 

Australian 

Sydney Herald 

Australian Town and Country Journal 

Sydney Monitor 

The Advertiser 

 

NSW State Records 

Convict Records 

Colonial Secretary Correspondence 
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Immigration/ Shipping Records 

NSW Police Gazette 

1828 Census 

Registers of Assignments and Other Legal Documents 

 

Registrar General 

Birth, death and marriage records 

 

Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority 

Charles Bertie Collection (Photographs) 

 

Published 

Sands Directories of NSW (1858-1933) 

 

Web-Based 

Ancestry.com: Web-published family histories 

 

Publications 

Karskens, G. (1997): The Rocks: Life in Early Sydney (Melbourne University Press) 

 

Reports 

AHMS (2009): Preliminary Historical Archaeological Assessment – Glenmore Hotel (for Permyon 

Pty Ltd trading as Glenmore Hotel) 

City Plan (May 2006): Glenmore Hotel 96-98 Cumberland Street, The Rocks: Conservation 

Management Plan (for SHFA) 

Lydon, ECJ (1993): Archaeological Investigation, the Glenmore Hotel, 96-98 Cumberland Street, 

The Rocks, Sydney (for the Sydney Cove Authority) 

Robertson and Hindmarsh (June 1992): The Glenmore Hotel: An Investigation of the Significance of 

the Glenmore Hotel, 96-98 Cumberland Street, The Rocks (for the Sydney Cove Authority) 

Dominic Steele Consulting Archaeology (April 2012): Archaeological Monitoring & Recording 

Report- Glenmore Hotel, 96-98 Cumberland Street, The Rocks, NSW (for Permyon Pty Ltd) 
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PART 7 
SUMMARY OF ELEMENTS   
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7.1 Grading of Significance 

Exceptional Significance 

Includes fabric that makes the greatest direct contribution to the item’s significance.  This 

particularly refers to rare or outstanding original fabric and spaces of particular historic and 

aesthetic value, and unaltered original elements and features.   

Elements identified as being of exceptional significance should be retained and conserved in situ.  

Any work, which affects the fabric or external appearance of these elements, should be confined to 

preservation, restoration and reconstruction as defined by The Burra Charter. 

High / Medium Significance 

Includes elements and features that make an important contribution to the recognition of the item’s 

significance albeit the fabric may not be in good condition.  This may include elements that have 

been altered, or elements created as part of a generally sympathetic alteration to the building.  This 

category is likely to include much of the extant fabric from the early phases of construction and 

many reconstructed early or original elements wherever these make an important contribution to 

the significance of the item. 

Elements identified as being of high significance should also generally be retained, restored and 

conserved in situ subject however to other relevant factors including technological feasibility of 

proposed works.  Minor intervention into fabric including adaptation and alteration as defined by 

The Burra Charter is permissible, provided that level of significance of each element is retained, 

with an aim not to remove or obscure significant fabric, giving preference to changes which are 

reversible.  

Little Significance & Neutral items 

Includes elements and features which were originally of higher significance, but have been 

compromised by later, less significant modifications. 

Can include additions made to accommodate changing functional requirements where these 

components are generally of neutral impact on the complex’s significance. 

Elements assessed as being of little significance or of neutral value are generally not regarded as 

essential to the major aspects of significance of a building or place, often fulfilling a functional role.  

Both retention and removal are acceptable options, depending on the element.  Any major 

interventions to the item should be confined to areas where the fabric is of little significance. 

Intrusive 

Includes fabric which adversely affects the significance of the complex or fabric created without 

respect for the intangible values of the building.  Removal of elements of this category would 

directly increase the overall heritage value of the item.  

Elements identified as intrusive can reduce or obscure the overall significance of the place, despite 

their role as illustrators of the site’s progressive development.  The preferred option is for their 
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removal, conversion to a more compatible form, or replacement in a way which helps to retain the 

overall significance of the item. These works should be done without damage to adjacent fabric of 

significance. These items need not be addressed immediately. 

 

7.2 Condition Rating 
 

CONDITION RATING DESCRIPTION 

Excellent Element has no defects.  Condition and appearance are as new. 

Good Element exhibits superficial wear and tear, minor defects, minor 
signs of deterioration to surface finishes, but does not require 
major catch-up maintenance.  No major defects exist. 

Fair Element is in average condition.  Deteriorated surfaces require 
attention.  Services are functional but require attention.  Deferred 
maintenance work exists. Attention to condition is required within 
the next 5 years. 

Poor Element has deteriorated badly.  Serious structural problems 
exist.  General appearance is poor with eroded protective 
coatings.  Elements are defective, services are frequently failing, 
and/or a significant number of major defects exist. Attention to 
condition is required within the next 2 years. 

Very Poor Element has failed.  It is not operational and is unfit for 
occupancy or normal use. Urgent attention is required. 

 

7.3 Diagrams of Elements & their Significance 
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Figure 106 

Basement Level Gradings of Significance Plan 
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Figure 107 

Ground Floor Level Gradings of Significance Plan 
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Figure 108 

First Floor Gradings of Significance Plan 
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Figure 109 

Rooftop Gradings of Significance Plan. 
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Summary of Elements 

Element Background Significance Condition Recommendations 

7.4 The Heritage Item Generally 

 

Figure 110  
Cumberland Street elevation, 2013. 

 
The Glenmore Hotel is of State heritage significance for its 
historical, scientific and cultural values. The building has 
aesthetic and technical significance as an intact example of 
Inter War Georgian Hotel design retaining many features 
characteristic of the building type and style.  

 

 
Exceptional 
 

 
Excellent 
 

 
The Hotel should be conserved and 
managed in accordance with best practice 
conservation, the Burra Charter, the NSW 
Heritage Act 1977, Sydney Harbour 
Foreshore Authority Act 1998 and the 
policies of this CMP. 

7.5 Archaeological Potential 

 

 
The basement (former Gloucester Street level) contains intact 
identified archaeological remains below ground level. Floor, 
wall and roof cavities may also contain archaeological relics, 
and the policies of this CMP equally apply. 

 
Exceptional 
 

 
Good 
 

 
Any disturbance of potential 
archaeological deposits can only be 
undertaken in accordance with the 
requirements of the NSW Heritage Act 
(1977), the NPWS Act (1974) and the 
policies of this CMP (Policies 26-30). 

7.6 External Signage The current extent of signage detracts from an appreciation of 
the façade and is cluttered and busy in its nature. 

Little Good Future signage proposals are to be 
preceded by a whole of building signage 
strategy, consistent with Policies 50 & 51. 
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7.7 Roof 

 

Figure 111  
Rooftop addition, c.2013. 

The works executed in 2012 included an upgrade to the rooftop 
dining areas including the infill development to the northern 
yard. This work should rectify the longstanding problems with 
water ingress.  

High (original 
elements) 
Little (c.2012 
elements) 

Good The rooftop has been developed to its full 
extent. Any further development, including 
additional fixed or retractable screens or 
built enclosures would adversely impact 
upon the views to the item from 
surrounding vantage points. 

7.8 Balconies, Parapet & Cornice 

 

Figure 112  
The intact Cumberland Street elevation prior to 1975 removal 
of the cornice and part parapet. Source: Dataworks BMH 2-1 

Balconies and parapets to the Glenmore Hotel were removed 
in 1975 with SCRA approval. At this time a concrete collar was 
installed in an attempt to stabilise structural movement and 
cracking associated with water ingress. 
 
The balconies were reinstated to an interpretative design 
during the 2012 works. 

High Good Opportunities should be sought for the 
reconstruction of the lost parapet and 
cornice detailing. 

7.9 Exterior Walls Generally There has been little intervention to the building façades and 
fenestration other than that mention in 7.8 and works to the 
northern elevation such as window and door enlargements, 
now obscured by the infill building to the northern yard. 

Exceptional 
High (north) 

Good Conserve in accordance with best 
practice conservation, the Burra Charter, 
the NSW Heritage Act 1977, Sydney 
Harbour Foreshore Authority Act 1998 
and the policies of this CMP. 

7.10 Windows Although the building fenestration remains largely intact there 
have been modifications to some windows fronting the north 
and eastern elevations, and the doors to Juliette balconies. 

Exceptional Good Conserve in accordance with best 
practice conservation, the Burra Charter, 
the NSW Heritage Act 1977, Sydney 
Harbour Foreshore Authority Act 1998 
and the policies of this CMP. 
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7.11 Exterior Doors  High Fair The doors to Cumberland Street should 
be painted in traditional finish to represent 
the Oak grain stripped during the 2012 
works. 

7.12 Ceilings & Cornices 

 

Figure 113  
Room 1.01 with egg and dart cornice, 2013. 

 

Figure 114  
Room G.02 with timber battened ceiling and cornice typical 
throughout the building, 2013. 

The building has timber battened ceilings and cornices, except 
for that of Room 1.01 which has a partly reconstructed (c.2012) 
egg and dart cornice and timber battened ceiling. 
Ceilings to Room 1.04, 1.06 and 1.05 were partly reconstructed 
due to water damage during the 2012 works. 

Exceptional Good Conserve in accordance with best 
practice conservation, the Burra Charter, 
the NSW Heritage Act 1977, Sydney 
Harbour Foreshore Authority Act 1998 
and the policies of this CMP. 
 
Ceilings to rooms 1.02, 1.04 & 1.05 
should be painted in a more historically 
appropriate scheme when the opportunity 
arises. 

7.13 Interior Masonry Walls Extant internal masonry walls provide evidence of the original 
plan configuration of the building, subject of several periods of 
modification. 

Exceptional Good Walls between Rooms 1.05a & 1.05b, 
1.04a & 1.04b and 1.02a & 1.02b should 
be reconstructed when the opportunity 
arises.  Consideration should be given to 
the reconstruction or interpretation of the 
original layout of Ladies Parlour G.02a 
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7.14 Architraves & Skirtings  Exceptional Good Conserve in accordance with best 
practice conservation, the Burra Charter, 
the NSW Heritage Act 1977, Sydney 
Harbour Foreshore Authority Act 1998 
and the policies of this CMP. 

7.15 Internal Doors 

 

Figure 115  
Room G.02 with timber battened ceiling and cornice typical 
throughout the building, 2013. 

 Exceptional Good  
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Figure 116  
Room G.02 with timber battened ceiling and cornice typical 
throughout the building, 2013. 

7.16 Floors A concrete slab was introduced to the basement c.1935. Aside 
from this change remaining floors and structures are thought to 
be in early or original configuration. Floorboards to the main 
bar are however replacement fabric. 

Exceptional/High Good Conserve in accordance with best 
practice conservation, the Burra Charter, 
the NSW Heritage Act 1977, Sydney 
Harbour Foreshore Authority Act 1998 
and the policies of this CMP. 

7.17 New Services 

 

Figure 117  
Room G.02 with timber battened ceiling and cornice typical 
throughout the building. 

The Glenmore Hotel operates with several commercial 
kitchens and has an extensive servicing area to the basement 
for the management of bar services, keg and cool rooms. 
These spaces are essential to the on going operation of the 
Hotel in is original use. The recent upgrade has required 
additional toilet facilities consistent with current code 
requirements and operational demand. 

Little/Intrusive Good Food and bar services are to be contained 
within the existing footprint of service 
areas. Any additional servicing should be 
limited to the infill building to the northern 
yard so as to mitigate impacts and 
pressures to the significant spaces of the 
Hotel. 
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7.18 Fixtures & Fittings 

 

Figure 118  
Fireplace to G.06, 2013. 

 

Figure 119  
Fireplace to Room B.11, 2013. 

There are several fireplaces retained throughout the building, 
which remain in sound condition, albeit that they are not in 
operation.  
The main bar retains little evidence of the original construction, 
although there are some aesthetic similarities. 
As discussed above cornices, highlight windows and building 
joinery is retained throughout the building although there are 
few additional fixtures and fittings of significance. Those that do 
remain are of a high level of integrity and intactness. 

Exceptional Good Conserve in accordance with best 
practice conservation, the Burra Charter, 
the NSW Heritage Act 1977, Sydney 
Harbour Foreshore Authority Act 1998 
and the policies of this CMP. 
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